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On paper, the role of a Parish Council — the role of
your Parish Council — is to represent the interests
of the community it serves. In a more practical
sense, the Parish Council is here for you; it is here
to help. We do the mundane that keeps things
going; just as a few examples, we maintain the
churchyards, run the Snailbeach Public Toilets,
operate many of the streetlights, provide bus
shelters, and offer grant funding to local groups
and charities as needed. Our website provides
information on road closures and other similar
matters of local interest. We're working on
measures to do our part to tackle climate change.
Recently, we've organized the Smartwater
program; if you have not yet received your Kit,
please get in touch with the Clerk at
clerk@worthenwithshelvepc.org.uk

We already do a great deal, and we are anxious to
do more, but we need your help.

If you have a problem that you think the Parish
Council might be able to help you with, then get in
touch. If you are involved in a local group in need
of support, you might be able to apply for a grant.
If you have a problem or concern about a local
issue, contact your Parish Councillor or the Parish
Council direct. If you have an idea that might
benefit the community, get in touch.

Remember, we're your Parish Council. We're here
for you.

Richard Tongue,
Chairman, Worthen With Shelve Parish Council
(@ClIrRTongue)
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Inside this month

We have had a surfeit of elections
recently so this month's trivia has
an electoral bent.

Other features include

P3 Village News

P5 Shuttle Bus returns

P7 News from Westminster
P9 Pontesbury News

P11 Young rangers

P13 Natural England

P15 Read Easy

P18 Tale of two Kitties

P21 Curlew CountryP27 Puzzles
P27 Puzzles

P31 Younger readers

P33 Mercia Police

In my postbox this month

More kind words and donations.

Marie and Colin Edwards sent me a
nice letter with a donation. Michael
Honeychurch and Elspeth Gorman
have also been very generous.

Rosa's escapades with her "Two kitties"
have captivated many readers and this
month we see Rosa losing her
travelling bug and settling down at her
new home in Spain.

Colin Wallsgrove brought back
memories from two decades ago with
his letter and its great to see more and
more events being advertised and
promoted.
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Hi there Geoff Colin Wallsgrove here.

| was just sitting here deep in thought and |
realised that 20 years ago | was sitting in the
Stiperstones pub with members of the
Stiperstones brass band and the talk was all
about how were they going to get any money in
the year of foot and mouth as all the local shows
were being cancelled. | said that | am due to
retire in May so why don't | do a sponsored walk.
Without thinking it through, | thought | could do
the Pennine way but sadly the public rights of
way were closed. So thinking cap on, where to
go? | decided to walk the CAMINO DE SANTIAGO,
500 miles from France to Spain. Once | had
decided to go off and do it the band were very
pleased so the weekend of my retirement they
came and sat in the garden and played to send
me off on my journey. They also gave mea T
shirt which they had all signed along with
Stiperstones Brass written on it and with some
brass band logos. Off | went by train to the start
in St Jean and then on by foot towards Santiago.
It took me 26 days and then | went and stayed
with my nephew in Madrid to recover.

2 crazy things happened. In Santiago | was
running down some steps and somebody called,
“Wow Stiperstones Brass” ,and they pronounced
Stiperstones and not Stipperstones but by the
time | had stopped to go and find them they
were lost in the crowd. The 2nd thing | was in
Madrid sitting in the park waiting for my nephew
and a girl was walking by with her boyfriend and
she said "that old Spanish man looks just like my
postman". Well guess what she was right.

Since that life changing trek, | am still in contact
with some of the other pilgrims | met on route
and since then | have been out to Spain on a
number of occasions looking after refugios and
hostals and of course pilgrims.

So here we are 20 years on and the band will not
only be unable to get any funds again but they
can't even play together. How crazy is that?
Hope you are all well and | read the newsletter
on-line so am up and running with what goes on
over there on the other side of the hill.

20 YEARS A POSTMAN AND 20 YEARS RETIRED
All the best COLIN




GARDEN SALE TRAIL

Plans for the villages "garden sale trail" on Sunday 13th June are underway. We
are expecting at least 18 households to participate. The Snailbeach trail will take
you from the village hall around Lower works towards the smelt house and then a
lovely woodland walk to Upper works where visitors can take a detour to the pool
and mines site. The trail will then head up the main road towards Stiperstones,
with another house near Snailbeach chapel before hitting Stiperstones itself. The
Stiperstones stalls are up Perkins Beach dingle and the main road before the trail
takes you up to Pennerley where we have another three houses along a quiet
country track. There are lovely walks and picnic spots for those wanting to go off
the beaten track and of course the pub and shop at Stiperstones. Some stalls are
selling traditional "car boot" items (toys, clothes, household items, DVDs etc)
whilst there are others selling local crafts and homemade cakes. Some of the
stalls are selling for charities e.g. Hospice at Home, Air Ambulance or Severn. The
event will run from 10am - 4pm. Updates will be posted on our facebook event
page "Garden Sale Trail - Snailbeach, Stiperstones, Pennerley and immediate
area". Maps will be available on the day from some of the stalls and from the
village hall car park. Fingers crossed for good weather! Claire Corfield

STIPERSTONES BRASS

Do you play a brass instrument?

Stiperstones Brass is a community (non-competition) brass band that has been
playing at local events since it was reformed in 1972. We practice at Snailbeach
village hall on Monday evenings during school term time. The band has not
rehearsed since March 2020 due to Covid restrictions, but we are looking to restart
on 21 June.

We would welcome brass players and a percussionist to join our ranks. This would
be a good time for new or lapsed players to come along as we will be starting afresh
following lockdown. Our existing players come mainly from the Rea Valley/
Shropshire Hills area and some from Shrewsbury. We have a very experienced
conductor and a wide variety of music to suit all tastes. We have a variety of
instruments available on loan.

We are also looking to restart the training band from September. The training band is
suitable for learners and inexperienced brass players, especially but not exclusively
of primary and early secondary school age. We also encourage adult learners to
take up brass playing. Over the years many young players have moved from the
training band into the main band, but unfortunately a lot move away once they go
onto further education. The training band also rehearse on a Monday evening, in
advance of the main band.

If you are interested in coming along to a rehearsal then please contact
StiperstonesBrassBand@gmail.com

Julian Bromhead
Band Secretary

Page 3 June 202]



A M Batchelor Builders Ltd.

Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping.
Ovwver 30 vears of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd.
Coppice Farm
Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.
SY5 ONS
Mobile: 07785 531 910
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com

— e Electrical Installation
 AN———

Reglstered . !-‘ault FII"IdII'IE & Repairs
Competem # Consumer Unit Changes/Upgrades

Person ¢ Inspection & Testing of all Electrical Installations
—Electrical—  ® EV Charge Point Installation
» Verification & Testing of 3™ Party Installations
TRUSTMARK © _°" b,
T Government Endosed Guality @ BUilding Control notification as required

C F ELECTRICAL

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial
Fully approved & insured

DBS & CRB cleared electrician
Contact me for a free no obligation quote

No job is too small.
Contact: Carl Fleming
Tel: 07482 088298
Email: info@cfelec.co.uk

Mark Abrams
07515 441954

mwagardencare.blogspot.com MWA Garden Care
mwa.gardens @ gmail.com

Grounds and Garden Maintenance

Lydcote, The Lyde

/Even though America's voter turnout is among the lowest in mature \

democracies and more than a quarter of people who do not vote claim they

are too busy, efforts to move elections to weekends have failed.

The Tuesday after the first Monday in November was set as presidential

election day in 1845.

In the mid-19th Century, the US was an agrarian nation and it simply took a

lot of time for farmers to drive the horse and buggy to the nearest polling

place.

Saturday was a workday on the farm, travel on Sunday was out, and
Wednesday was a market day. That left Tuesday.
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SHROPSHIRE HILLS SHUTTLE BUSES 2021

Saturday 3 July - Sunday 26t September
weekends & August Bank Holiday Monday

The Shropshire Hills Shuttle Buses will be back on the road this summer taking passengers onto the
Long Mynd, and across to the Stiperstones, helping them to explore and enjoy this beautiful part of the
Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Change to the route — now turning at Stiperstones village

Regular Shuttle Bus passengers please note a change to the route. The Buses start at Carding Mill
Valley and call at the Beaumont Road bus stop in Church Stretton, before heading up the Burway onto
the Long Mynd. From Bridges, they travel to the Stiperstones National Nature Reserve, and onto the
Bog Visitor Centre and Stiperstones village. Here, the buses will turn and head back along the same
route to Bridges. At Bridges, the buses head back to Church Stretton and Carding Mill Valley via
Duckley Nap and Jinly, the northern end of the Long Mynd.

Support

We hope these changes will make the Shuttle service financially sustainable for future years. The
simple thing you can do to support the service is to use it, share your experiences and encourage your
friends and family on board. You can also donate through our Shuttle Bus Supporter Scheme and help
with passenger research and promotion.

