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A massive heart-felt THANKYOU to all you lovely people who came to Doreen’s 
funeral on 29 March and the ‘wind down’ at the Inn afterwards. It was a great 
pleasure and comfort for me. My family and visitors from afar were so pleased to 
meet our lovely friends and neighbours. Forever grateful.
Malcolm Dunbar

The Editor

Its Bank Holiday season, which 
has put me under pressure.  If 
your SDN arrives late it's 
because I didn't get the copy to 
the printers in time.

This May we have May Day, 
Coronation Day and the old 
Whit Monday.  The weather is 
not looking hopeful and it is 
three months until August Bank 
Holiday.  Seems to me we have 
calendar mis-management.
Lots of Kings and Queens in this 
month's issue with snippets on 
the remaining monarchies 
across Europe.

There are still a few of us left who remember the last Coronation.  For our 
family it meant a new television.  BBC 1 only, black and white with a 12 inch 
screen to which a magnifying panel was attached.  Programmes started with 
children's television at 5 pm with such classics as Muffin the Mule and Sooty.  
There was no television between 6pm and 7pm so that children would go to 
bed without distraction.  This was followed by a healthy dose of news and 
current affairs, Panorama was my grandmother's favourite and we all had to 
sit in silence.  The Grove Family was an early soap, with an adventure series 
based on Robin Hood and scary sci-fi stuff in the Quatermass Experiment (I 
wasn't allowed to watch series 1).  Sport featured at weekends with major 
events like the Grand National, the Boat race, the Test match and the Cup 
Final.  1953 was the year Hilary and Tensing conquered Everest and I 
watched coverage with great interest.  Natural history programmes were 
popular with Sir Peter Scott pre dating Sir David Attenborough with film from 
the Slimbridge Trust and Armand and Michaela Denis turning their camera on 
wildlife and native customs in deepest Africa, in a very un-politically correct 
manner.  I wonder what we will be watching at the next Coronation?
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The Grandmother of Europe: How 
Queen Victoria Rules the Continent

Queen Victoria spent sixty-four years on 
earth sitting on the British throne, becoming 
queen at the age of eighteen. How did she 
earn the nickname “Grandmother of 
Europe?”

Queen Victoria (r. 1837-1901) proposed to 
her first cousin Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha 
in 1839 and they married in 1840. Their 
loving and prolific marriage produced nine 
children between 1840 and 1857, most of whom married into other European royal 
families. Of these matches, Victoria, who lent her name to the era of human history 
marked by her reign, stands at the head of a legacy that echoes to this day.

Victoria and Albert were descended from related royal families. Queen Victoria 
descended from the House of Hanover – a German family in origin that had sat on 
the British throne since its first ruler George I of Britain (who spoke no English) in 
1714. Prince Albert descended from the extensive ducal House of Saxe-Coburg-
Gotha. Originating in Bavaria, Germany, Albert’s family consistently served the 
Duchy of Saxe-Coburg prior to his marrying into the British Royal Family.

Having a German mother and governess, German was likely Victoria’s mother 
tongue. The queen allegedly spoke English with a slight German accent in 
childhood, requiring private tutoring to reinforce her Englishness. As an adept 
polyglot, Queen Victoria was regularly overheard speaking to her husband Albert 
privately in German.

The children of the pair took the name of the house of their father over their mother. 
For this reason, the House of Hanover died with Victoria even though her bloodline 
lived on.

In 1917, due to anti-German international sentiment from the First World War, 
George V changed the name of his dynasty from the German-originated house of his 

grandfather Albert to the more British 
sounding Windsor, after the name of the 
royal palace. The House of Windsor 
occupies the throne to this day, headed 
by the reigning British monarch King 
Charles III (r. 2022-present) who 
succeeded his mother, Elizabeth II (r. 
1952-2022).  

With a clear line of succession established 
for the current British queen, Victoria’s 
bloodline is evidently still firmly in place in 
the British line of succession.
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Tankerville  Pottery  and 
Gallery
we  offer

an  excellent  collection  of

Paintings,  Crystals,  Stoneware,  Pottery' 

Oven  to  Tableware,  Bread  Crocks

Super  Presents  at  Reasonable  Prices

Find us at Tankerville Hollow, 
Pennerley, SY5 0NB
Tel 01743 791 580

view our on-line gallery at 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

Belgium has been a kingdom since 21 July 1831 without interruption, after it 
became independent from the United Kingdom of the 
Netherlands with Léopold I as its first king. Belgium is the only 
remaining popular monarchy in the European Union: The 
monarch is formally known as the "King of the Belgians", not the 
"King of Belgium". The current monarch is Albert II.

