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Happy New Year Q

A barely done fillet steak, a crunchy pavlova, a box of

chocs, a fine french claret and a wonderful partner; just
close your eyes forget the lock down, forget the ‘
cold and the damp, just close your eyes and a o
romantic Valentine’s weekend in Paris awaits

inside.
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From the editor

Whats in this months issue? This month | have tried something
a little different. Threaded through

Aparty from musings of Paris and the adverts are little snippets of

items of affection:- 'pleasure' to try and help us
through this next lockdown. Follow

A thank you from Robert P3 the hearts for a glimpse of what

A new village hall committee P3 many of us might be missing over

Gardening News P5 the Valentine's weekend.

A farmers workshop P7

A sad goodbye to Joe Rowson P9 We have had distribution problems

Philip Dunne P13 owing to the lockdown and so we

Simon Cooter P15 have reduced the print run. Copies

Kitties part 3 P16 are available in the shop and if you

St Valentine P18 think you can spread the news a

Wildlife Trust Appeal P21 little by taking a copy to a friend or

Climate Action Partnership P23 neighbour who didn't get their

Puzzles P25 regular delivery, we would be very

Heather Kidd P27 gratefu|_

In the mines and WI P29

More puzzles P32 As always these days the
newsletter is available online at
www.snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk
The deadline for March is Feb 21st
articles to
sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk

| first went to Paris on the traditional school trip. A long overnight coach
and ferry journey with no onboard toilets and too few stops. It turned into a
traumatic trip as our French teacher died of a heart attack. For our
honeymoon we took the boat train from Waterloo with confetti spilling out of
our luggage and no money. We could only afford a small room with a creaky
bed and a bathroom down the hall that you had to pay 4 francs extra for.
Since then we have been many times by coach car and the brilliant
eurostar.  We stayed with our teenage children in a very french hotel
on Montmartre next to a nightclub. We loved the crowds and stalls
surrounding Sacre Coeur where Lara had her portrait sketched in the
street.

(i

On one of George and Joan's first Longmynd excursions ¥
we were treated to a luxurious Sofitel Hotel a glass
bubble lift and naked Germans in the spa!

We have cycled around the deserted city late on a
sunday evening and walked our feet off around the
shops and galleries - c'est si bon
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Thanks for Kindness
Yesterday (January 5th), | had to go to Pontesbury. | sat on a bench at St. George’s
while waiting for the return bus. When | got home, Lara Sproson phoned to say a lady
had picked up, from that bench, an envelope addressed to me. Lara would arrange to
collect it from her and return it to me. 30 minutes later, Elaine Uttley delivered it to
me.
The envelope contained papers whose loss would have seriously inconvenienced me.
My grateful thanks are due to the lady who spotted it and to Lara and Elaine for
collecting and returning it. Their kindness averted problems that my carelessness
would have caused me. In these troubled times, such care and generosity form
welcome signals of hope. Robert Currie, Snailbeach

Well, we eventually managed to hold the Annual General
Meeting (just before we were completely closed down
again).l am pleased to report that the committee has been
strengthened by the inclusion of four new members, who |
am sure will be bringing new vitality to our work once we are
able to get going again. Welcome to Anne-Marie and Carl
Fleming, Jenny Mix and Rod Burt.The only other change is
that | have stepped down as Chairman. | am remaining on the committee but, at
least for the time being, wish to take a slightly less active role. My
congratulations and support go to my successor, Julian.

The committee now is as follows: Trustees Tim Hockley
Margaret Price
Chairman Julian Bromhead Pam Davies
Vice-chairman Ray Harper Anita Evans
Secretary Pam Bickley Caroline Harper
Treasurer Maria Marks Carl Fleming
Bookings Secretar Maria Marks Anne-Marie Fleming
(assisted by Ray Harper if required) Jenny Mix
Health and Safety John Davies Rod Burt

The Sub Committees (namely Catering, Entertainment, Play Area and Building
and Maintenance) will be confirmed at the next meeting (to be held if possible in
February). For your information the sub committees are mainly made up from the
trustees but others with specific interests or perhaps skills can be co-opted onto
sub committees without being on the main committee. So if you feel you have
something to offer please step forward.l would like to take this opportunity to
wish everyone all the very best for 2021 and beyond. Raj ¢

“afpe
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Computer Problems?

Friendly local IT support for home and
Ty E . small businesses: South Shropshire area
%L\ @ We can resolve most issues quickly

and conveniently at your location.

h

-3

Hardware & Software support

Setting up a PC out of the box can be challenging, it

Troubleshooting, repairs & upgrades often ends up in c?lnfusion fresulting :;1 a macrlline that

. : is a pain to use. The manufacturers don’t make it any
Custom setup of : laptops, PC's &.Tablet.s easier, bombarding the user with multiple choices and
WIFI and cabled network configuration unnecessary software.

Broadband and internet issues By enabling easy access to the things that you like and

Malware and Virus removal requently use and by placing the things that you don’t
Security software setup need or use out of the way, we can provide you with a

. system that is secure, simple to operate and
File rescue / data recovery customised to your specific needs.
Printer issues
Backup solutions Contact: Rob

; ; Tel: 01588-650567

Mobile service to your door Mobile: 07765.240718

Remote support Email: robwestonnet@aol.com

4 Getting to Paris - Our The latest trains have a top speed\
favourite way is Eurostar, of 320 km/hour and it is a
you can now book direct remarkable experience flashing
from Birmingham. The through the french countryside.

London terminal is now at St Arriving in Paris you find yourself
Pancras, pobably the city's most at le Gare du Nord right in the
beautiful station. middle of the city.

Check in always seems easier than Who knows what adventures await
Et airports with fewer endless queues. us.

_J

Investment Planning

Retirement Planning

Inheritance Tax

Planning

Intergenerational

Planning

Mortgages

ith over 30 years experience, we offer friendly
professional advice on a wide range of financial
services.
3 (ﬁ Lewis Wealth Management Limited.
1, St. James'’s House, Anchorage Avenue,
. - Shrewsbury SY2 6FG
. Office: 01743 444 700
d Mobile: 07967 430 392
H Email:  Neil.Lewis@sjpp.co.uk
l EW| S We a | t h Web:  lewiswealthmanagement.co.uk
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up
m anagem ent repayments on your mortgage.
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Pontesbury Gardeners’ News
At the time of writing we are in 2021’s version of lockdown, whose rules are a little different to
those that operated in March. Within the current rules garden centres are allowed to open, so we
expect to be opening the Trading Post on Saturday 6 February as planned. However, this may
have to be reviewed if the Government'’s rules change.

Membership fees are due at this time of year: £2 per member, or £1 for those who are
retired. As we were closed for an important part of last year we are extending the membership of
those who renewed for 2020 to include 2021 as well.

We are expecting deliveries of seed potatoes, onion and shallot sets, pea and bean seeds
before our opening date, as well as our bulk delivery of multi-purpose compost. During last
spring’s lockdown so many people commented on the beneficial value of open outdoor spaces,
and in particular their gardens, so we hope that we can help everyone get the best out of their
plots this year, and look forward to seeing everyone on Saturday mornings.

The Trading Post is situated in the Old Station Buildings on Station Road and is open
every Saturday from 9.30 to 12 noon.