Tickets

You purchase your ticket from the driver as you board the bus. We also offer a season ticket to buy in
advance which gives you free travel on the Shuttle Buses. Concessionary bus passes are also
accepted, and well-behaved dogs can travel with their owner at the driver’s discretion.

Further information

The Shuttles will run from Saturday 31 July, every
weekend & August Bank Holiday Monday to
Sunday 26t September. The buses are managed
by the Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership,
supported by Shropshire Council and operated by
local bus company Boulton’s. For more Shuttle
Bus information including timetable and route map,
ticket prices, suggested walks and ways to support
the Shuttle service please visit
www.shropshirehillsshuttles.co.uk
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Evont Equipment Hire Service

_p; e ing.an eyent post-covid® fEA)

Equipment Hire

NEED TO HIRE A MARQUEE,
GAZEBOS?
TABLES, CHAIRS, STAGING,
PA SYSTEMS, LIGHTS
we can help

CALL 01588 630097

villageoutreach@bishopscastle.co.uk
www.enterprisehouse.org.uk/outreach
0 villageoutreachBC

/The UK has no constitution,there is no single document setting out \
how the country should be governed. The UK is one of only a handful of
nations without a written constitution (the others being Israel, New Zealand
and San Marino), it instead relies on a huge number of separate laws and
traditions which evolved over hundreds of years.

A surprising number of features central to the British political system are

nothing more than convention. There is no constitutional requirement for

there to be a Prime Minister for example, it is simply a role that has
developed over time.

Don’t Ditch it
Mick’ll Fix it !

*TV’s *Videos
eStereos eKettles
*Electricals eLamps
eMicrowaves e¢Radios
*CB Radio *2 Way Radios

We do not repair “White Goods” (washing machines etc),
but will always look at anything else.

*Over 30 Years Experience
*Competitive Prices

*All repairs Guaranteed
*Fully Equipped Workshop

€nterprise House

{ D)

Contact us now for a quote

g o s 3 Tel: 07516 333141

Station Street, Bishop's Castle. SY9 S5AQ

Tel: 01588 638038 ) ) )
email: info@enterprisehouse.org.uk Emall:mlchaelwanIeSSS@g mail.com

www.enterpriseshouse.org.uk
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Philip Dunne MP’s latest Letter from Westminster

Following the move to Step 3 of the recovery roadmap last
month, we have all been able to enjoy some of the
freedoms that mean so much to us all.

CEMEIERD A
1 )

2 HOUSE OF
§ COMMONS

The ability once again to hug family and friends, and

overnight stays possible across the country, have given the opportunity to
reunite with loved ones in a way not possible for months. For those in care
homes across South Shropshire, loosening the rules to allow five visitors,
instead of just two previously, has meant a great deal.

For many people, the chance to get out and make the most of South
Shropshire’s great food and drink venues, without the need to run the gauntlet
with the Great British weather, has been a great pleasure. Like many others, |
took the opportunity to eat out and support a local pub once restrictions
changed to allow indoor dining on 17th May, and encourage others to support
their favourite local pubs and restaurants now we are able. It is especially
important to help them bounce back after such a tough year.

In @ welcome boost to South Shropshire’s vital tourism trade, hostels, hotels,
and B&Bs have been able to welcome back guests. Schools can once again
organise trips with overnight stays - crucial to support many of the outdoor
leisure businesses in South Shropshire, which rely on residential visits.

Later in the month, all being well, we will move to Step 4 - the final marker on
the roadmap. | write before full clarity has been issued about what this mean
in terms of any need for continued distancing or certification, but we do know
that the government hopes to be in a position to remove all legal limits on
social contact. But this will depend on other factors, like the successful pilots
of largescale events with crowds.

The fact that we are able to move encouragingly, and hopefully irreversibly,
towards resumption of normal freedoms we enjoyed pre-pandemic is thanks to
two factors: the continued respect for the rules by the public, and the
remarkable success of the vaccine rollout. The UK has been consistently at the
top of world league tables for our vaccine doses administered, helping to keep
our population safe. But sadly, risks remain, as we have seen from the
advance of new, more contagious or more deadly variants in other parts of the
world. So we cannot throw caution to the wind just yet.

We must continue to consider the vulnerability of those we contact, and
obviously watch how variants of the virus spread, and maintain social distance
when not with friends and family. Remember hands, face, space and fresh air.

As we approach the longest day of the year - the marker for the change to

Step 4 - | hope we are able to put this most difficult period behind us, and
move towards the return to normal freedoms we all need, and deserve.
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JIB Approved Electrician

Call 07966 788791
Quotations 01743 792013

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk

Efficient friendly service from an
experienced Electrician

+ Specialist in House Rewiring

+ Inspection and Testing of Properties

+ Extra Sockets & Lights installed

+ No job too small

+ We will fit your own newly
purchased lights etc.

* All work VAT free

¢ Fully Insured

* All work certified and notified to
building control

* Free Quotations

+ Competitive Hourly Rates

opsh'\(e Mobility

Freodowe For Living!

vehicle adaptation specialists

hand controls
left foot accelerators
car boot hoists
person hoists
swivel seats

secondary control
systems ...and more!

info@allshropshiremobility.co.uk

Offering a bespoke service to both
Motability and private customers

Tel: 01743 790 879

B/efore a bill can become law, The Queen must give her approval or ’royal\
assent’. She still has the power to grant [accept], withhold [refuse] or
reserve [postpone] the royal assent of any bill from Parliament.

In reality, no monarch has refused a bill passed by Parliament since 1708 so
it is assumed that that The Queen will grant assent to any Parliamentary bill

@sented to her.

/

Mark OQwen

Design, build and installation

Camping Pods T
Mobile Horse Shelters :ﬁ
Stables
All types of fencing, agricultural & domestic
'General Repairs to Outdoor Buildings
:Repairs to storm damaged buildings
'Garden Sheds & Garages
07973 329944

€mail: info@coldhillshelters.co.uk

wwuw.coldhillshelters.co.uk

LA \

/)
Pontesbury
GARAGE Services Ltd

COMPLETE SERVICE AND REFAIR CENTRE

{) All vehicle repairs

{3 Servicing - all makes and models
O Tyres - Clutches - Cam Belts

{y Brakes - Suspension

{3 Mot testing station
Unit 12 - Malehurst Industrial Estate
Minsterley - Shropshire - SY5 0EQ

info@ pontesburygarageservices.co.uk

FAST - FRIENDLY - RELABLE

Tel: 01743 296162
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Pontesbury Gardeners’ Association

As gardeners we're never happy with the weather: it's
too hot or too cold, too wet or too dry, and this year it's
been everything - all at once on some days. Some

; plants have been slow to get going, but now that we are
heading to mid-summer we can take a more positive attitude: the seed potatoes that
were planted in April will be showing good growth and a strawberry crop isn’t far
away. In the flower border many of the taller annuals and perennials will need support
to stop them all flopping over onto one-another; it’s best to do this before they are
too big - let them grow into their supports, and hide them as they grow.
If you've been participating in no-mow-May you can now get the mower out and tidy
up the grass; don’t take too much off at once though as the lawn will then look
scalped and suffer in any dry spell. It’s best to leave the grass an inch or so to keep it
healthy. Lawn clippings are very good to add to your compost bin, but if you have
allowed weeds to grow among the grass, or the grass seed-heads to develop, then
it’s best not to add these seeds to the compost as domestic compost heaps rarely get
hot enough to kill off weed seeds.
The increased interest in gardening during the lockdowns has increased the demand
for potting compost. We have another bulk load on order but delivery may take a
while. The reduction of peat use has meant that other materials have had to be
sourced, and increased demand combined with a shortage of these raw materials has
created the shortage. In the meantime we are taking delivery from an alternative
supplier so we should have a good supply of everything needed in the garden..

The Trading Post is situated in the Old Station Buildings on Station Road
and is open every Saturday from 9.30 to 12 noon.

Pontesbury and Rea Valley * /

learn, laugh, live

Contact Susan:
01743 791082
or. 07854110271

Look out for info about our friendly u3a on 2™ June

email: susanlockwood345@btinternet.com
There will be a stand in the Market Square in Shrewsbury hosted by Shropshire u3a
on 2nd June 2021
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Sone Wyl

FLORISTS

Fresh flowers, plants and a large range of giftware items

Anne Whysall Florists are based in our Studio Unit in Annscroft, Shrewsbury. We offer a local same day
delivery service, for orders placed before 10am. We are also able to offer both national and international
delivery through our relay partners. We are members of the British Florist Association and have been
accepted into the prestigious Good Florist Guide.