Janet, Debbie & Clare would like to thank everyone 
for supporting our recent  Bingo Evening on Friday 
17th March, raising a fantastic amount of £600 for 
Hospice at Home.  This is a charity very close to us 
as a family.

It was lovely to see the hall so full, and some 
lovely comments were received saying how much 
people had enjoyed it.  This makes it all worth 
while. Massive thanks once again.
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Dear all

I heard Terry Waite speak at Spring Harvest last week. As the person who interviewed him said, 
“you should never meet your heroes, because they will inevitably disappoint you.” However, this 
proved to be an exception to this rule. He warmed up the audience by observing that it was the 
first time he had been to Butlins in 50 years and that after that last stay, he had moved to rather 
better accommodation in Beirut. He emphasized that he was joking, but it was very moving to 
hear him able to joke about the most horrendous of experiences (and I’m not talking about 
Butlins!) Five and a half years in captivity; four and a half years in solitary confinement; and being 
tortured when the soles of his feet were repeatedly beaten; appear to have left him without 
permanent wounds. He was later to return to Beirut to meet his captors and extend his hand in 
forgiveness, as proof of this.

We may think this is beyond us (it seems superhuman) but we can at least start with the little 
things by choosing not to hold onto grudges and look for the best in people. To see a man who 
had been so brutally treated relaxed and smiling was a powerful reminder that this is not just the 
best way for the church, it is the best way for all of us.

Easter
Many thanks to all those who worked so hard to make Holy Week and Easter a poignant and 
joyous celebration. Minister, musicians, coffee makers, flower people and many others made it a 
special time for us all.

Foodbank AGM
Weds May 3rd sees the first AGM of the Rea Valley Foodbank, the organisation responsible for 
delivering Foodbank out of St George’s and Holy Trinity churches. This takes place at 2 p.m. at St 
George’s. Our guest speaker is Karen Williams, manager of the foodbank in Shrewsbury. Anyone 
who is interested in what we have been doing over the last year is welcome to attend. Please 
note that giving to foodbanks has remained at the same level compared to last year, but the 
usage has doubled. We continue to welcome all gifts however small.

Unanswered Prayer
There is a zoom course on Tuesday evenings entitled “unanswered prayer” produced by Pete 
Greig, who recently addressed 300 people at a Diocesan Study Day. For details of how to join 
others in the Deanery who will be taking part in this, please contact Mark Hackney at  

Ascension to Pentecost
The period from Ascension (May 18th) to Pentecost (May 28th) is designated by the church as Thy 
Kingdom Come. This is envisaged as a time of prayer. The period will start with a Group Service 
at St George’s on Thurs 18th at 7 p.m. and conclude on Sunday 28th with a Group Service at 
Minsterley. There will be a special Deanery Service that evening at 6 p.m. at St George’s to which 
everyone is warmly invited.

We are delighted to announce the appointment of The Revd Fran Brealey as House for Duty 
Associate Minister for the Stiperstones & Pontesbury benefices, with lead responsibility for the 
Hope/Shelve parish. The appointment is subject to the satisfactory completion of a DBS check, 
which is under way.

WELCOME  TO  STIPERSTONES 

CHURCHES

The churches are Holy Trinity 
Minsterley, Holy Trinity Hope, All Saints' 
Shelve and St Mary's Habberley with a 
festival church at St Luke's Snailbeach.
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Crowning Glory has 
relocated !!

Val is now working from 
" The Old Store " formerly 

Hair by Sue, Station Rd, 
Pontesbury.

Wednesday,  Thursday, Friday. 
Tel 07768402491
or 01743 790414
For an appointment. 

I look forward to welcoming 
old customers and new .

In Denmark, the monarchy goes back to the prehistoric 
times of the legendary kings, before the 10th century. 
Currently, about 80 per cent support keeping the monarchy. 
The current monarch is Margrethe II. The Danish monarchy 
also includes the Faroe Islands and Greenland which are 
parts of the Kingdom of Denmark with internal home rule. 
Due to this status, the monarch has no separate title for 
these regions.
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Letter from Westminster May 2023 - Welcome Plan for Water

As you know, I have focussed my campaigning efforts in Westminster to make a 

real difference in improving the water quality of our rivers.

So last month I welcomed a significant set of measures announced in a 

comprehensive Plan for Water, which pulled together a wide range of policy 

initiatives across Government to create a fresh strategy to improve water quality of 

our rivers and sustainability of water supply.