SHROPSHIRE ORGANIC GARDENERS

Note there will be no Potato Day at Wattleshorough this year

Price:20p per tuber

Here’s How it Works

Ordering your seed potatoes will be done by using an order form on
this site. Price per tuber is 20p.

Please ensure you provide contact details (phone and/or email) when
you order.

Keep checking back on here for updates as we are working as hard
as we can to comply with the restrictions we are all facing at this
time.

We will continue taking orders for the seed potatoes through
February and March and will arrange collection times and points
around the county. Please ensure we have your contact details.
Click on the link below to download the Potato Ordering Form

PAYMENT

Where possible we would prefer payment by BACs transfer to the following account:
Shropshire Organic Gardeners

NatWest business Acct: 10765972

Sort Code: 55-81-16

Important: please put your surname and the last 3 digits of your postcode as a
reference so that we can join your order up with the payment.

If you do not do on-line banking or would just prefer to send the order with a cheque:
Please make Payable to:

Shropshire Organic Gardeners

Send to:

Rachel Strivens

4, Pentirvin

Nr Minsterley

Shrewsbury SY5 OEZ

L4AeE T Y ¢ S

In your
garden

If you have a query:
email: shropsorgs@gmail.com
Tel: 01743 891607 — Rachel, Chairwoman
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J. Lewis | NORUSEONE

& SOnS DOMESTIC

APPLIANCES
REPAIRS TO
Coal Merchants COOKE u‘:;. WASHERS
Haulage Contractors & DRYERS

ht Day/Next d
Hardcore, Sand & Gravels e here possit

service where possible
Tel: 01743 791366 e u NEW & USED SALES

All Work Guaranteed
1 H il o Wil
jlewisandsons@outlook.com ishers

Old Appliance Removed

Please ring
PETEL QY971 252069

Norman: Q7816 H75233
Home/ Ansan OI588 G867

\ Bosch normally available
Delivered & installed to
{ // working taps, ete.

A box of chocolates will help us pass the time. Early South American

cultures drank chocolate 2500 years ago but we had to wait for the

Spanish exporers in the 16th Century to bring over the first cacao

beans and begin our love affair with this food of the gods.

The most expensive chocolate is made by the Amedei chocolatier of
Tuscany, Italy. It has won many awards and is the basis of the Golden
Opulence Sundae, a $1,000 dessert sold at the Serendipity 3 restaurant in
New York City and mentioned in the Guinness Book of World Records.

G J

w

A Local Personal,
Bespoke Service

Tree Maintfenance
Hedge Trimming

Woodland Management
RECYCLED TIMBER P\avﬁm% So\u?noms
CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES Tradifional Hedgelaying
BENCH SEATS etc.
E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com 01143 891231 Oor 071974 30032%
Or call Graham on 01743 790 115
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10 Seasoned Logs for Sale

www.wood—matters.co.uk
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Sign up for farmer
workshops on

Nr Nire Hill environmental schemes in
S 5 p > © . the Shropshire Hills AONB

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Do you farm within the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty? Are you interested to know
the latest on environmental schemes which you may be able to join? The Shropshire Hills AONB
Partnership is helping farmers in the area to access this information.

Coming up in February and March is a national online workshop aimed at farmers in AONBs and
National Parks to focus on Countryside Stewardship as a route into the Environmental Land
Management (ELM) scheme. The workshop won’t provide chapter and verse on ELM, as the scheme is
still being designed. However it will focus on what you can do now through environmental schemes to
keep money coming in as the Basic Payment Scheme is reduced.

The workshop will be repeated 3 times and will include:

information on changes to the Countryside Stewardship Scheme structure, including new options
for upland farmers

practical information and signposting

hearing from farmers currently in agri-environment schemes about what works and doesn’t work
for them.

update on the forthcoming ‘Farming in Protected Landscapes’ programme.

When the dates are fixed and registration opens we will circulate details of how to register. To join our
farmer mailing list for this and future updates please telephone us on 01743 254740, or email .

Welcome to a new way of getting together in 2021. We are the local u3a for
those of you living in south Shropshire, within reach of the Rea Valley, anywhere
between Bishop’s Castle northwards to the A5 and other villages in the
surrounding area. We are still open, active and keeping our members engaged in
a variety of endeavours (while the restrictions on face-to-face activities are still in
force due to the pandemic) including guests speakers monthly via Zoom, emails,
Skype chats, telephone calls and a 3-weekly newsletter. We offer a variety of
social, cultural and study opportunities for mature people (retired or semi-retired
over the age of 55), all run on a voluntary basis by our members for our

members. To find out more please contact Susan Lockwood

3 . on 01743 791092, 07854110271 or by email

e unversry oF Tie Tiro ase . SUSANIOCkwood345@btinternet.com
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FLORISTS

vysall

Fresh flowers, plants and a large range of giftware items

Main Road, Pontesbury, SY5 OPY
01743 792333

Currently closed during lockdown

wwwannewhysall.couk

rWhen staying in Paris we prefer to be right in amongst everything. Small
hotels or apartments give you easy access to the the tourist delights. If you
have watched the hilarious film Le Weekend you will know what we mean.
We think we stayed in the same street here we amused the cafe

owner at the top of the hill by trying in my best GCE french to ask

for bread and olive oil. A snack common in Spain but obviously

unheard of in France. It took many tries for him to bring what we

wanted. On spotting us the next day he shouted across the street

"Pain a I'huile d'olive" and gave us a Parisian shrug.

Dave Ashworth

@:I Heating Engineer

Service - Breakdown

Mobile : 07920 194107 Home : 01743 791202
Double Vision "

Mobile B;ﬂﬁ/ —— W
Double you! fun! ‘\

Double Vision cater for all occasions,
from weddings, anniversaries and village fetes,
to business parties and corporate events.

Mobile'Bars - Hog Hoasts!-

Candy Carts

Jess Harding - 07828 785219
info@doublevision-mobilebars.co.uk www.doublevision-mobilebars.co.uk
facebook.com/DoubleVisionMobileBars

METHRL
RECYCLING

e el B

RECYCLE YOUR OLD SCRAP METAL

WASHING MACHINES, COOKERS, CARS, VANS, CAST,
BRASS, COPPER, LERD, BATTERIES, CRELE, FARM
SCHAP, OLD CENTHAL HEATING SYSTEMS, ETC.

NO LOAD TOO BIG DR TOD SMALL
FREE COLLECTION!

CALL - 07988 050 276
DR - 01743 781 483
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Joe Rowson of 5 Crows Nest, Snailbeach.
28.12.1944 — 28/11/2020

Joe was born at the Crows Nest in December 1944. He
was surrounded by aunties and uncles and an adoring
Granny. One of his earliest memories was of Aunty
Molly Rowson pulling him on a sledge through the deep
snows of 1947.

He attended Minsterley school and then Mary Webb
school. He was quiet, well behaved and very bookish as
a boy. It came as quite a surprise when at fifteen he
announced that he was going to join the Navy to e
become an engineer. He was too young and had to wait i3t T
a year. So he worked for Morris’s delivering groceries " N
on a bike, Granville style. At sixteen he joined the navy b
at HMS Ganges in Ipswich and loved it. His career :
took him all over the world. He was involved in the B
Icelandic cod wars and spent time in the Middle and -

Far East. He always returned with presents for the
family and smart suits for himself. He was always a very generous man.