You can order flowers via our website, following a few easy steps or you can call our studio on

01743 792333.

wwwannewhysallcouk

ﬂere Is no fixed amount of time between elections. The law states that a \
,government must have an election at least every five years, but an election can be
called at any point within that time. The Queen has ultimate power over the
dissolution of Parliament, but convention allows the Prime Minister to choose
when this should be.When the PM decides the time is right to have an election,
they contact the Queen and ask her to dissolve Parliament. This often proves
\advantageous to the Government who usually wait until they are ahead in

\@pularity before putting the vote to the public. /
Crowning Glory
Feel HG?h?d_Feet
oot nea ractitioner

Julie Foster

= % DipFH MCFHP MAFHP
Val welcomes old customers and new, || Mobile satments in the comfort of your own home

Fully qualified in all aspects of hairdressing, ) f(ff:'ﬁw-"’ Bppointmeot call
4

Opening hours, 07772086846 r?
Tuesday - Friday 9.00am - 5pm go'ﬁim home foot care viﬂuﬁmlﬁ
Saturday 9.00am - 1pm Toenail trimming -lnsmwn'm%{ ®
Telephone 07768402491 Thickened nails - Fungal infections @
. Lacuna - Corn removal - Callus/reductiof
for an appointment.

Cracked heels and fissures - Diabetie foot care

Bennett’s Business Centre, Main Rd. Verrucae - Pedisafe nail reconstruction

Pontesbury Warm wax therapy treatment
: Manicure - Pedicure - Gel nail polish
JOIn Vql on FqcebOOk Fully insured and DBS checked. i
@CrowningGloryPontesbury
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S e JOohn Muir: The man behind
JOHN MUIR (1838-1914) sl === the beard. 1838-1914

g

With a beard to compete with today’s
hipsters, John Muir was an adventurer and
explorer, botanist and inventor. He was
born in Scotland but aged 11 he emigrated
with his family to north America. He is
famed as a founding father of the
conservation movement and was
instrumental in the creation of Yosemite National Park, one of the first National Parks.
Muir devoted his life to safeguarding the world’s natural landscapes, so his message is as
relevant now as it was then - he’d surely be best buddies with David Attenborough if he
were alive today!

He was passionate that everybody should be able to experience, enjoy and care for wild
places, and become active conservationists, campaigners, practical project workers,
scientists, writers and artists.

Muir’s legacy lives on in and is celebrated through the John Muir Award. Each year
thousands of young people achieve the Award by discovering and exploring wild places,
by taking part in active conservation, and by sharing their experience with others.

The John Muir Award forms the centrepiece of a new Young Rangers project right here in
the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, offering young people aged 12-
16 opportunities for hands-on conservation, teamwork and personal development.

To register your interest and to find out more visit:
https://www.shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk/our-work/projects/working-with-young-people

or email: joe.penfold @shropshire.gov.uk

Be inspired! For More about Muir - the man, the legend - watch this excellent short film:
https://vimeo.com/95260067

Thursday 3rd June - Building a pond-dipping platform

‘BUILD AND SKILLS’ PROJECT
10:30am-14:30pm at Poles Coppice, Pontesbury

This will be Young Rangers’ first build task and hopefully one of
many!

This project activity will be supported by the Shropshire Council
Rights of Way team. A dipping platform is essentially a boardwalk
leading to a wildlife pond - our plan is to make it wheelchair
accessible.

Other activities for the day include...testing it out...by pond-
dipping! As well as sketching out design ideas for a small
interpretation panel. This task is a good insight into countryside
access and Rights of Way work for any aspiring Young Rangers
out there!

For booking and further information please get in touch (places
are limited so please book early to avoid disappointment).
Parents/carers are welcome to come along, especially for those
who might be attending for the first-time.

Please email joe.penfold@shropshire.gov.uk
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NEIL JONES

RESIDENTIAL, DAY STAY & RESPITE CARE

Tyres, Exhausts,
CLIFFDALE CARE Bodywork

HOME Servicing and Pre
Cliffdale offers comfortable home-from-home MOTS etc.

accommodation for around twenty-five residents
over the age of 65 who require assistance with
everyday living and personal care.

SHREWSBURY ROAD, PONTESBURY, SHROPSHIRE _ At Green Farm
SY5 0QD Stiperstones, SY5 OLZ

TEL: 01743 790 261 Telephone 01743 791 783
Learn more at cliffdalecarehome.co.uk and Mobile 07810 232 309

facebook @cliffdalecarehome ||| a

ﬁearly 2 years without a government - \

In September 2020 Belgium’s warring political parties finally agreed to form
a government nearly two years after the previous one had collapsed.

The deal ended 652 days of caretaker and minority governments, since the
fall of the previous administration in December 2018.

%mish Liberal Alexander De Croo was sworn in as prime minister. /
Simplifying Computers (*ﬁ':- ==
o I-Iroﬁ and Technology -' Windows 10
El
s Tec , —
% across Shropshire AMDZ (intel

* Computer Repalrs 8 Upgrades * No fix, nofee * Cloud Storage * Data Recovery
* Internet / WiFi problems fixed * Backup Service — 3 copies of your data is crucial
* Business Support * Website and Email Hosting * Local Office in Pontesbury
* Smart Phones, Smart Speakers, Tablets, Laptops, Desktops, TVs, Security Cameras
* We sell 3 grades of Electronics — “New", “Open Box" or “2" User”, min 1yr warranty

* Optional installation * Check our website for stock  * One to one & group Tuition
® 01743 790968 i 07971 480036 @ greg@shroptech.com

Shropshire Technology Ltd. is registered with the |CO for GDPR - your data is safe with us
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NATURAL ENGLAND Thriving Nature ﬁ

for people and planet i

Notes from the hill

Last month |, all too hastily, mentioned that winter might be ending, and since then we
have seen one of the coldest and bleakest starts to a year with snow showers well into
May. Hopefully | can now be safe in saying that the hill should be emerging, at long last,
from winters grasp. The cold weather has held back a lot of normal wildlife activity and
has particularly affected the common gorse bushes, which have seen a lot of die back
across the country. The bushes are now flowering but a lot of the foliage has turned
brown.

.. Nesting birds are certainly later this year and some of the blue
tits in nest boxes that we monitor had a full clutch of eggs for a
couple of weeks before the adults finally started to incubate
them. Migrant birds such as wheatear, redstarts and pied
flycatchers were late returning and then all seem to arrive at
once over one weekend, with a handful of ring ouzels passing
through. Ring ouzels used to breed in the Shropshire Hills, but
unfortunately the last pair nested on the Long Mynd in 2006 and
they are now extinct in Shropshire as a breeding bird. A
particular shame, as their song varies from area to area, so the
Shropshire ring ouzel dialect has now gone forever.

On a brighter note | was surveying for breeding snipe along the east side of the hill this
spring and the first visit had five displaying males “drumming” over the wetter areas of the
slope, some on and some just off the nature reserve. Hearing snipe display on a still
evening is one of the most magical sounds to be heard in the countryside. The strange
pulsating, whirring noise is produced as the male birds fly sharply downwards. It is at this
point that their outer tail feathers vibrate and create this odd otherworldly sound. The
female birds below could be heard responding from the rushes, with little “chit-chit” calls.
Considering that the Shropshire survey in 2014 only recorded 5 pairs across the county
and in 2019 10 pairs this is a great result and hopefully evidence of the benefits of some
of our re-wetting work on this side of the hill.

As summer warms the ground, common lizards emerge from
their winter torpor and start basking in the sun. Like all
reptiles they are cold-blooded and so are quite sluggish until
they warm up. One of the best places to see these creatures
is along the access-for-all trail from the Knolls car park,
where they can often be seen on the rail next to the path.
However, there is a good chance they can be seen on any
south facing bank on the heath. They are known as the
viviparous lizard, which means that they bear live young, the
eggs being incubated within the body, an adaptation that
allows them to live in cool places.

We are planning to run the usual bird walk on the 6th June,
with bookings only, for more details contact 01588680048 or
stiperstones.events@naturalengland.org.uk.

From Simon Cooter and the Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak.
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_ Copywrite Print Design
-f The Flower Shﬂp . @copywriteshrewsbury

y '3 Station Road, Minsterley

\ ¥ Tel 01743 791860 . _—
Email theflower.shop@aol.com Commercial Printing

*
Fresh Flowers

Plants, Greetings Cards

Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons
and
Much More

Business & Personal Stationary
*

Ultra High-Speed Copying
sk

Design Service
*

High Quality Digital Colour
Printing
sk

Rodney Frederick Burt

Small Electrical wark, Maintenance and |i|]?:-'.i|'|'_1

Spa pkg rod Full Colour Envelopes
130 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury
01743 360424

rodneyburt20@gmail.com 46 Snailbeach Shrewsbury
07397516631 Shropshire SY5 OLT

www.copy-write.co.uk

@rliament was a medieval institution, originally summoned by \
Simon de Montfort in 1265 to add weight to his stand against King
Henry lll. By 1295 it had developed to consist of two burgesses
from each town and two knights from each shire and, with some
modifications in the Tudor period, this remained the basic
structure of representation until the parliamentary reform

Qmpaigns of the 19th century. /

HAIR B”Y JEN

3, STATION ROAD
MINSTERLEY

Tuesday 9 to 3
Wednesday 9 to 7

/" A FRIENDLY SERVICE ) Thursday Oto 9
.l Friday 9 to 5
JhNﬁlﬁQﬁf& Saturday by arrangement
WG WELAOE Barber service 07557 144139
i & Telephone
01743 792548
For an appointment
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READ EasY NEWSLETTER

Hello All RABI:
In ‘normal’ times, we would have held a number of fundraising activities over 28 ReadEasy
the the last year. As it's been far from normal one of our managment team has e
decided to embark on an epic fundraising walk to help our cause and two other = Chidren

.. . . (L¥in Need
charities which have struggled to raise funds.