The new Secretary of State for DEFRA is determined to tackle the long-term challenges posed by under-

investment in our drainage and supply networks underground, which have not kept pace with development 

above ground for 60 years.

The need to do so was graphically illustrated again at the end of March by publication of the latest sewage 

discharge stats for 2022. While these showed a 19% reduction in the frequency of discharges from 

treatment works and combined storm overflows across England and a 34% reduction in duration 

compared with 2021, this was primarily due to reduced rainfall during the year. So the pressure remains on 

water companies to get to grips with preventing these wholly unacceptable routine sewage discharges. 

I believe these new measures will make a material difference and have given this Plan a broad welcome - 

not least since these proposals accept many of the recommendations from the Environmental Audit 

Committee in our seminal report last year into Water Quality of our Rivers. The Plan also reflects several 

campaign themes of the Conservative Environment Network contained in their Water Manifesto which I 

endorsed late last year.

These include giving greater power to regulators, the Environment Agency and Ofwat, to issue unlimited 

fines on water companies for breaching their permits; and for those fines to be ring-fenced in new Water 

Restoration Funds to improve water quality. There are currently over 2,000 cases of such breaches by six 

water companies being investigated by regulators which could lead to fines or criminal prosecution.

Regulators will also have the power, which we had also called for, to link senior executives’ remuneration 

and shareholder dividends to environmental performance.

It is not all about water companies either, farmers have a role to play, both reducing nutrient leakage and 

managing supply of water. So, I welcome further funding for slurry storage and encouragement for buffer 

zones for pollinators and tree planting along waterways, as well as the consultation on reducing planning 

barriers for on-farm reservoirs and creating wetlands to help integrate flood planning.

Locally I am encouraged by Severn Trent's engagement with local communities, businesses, and farmers 

to raise awareness about the importance of protecting and improving the ecosystem of our rivers. It's vital 

that we work together to ensure the sustainability of our natural resources for future generations. By 

partnering with local groups, Severn Trent is seeking to work with local community groups in improving the 

health of our rivers.

Advice and some financial support is becoming available for farmers to help them reduce their impact on 

waterways. Farmers have a vital role to play in managing pesticide and fertilizer use and improving soil 

management practices. STWs "Get River Positive" campaign aims to fix its own discharges and encourage 

sustainable agriculture practice in its catchment.

STW plans to invest £1.2 billion over the next five years to improve water quality, reduce leakage, and 

increase resilience to climate change. Locally £4.5 million of this is being invested in the next two years in 

improving treatment works and Combined Sewer Overflows along 12 miles of the River Teme between 

Leintwardine and Tenbury Wells to get the river to high water quality standard.

We as consumers can also play our part by stopping flushing wet wipes down the loo and putting filters in 

washing machines to stop microfibres from our clothes being flushed out. There will be a consultation on 

banning plastic in wet wipes to reduce the risk of blocking sewers.

There is still much more to do to clean up our rivers and coastlines, including reducing surface water runoff 

from roads and developments, designating more bathing waters, and tackling nutrient pollution. But the 

measures set out in the Plan for Water represent a credible and wide-ranging strategy to tackle the 

scourges of pollution and underinvestment that have blighted England's waterways for too long.
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Luxembourg has been an independent grand duchy since 9 June 
1815. Originally, Luxembourg was in personal union with the 
United Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands from 16 March 1815 until 23 November 1890. While 
Wilhelmina succeeded Willem III in the Netherlands, this was not 
possible in Luxembourg due to the order of succession being 
based on Salic law at that time; he was succeeded instead by 
Adolphe. In a referendum held on 28 September 1919, 79.83 per 
cent voted in favour of keeping the monarchy. The current monarch is Henri.
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It had to be
Coronation 
Chicken

Ingredients
 2 chicken breasts, skin removed
1 tbsp olive oil
1 unwaxed lemon, zest and juice
knob of butter
1 shallot, finely chopped
1 red chilli, deseeded and finely chopped
2 tsp madras curry powder
2 tbsp tomato purée
100ml/3½fl oz dry white wine
100ml/3½fl oz chicken stock
1 tbsp apricot jam
150ml/5fl oz mayonnaise
75ml/3fl oz crème fraîche
1 large mango, peeled, stone removed, flesh 
diced
4 spring onions, finely chopped
2 tbsp finely chopped fresh coriander
dash Tabasco sauce
salt and freshly ground black pepper
green salad leaves, to serve
50g/2oz flaked almonds (toasted lightly dry 
frying pan), to serve