After twelve years in the navy, Joe came home and never really wanted to travel very
far again. He worked at Rolls Royce in Shrewsbury and then at the creamery

in Minsterley. He met and married Cath in 1981 and she moved to Crows Nest with
her children Daniel and Anna.

Joe was a staunch member of the Shropshire Steam Society and loved taking part in
the Steam Rally. He travelled with Cath and the children to other rallies around the
UK.

Joe had a lovely singing voice and was always interested in music. He played a bass
horn in the Snailbeach band, and at other times he had a banjo and an electric organ.
In later life he listened to all sorts of music on tape and cd.

He retired early after his first heart attack and was never fully well again. He still
went to steam events but over time was able to do less of the physical things that he
enjoyed with the engines and driving. He was probably never happier than when he
was driving David’s steam Lorry with the Morris logo on its side.

Cath died in 2009 and Joe’s health has been very poor in the last few years. He was
befriended by Glenys and an army of carers who looked after him well and enjoyed
his company. He certainly enjoyed theirs.

Sadly Joe picked up the Corona Virus when he was recently admitted to hospital. He
died on the 28th of November 2020. He is much missed by Glenys, his carers, and
the families of Daniel and Anna and Pat and Sue .

We would like to say thank you to all who stood on the road side and paid their
respects to Joe as his funeral cortege passed through the villages on his final
journey. It really meant a lot to us and we know he would have been touched by your
kindness.

Also thank you for your donations which amounted to £500 + for the British Heart
Foundation.

We hope to have a memorial service at Snailbeach Methodist Chapel with internment
of his ashes - as per his wishes - at a later date when it is considered safe to do so.
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Copywrite Print Design

. @copywriteshrewsbury

Commercial Printing

@ NEIL JONES

*k
Business & Personal Stationary
o _ Tyres, Exhausts,
Ultra H|gh-S|:eed Copying Bodywork
Design Service Servicing and Pre

* MOTs etc.

High Quality Digital Colour
Printing

>k

At Green Farm
Full Colour Envelopes

Stiperstones, SY5 OLZ

130 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury
01743 360424 Telephone 01743 791 783

Mobile 07810 232 309

www.copy-write.co.uk

On our honeymoon the budget would not stretch to an expensive
restaurant. We had croissants and coffee on the street (unheard of in
UK at this time) and watched crazy french drivers negotiate a tiny
roundabout with horns blaring.

One evening we splashed out on a grilled tomato for Susan and a grilled
sardine for me. On a later visit we did have steak; a whole fillet was cooked in
front of us and a generous serving passed to our plates, we soon despatched
this and were offered more, we accepted not knowing if the price would go up.
LWe probably could have eaten the lot had we been braver.

S
Simplifying Computers r/"“ﬁ"? ]
rop ® .3
il l ﬂnd Tﬂ:h“ﬂlﬂgY Windaws 10
; ecn.
a - 5
'?% across Shropshire AMDZI1 intel)
® fochno®

* Computer Repairs & Upgrades * No fix, no fee ® Cloud Storage *® Data Recovery
* |Internet / WiFi problems fixed * Backup Service — 3 copies of your data is crucial
Business Support * Website and Email Hosting * Local Office in Pontesbury
* Smart Phones, Smart Speakers, Tablets, Laptops, Desktops, TVs, Security Cameras
We sell 3 grades of Electronics — "New”, "Open Box" or "2™ User”, min 1yr warranty

®* QOptional installation * Check our website for stock ®* One to one & group Tuition
® 01743 790948 % 07971 480036 &= greg@shroptech.com

Shropshire Technology Ltd. is registered with the ICO for GDPR — your data is safe with us
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REGISTER NOW FOR BLISTERINGLY FAST BROADBAND

Get 2021 off to a flying start by registering for a BLISTERINGLY FAST broadband

connection from Secure Web Services (SWS).

Based in Shropshire, we've already started the roll out of Gigabit capable internet

SWS

connections and you could benefit too, whether you're a business or homeowner.

If you live in a rural location, you'll be all too familiar with the daily frustrations of a slow or unreliable
internet connection. Many rural communities barely reach 30 Mbps and some don’t even come close to
that, with speeds in single figures. Existing SWS customers enjoy superfast broadband and we've
begun their upgrades to gigabit capable connections; free of charge.

If that all sounds like tech speak, let’s put it another way; a Gigabit enabled connection will deliver the
internet service you've always wanted but never thought possible in a rural location.

If you're not an SWS customer at the moment, register your interest NOW and take advantage of the
Rural Gigabit Connection voucher scheme run by the Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport.
There’s further support from Connecting Shropshire with additional funding, however, that expires at the
end of March, so make sure you and your community register now to take advantage. It's simple to do
and SWS will complete the application for you, so there's no paperwork to worry about, easy!

If you're an SWS customer, make sure you register your property for a Rural Gigabit Connectivity
Voucher and we'll contact you when we're ready to uplift your community.

We have a full range of Gigabit connection packages for residential and business; the packages are not
exclusive, so feel free to choose the package that suits you.

SO, REGISTER NOW! Express your interest in a Gigabit connection today by visiting

For more information email or call 01743 627 027.

Would you have survived the pandemic if
you couldn’t read?

For many of us the restrictions on our lives
have provided the perfect opportunity to catch
up on a novel we’'ve been meaning to read, or
take up baking, learn a new a new skill, or even
become a teacher for our children. In fact, one
way or another we've all probably spent a lot
more time reading.

But it's not been this way for everyone. Many
adults missed out on the opportunity to learn to
read at school during the short period of time
when the basic foundations of this skill are
learned. In fact, research shows that over 7%
of adults didn’t learn to read at school and
most of them have never caught up.

It may be one thing not to be able to enjoy the
pleasure of reading a new title by a favourite
author, but stop for a minute and think how
different things would be if you couldn’t read
forms, shop online, apply for grants or benefits,
follow medicine instructions, help children with
home schooling, or follow the ever-changing
Covid-19 guidelines. Many people who
struggle with reading usually rely on the help of
others on a daily basis but with the recent

increased levels of social isolation a lack of
support has left many people coping alone.

Help is at hand! Read Easy Shropshire Hills is
a local charity which provides free one-to-one
coaching for people in South Shropshire and
the Welsh Borders who struggle with reading.
We match up each new reader with a trained
reading coach and they work at their own pace
without pressure through our reading
programme. In normal circumstances coaching
takes place at a quiet location but early in the
pandemic we introduced coaching online, or by
phone and many of our readers can carry on
learning even when they can'’t see their coach
in person.

We can now also sign up anyone who wants to
start our programme by phone or online so
there’s no need for them to leave their own
home. So, if it's not possible, or convenient, for
new readers and their coaches to meet face to
face we can get everything going remotely.

It's never too late to learn. please get in touch
to find out more. For a confidential
conversation, call Amana on 07707 762653 or
email amana@readeasy.org.uk

Steve Gibbon, Read Easy Shropshire Hills
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A M Batchelor Builders Ltd.

Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping.
Owver 30 years of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd.
Coppice Farm
Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.
5Y5 ONS
Mobile: 07785 531 910
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com

RICHARDSON

Crowning Glory
" House of Hair

HaIr BY JEN
3 STATION ROAD
MinsTERLEY

Our hairdressers are all in lockdown. All those of us whose
locks are getting out of control or whose 'natural' colour is
beginning to fade wish them a speedy return to business as
soon as it is safe to do so.