Walking John o'Groats to Land's End

Steve and Juliet who live near Knighton will be setting out on the 10th May to
walk in relay accompanied by Poppy their dog, a total distance of 1,360 miles.

Steve is the Secretary for Read Easy Shropshire Hills and is also involved in

publicity. He helped to form the group in 2019. Juliet volunteers for RABI, a charity which supports
farming families in crisis.

Which charities will benefit?

Children in Need - This charity needs no introduction but it provided much needed support to Steve and
Juliet at a time when their son Nick was going through life changing surgery and learning to live with a
prosthetic leg.

Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution (RABI) - Juliet's connection with farming began when she was
a member of Young Farmers and has always had an affinity with the farming way of life. Many farms
exist on a knife edge and farm incomes are often precarious. In the past year pressures on farmers have
increased because of Brexit and the pandemic and farmers have increasingly been turning to RABI for
help.

Read Easy Shropshire Hills - Our organisation has carried on coaching over the last year and several
coaches and their readers quickly adapted to remote working. However coaching on Zoom requires each
coach and reader to have their own resources, so our coaching costs have increased.

Walking to Land's End the long way

Steve and Juliet's walk starts at John 0'Groats on the 12th May and will they will follow national trails and
minor roads on their journey.

They will pass through Inverness, Aviemore, Fort William, Glasgow, Carlisle, Lancaster, Liverpool,
Shrewsbury, Worcester, Bristol, Wells, Salcombe, and Plymouth before reaching Land's End in mid-
August.

You can follow their journey on the Shropshire Hills Facebook page and keep up with all Read Easy
news.
Would you like to support their walk by making a donation?

If so go to Steve and Juliet Gibbon's Just Giving page: Crowdfunding to help three charities close to our
hearts. Please support our walk! on JustGiving

Thank you for your support

Finding new readers and new venues

We are always looking to attract new Readers. If you know anyone who struggles with reading and is
interested in finding out more about our free and confidential service they can get in touch by calling
Amana on 07707 762653, or email her at shcoordinator@readeasy.org.uk.

Unfortunately, some of our coaching venues have sadly closed or may not be able to offer suitable

accommodation in the future. If you know of venues such as cafes, offices, pubs and shops, who may be
able to provide a quiet area where readers and coaches can meet, please let us know.
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J. Lewis |

& Sons DOMESTIC

APPLIANCES
Goal Merchants AT
Haulage Contractors & DRYERS

Hardcore, Sand & Gravels Same Day/Next day
NEW & USED SALES

service where possible
Tel: 01743 791366

All Work Guaranteed
jlewisandsons@outlook.com R | Boach norally aviilable

1 Delivered & installed to
working taps, etc.
Old Appliance Removed

Please ring
PETE: 07971252069

Norman: 07816 875233
Home/Ansa: Q1588 638677

@ voting qualification in the 19th century actually depended on owning}
large cooking pot. Such people were known as potwallopers.

In theory, the pot was to be taken as proof that they had a hearth big
enough to contain it. This, in turn, was considered to be evidence that they
were responsible citizens, owning the freehold of their own homes and
making a major contribution to the life of the community. It was thought

that this would ensure the right sort of people were voting on behalf of the
&mmunity as a whole. /

A Local Personal,
ATTERS  Bespoke Service

Lid.
www,wood—matters,co,uk
HAND MADE Tree Maintenance
GARDEN FURNITURE Hedge Trimming
o FROMT Woodland Mama?_emevﬁ
CYCLED IIMBER P\avﬁmg} Solutions
CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES Tradifional Hedgelaying
BENCH SEATS etc.
E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com 01143 891231 Oor 071974 30032%
Or call Graham on 01743 790 115
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10 Seasoned Logs for Sale
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Ch.o_y.aune. gm’m&.
with Anne Preece

Welcome to 'Cheyenne Tours.’
After many years of being involved
with coach tours | hope you will find

our Day Trips both interesting and
very reasonably priced.

We offer a friendly and enjoyable
service with coaches that are sourced
locally from Longmynd Coaches,
nr. Shrewsbury in order to keep
pick up points to a minimum.

For further details
please contact me on:

07966459806 or 01746 787237.
annepreece@icloud.com
or

Val at Longmynd Travel
01743 861999

We reserve the right to amend Tours,
excursion prices and details without
prior notice

a house to
purchase. We are looking
for a detached house,
preferably with three or
more bedrooms and, hopefully, with some
land say 0.5 acre or more. We have lived
in the Stiperstones/Pennerley area and
really love it, but we would consider a
broader area, west of the A49. We will also
look at properties needing renovation or
extension to meet our needs.

PROPERTY REQUIRED
We are cash Dbuyers
looking for

If you are thinking of selling, please do
contact us. As we've said, we are cash
buyers and are prepared to get things
moving quickly.

Robert and Grace Davies
07770 988348 robertd299@yahoo.co.uk

The

Stiperstones
Inn

oming E),
OQC € Zo
Knitter Natter

10am Every Tuesday!

Big Money Bingo
8.00pm Monday 7th June

Pub Quiz
8.00pm Monday 21st June

Christmas in July

Christmas Quiz and Bingo
8.00pm Thursday 22nd July

Christmas Dinners
Friday 23rd - Monday 26th July

Christmas Carols
8.00pm Saturday 24th July

Dash & Dawdle Special
6.00pm Monday 26th July

Big Money Bingo
8.00pm Monday 6th September

Pub Quiz
8.00pm Monday 20th September
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A TALE OF TWO KITTIES

CHAPTER 7: GATOS EN ESPANA — CATS IN SPAIN

Myself and my three kitties arrived at Madrid
airport and an hour later, after vet checks, we
were on our way in a hire car to Andalucia and
home. The Madrid spaghetti junction is always
a nightmare to me but | managed to get onto the
southbound carriageway. As | was unfamiliar
with the names of the districts surrounding
Madrid it took an hour and a half before | realised | was heading west instead of
south. Somewhere | had missed the turn off to the south as the road had curved
west. It was a shock to see Cordoba and Seville on the overhead signs. It took a
while to find a place to turn off the motorway and return to the southbound road. A
journey which normally takes 5 hours took 8 hours and this after a 9 hour flight and
3 hours hanging around airports. To say | was tired is being polite.

We arrived at my home which had been beautifully renovated over the previous
few months before my return. | now had a balcony and French windows in my
bedroom, looking towards the mountains, reservoir and fabulous sunsets. This
had been the hay loft with a small hatch when | last saw it. | settled down with a
snack and well earned glass of something strong to drink. The kitties explored
their new home.

After a wonderful night’s sleep and leisurely breakfast | started unpacking and
thinking about my new life. It was strange realising that | didn’t have to do
everything urgently before my next flight out to some far flung destination. | was
‘retired’, | had no job to go to, | was a lady of leisure, yippee. While | was enjoying
these reveries | had a phone call. It was my eldest son who lived further North in
Spain but frequently stayed with me on business trips further south. He asked me
if | had a black and white cat, | now had two. There was a moment’s silence. He
then told me a friend of his had passed my house early that morning and there was
a dead cat on the road. It was Shaggy. Poor kittie had obviously got confused in
the dark and ended up on the road. | had assumed he was curled up asleep in the
house somewhere. So sad, after such a tragic life | had hoped he would enjoy his
life of freedom in Spain.
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Tom Bombadil and Goldberry seemed to remember that they had been here
before and settled down quickly. Tom Bombadil would sit in the long grass of the
rambla opposite my house, waiting to pounce on small furry creatures. | would
see his head sticking out above the grass and when he saw my car coming up
the road he would saunter across to the house. | was always amazed at his luck
because the Spanish drivers would never stop for a cat on the road and Tom

Bombadil would never hurry. : ﬁ

Goldberry would hunt and bring in live mice, voles “
and other small beasties. She would drop them [ ——
proudly at my feet. They would swiftly scurry off -
trying to hide while | frantically attempted to rescue
them and put them outside. Tom Bombadil was
usually snoozing but would suddenly wake up and
deftly pounce, catching the unfortunate creature. He would then growl at us
daring us to try and take it off him, stupid animal, as if we wanted it. | would then
reluctantly have to open the door to let him out where he would dispose of his
catch.

Fortunately they resisted catching the occasional scorpion or snake who
ventured into the house.