Method
Rub the olive oil all over the chicken. 
Scatter over the lemon zest and season with 
salt and pepper.
Steam the chicken for 20–25 minutes, or 
until cooked through. Set aside to cool.
Melt the butter in a frying pan, add the 
shallot and chilli and cook for 5 minutes. 
Stir in the curry powder and cook for 2–3 
minutes. Stir in the tomato purée and cook 
for a further minute. Add the wine and 
simmer until the volume of the liquid has 
reduced by half.
Stir in the jam and stock, and simmer until 
the volume of the liquid has reduced by 
half. Set aside to cool.
Mix the mayonnaise and the crème fraîche 
together in a bowl, then stir in the curry 
dressing. Fold in the mango, spring onions, 
lemon juice and coriander.
Cut the chicken into bite­sized pieces. Fold 
into the curry dressing and season with salt, 
pepper and Tabasco to taste. Serve with a 
green salad, and scatter with the toasted 
almond flakes.

CPR/DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING SESSION

On 25th March Hope Village Hall arranged another 

CPR/Defibrillator training session, which due to a 

clash of commitments was held at Worthen Village 

Hall.  It had been advertised in local newsletters and 

social media in the hope of drawing interest from a 

wider audience and this proved to be the case, 

because participants included people from Worthen, 

Stockton, Pontesbury and beyond.

Although these sessions are free, the Community First 

Responder who runs them invites attendees to 

consider making a donation to the charity through 

which he operates.  As with last year’s session, 

Worthen with Shelve Parish Council has made a 

significant donation to that charity as a gesture of the 

considerable benefit that the session would bring to 

the community and it is heartening to see a positive 

application of local taxpayers’ funds.

It is hoped that another session will be held in 2024 

and I hope that the next session might be held at 

Snailbeach Village Hall to encourage extra 

participation from a wider area.  If anyone would like to 

register an interest in attending this session please 

contact me at barry@hopenews.uk.
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Given its relative isolation, Andorra has existed outside the mainstream of European history, with few ties to 
countries other than France, Spain and Portugal. But in recent times its thriving tourist 
industry along with developments in transport and communications have removed the 
country from its isolation.  Andorra is a parliamentary co-principality with the Bishop of 
Urgell and the president of France as co-princes. This peculiarity makes the president of 
France, in his capacity as prince of Andorra, an elected monarch, although he is not 
elected by a popular vote of the Andorran people.

GARDEN FURNITURE 
WHEELBARROW PLANTERS

HERB PLANTER TABLES
BIRD NESTING BOXES

Small Workshop Storage!!!  New use for Oak Barrels

Call Graham: 01743 790115

Email : servatory@hotmail.com
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Marches Meadow Group 2023 AGM 
 An Appeal for Committee Support.

 We will be holding the Marches Meadow Group AGM this 
year on Sunday 14th May at The Cock Inn at Hanwood, .

I hope many of you will join us for both the formal part of 
the day, when we will vote to fill the roles of Officers and 
Committee members, and then stay to hear our speaker 
Lynn Besenyei, who will talk about her work at 
Wolverhampton University. Lynn was a colleague of Prof. 
Ian Trueman and worked with him on the development of 
the green hay technique for meadow creation.

For a growing Group like MMG there is a variety of ways in which members can support our 
activities: from a specific role on the Committee to a non-Committee support role. For 
example, working with the Secretary to organise the Group’s Annual Event Programme would 
be a valuable contribution to our activities and would ensure fresh input,  reflecting the wider 
interests of the membership. Already from outside the Committee Sarah Jameson is managing 
the MMG website and Clare Donnelly does the same for our Facebook presence.  We have a 
number of other topics where we do need your input.

MMG has just completed ~ 2 ½ years’ development work funded initially by the People's 
Postcode Lottery and then, over the past 18 months, by the Heritage Lottery, Green Recovery 
Challenge Fund 2, administered by the National Trust.  The 2022 MMG Annual Report detailed 
some of the projects we have completed. More details of these activities will be available at 
the AGM.

The high level of activity over this period, coupled with the growth of the Group, has brought 
into focus the absolutely essential need to fill various roles, in support of the Committee. 
Fund-raising will be high on the agenda, as with no grants available for the foreseeable future, 
someone to focus on fund-raising will be an essential going forward.  

Both the Secretary and Chair have served very long terms of office, through what has been an 
exceptionally busy time for the Group. The Constitution stipulates that both the Chair and 
Secretary should serve for a period of 3 years (I will have been in post for 5 years and Richard 
Small as Secretary for 8 years).  I anticipate that 2023 and 2024 will provide a period of 
consolidation and time for a much needed regrouping. This period will allow Marches Meadow 
Group to implement essential changes to the Organisation, without pressure from defined 
project deadlines. To achieve this we need more active participation from our 150+ 
households. Please don’t convince yourself you need special qualifications to help, as there is 
a small body of individuals in MMG who are more than willing to support your volunteering!