Mark Abrams

07515 441954

mwagardencare.blogspot.com MWA Garden Care

mwa.gardens @gmail.com ,
N Grounds and Garden Maintenance

Lydcote, The Lyde

Even a very unfashion conscious man like me could not fail to be impressed
by the elegance of French women. On the outside their attention to detail
and accessories is clear but what about beneath those chic Parisian suits
and dresses. Nylon stockings made their debut in Wilmington, Delaware, in
1939 as German tanks were driving up the Champs Elysée. After the war
French ladies would have instantly fallen in love with this synthetic fabric made of
“carbon, water and air.” | would like to think that many of the ladies visiting the
fashion houses on Boulevard Houseman now are still wearing stockings and not
tights.

.
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Letter from Westminster — February 2021

This month marks one year since the Coronavirus

reached our shores, and the remarkable transformation ¢y

> st o
our society has undertaken due to its devastating 3 i H OU S E O F
impact over the past 12 months. CO M MO N S
The whole country has come together to try to stop Philip Dunne MP

Covid in its tracks, and restore some sense of normality

to our lives. But at the heart of this great national

effort has been our NHS, who have endured 12 months of intense pressure, saving lives
from Covid while also maintaining as much as possible the regular service on which we
all rely.

So I wanted to take this column to offer my sincere thanks to all those who have played
their part — doctors, nurses, and all NHS and care staff, as well as those who have come
out of retirement to volunteer. Volunteers have played a key role in supporting the NHS
this year, whether in delivering healthcare or the vaccination programme, or helping
people who have been shielding to secure supplies. I am pleased the government has
swept away some of the bureaucratic issues that were preventing people from taking part.

Like many, I spent much of 2020 having meetings through Zoom, including with our local
NHS leaders and public health directors. I suspect for most public health directors around
the country, the idea of having to deal with a pandemic was hoped to be a remote
possibility. So I am grateful that we have been so well served in Shropshire, with an
effective test and trace system that has acted swiftly to curtail outbreaks, including last
year in few local care homes, some businesses, and rather publicly at a site in Craven
Arms. There is no question that swift coordinated action stopped greater spread of the
virus into Shropshire’s wider population.

Local GPs and primary care staff have also been crucial in the roll out of the vaccine in
South Shropshire, and the inspiring vigilance of care home staff has ensured that two
thirds of care homes in Shropshire remained covid-free last year.

I also pay tribute to the work of the Armed Forces, who have stepped up to offer logistical
and medical support, such as providing ambulance drivers, as well as personnel to man
testing centres around the country.

As a former Hospitals Minister, I am well aware of the pressure that exceptional events
can put on local healthcare systems, let alone a global pandemic that has morphed into an
increasingly contagious variant. So I can only commend and thank the resilience of all
those involved in keeping our health services going, but particularly all those working in
our NHS.

We are not through this pandemic, but each vaccine into an arm is another light to
brighten the end of the tunnel. I know everyone involved in care and health will continue
to do their utmost to keep us safe this year, as they did last year. So it is up to all of us to
step up too, and stick to the rules, follow the guidance, and take whatever steps we can to
break the chain of infection. That way we hasten the return to normality in the months
ahead.
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Harry Coyle
Landscaping
Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,
Slabs & Fencing
hcoyle@live.co.uk
Mob1. 0748 4 205 925
Mob2. 07866 007 428

HIGNETTS
of Pontesbury Ltd

est. 1919

Family run fresh food retailers

Locally sourced meat
Fresh fruit and vegetables
Fair trade foods
Bread, pies, buns and cakes
all baked on the premises daily

Freshly filled sandwiches
baguettes and rolls

Groceries at competitive prices
Garden plants and flowers
Compost and grow bags

UPS parcel collection
and delivery hub

Tel: 01743 790228
www.hignetts.co.uk

PHIL GRIFFITHS “*‘HL
Local Plumber Z=

Tap Replacement and Plumbing
Repairs Undertaken

New Taps Supplied and Fitted
Home Choose Service

Established 35 years

Prompt and Professional
Pontesbury based

S Tel 01743 790046
e H
s Mobile 07970 010148

HOPE VALLEY RADIO

01743 791 379

07811 449 039
sokokokok

TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE
TV AERIALS -

SATELLITE DISHES
REPAIRS*SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED* |

John Powell’s
Home Improvements

For any Plastering, Tiling, Plumbing
and General Maintenance.

Can also fit kitchens and bathrooms.

Fully Insured.

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO
SMALL

Call John on
Home: 01743 791 627
Mobile: 07838 8015005
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NATURAL ENGLAND Notes from the hill

In the last few weeks the hill has seen sub-zero temperatures and frequent falls of snow. Being out
on site has been a bit strange particularly on days when the green countryside around has been
bathed in sunshine, contrasting with the hill sitting under its cold blanket of snow and fog.

We saw a lot of people visiting the hill during the snow, but now that it has gone and the country
has gone into lockdown things have calmed right down. The nature reserve is still open but,
following Government guidelines should only be used by local people for exercise.

The wildlife of the Stiperstones are adapted to the unpredictable weather that the hill experiences at
this time of year and have found various strategies to cope with the harsh environment. The most
obvious strategy for many creatures is to move to lower altitudes and many birds either migrate to
sunnier countries like the cuckoo which heads off early to central Africa, notably the Congo. The
cuckoo can head off earlier than other migratory birds as it has handed over the responsibility of
child care to foster parents, by laying its eggs in other birds’ nests. In persistent hard weather many
birds that nest on the Stiperstones, like skylarks and meadow pipits will move away to lower lying
land and can often be found along the coast where the insect feeding is still good. Some resident
birds will change their diet from insects to seeds and plant material which is more plentiful in and
around farmland in the winter months.

However, the really tough birds, such as red grouse, remain on
the hill throughout the winter and have adapted to survive in the
harshest conditions. They have dense insulating plumage which
prevents heat loss, and their feathers even extend down to their
toes. They survive on eating the shoots of heather and other
plant material which is available even when the snow blankets
the top of the heather plants.

Some creatures that are limited in their migration and can’t find
a food source in winter, like bats and dormice decide to sleep
out the winter, although on warm winter nights bats can often be
seen feeding again. Many reptiles and amphibians like common lizards and newts will burrow down
to depths where they will not freeze and only emerge again when conditions are suitable. Insects
also do this but can also overwinter in various states such as egg, larva, pupa or adult. We will all
have seen queen wasps, the only survivors of the hive, which overwinter as adults ready to emerge
in spring to start a new colony. They will go into a semi-hibernation called diapause, from which they
will emerge if the heating in your house wakes them. Some butterflies overwinter as adults too, by
producing an antifreeze in their blood and the brimstone butterfly is one of these, often
overwintering in ivy, it is one of the first to be seen emerging in spring.