During the heat of the summer we stayed indoors, temperatures reached over 40
C degrees. This was the desert region of Spain after all. Each year everybody
hoped the summer wouldn’t start too soon. The end of April was always a risky
time. One day it would be a very pleasant warm temperature and overnight the
heat would hit and last until the end of October. My house had thick stone walls
and was cool inside. The kitties appreciated the tiled floors throughout. It was
such a relief to get home after a morning in the weekly market. Normally we
wouldn’t venture out before six in the evening when it was relatively cool.
However the beaches gave some relief a couple of times a week with cool
breezes and sea bathing.

| had land around my house and a courtyard between
the kitchen and studio. This offered privacy for

sunbathing in the morning, | painted it in Mediterranean §
colours and had a wall of hanging painted plant pots.  §
The pots overflowed with magnificent geraniums which §
reminded me of my trips to the patios and courtyards of
Cordoba. |

©2021 ROSA MCCOMBE
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ﬁere were angry scenes at the 2010 election when some people were \
still queuing outside when the polls closed at 10pm. It would be difficult to
imagine that happening in the 18th century, when polling might typically go
on for a week or more, to allow voters from outlying areas to travel in to cast
their vote.

In the pre-telecommunications age, there was no need for elections to take
place at the same time, and there was often a staggered start to the voting

day until 1918.

{ocess across the country. In fact, elections were not all held on the samey

IMETRL
RECYLCLING

- == e e s s s o o =

RECYCLE YOUR OLD SCRAP METAL

WASHING MACHINES, COORERS, CARS, VANS, CAST,
BRASS, COPPER, LERD, BATTERIES, CABLE, FARM
SCRAP, OLD CENTRAL HERTING SYSTEMS, ETC.

NO LOAD TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL
FREE COLLECTION!

CALL - 07988 050 276
OR - 01743 791 493

Dave Ashworth

A
|I Heating Engineer

Service - Breakdown

Mobile : 07920 194107 Home : 01743 791202

Double Vision

Mobile BarS/ §
—'r Double your fun!

Double Vision cater for all occasions,
from weddings, anniversaries and village fetaes,
to business parties and corporate avents.

|
\-\ .‘

Mobile Bars « Hog Roasts «

Candy Carts

Jess Harding - 07828 785219
infofdoublevision-mobilebars.co.uk www.doublevision-mobilebars.co.uk
facebook.com/DoubleVisionMobileBars

GLADRAGS

New & Used Dress Agency
Call in to see our selection of
quality classic, casual & designer
clothing and accessories at
affordable prices

Spring is just around the corner!
Time to re-vamp your wardrobe.
We have now taken in quality used
clothing and accessories for the
spring season.

Should you require our ‘collection
and return’ service for a complete
wardrobe clearance, please call
one of our team for information.

UPSTAIRS AT
CONNECTIONS STORE,
SHREWSBURY ROAD,
PONTESBURY, 5Y5 0QD
Visit our Tea Room for
Ladies that Lunch!

T: 01743 790600
M: 07795 592716
Evenings: 01743 791935
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net

We are now taking

in new stock.

ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE
10 monthly editions per year

(No January or August edition)

Per annum.

Tenth page — £25

One fifths page — £35

Two fifths page — £70

Full page — £130
sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk
Telephone: 01743 791999
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Curlew Cam 2021
Coming soon to a screen near you
Wednesday the 12th of May 2021 sees the return of the
much loved Curlew Cam for its fifth year. The live nest
camera will be streaming from 10am, offering a wonderful
glimpse into the nesting habits of these secretive birds. The
camera is brought to us by Curlew Country, an organisation
that works closely with farmers and land managers in the
Shropshire Hills and Welsh borders.
Curlew Cam first hit the ground in 2017. Set up by Curlew Country, a conservation organisation
fighting to help severely threatened Curlew in the dramatic backdrop of the Shropshire Hills and
Welsh borders. The hidden camera gives incredible glimpses into Curlew nesting; showing the
innermost moments that could not be seen in such detail any other way. Curlews are incredibly
secretive birds, especially when nesting, and watching them on Curlew Cam is a unique chance for
enthusiasts and professionals alike to view something impossible to see otherwise.
Curlew Cam has been watched enthusiastically by a wide audience from the UK and oversees,
really capturing their hearts and drawing them into the secret start-to-life of young Curlew. From the
dedicated incubation of those beautiful, speckled eggs, through the intimate moments of hatching to
the adorable, fluffy chicks wobbling around on their too long legs and plus size feet, clambering over
their patient parents. Now, for the fifth year it is being set up and will be screening the much-
anticipated moments, both wonderful and tense via the Curlew Country website,
www.curlewcountry.org.
This year Curlew Country’s Curlew Cam is sponsored by the newly formed Curlew Recovery
Partnership (CRP). The recently established CRP brings together different organisations working in
Curlew conservation. It aims to share information across England to those who need help with
Curlew Recovery work and inspire others to become involved. To find out more at
www.curlewrecovery.org.
Curlew chicks are incredibly vulnerable, nesting on the ground they are threatened by predators,
accidental agricultural activity too close to the nest, and disturbance. But in order to bolster the
sharply declining UK population (by 50% in the UK in 25 years and 70% in Shropshire) it is
imperative that more chicks fledge to keep the captivating calls of these birds floating over our farm
and moorland in years to come. Curlew Country works in a regional stronghold for breeding Curlew,
with roughly 40 pairs returning to attempt to breed here year after year. But with the pressures
threatening them, they fail to fledge chicks in the wild. We are working hard with farming partners to
turn this around and providing evidence to feed back to policy makers. Our wide community of
Curlew supporters want to work toward a sustainable future for Curlew through achieving natural
nest success.
The Curlew Cam nest is protected with an electric fence, but it is still ‘touch and go’ whether the eggs
and chicks will make it or not. Keep an eye on them and watch their progress on Curlew Cam to see
if this year will be a heart lifting success or a reminder of just why we are fighting so hard to protect
these charismatic and vulnerable emblems of our springtime,
vibrant meadows and wild uplands.
Amber Bicheno

Wildlife Trust
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We are often told that Greece and particularly the state of Athens was the birth place
of democracy, but there were few ‘elections” where people voted for candidates in the
Greek political system.

Instead the Ancient Greeks employed a system called ‘Sortition’

Sortition, or election by lot, was a method of choosing public officials in some ancient
Greek city-states. It was used especially in the Athenian democracy, from which most
information about the practice is derived. Those wishing to take office submitted their
names, which went into a ‘hat’ and the successful canditates were drawn at random.
With few exceptions, all magistrates were chosen by lot, beginning with the archons in
487-486 bc; likewise the Boule (council) of 500 and the juries of the law courts were
chosen by lot. The practice of sortition meant no canditates could gain favour by
promoting themselves, spreading false rumours about other candidates, putting friends
and colleagues under pressure to vote for them or even using bribary but still provided
for a regular turnover of officeholders. The operations of government were thus not in
the hands of self assertive ‘experts’, but, through the system of sortition, the Athenian
democracy was not just the voice of the people but the actions of the people.

The rationale of sortition was the equality of all citizens. Only those who had
presented themselves as candidates were chosen by lot to fill public offices. Military
officers (including the 10 stratégoi) and some financial officials were selected by
voting rather than by sortition. But for the most part executive functions were broken
down into small tasks, of which each was entrusted to an annual board of 10 members
chosen by lot.

It is exactly 10 years since we had a referendum about the way we vote - do you
remember?

on 5th May 2011 we were asked
"At present, the UK uses the "first past the post" system to elect MPs to the House
of Commons. Should the "alternative vote" system be used instead?"

The “Alternative Vote” system on offer was this.

In elections held under the Alternative Vote, each voter may rank candidates on the
ballot paper in order of preference (1, 2, 3 etc.). For this reason, the Alternative
Vote is known as a “preferential” voting system. After marking their first
preference, voters may then choose to express further preferences for as many, or
as few, candidates as they wish. The count begins by allocating votes in line with
first preferences. If a candidate has an “absolute majority” - more than 50% - of
the votes after this allocation they are elected. If no candidate has an absolute
majority, then the candidate in last place is eliminated and their votes are
reallocated according to the next highest preference expressed on each ballot
paper; if a voter has not marked a preference for any candidate that remains in the
contest, then the ballot paper is set aside from the count. This process continues
until a candidate has an absolute majority of the votes left in the count, and is
elected.

Despite a strong campaign by the Lib Dems the nation voted by 134 million to 6
million to retain the old method.
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23rd July - 26th July

Christmas Dinners Available

Get together with family and friends
to celebrate the Christmas we missed in 2020

8.00pm 24th July
Christmas Carol Service

6.00pm 26th July
Dash and Dawdle Special

A village event just for fun!
With donations to Severn Hospice




OHN W. E. BEBB

Building, Civil Engineering,
Surfacing and Steel Fabrication
Contractors

Phone: 07815 801 871
Fax: 01588 650 386

The Bungalow,
Weston Road,

White Gritt, E il:
Minsterley, 7 i ]
Shrewsbury, sY50)) | johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

LOGS FOR SALE
Bulk Bag & Net Suppliers

Free delivery on bags £
within 10 miles. =
Nets for collection.