To allow MMG to continue to grow and function, I repeat my annual appeal for more active 
support from the membership.  This is now becoming critical. Without these changes and new 
active recruits to support  the Committee the Group will cease to prosper and move forward 
and the advances made in the past 6 to 7 years will be lost.  

When you receive Richard’s Calling Note and agenda for the AGM, please give some serious 
thought as to how you might become more involved with the valuable meadows development 
by MMG.  Please turn your thoughts into action and let Richard have details of which role, or 
part role, you feel best able to help with.  Thank you and kind regards David

97% of traditional hay meadows in England 
have disappeared since the 1940s
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STRENGTH & 
STABILITY CLASS 
FOR AGES 60+ 

Tuesdays 9.30am—10.30am 
at Minsterley Parish Hall 

   
Thursdays 10.00am—11.00am 

at The Pavilion Community Hub, 
Pontesbury 

Booking is essential. 
   

Contact Dan Lewis on 
 07904 338 791

or

 danlewisfitness@btinternet.com 

The Netherlands originally became independent as the Republic of 
the Seven United Netherlands, which lasted from 26 July 1581 until 
18 January 1795, when the Netherlands became a French puppet 
state as the Batavian Republic.  It was transformed into the 
Kingdom of Holland on 5 June 1806; since then, the Netherlands 
have been a kingdom.  The United Kingdom of the Netherlands was 
established on 16 March 1815. With the independence of Belgium 

on 21 July 1831, the Netherlands again took a new form, as the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands. Nowadays, about 80 per cent of the Dutch are in favour of keeping 
the monarchy. The current monarch is Beatrix.
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CALLOW CHASE, CRAWL AND POOTLE

We are staging the event again on Saturday 10th June. The times will be as 
last year with registration at 1130 and different start times for the different 
events from 1200. We shall have access to the whole village hall this year, so 
I promise no waiting around in the cold!

The Chase is just over 4 miles including several climbs and is timed. The 
Crawl at 3,5 miles is the opportunity to enjoy the local landscape at your own 
pace while the Pootle can be run or walked with your pooch over the same 
course.. 

As this is the second running of the new event there will be the chance to 
beat the course records as set last year for the Chase and the Pootle. The 
Chase record is currently held by Orlando Bayliss at 31:40 and the Pootle 
record at 31:15 held by Mal and Moss Fellows. The category records will be 
available on the website. Once again, participants will receive a memento on 
the day and there will be refreshments at the Village Hall.  The winner of the 
Chase will be named on the Richard Bayliss shield. 

Online entries are available. For more details, please check on the event 
website at  www.callowrun.uk.

I am delighted to announce that the 
event will again be kindly sponsored 
by Stapeley Veterinary Practice and 
also supported by Hope Village Hall. 

We are planning to use the same 
courses as last year and once again I 
shall be asking for local volunteers to 
act as marshalls on junctions etc 
together with any budding 
photographers / videographers to 
record different stages of the event. 
Please contact me at 
callowrun@gmail.com.

Further details will be provided in 
future editions of the Newsletter 
together with regular updates on the 
website.

Alistair J M Bates
www.callowrun.uk
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Sabrina Mobile Library
The van comes to our 
area on alternate 
Wednesdays
3rd, 17th, 31st May
Hope Village Hall 1.00pm