Our rugged Exmoor ponies can also cope with the toughest of winters. These ponies are the closest
relative to the original horses of Europe and have survived in the uplands since the last ice age. In
winter they grow an extra layer to their brown coats that protects them from the wind and rain.
They also have an impressive digestive system which allows them to eat and
process large amounts of rough vegetation including bramble and shrubs which
other horses would ignore. This winter fodder allows them to create heat in their
bodies throughout the winter months.
Simon Cooter and the Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak.
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A TALE OF Two KITTIES

Chapter 3: The move to Sohar Rosa McCombe

Sohar was a small coastal town 2 hours north of
Oman’s capital Muscat, and 2 hours south of Dubai and
the United Emirates. It was a sprawling bustling place,
very different from my previous home in Sur.
Everywhere in the country, roundabouts were a unique
feature. Each had a distinctive sculpture in the middle.
The strangest one | saw had imitation palm trees, this in
a land bursting with natural date palms. Another had a
giant open treasure chest with gold jewels and coins spilling out. Occasionally | would
drive the 2 hours through the desert to IKEA and the sophisticated shopping malls
and exquisite souks. The gold souk was like something out of the Arabian Nights.
However Dubai was very busy and the traffic was horrendous, | couldn’t wait to get
back to the peace and quiet of my home.

| and the kittens moved into our new accommodation, a 4 bedroomed villa. It had 5
bathrooms, 2 European and 3 Arabic. The tiny kittens were very shy and frightened to
begin with and immediately ran and hid. The following day | went to work and left
them to explore the house. My hours were 6am to 2pm to avoid the intense sun. All
shops, banks and government offices closed at 2 and except for government offices
they opened again from 5pm to 10 pm. When | arrived home | spent a couple of hours
trying to find the kittens. | was convinced they had fallen down one of the Arabic
toilets. These are porcelain trays with foot stands marked out on either side of a deep
hole. Finally to my great relief they crawled out from under the false bottom of an
Indian chest. | later put upside down coke bottles into the holes of the toilet to prevent
kittens falling in and cockroaches crawling out.

As the kittens grew more confident | left the living room window open. They could
jump in and out to explore the walled garden. Geckos were abundant and the kittens
frequently caught them. The wily lizards would drop their tails, which continued to
wriggle and keep the attention of the attacker, while the gecko escaped to live
another day and grow another tail. Often Tom Bombadil would sit on top of the wall
watching life outside the garden but he never wandered beyond.

A friend called one day and invited me to the cinema. He
was a Bollywood fanatic and this ‘cinema’ was a wooden
construction built on a number of tiered platforms in the
open air. We had to climb up rickety wooden steps to -
reach our platform. When the film started | was amused to Tom Bombadil
see the cars driving along the road below, go behind the :
screen and out the other side.
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It was so hot from March to November that the only respite was to drive up into the
mountains, called jebels. It was so much cooler and a group of us would camp
overnight. On one occasion we met an old goatherd who was knitting as he walked.

| was in Sohar when the Gulf war started. British troups were training in the deserts of
southern Oman. As | drove around different villages visiting and observing my
teachers, | wondered what the reaction of ordinary Omanis would be seeing an
English woman in their midst. It was comforting when they waved and smiled. The
Sultan had been educated in England and later served as an officer in the army.
There was a good connection between our countries. He loved the Scottish bagpipes,
but | was still surprised to see a band of pipers playing at the start of camel racing
anywhere in the country,

During Ramadan nobody was allowed to be seen eating or drinking in public. One
weekend, on our way home from a beach camping trip, one of our group bought us all
ice-cream from a village shop. It was very hot so we ate them in our vehicles. Two
teenage boys passed by and tutted and waved their fingers at us indicating that we
should not be eating. It went without saying, we were in their country, we had to abide
by their rules.

You could never tell an Omani that you liked something of theirs because they then
felt obliged to give it to you, Once | told one of my female
teachers that | liked her perfume. The next day she brought
it to me, it was an expensive oil from Muscat. Another time
| mentioned that | loved dates and that evening her
husband brought me a huge drum of compressed dates.

| loved working in Oman, the people are kind and
hospitable and they have a great sense of humour. |
discovered so much of the country and lifestyle. No matter
where | was, | always felt safe.

Goldberry

| had vowed to take the kittens with me when | left Oman.
Our next adventure was going to be a few months in Spain
renovating an old farmhouse. ,

©Jan 2021
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S+. Valentine,
while in prison, Cell in Jove
with & Jailer’s daugnfer
and Wwhen he was being faken {0 be killed
on fhe 14tk tebruary,
he wrofe a |ove lefter 4o her and signed it
“¥rom your Valentine”,
Thus $he name ‘Valentine’ was born.
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Saint Valentine, officially known as Saint Valentine of Rome, is a third-century Roman
saint widely celebrated on February 14 and commonly associated with “courtly love."

Although not much of St. Valentine's life is reliably known, and whether or not the stories
involve two different saints by the same name is also not officially decided, it is highly
agreed that St. Valentine was martyred and then buried on the Via Flaminia to the north of
Rome.

In 1969, the Roman Catholic Church removed St. Valentine from the General Roman
Calendar, because so little is known about him. However, the church still recognizes him
as a saint, listing him in the February 14 spot of Roman Martyrolgy.

The legends attributed to the mysterious saint are as inconsistent as the actual
identification of the man.

One common story about St. Valentine is that in one point of his life, as the former Bishop
of Terni, Narnia and Amelia, he was on house arrest with Judge Asterius. While
discussing religion and faith with the Judge, Valentine pledged the validity of Jesus. The
judge immediately put Valentine and his faith to the test.

St. Valentine was presented with the judge's blind daughter and told to restore her sight. If
he succeeded, the judge vowed to do anything for Valentine. Placing his hands onto her
eyes, Valentine restored the child's vision.

Judge Asterius was humbled and obeyed Valentine's requests. Asterius broke all the idols
around his house, fasted for three days and became baptized, along with his family and
entire 44 member household. The now faithful judge then freed all of his Christian
inmates.

St. Valentine was later arrested again for continuing to try to convert people to

Christianity. He was sent to Rome under the emperor Claudius Gothicus (Claudius II).
According to the popular hagiographical identity, and what is believed to be the first
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representation of St. Valentine, the Nuremberg Chronicle, St. Valentine was a Roman
priest martyred during Claudius' reign. The story tells that St. Valentine was imprisoned
for marrying Christian couples and aiding Christians being persecuted by Claudius in
Rome. Both acts were considered serious crimes. A relationship between the saint and
emperor began to grow, until Valentine attempted to convince Claudius of Christianity.
Claudius became raged and sentenced Valentine to death, commanding him to renounce
his faith or be beaten with clubs and beheaded.

St. Valentine refused to renounce his faith and Christianity and was executed outside the
Flaminian Gate on February 14, 269. However, other tales of St. Valentine's life claim he
was executed either in the year 269, 270, 273 or 280. Other depictions of St. Valentine's
arrests tell that he secretly married couples so husbands wouldn't have to go to war.
Another variation of the legend of St. Valentine says he refused to sacrifice to pagan
gods, was imprisoned and while imprisoned he healed the jailer's blind daughter. On the
day of his execution, he left the girl a note signed, "Your Valentine."

Pope Julius | is said to have built a church near Ponte Mole in his memory, which for a
long time gave name to the gate now called Porta del Popolo, formerly, Porta Valetini.
The romantic nature of Valentine's Day may have derived during the Middle Ages, when it
was believed that birds paired couples in mid-February. According to English 18th-century
antiquarians Alban Butler and Francis Douce, Valentine's Day was most likely created to
overpower the pagan holiday, Lupercalia.