Phone: 07815 801 871

Danny Bebb

Vyestan R‘oad, Fax: 01588 650 386

White Gritt, greenacreslogs@hotmail.com
Minsterley, Shrewsbury,

SKIPO BAG
07815 801 871

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with
your waste and leave them in a vehicle
accessible place, call us and we will collect.

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

£72 Inc VAT for bag & collection. Discounts on
multiple bags from the same address at the
same time

SY5 0l

JouN W. F. BEBB

SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE
07815 801 871

Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.
Delivery available.

Danny Bebb

The Bungalow,
Weston Road,
White Gritt,
Minsterley,
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ
Phone: 07815 801 871
Fax: 01588 650 386

Email:
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk
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Mini Digger £50

High Lift Dumper £40
Magic Screed £40
Bull Float £30
Wacker Plate £30
Stihl Saw from £25
Pointing Guns £10
Grinders from £15
Welder/Generator £50
Trailer Hire from £15
And much more!




Better Broadband
for your community

Ultrafast Broadband where
other providers cannot reach

We are bringing

ultrafast broadband to your area

Unlimited broadband from 30mbps to a whopping 900mbps

Register your interest now on 03337 000 227

or visit our website at: www.securewebservices.co.uk

Q, 03337000 227
(@ ’ The Yard at
k Green Farm
@ Stiperstones
Shrewsbury

SWS BROADBAND SY5 OLZ
an W@@ company
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Harry Coyle
Landscaping
Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,
Slabs & Fencing
hcoyle@live.co.uk
Mob1. 0748 4 205 925
Mob2. 07866 007 428

HIGNETTS
of Pontesbury Ltd

est. 1919

Family run fresh food retailers

Locally sourced meat
Fresh fruit and vegetables
Fair trade foods
Bread, pies, buns and cakes
all baked on the premises daily

Freshly filled sandwiches
baguettes and rolls

Groceries at competitive prices
Garden plants and flowers
Compost and grow bags

UPS parcel collection
and delivery hub

Tel: 01743 790228
www.hignetts.co.uk

PHIL GRIFFITHS a1
‘&"1
Local Plumber S5

Tap Replacement and Plumbing
Repairs Undertaken

New Taps Supplied and Fitted
Home Choose Service

Established 35 years

Prompt and Professional
Pontesbury based

Tel 01743 790046
Mobile 07970 010148

- '

HOPE VALLEY RADIO

01743 791 379
07811 449 039

**www.hopevalleyradio.co.uk***
TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE

TV AERIALS e
SATELLITE DISHES
REPAIRS*SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED* |

John Powell’s
Home Improvements

For any Plastering, Tiling, Plumbing
and General Maintenance.

Can also fit kitchens and bathrooms.

Fully Insured.

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO
SMALL

Call John on
Home: 01743 791 627
Mobile: 07838 8015005
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We didn’t always get nil points

Who sang these eurovision

entries and which ones won?

1959
1963
1965
1967

"Sing, Little Birdie"
"Say Wonderful Things" 1981
"I Belong"

"Puppet on a String"

1968
1969
1971
1976
Me"

1997

"Congratulations"
"Boom Bang-a-Bang"
“Jack in the box”
"Save Your Kisses for

“Making Your Mind Up"
"Love Shine a Light"

Answers P31
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A man is on his deathbed, and he asks
his wife...

“Martha, soon I will be gone forever,
and there's something I have to know.
In all of these 50 years of marriage,
have you ever been unfaithful to me?"

Martha replied, "Well Henry, I have to
be honest with you. Yes, I've been
unfaithful to you three times during
these 50 years, but always for a good
reason.

Henry was obviously hurt by his wife's
confession, but said, "I never
suspected. Can you tell me what you
mean by 'good reasons?""

Martha said, "The first time was
shortly after we were married, and we
were about to lose our little house
because we couldn't pay the
mortgage.Do you remember that one
evening I went to see the banker and
the next day he notified you that the
loan would be extended?"

Henry recalled the visit to the banker
and said, "I can forgive you for that.
You saved our home, but what about
the second time?"

Martha asked, "And do you remember
when you were so sick, but we didn't
have the money to pay for the heart
surgery you needed? Well, I went to
see your doctor one night and, if you
recall, he did the surgery at no charge."

"I recall that," said Henry. "And you
did it to save my life, so of course I can
forgive you for that. Now tell me about
the third time."

"Alright," Martha said. "So do you
remember when you ran for president
of your golf club, and you needed 73
more votes?"

Voting results have just been
certified at my house

My wife will remain in charge
for another four years
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ﬁjr modern political leaders are noticeably younger than their

country’s youngest prime minister.

predecessors, but the record for electing young MPs belongs to the 18th \
century. William Pitt the Younger was elected MP for the pocket borough of
Appleby at the age of 21, and went on, only two years later, to become the

His great rival, the Whig leader Charles James Fox, was so young when he
entered parliament that he wasn’t actually old enough to vote! He was
%cted at the age of just 19, even though 21 was the voting age.

%

MSH Electrical Services

All types of electrical work
PAT Testing, LED Lighting

Central Heating Systems
Free Quotes | 40 years experience
Mike Hockly

Mob: 07961278028
Tel: 01743 891610
email: hockly342@btinternet.com

T P Hockly

Building Contractor

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions
Brickwork and Plastering
Driveways, General Building Work
& Building Maintenance
call Tim on 01743 791114
Mobile 07814 498 524

RESPONSIBLE DISPOSAL AND
REMOVAL OF UNWANTED BEE AND
WASP NESTS N

J SOLUTIONS
Electrical contractors

gilbeach, Shropshire, SY5 OLU

Nipstone Campsite
The Bog SY5 ON]
Tel: 01743 792073
Email: timrm@mail.com
Small friendly site for tents,

located 200m off the Shropshire Way
1. Campfires allowed, bring your own wood.
2. No bins on site. Please take your rubbish home.
3. £6 per person per night. Under 4’s free.
4. COVID. Sanitiser spray in all facilities
5. Freshly roasted coffee machine on site.

Smiths Butchers: Holly House, Minsterley. SY5 OBA,
We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies,
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits,
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

You can find us just over the Bridge in
Minsterley and opposite the church.

Smiths can be relied on to supply the best
British bred meats at competitive prices.
We have weekly special offers with a range
of great value freezer packs.

- and our pies are something special!
01743 791863

S & D Garden Services
Gardener Handymen

If you need help with your garden,
look no further!

Contact Darrell - 07340 716 311
or Steve - 07799 468 898
Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and
General Garden Maintenance
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Carers Week 2021:

The programme of free events organised by the council’s Shropshire
Carers Support Service, will take part between the 6 to 13 June and will

\ include both virtual and Covid-safe physical activities.
Events include:
\\. ,J Garden and museum visits
R Guided walks, nature trails and picnics

‘/] LIBERAL Carers surgeries
DE MOCRATS Quizzes

Story telling
Art and craft sessions

H eat h er Ki d d Health and wellbeing virtual sessions

Complimentary refreshments

Local Shropshire Councillor Carers Week is an annual awareness campaign that celebrates and
. for recognises the vital contribution of the UK’s unpaid carers — supporting
Chirbury & Worthen family members and friends who are older, have a disability, mental or
including Snailbeach and physical illness or need extra help as they grow older. It also helps people
Stiperstones who don’t think of themselves as having caring responsibilities to identify
Telephone: 01938 561 651 as carers and access much-needed support.
Mobile: 07980 635 518
Email: Carers UK report that since the COVID-19 pandemic over half (58%) of
heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk  carers are feeling more stressed and, half saying it had an impact on their
Facebook: Heather Kidd health and wellbeing, as well as their ability to take a break.

www.heatherkidd.org.uk
This year’s theme is “Making Carers Visible and Valued’, and throughout

the week we’ll be showcasing some of the personal stories from local
carers across the county.

PLANT HERITAGE SHROPSHIRE GROUP
CONSERVING THE DIVERSITY OF GARDEN PLANTS

GRAND PLANT SALE

at St Giles Church Hall
Sutton Way,
Shrewsbury SY2 6EF
Signed from Wenlock Road and old bypass

Sunday 27h June 2021
10.00am - 1.00pm
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PLOUGH GARAGE

Servicing & MOTs
Diagnostics
Repairs-Tyres

Air Conditioning
Pontesbury SY5 OR}
01743 790270
ploughgarage.co.uk

Established. 1919

e

10 monthly editions per year
(No January or August edition)
Per annum.
Tenth page - £25
One fifths page - £35
Two fifths page - £70
Full page - £130
Please contact the editor at
sammy@shnailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk

VPJ Electrics & Property Services

For all your domestic electrical
installation and property maintenance
Contact Paul Jones
Tel: 07976 909 434
Email: vpjones40@gmail.com

“No job too small’
Free estimates

Mnston Churchill is one of the few non-peer prime ministers not to be atm

to vote in his own general election. In the face of huge movements of
population during the Second World War, it became impossible to keep the
electoral roll up-to-date. Therefore, when Churchill called the 1945 election,
ration cards were used as the basis for electoral registration.