Snailbeach  Hall 2.00pm

Stiperstones Inn 2.30pm

Tankerville Pottery 3.15pm

Shelve Lower Farm 3.45pm

Pontesbury Open Hours
Mon 10.00 - 1.00

Tues 10.00-1.00, 2.00 - 5.00

Thur 2.00 - 5.00

Sat 10.00 - 1.00

Closed Wed & Fri

Enterprise House Welcomes a New Manager 
Enterprise South West Shropshire is pleased to announce the appointment of Polly 
Owen as its new manager. A familiar face in the area, Polly has lived locally all her 
life, studied Rural Business Development at Harper Adams and has worked with 
numerous national and local organisations.  With her knowledge and understanding 
of the area, along with her experience she will be a valuable addition to the team. 
Enterprise South West Shropshire is a successful social enterprise, based in 
Enterprise House in Bishop’s Castle, which has specialised in supporting the 
community, groups and businesses in the wider area for over 25 years.   Home to 
the library, Village Outreach Equipment Hire, privately rented workshops, offices and 
community storage, Enterprise House also provides a diverse variety of services 
from printing and publishing, IT support, business support, meeting space hire and 
co-working desks through to managing the SpArC Theatre and the Artificial Sports 
Pitch.  The past 18 months has seen the introduction of several new projects, 
including the Enterprise Initiative business support project, the Bishop’s Castle and 
Beyond visitor website and the Co-working Hub, all of 
which have been managed by Polly on a freelance 
basis.  
On her new position, which starts on May 1st, Polly said 
“I’m really looking forward to becoming a permanent 
member of the team.  Enterprise House is an essential 
asset to our community, and this is a fantastic 
opportunity to support the company’s continuing 
development in this important role.”  Acting Manager 
Sarah Ellison said “we are really excited to welcome 
Polly as manager, we work brilliantly as a team and she 
is a pleasure to work with.  We are all looking forward to 
a bright future at Enterprise South West Shropshire.” 
Polly Owen The Enterprise Initiative
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The English Civil War from 1642 to 1649,  
ended with the execution of Charles I, King 
of England and Scotland, and the take-over 
of power by Oliver Cromwell. It is told that, a 
cannon named Humpty Dumpty -  which 
actually existed - was put on the tower of a 
Church in Colchester  by the troops of 
Charles I, from where they fired on the 
Roundheads, Cromwell‘s army of the 
parliament, led by Lord Fairfax.
In order to stop this bombardment the 
Roundheads fired on the tower and 
succeeded in knocking down the cannon, 
and neither the king's men nor the king's 
horses were able to pull it into position 
again.

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.
All the King's horses, and all the 
King's men
Couldn't put Humpty together 
again!

This nursery rhyme is often said to be 
about Mary I (1516 – 1558), the daughter 
of Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon, who 
was made “illegitimate“ when her father 
married Anne Boleyn. She nevertheless 
became Queen of England when her half 
brother Edward IV, the son of Henry VIII 
and Jane Seymour, his third wife, died. If 
this theory is true, the song is most likely 
about religious persecution, specifically 
protestant persecution by a Catholic 
Queen. There are also many songs linked 
to the persecution of Catholics by Anglican 
Kings (Little Jack Horner, Goosey Goosey 
Gander). Religious persecution in the 16th 
century seems to have given rise to many 
songs.

Three blind mice, three blind mice
See how they run, see how they 
run!
They all ran after the farmer's wife
Who cut off their tails with a 
carving knife
Did you ever see such a thing in 
your life
As three blind mice?

As well as in other nursery rhymes there are 
many interpretations of this song. Possibly 
there is a relationship to the dissolution of 
the monasteries under Henry VIII. In this 
case the black birds would be the monks or 
priests, usually dressed in black, who started 
to sing (a scornful way to say that they 
cried) when the cake, the monasteries, are 
opened and consumed (became part of the 
property of the king). If 
we inteprete it that 
way, the last sentence 
would be very true. 
Wasn't that a dainty 
dish to set before the 
king? 

Sing a song of sixpence
A pocket full of rye,
Four and twenty blackbirds
Baked in a pie.
When the pie was opened
The birds began to sing,
Wasn't that a dainty dish
To set before a king?

The king was in his counting house
Counting out his money,
The queen was in the parlour
Eating bread and honey
The maid was in the garden
Hanging out the clothes,
When down came a blackbird
When down came a blackbird
And pecked off her nose!

Many of our nursery rhymes are 
likely to have been satirical, 
poking fun at kings, queens and 
politicians.
Here are three but you can 
research many more online as I 
did.
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Spain came into existence as a single, united kingdom under Carlos 
Ⅰ on 23 January 1516. The monarchy was abolished  on 14 April 
1931, first by the Second Spanish Republic — which lasted until 1 
April 1939 — and subsequently by the dictatorship of Generalísimo 
Francisco Franco, who reigned until his death on 20 November 
1975. Monarchy was restored on 22 November 1975 under Juan 
Carlos I, who is also the current monarch. Today, there is a large 
number of organisations campaigning in favour of establishing a Third Spanish Republic; 
however, only 25 per cent of Spaniards are in favour of establishing a republic.
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werlee10@gmail.com