Although the exact origin of the holiday is not widely agreed upon, it is widely recognized
as a day for love, devotion and romance. Whoever he was, Valentine did really exist,
because archaeologists have unearthed a Roman catacomb and an ancient church
dedicated to St. Valentine. In 496 AD Pope Gelasius marked February 14th as a
celebration in honor of his martyrdom.

Relics of St. Valentine can be found all over the world. A flower-crowned skull of St.
Valentine can be found in the Basilica of Santa Maria in Cosmedin, Rome. In 1836, other
relics were exhumed from the catacombs of Saint Hippolytus on the Via Tiburtina and
were identified as Valentine's. These were transported for a special Mass dedicated to
those young and in love.

Fr. John Spratt received a gift from Pope Gregory XVI in 1836 contianing a "small vessel
tinged" with St. Valentine's blood. This gift now stands placed in Whitefriar Street Church
in Dublin, Ireland.

Other alleged relics were found in Prague in the Church of St Peter and Paul at Vysehrad;
in the parish church of St. Mary's Assumption in Chelmno Poland; at the reliquary of
Roquemaure in France; in the Stephansdom in Vienna; in Balzan in Malta and also in
Blessed John Duns Scotus' church in the Gorbals area of Glasgow, Scotland.

St. Valentine is the Patron Saint of affianced couples, bee keepers, engaged couples,
epilepsy, fainting, greetings, happy marriages, love, lovers, plague, travellers, and young
people. He is represented in pictures with birds and roses and his feast day is celebrated
on February 14.

© Catholic Online
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Better Broadband
for your community

Ultrafast Broadband where
other providers cannot reach

We are bringing

ultrafast broadband to your area

Unlimited broadband from 30mbps to a whopping 900mbps

Register your interest now on 03337 000 227

or visit our website at: www.securewebservices.co.uk

Q. 03337000 227
(®
k The Yard at
Green Farm

SWS BROADBAND Stiperstones

Shrewsbury

aniﬂfm company SY5 OLZ

Page 20 February 2021



From the Shropshire Star

By Dominic Robertson

Shl‘OpShil'e Wildlife Trust has launched an appeal for money so it can buy 12 acres at one
of the county's most treasured beauty spots.

The trust is raising money so it can buy 12 acres of little fields on The Stiperstones above
Tankerville, Pennerley.

The restoration and protection of natural habitats on The Stiperstones is one of the trust's most
cherished projects, which began with the 'back to purple’ heathland recovery scheme more than 20
years ago.

John Hughes, development manager at the trust said: “Much has been achieved during this period
and now we have an opportunity to ensure the protection of another delightful piece of land."

The Stiperstones, is of the most picturesque landscapes in the county, and now Shropshire Wildlife
Trust is trying to raise money to buy a section of the National Nature Reserve.

The land has been put up for sale by a local landowner, who is very keen that it should continue to
be managed to conserve its character and wildlife.

It lies within the National Nature Reserve, below the Devil's Chair, with views west over Hope Valley
and north to Perkins Beach — a Stiperstones landmark.

Mr Hughes added: “We would really appreciate every donation — there are currently very few grant
funding opportunities for land purchase — so we are relying completely on the generosity of our
supporters.

"It is a place of great charm, with much to explore and wonder at — and it is an integral part of The
Stiperstones landscape.”

Donations can be made securely online at shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk, by phone on 01743 284299
or by cheque payable to Shropshire Wildlife Trust and posted to 193 Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury
SY2 6AH.
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The Bungalow, Phone: 07815 801 871

Weston Road, Fax: 01588 650 386
White Gritt, Email:
Minsterley, i

Shrewsbury, sYs 01 |10 hnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

LoGs FOR SALE
Bulk Bag & Net Suppliers

Free delivery on bags £~
within 10 miles.
Nets for collection.

Danny Bebb
Weston Road,

White Gritt,

Minsterley, Shrewshury,
SY5 0u

Phone: 07815 801 871
Fao:: 01588 650 386
greenacreslogs@hotmail.com

SKIPO BAG
07815 801 871

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with
your waste and leave them in a vehicle
accessible place, call us and we will collect.

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

£72 Inc VAT for bag & collection. Discounts on
multiple bags from the same address at the
same time

JoHN W. F. BEBB

SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE
07815 801 871

Danny Bebb

The Bungalow,
Weston Road,
White Gritt,
Minsterley,
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ

Phone: 07815 801 871
Fax: 01588 650 386
Email:
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk
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Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.
Delivery available.

Mini Digger £50

High Lift Dumper £40
Magic Screed £40
Bull Float £30
Wacker Plate £30
Stihl Saw from £25
Pointing Guns £10
Grinders from £15
Welder/Generator £50
Trailer Hire from £15
And much more!




Shropshire Climate Action Partnership (SCAP) -
for a Zero Carbon Shropshire.

“The year is 2030, and reality has finally hit. We have lost the battle. Remember when you
used to turn the lights off to ‘save the polar bears’? Well, they are no more... at least not where
they used to belong. In future, zoos are more like a history book of what life once was. This is
evidence of the biggest war mankind has ever lost, the one against itself. “
This is a quote from a member of the young SCAP team, a clarion call for all of us who do not
want to see our planet destroyed, who want to leave the Earth in better shape than they found
it for future generations.
This is SCAP’s mission, to reach all of us in the county — individuals, councils, businesses,
industry, farmers, MPs - with the message that the climate and ecological emergency is here
now, we need to inject a sense of urgency in what we are trying to do about it, and that we all
have a part to play.
We are a not-for-profit organisation formally launched in August 2020.
Right now, we have more than a hundred volunteers from all walks of life. We involve business
enterprises, landowners, charities, councils, community organisations and individuals. Together
we have been working to make and implement a plan, a “call to action,” suitable for a zero
carbon Shropshire through:

* rapid decarbonisation,

* large-scale restoration of biodiversity and natural habitat,

» development of resilient and inclusive communities and enterprises for a sustainable
future.
Our plan is a statement of where we are today, where we must get to, and how we can get
there.

Learn the 5 R’s: refuse, reduce, reuse, rot, recycle:

Shropshire Climate /ciion Partnership Going zero waste is a great step towards
T e o ing cli h . Practicing the 5 R’s of
Our Arnbition for Shropshire combating climate c ang’e racticing the 5R’s o
ok i i zero waste can help. You’ve probably heard of the
SHNPS‘." hire will "mg to achf:“ the following: three R’s: Reduce, Reuse gnd Recycle. But there are
two more that are equally important. Lets break it

20,000 homes down:
- ..I 5 P own

Insulated to high standards
suitabile for switchaver and

swichiomgs r Ihestigho |yestment of €200M REFUSE: Avoid single use plastics and paper
sm"“"g '}“:LPF'""'“ TN products by saying no thank you, opting for
sgrdi i, 2,000 reusables.
= powering the grid and
1 private wire demand i mes REDUCE: Downsize what you purchase, opting to
8,000 acres 1094 i
crshvopse o % recossion be more mindful of what you really need.
y by shifci N .
re-wilded a‘é,’i?e;::,;? QE REUSE: Always find a way to keep an item out of
7 woodland S iatiog the landfill by keeping it in great condition,
10% reduction in waste repairing or upcycling it when it breaks.
Recovery, renewal and profection 7] T
of 10% of Shropshire :?fj:i;:‘ii‘;‘i:ﬁ?ﬁ; & é ROT: Set up a box for your food scraps, or find a

peatiands andWetands and pramsng seue ofmaseri food scrap drop off center (like a farmers market, or

ﬂ Dot hghweystudgets B()) il gﬁ % community garden) near your house.