By some administrative oversight, Churchill himself was actually missed off

@ration-card electoral roll, and so he could not vote in the famous electiy

that saw him turned out of office.

| ln Bal

Alterations
Alterations, tailoring; dress

soft furnishi
curtains and cushi

Woodland

Plox 01743 791972

\_ Minsterley 07784 836599 /

Ruby Vehicle Services Ltd
-v-

Pennerley, Shropshire

Flexible, reliable services to keep you motoring

= HGV and light commercial repair and
maintenance

Service and inspection

Major repairs and restoration projects
Roadside assistance and recovery
On-site service available

Vehicle transportation

Technician hire

MOT preparation and presentation

® & 8 & & & @

info@rubyvehicleservicesltd.com
www.rubyvehicleservicesltd.com

07960 960730
fsb®
MEMBER 07940 577685
01743 792292
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Elections Crossword

Clﬂssrﬂﬂmsecrets.clﬂm
Elections Crossword — Brainbox

S ADGROTMCI KCRAO
HOFEOFNETEUOQETHTTCYV
ARMYV WA S WQUOADTI J
PF OETNPTFUREWNTRDS
MOCRACI VS TOCULT
OTRNELTLNTILTPETLTUA
i RHAMLUO QTETGRULOHN
© NFCEEULSWS KL A WU
€ 1 S YNCABINETOKTIM
3 FORTTRYTTHSRGS B
S ELKHOI CUI LEOEWE
O OF P ARLI AMENTTER
5 FAYMANCHOYAKHOT
& POLITICSTPARLTIUPE
A OLDHEZIXTIBST CRAMEN
CABINET GOVERNMENT
CHANCELLOR NUMBER TEN
DEMOCRACY PARLIAMENT
DOWNING STREET  POLITICS
ELECTORATE THE QUEEN

Doan

1. Thee kader of the Government.

(5, 8)

2, On Poling Day people
1)

3. The people wha ran the
countiy are callad the
(100

—_—

5. W one Partygdoes not have
enough votes to form o Government
on their own, they must form a

.

7. Vorers mark their vate ona
paper. (6

9. Pamies advertice heir 1o

show what they would do if they

won, [B)

0. Candidotes are in competition

for this

Across

1. Candidates belong ton
Polgical (]

4. People wote in an

6. Candidntes do this before an

election. (8]

8. The Government debares in the
House of o

A frightened man goes to the
secret police and says, “My
talking parrot disappeared.”

“Why did you come here? Go
to the regular police.”

“l will. I'm just here to tell
you that | disagree with
whatever that parrot is going
to say.”

What time did the Monster
eat the prime minister?

8PM
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Computer Problems?

N - B

Hardware & Software support

Friendly local IT support for home and
small businesses: South Shropshire area
We can resolve most issues quickly
and conveniently at your location.

Setting up a PC out of the box can be challenging, it

Troubleshooting, repairs & upgrades often ends up in c?lnfusion fresulting :;1 a macrlline that

. : is a pain to use. The manufacturers don’t make it any
Custom setup of : laptops, PC's &.Tablet.s easier, bombarding the user with multiple choices and
WIFI and cabled network configuration unnecessary software.

Broadband and internet issues By enabling easy access to the things that you like and

Malware and Virus removal requently use and by placing the things that you don'’t

Security software setup need or use out of the way, we can provide you with a
. system that is secure, simple to operate and

File rescue / data recovery customised to your specific needs.

Printer issues

Backup solutions : i . Contact: Rob

Mobile service to your door ! a %L\ - Tel: 01588-650567

i = Q Mobile: 07765-240718
Remote support e =l

Email: robwestonnet@aol.com

@ple don’t typically like politicians, calling them “clowns” or other \
derogatory names. Generally, it’s just a figure of speech, but the people of
Brazil took it one step further by actually electing a clown to their
congress. Not just any clown, but an illiterate whose campaign slogan
boiled down to “l don’t know what congressmen do, but vote for me and
I'll let you know.” Even better, he also heavily used the phrase, “It can’t

&etany worse” as part of his campaign. /

Investment Planning
Retirement Planning
Inheritance Tax

Planning

Intergenerational
Planning

Mortgages

It’s important you make
the right decisions.

th over 30 years experience, we offer friendly
professional advice on a wide range of financial
services.

1 Lewis Wealth Management Limited.
St. James'’s House, Anchorage Avenue,
Shrewsbury SY2 6FG

Office: 01743 444 700

Mobile: 07967 430 392

1 Email:  Neil.Lewis@sjpp.co.uk
IeWIS Weal th Web:  lewiswealthmanagement.co.uk
m an age m ent Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up
repayments on your mortgage.
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Key Phone Numbers

NHS Help
;ﬁ? 111
() Worthen Medical
PO L | C E EE PO L | C E 01743 891 401
Your Safer Nelghbourhood Team are: Pontesbury Medical
SGT 2382 Damien Kelly 01743790 325
PC 3331 Stuart Coote Shropshire Council
PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 0345 678 900
SC 39516 Amber Jones
Emergency: 999 Care in the Community
Non Emergency: 101 0121 318 5138
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111 Citizen’s Advice
Website: www.westmercia.police.uk 0344 499 1100
Twitter: @SouthShropCops Rural Support
Facebook: Bishops Castle Policing 0300 123 2825
Team Rural Watch Age Concern 01743 233
Email address: _123
bccar.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk Samaritans (Free)
(we welcome any images of 116 123
suspicious vehicles or persons)
Western Power
" CRIME/INCIDENTS TONOTEREPORTED | (Power Cut) 105
Severn Trent (emergency)
CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & 0800 783 4444
STIPERSTONES British Gas
15th April 2021 - 15th May 2021 0800 111 999
Arson The Bog Universal Credit
Fire started deliberately on farm which 0800 328 5644
spread to an outbuilding Child Benefit
Enquiries ongoing 0300 200 3100
Criminal damage Snailbeach Pensions
0800 731 0469
Assault Hemford HMRC Covid 19 support
Theft from store Worthen 0800 024 1222
Suspect identified Care in the Community
0121 318 5138
Public Order Offence  Worthen
. J
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Minsterley JMotors

Telephone 01743 791208
552/553 Shrewsbury to Bishops Castle

Monday to Friday
"“"';::f;:;"“" SCH SCH
BUS STATION, Stand N | 07:35 | 0B:10 | 08:50 | 10:05 | 10:25 | 11:00 | 12:00 | 1230 | 1330 | 1400 | 1435 1545 | 16:25 | 16:25 | 17:00 | 1740 | 180
ik el g o742 | 0817 | 0857 | 101z | 1032 | 1107 | 1207 | 1237 | 1337 | 1a07 | 1442 15:52 | 16:32 | 1632 | 17.07 | 1747 | 187
Shrewsbury Haspital 0202 | 1047 | 1037 1242 | 1242 | 1342 | 1492 1557 | 16:37 1712 | 17E2
Redbeook Quictd Ad.— Noe | a2 11:12 1447 1637 1822
Hamwood, Caradoc VeW | p7.52 | oiz7 | 0907 | 102z | w0az | 1017 | 12017 | 1247 | 1347 | 1407 | 1as2 1602 | 16:42 | 1642 | 1797 | 1757 | 1827
Hamwood, Cock Inn o7:54 | 08:28 | 09:08 | 1024 | 10:44 | 11:19 | 1219 | 1248 | 1348 | 14219 | 1452 16:04 | 16:44 | 16:44 | 17:18 | 17:50 | 1820
Lea Gross, adj i o757 | 0B:32 | 0312 | 1027 | 1047 | 1122 | 1222 | 1252 | 1352 | a2z | 1as7 1607 | 16:47 | 16:47 | 17:22 | 1802 | 1832
Mary Wabb Sk 15:20

Ponlesbury, opp Shop 08:03 | 08:38 | 08:18 | 10:33 | 10:53 | 11:28 | 1228 | 1258 | 1358 | 14:28 | 1503 | 1521 | 1613 | 16:53 | 16:53 | 1728 | 1808 | 1838

"‘;"gnf"'“m“ 06:07 | 08:42 | 0922 | 1057 | 1057 | 113z | 1232 | 1302 | 1402 | 1aaz | 1507 | 1527 | 1607 | 1es7 | 1es7 | 1782 | ez | B4z