Hair  and  Nails 
by  Avril

at  Richardson's  Salon
Main  road,   Pontesbury

Mon  Tues  Weds  Sat
Tel  01743  790386

Local  mobile
  service  available

Thursday  only  
Tel  01743  791274

The monarchy of Sweden goes back as far as the Danish one, 
to the semi–legendary kings before the 10th century, since 
when it has not been interrupted up to today. Nonetheless, it is 
not considered impossible that monarchy could be abolished in 
Sweden. The current monarch is Carl XVI Gustaf.
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Protect yourself from fraud and cyber crime
Reports of fraud or scams are ever increasing. Although fraud and cybercrime come in many forms, 
there are some simple steps you can take to protect yourself.
    • Do not give any personal information (name, address, bank details, email or phone number) to 
organisations or people before verifying their credentials.
    • Many frauds start with a phishing email. Remember that banks and financial institutions will not 
send you an email asking you to click on a link and confirm your bank details. Do not trust such 
emails, even if they look genuine. You can always call your bank using the phone number on a genuine 
piece of correspondence, website (typed directly into the address bar) or the phone book to check if 
you’re not sure.
    • Criminals use information about you that’s available online (including on social media sites) to 
make their phishing messages more convincing. You can reduce the likelihood of being phished by 
thinking about what personal information you (and others) post about you, and by reviewing your 
privacy settings within your social media accounts.
    •  If you receive bills, invoices or receipts for things that you haven’t bought, or financial institutions 
you don’t normally deal with or contact you about outstanding debts, take action. Your identity may 
have been stolen.
If you've lost money or have been hacked as a result of responding to a phishing message, you should 
report it to Action Fraud - www.actionfraud.police.uk or call 0300 123 2040.
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Prince Albert of Monaco, Marquis of Baux took over the royal duties 
on 31 March 2005, because his father Prince Rainier III was too ill to 
exercise his royal functions. On 6 April 2005, Prince Rainier died and 
his son succeeded him as Albert II of Monaco. Prince Albert II of 
Monaco formally became the ruler of Monaco on 12 July 2005, in a 
celebration that began with a solemn Mass at the cathedral where his 
father was buried three months before, after a reign of 56 years. His 
accession to the throne was a two-step event with another ceremony 
drawing heads of state for an elaborate ceremony held on 19 November 2005. He is the 
son of the late actress and princess Grace Kelly.
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A beginners and a  tricky puzzle today Don’t  let  getting  old  get  you  down  from 
Malcolm

1. When one door closes and another door opens, you are 

probably in prison.

2. To me, "drink responsibly" means don't spill it.

3. Age 60 might be the new 40, but 9:00 pm is the new 

midnight.

4. It's the start of a brand new day, and I'm off like a herd of 

turtles.

5. The older I get, the earlier it gets late.

6. When I say, "The other day," I could be referring to any 

time between yesterday and 15 years ago.

7. I remember being able to get up without making sound 

effects.

8. I had my patience tested. I'm negative.

9. Remember, if you lose a sock in the dryer, it comes back 

as a Tupperware lid that doesn't fit any of your containers.

10. I run like the winded.

11. I hate when a couple argues in public, and I missed the 

beginning and don't know whose side I'm on.

12. When someone asks what I did over the weekend, I 

squint and ask, "Why, what did you hear?"

13. When you do squats, are your knees supposed to 

sound like a goat chewing on an aluminum can stuffed with 

celery?

14. I don't mean to interrupt people. I just randomly 

remember things and get really excited.

15. When I ask for directions, please don't use words like 

"east."

20. Sometimes, someone unexpected comes into your life 

out of nowhere, makes your heart race, and changes you 

forever. We call those people cops.

-sources unknown.
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Key Phone Numbers

Pontesbury & Worthen Med   01743 790325

Westbury Medical Centre 01743 884727

Bishop’s Castle Med Pract     01588 638285

Montgomery Medical Practice1686 668217

Royal Shrewsbury Hospital 01743 261000

NHS Non-Emergency Helpline 111

Samaritans Helpline 116 123

Shrop Customer Services 0345 6789000

Shrop Council Benefit 0345 6789002

Shrop Council Welfare 0345 6789078

Shrop Council Bereavement 0345 6783028

National Grid 0800 6783105

Environment Agency 0800 80 70 60

Severn Trent Water 0800 7834444

Shrop Highways 0345 6789006

Shrop Citizens Advice 0808 2787894

Shrop Rural Support 0300 1232825

RABC 0800 1884444

Farming Community Network 01788 510866

Universal Credit Helpline 0800 3285644

Child Benefit Helpline 0300 2003100

Pensions Helpline 0800 7310469

Business Support Helpline 0300 4563565

Keep Shrop Warm 0800 1123743

Barnabas Money Advice 07507 663251

A4U 01743 539201

Age UK Shrop, 01743 233123

Just Credit Union ( 01743 252325

Christians Against Poverty (01274 760720

Shrewsbury Samaritans 0330 0945717

Shrop Mind 01743 368647

Alzheimer’s Society Shrop 01952 250392

Shrop Domestic Abuse Serv 0300 3031191

Save the Welshpool Air Ambulance Station - closure only 
delayed till 2026

The Wales Air Ambulance is running a series of 
consultation meetings on the future of the Welshpool 
base.: For details click on this link.
https://easc.nhs.wales/engagement/sdp/engagement-
timetable/

There are online events, and meetings in Welshpool and 
Knighton.
ALSO IMPORTANT
Please also send your experiences with this Air 
Ambulance to HealthWatch Shropshire.

  
Council Ignores Vulnerable in Digital Changes
Shropshire Council has been trying to introduce 
a ‘Digital Strategy’ which will mean that we will 
have to contact the Council online if we want to 
access their services, pay bills etc.
Whilst many of the proposals in this strategy 
make sense - allowing easier access for residents 
to report problems and the like, I have real 
concerns about accessibility.
Shropshire has a higher-than-average proportion 
of elderly residents, many of whom are not 
conversant with IT. When you add residents with 
learning difficulties or those without reliable 
broadband or mobile phone signal the numbers 
become significant. Research estimates that 
some 17,000 people in Shropshire are not 
digitally enabled.
 Already, for example, blue badge holders have 
to apply online for their badges - and in no other 
way. Given that the vast majority of blue badge 
holders are elderly or disabled this is already 
problematic for many.
The ruling group on the Council voted against 
my amendment to this policy at the last Council 
which would have allowed residents more choice 
in how they contact the Council.
However, I will continue to press for a more 
flexible than this.
 
Community Grant funding - Churches, 
theatres, Libraries, Museums, Youth, Football 
energy support, Road Safety and more
Please find the latest grant funding opportunities 
as compiled by the Rural Services Network on 
the link below. If any help is needed in 
completing an application or with a letter of 
support please get in touch.
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/rural-fundingdigest-
april-2023
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Road Works:  A488 Minsterley to Pontesbury
There will be disruption along the A488 from 16th May  to 15th June 2023 to allow 
surface dressing of the road. 
They are scheduled to take place Monday - Friday 09:30 - 16:00:
Prep Works -  16/05/2023-17/05/2023 
Dressing Works – 22/05/2023-25/05/2023 
Lining Works – 12/06/2023-13/06/2023 (ROAD CLOSURE)

(14/06/2023-15/06/2023 (STOP/GO)
PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE WORKS ARE WEATHER DEPENDENT 

AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE

From Heather Kidd

co
m
pl
et
ed
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The current monarch, of the House of Liechtenstein, after which 
the sovereign principality was named in 1719 is Prince Hans-Adam 
II who resides in Liechtenstein Castle in Lower Austria.  The family 
possessed the castle from at least 1140 to the thirteenth century, 
and from 1807 onward. It is the only remaining European 
monarchy that practises strict agnatic primogeniture. (males 
always take precedence).
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A foolish King was nearing the end of his life, and knew he 
needed a suitor for his daughter before he died.
In order to find the bravest, mightiest, most valiant man in the 
Kingdom (and perhaps cull out a few of the weaker ones), the 
King decided to host a challenge.
He invited the entire Kingdom to gather around a large pool that 
he filled with snakes, alligators, eels, and every other kind of 
danger he could imagine.
He announced that the first man to successfully swim across the 
entire pool would inherit his Kingdom, his throne, and his 
daughter's hand in marriage.
Before he could even finish his sentence there was a loud 
SPLASH and every one gasped at once.
All that could be seen were arms and legs flailing across the 
surface of the water as a blur swam faster than anyone had ever 
seen.  Finally, after nearly a minute of frantic swimming, out 
popped a dwarf, only 3 and a half feet tall.  Everyone was 

shocked.  As the regal King approached the man, he stared in amazement. "What a mighty man this 
must be!" he thought to himself.
The dwarf was hunched over, hands on his knees, gasping and huffing and puffing and trying to catch his 
breath. The King said, "Sir!! That was the most amazing thing I have seen in my entire life! I knew this 
challenge would reveal who the bravest, mightiest, most valiant man in all the Kingdom is! And even 
more so for a man of your short stature! Please! do you have anything to say?"
In between gasps, the dwarf said, "Yea.....Who the hell pushed me in!?"
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552/553 Bishops Castle Stiperstones Shrewsbury
Monday - Friday
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552/553 
Saturday
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