Plax Grean, Crossroads | 08:08 10030 | 10:58 | 1934 | 12234 | 1304 | 1404 | 1434 1520 | 16:18 | 1658 | 1658 1814 | 18:44
Snailbeach, Vilage Hal 101 14:06 15:32 | 1621 17:01 16:46
Stiparsiones, ad| Pub 1105 14:10 1535 | 16:25 17.06 18:50
Hoge 08:15 1045 1240 14:40 17:05 18:20
Grvels 0818 14 1244 14:44 1708 1824
Whita Grit, Jct 08:23 153 1248 14:48 17:13 18:28
Lian Turn Jet 08:27 1057 1252 1452 1717 18:32
Lysiham Glebe Meadow | gg:34 101 1256 1456 2 18:36
E{m‘m" Sabp | ppy 11403 12:58 14:58 172 18:38
nope Lk, 24 08:35 1105 13:00 1500 1725 18:40
From 6™ January 2020
552/553 Bishops Castle to Shrewsbhury
Monday to Friday
"“‘u&“;;‘f"” SCH SCH

gl Morryibi i 0730 09:40 1220 13:30 15:40

g‘:ff“_mm‘“ Baopi o7z 0942 1222 13:32 15:42

Lyt ioe Heedow 0736 09:46 1226 13:36 1548

Lian Tum Jct 0740 0950 1230 13:40 1550

‘While Gri, Jet oTad 0 54 1234 1344 15:54

Cravels orar oas7 1237 13:47 15:57

Hopa o750 1000 12:40 13:50 1600

Stipersiones, opp Pub | 06:50 | 0720 | 07:50 a3 11:15 14:35 16:50

Snaibeach, Vilsge Hal | 06:54 | 07:24 | 0754 0827 11:19 14:39 16:54

Piox Green, Crossroads | 06:56 | 07:26 | 0756 | 07:56 | 0830 10:06 | 1121 | 1155 | 1246 | 13:05 | 13:56 | 14:41 1606 | 16:53

Minsterey. opp crown & | ne. cp | grog | o758 | 0758

seapis 0850 | 09:25 | 108 | 11:23 | 1957 | 1248 | 1307 | 1358 | 14:43 | 15:10 | 16:08 | 16:58 | 17:35

Ponlesbury, Hall Bank 0703 | 07:33 | 08:03 | 08:03 08:55 | 09:30 | 10:13 | 11:28 | 1202 | 12:53 | 13:12 | 14:03 | 14:48 | 1515 | 1613 | 17:03 | 1740

43k

Mary Webb -

Lea Cross, Opp Jct or.08 | o738 | pe0e | a0a 08:00 | 09.35 | 1018 | 11:33 | 1207 | 1288 | 1347 | 14.08 | 14:53 | 1530 | 1698 | 17:08 | 1745
Hanwood, Cock Inn o1 | o741 | 0811 | oem 0903 | 09:38 | 1021 | 1136 | 1210 | 1301 | 1320 | 1411 | 14:56 | 15:33 | 1621 | 1711 | 1748
Hamwood, Caradoc Viw | g7.43 | a7:43 | 08:13 | 08:13 0905 | 09:40 | 1023 | 1138 | 1212 | 1303 | 1322 | 1443 | 1458 | 1535 | 1623 | 1713 | 17:50
Radbrook Oekiob R | a1 06:18 1297 15.40

Shrewsbury Hosptal 0748 0818 0910 | 03:45 | 1028 | 1143 1308 | 13:27 | 1418 | 1508 1628 | 1718 | 1755
mﬁ.m'iﬁ o723 | 0753 | 08:23 | D823 015 | 09:50 | 1033 | 1148 | 1222 | 1313 | 1337 | 1423 | 1508 | 1545 | 1633 | 1723 | 18:00
Bus Statlon Stand N or.30 | o800 | oeso | va3o 0822 | 0e:s7 | 1040 | 1155 | 1220 | 1320 | 13:30 | 14:30 | 1515 | 1552 | 1640 | 17:30 | 1807

From 6™ lanuary 2020
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Minsterley YMotors

Telephone 01743 791208 www.minsterleymotors.co.uk

745 Mondays and Fridays only
Pontesbury to Clun 745 A Ludlow to Clun 745 B
0800 | 08:35 | 10:05 | 1045 | 1230 | 1345 | 14:45 | 15:40 | 17:00 | 1740 Pontesbury Shop 08:50 Ludlow Assembly Rooms | 13:15
Minsterley 08:55 Craven Arms 13:30
08:07 | OBc4z | W12 | M52 | 1237 | 1352 | 1452 | 1547 | TTOF | 14T Hope 0900 Long Meadowend 13:35
0812 | 0847 | 10:47 | 1057 | 1242 | 1357 | 1457 | ams2 | amaz | apsz | [CE¥ES 003 Aston oh Clim 1337
White Grit 09%:05 Lydbury North 13:50
Lydham 0%:10 Little Brampton 14:00
0817 | 0852 | 10:22 | 11:02 | 1247 | 1402 | 1502 | 1557 | 77T | 1757 Bishops Castle 0%:15 Cluston 14:02
= ’ - ) i ) - Colebatch 0%:20 Clun 14:05
08:19 | OB:54 | 1024 | 11:04 | 1248 | 1404 | 1504 | 1559 [ 1718 | 17:59 Clun 09:30
DE:22 | 08:57 | 10:27 | 1107 | 1252 | 1407 | 15:07 | 1602 | 1722 | 1802 Ounto Ludlow 745 B8 Clun to Pantesbury 745 A
Clun 0%:35 Clun 14:10
Clunton 038 Calebatch 14:20
08:28 | 0803 | 10:33 | 11:13 | 1258 | 1413 | 15:13 | 1608 | 1728 | 18-08 Little Brampton %40 Bishops Castle 14:25
083z | omor | 1037 | 1147 | 1302 | 1447 | 1897 | 169z | 1732 | 182 Lydbury North L] Lydham 14:30
Aston on Cun 10:03 White Grit 14:35
0834 | 0909 | 10:39 | 1121 | 1304 | 1419 | 1519 | 1616 | 1738 | 1814 Long Meadowend 10:05 Gravels 14:37
Craven Arms 10:10 Hope 14:40
12 2 17:40 Ludlow Assembly Rooms 10:25 Minstedey 14:45
00:15 1425 17:45 Pontesbury 1450
Dioes novt run on Bank Holiday except Good Friday
08:40 1045 15:25 18:20
08:44 10:49 15:29 18:24
775 Tuesdays only
0a:48 1053 15:33 18:28
Pontesbury to Bishops Castle 775 A Newtown to Bishops Castle 775 B
08:52 W57 15:37 18:32
Pontesbury Shop 09:30 Newtown 13:50
0858 1101 15:41 18:38 Minsterley 09:35 Kerry 14:00
l_l’_lgzﬁreen 038 Sarn 14:10
0858 11:03 1543 18:38 Hope 0840 Rlue Bell Wiis
08:00 1105 15.45 16:40 Gm\.\tzls . 05:45 Chl.lrch Stoke 14:20
White Grit 05:48 Bishops Castle 14:35
Llan Turn 0551
Bromleys Mill 05:55
Lydham 03:57
Saturday Bishops Castle 10:00
Bishops Castle to Newtown 775 B Bishops Castle to Pontesbury 775 A
o730 0830 12115 15:50 Bishops Castle 1008 Bishops Castle 14:40
Church Stoke 10:20 Lydham 14:43
5 s ] e Blue Bell 10:25 Bromieys Mil 14:45
0796 0996 1221 1556 Sarm 10:30 Llan Turn 14:49
Kerry 10:40 White Grit 14:52
OF: 40 0540 12:25 1600 Newtown 10:50 Gravels 14:55
Hope 15:00
o7 44 0844 12:29 16:04 Plox Green 502
o747 04T 12:32 1807 Minsterley 15:05
Pontesbury 15:10
750 08: 50 12:35 18:10
0705 09:20 14:45
o708 0924 14:49 4 ™
0711 | OF:56 | 09:26 | 09:56 | 1140 | 12:41 | 14:00 | 1451 | 1816 | 16:55
L]
0713 | O7-58 | 0028 | O6:58 | 1142 | 1243 | 1402 | 1453 | 1618 | 1657 I emp Orary PO St Offlce
O7:18 | 08:03 | 08:33 | 1003 | 1147 | 12:48 | 14:07 | 1458 | 1623 | 1702
Sti tones Inn
0723 | OB:0B | O9:38 | 1008 | 11:52 | 12:53 | 14:12 | 1503 | 1628 | 1707 1 2 1 5 2 1 5
0726 | 0B:11 | OB:41 | 10:11 | 11:55 | 1256 | 1415 | 1506 | 1831 | 1710 . tO .
0728 | 0B:13 | 0943 | 1013 | 11:57 | 12:58 | 1417 | 1508 | 1633 | 1792 I ulesdays Only
0733 | 0B:18 | 0848 | 1018 | 1202 | 13:08 | 14:22 | 15413 | 1638 | 17TAT
0738 | 0823 | 08:53 | 10:23 | 1207 | 13:08 | 14:27 | 1518 | 1643 | 1722 \_ )
0745 | 0B:30 | 10:00 | 10:30 | 1214 | 1315 | 14:34 | 1525 | 1850 | 1720
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