‘ gq dedicated to hifting from car

ta prioritise active travel - Ofew hedgerowlad

RECYCLE: Properly recycle any plastic, , glass or
that comes into your life you cannot refuse, reduce,
or reuse by researching your state’s recycling laws.
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© opshire Mobility
> Froedowe For. Lutng!

vehicle adaptation specialists _

JIB Approved Electrician g

Call 07966 788791
Quotations 01743 792013

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk left foot accelerators
Efficient friendly service from an
experienced Electrician

hand controls

car boot hoists
person hoists

+ Specialist in House Rewiring swivel seats

+ Inspection and Testing of Properties

+ Extra Sockets & Lights installed _ Secondary, cant.r‘al' 7

+ No job too small

+ We will fit your own newly
purchased lights etc.

* All work VAT free

¢ Fully Insured info@allshropshiremobility.co.uk

. AII_wprk certified and notified to Offering a bespoke service to both
building control Motability and private customers

* Free Quotations

+ Competitive Hourly Rates Tel: 01743 790 879

Paris has everything a shop-aholic could desire. The awe inspiring dome of
the most famous department store Gallery Lafyette, Montmartre's bustling
material shops piled high with fabrics from all over the world, the Flea
Market with antique furniture and weapons piled high in tiny stalls, the book
and art sellers ranged along the banks of the Seine provide an experience
second to none.

Many shops still close for lunch, an important part of a Parisians' day. We
were surprised to see market stall holders layout a table with fine napkins
Land wine glasses to enjoy their meal in style.

\a Hill Sheyze —
S’ | (Pontesbury
Mark Owen GARAGE Services Ltd

Reign. butl ued atolatico COMPLETE SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE
Camping Pods .
Mobile Horse Shelbars ) All vehicle repairs
Stables {3 Servicing - all makes and models
All types of fencing, agricultural & domestic o Tyres - Clutches - Cam Belts
+General Repairs to Outdoor Buildings .
-Repairs to storm damaged buildings {3 Brakes - Suspension

‘Garden Sheds & Garages ﬁ £ Mot testing station
= Unit 12 - Malehurst Industrial Estate
U?g?S 329944 M‘II-'II[I! terley -Ighrlnjl:rsf:lrer- Er':'ﬁ |:|E'|‘.;l:|

Email: info@coldhillshelters.co.uk
wwuw.coldhillshelters.co.uk

info(@pontesburygarageservices.co.uk

FAST - FRIENDLY - RELIABLE

Tel: 01743 296162
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birthdays.

When we first went to Paris a bottle of wine was for Christmas or
In Paris we found the wine often cheaper than Coca Cola.
The French have seen their trade abroad hit hard by New World wines
and even some produced in the UK.
space is given to imported brands. Here you can find a flagon of
cooking wines costing a few francs side by side with a beautifully boxed
claret that you would need to take out a mortgage for.
Tanners website quotes "To our minds, Bordeaux still produces the best
Lvalue Cabernet and Merlot-based wines in the world!" D

In French supermarkets little

MSH Electrical Services
All types of electrical work
PAT Testing, LED Lighting

Central Heating Systems
Free Quotes | 40 years experience
Mike Hockly

Mob: 07961278028
Tel: 01743 891610
email: hockly342@btinternet.com

T P Hockly

Building Contractor

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions
Brickwork and Plastering
Driveways, General Building Work
& Building Maintenance
call Tim on 01743 791114
Mobile 07814 498 524

RESPONSIBLE DISPOSAL AND
REMOVAL OF UNWANTED BEE AND
WASP NESTS

o /NReasonabIe Rates

A o
Call Tim Hockly 07814 498524
ELECTRICAL
Electrical contractors
PETER LEE
www.werlee.co.uk | peter.lee@werlee.co.uk
Brookside Cottage, Crows Nest Dingle,

SOLUTIONS
Tel 01743 791411 Mob 07727 610626
Snailbeach, Shropshire, SY5 OLU

Nipstone Campsite
The Bog SY5 ON]J
Tel: 01743 792073
Email: timrm@mail.com
Small friendly site for tents,

located 200m off the Shropshire Way
1. Campfires allowed, bring your own wood.
2. No bins on site. Please take your rubbish home.
3. £6 per person per night. Under 4’s free.
4. COVID. Sanitiser spray in all facilities
5. Freshly roasted coffee machine on site.

Smiths Butchers: Hudl-,r Hn Mlnsterieg SYS 0BA
We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies,
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits,
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

You can find us just over the Bridge in
Minsterley and opposite the church.

Smiths can be relied on to supply the best
British bred meats at competitive prices.
We have weekly special offers with a range
of great value freezer packs.

- and our pies are something special!
01743 791863

S & D Garden Services
Gardener Handymen

If you need help with your garden,
look no further!

Contact Darrell - 07340 716 311
or Steve - 07799 468 898
Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and
General Garden Maintenance
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-/ LIBERAL
DEMOCRATS

Heather Kidd

Local Shropshire Councillor
for

Chirbury & Worthen

including Snailbeach and

Stiperstones
Telephone: 01938 561 651
Mobile: 07980 635 518
Email:
heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk
Facebook: Heather Kidd
www.heatherkidd.org.uk

HEATHER'S REPORT FOR JANUARY 2021

COVID-19. We are living through some
challenging times at present with high infection
rates across the country including here in rural
Shropshire. There has also been a great deal of
confusion about certain issues including the roll
out of the vaccination programme locally and what
is happening with our schools.

| am chasing up the authorities hard and these
issues and will send out any updates via
Facebook, emails or my website:
www.heatherkidd.org.uk. If you would like to join
my emailing list for emails and bulletins then drop
me a line on heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk

GRITTING. The recent cold weather caught
Shropshire Council as poorly prepared as usual.
This year we had the added complication of their
contractors being told not to grit minor roads even
where we had vulnerable people needing to get to
the doctors.

The provision of grit in grit bins has also been hit
and miss with may not refilled last autumn. If you
know of any bins that need filling or re-filling then
please get in touch.

Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are:
SGT 2382 Damien Kelly

PC 21056 Matt Howell

PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss

SC 39516 Amber Jones

Police contact numbers

Please note - Bishops Castle Team
voicemail: 01743 264777 has now been
disconnected by HQ

Emergency: 999

Non Emergency: 101

Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
Website: www.westmercia.police.uk
Twitter: @SouthShropCops
Facebook: Bishops Castle Policing

Team Rural Watch

- - ——— =

{3} POLICE & POLICE

Best wishes,

Heather Kidd,

Shropshire Councillor for Chirbury and Worthen
Division,

Tel: 07980635518, email:
heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk,
www.heatherkidd.org.uk., Facebook too!

CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE &
STIPERSTONES
16" December 2020 — 14" January 2021

CRIMES REPORTED

*Sending letter with intent to cause harassment
Chirbury

*Causing intentional harassment Snailbeach
*Criminal damage Stiperstones Offender arrested
*Sending letter with intent to cause harassment
Pennerley

Attempt Fraud Victim scammed into sending
money via post Snailbeach - Package intercepted.
Enquiries ongoing.
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PLOUGH GARAGE #anisios
Chapel Street, Pontesbury, SY5 ORJ %

ServICING & MOT’s b r
TYRES & EXHAUSTS it

. : Tel: 01743 790 270 ‘
iATTERlES , Web: www.ploughgarage.co.uk %
IR CONDITIONING Email: ploughgarage@btconnect.com

" The Flower Shop | VP! Electrics & Property Services
i |

3 Station Road, Minsterley For all your domestic electrical

, ;‘ g‘u _ Tel 01743 791860 | jnstallation and property maintenance
- _t‘\ _?_,a%l theflower.shop@aol.com
- \ Fresh Flowers Contact Paul Jones
% Plants, Greetings Cards Tel: 07976 909 434
Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons Email: vpjones40@gmail.com
and i 4 T
Much More No job too small

Free estimates

.

And to finish our tour a night cap of coffee, a view across the Seine to
the Eifel Tower and a goblet of Brandy.

Cognac and Armagnac are both French brandies made from white
wine grapes. Both Cognac and Armagnac are made from a shockingly
undrinkable wine. However, Cognac typically only uses the Ugni Blanc

grape, while Armagnac uses three additional grape varieties: Folle blanche,
Colombard, and Baco Blanc. This thin wine is then distilled for both brandies.
Bon nuit and we hope you enjoyed our little virtual Valentine's holiday.

\

Ruby Vehicle Services Ltd

Pennerley, 'j-lropsl]ire

Flexible, reliable services to keep vou motoring

+« HGV and light commercial repair and
maintenance

Service and inspection

Major repairs and restoration projects
Roadside assistance and recovery

On-site service available

Vehicle transportation

Technician hire

MOT preparation and presentation
info@rubyvehicleservicesltd.com

www.rubyvehicleservicesltd.com

5 07960 960730
WFHREE 07940 577685
01743 792292
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Strange goings on underground at Snailbeach

Network Rail is part of a consortium of three universities and three private
companies developing an autonomous reconfigurable drone for the inspection of

confined spaces known as Prometheus.

As part of this project the consortium has been undertaking baseline surveys
both above and below ground at Snailbeach Mine using laser scanning and
photogrammetry techniques. In addition to the baseline survey, some preliminary
underground trials have been carried out using prototype drones.

Throughout the survey work and trials the consortium has been greatly assisted
by volunteers from the Shropshire Mines Trust. Ultimately the point cloud survey

data captured by the Prometheus drone will be
compared with the baseline survey to establish
whether the required precision and accuracy

requirements can be met.

Snailbeach Mine has been chosen for the trials
as it provides a challenging but safe environment
that is representative of less accessible mine

workings that exist near the railway.

Network Rail and the other consortium members are very grateful for the support
we have received from local residents, landowners and farmers during the
completion of this work. The use of the village hall has also been of great

benefit.

Further information about the project can be found

at: .www.prometheusdrone.co.uk.

Network Rail

Somewhere or Other

By Christina Rossetti

Somewhere or other there must surely be
The face not seen, the voice not heard,
The heart that not yet—never yet—ah me!
Made answer to my word.

Somewhere or other, may be near or far;
Past land and sea, clean out of sight;
Beyond the wandering moon, beyond the star
That tracks her night by night.
Somewhere or other, may be far or near;
With just a wall, a hedge, between;

With just the last leaves of the dying year
Fallen on a turf grown green.

Love and Desire

Love has no desire but to fulfill itself.

But if you love and must needs have desires, let
these be your desires;

To melt and be like a running brook that sings its
melody to the night.

To know the pain of too much
tenderness.

To be wounded by your own
understanding of love;

And to bleed willingly and
joyfully.

—Kahlil Gibran
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Marriage is like going to a restaurant. You
order what you want, then when you see
what the other person has, you wish you had
ordered that.

Marriage is full of surprises but it's mostly just
asking each other, “Do you have to do that
right now?”

“The secret of a happy marriage remains a
secret.” — Henny Youngman

The five most essential words for a healthy,
vital relationship are “I apologize” and “You
are right.”

| need to start paying closer attention to stuff.
Found out today my partner and | have
separate names for the cat.

“Marriage is like a video game. Starts off
easy, then gets harder, and eventually you go
online and find a way to cheat.” — Chris
Burns

The only one of your children who does not
grow up and move away is your.

“My wife, Mary, and | have been married for
forty-seven years, and not once have we had
an argument serious enough to consider
divorce. Murder, yes, but divorce, never.”
Jack Benny

“Marriage is a bond between a person who
never remembers anniversaries and another
who never forgets them.”

“When a man opens a car door for his wife,
it's either a new car or a new wife.” Prince
Phillip

"A good marriage is one where each partner
secretly suspects they got the better deal.”

“Some mornings | wake
up grumpy. And some
mornings | just let him
sleep.”
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And. @ fous facts

A marriage ceremony typically ends
with a kiss because in ancient
Rome, a kiss was a legal bond that
sealed contracts, and marriage was
seen as a contract.

At Italian weddings, it is not unusual
for both the bride and groom to
break a glass. The number of
shards will be equal to the number
of happy years the couple will have.

Brides carry or wear "something
old" on their wedding day to
symbolize continuity with the past.
The "something blue" in a bridal
ensemble symbolizes purity, fidelity,
and love.

In many cultures around the world --
including Celtic, Hindu and Egyptian
weddings -- the hands of a bride
and groom are literally tied together
to demonstrate the couple's
commitment

to each other and their new bond as
a married couple (giving us the
popular phrase "tying the knot").

Guests in ancient times would tear
off part of the bride’s gown as
tokens of good luck, leading to the
tradition of the bride throwing both
her garter and her bouquet

Wedding rings are worn on the third
finger of the left hand because the
Romans believed that a nerve led
directly from there to the heart.

oh and don't forget
Lovers who kiss their
partners in the morning A)
are said to live five years §#H
longer than those who
don't.




A lockdown Valentine's Day
What to buy when the shops are shut (From the Reader’s Digest Canada)

"I mean, OK, if you really want to do something to show me you love me this g
Valentine’s Day, you can just make me something." -
Please don’t get me anything for Valentine’s Day. | mean it. I don’t need anything.
I don’t need you to give me material things to show me how much you love me. I i

know you love me. That’s all that matters!

I mean, OK, if you really want to do something to show me you love me this Valentine’s Day, you can
just make me something. Handmade gifts are the best! I would love nothing more than a thoughtful
handmade Tiffany diamond ring or card.

If you do make me a card, you don’t have to write a love poem in it or anything like that. I don’t need
all that mushy stuff. Besides, not many words rhyme with my name, Robin. Bobbin? No, that’s not
good for a poem. Maybe try love. Dove ... glove ... in awe of ... I don’t want to put words in your
mouth.

(Don’t have a lot of money? Try getting one of these cheap, but thoughtful, Valentine’s Day Gifts.)

I for sure don’t need a pretty heart-shaped box of chocolates for Valentine’s Day. You never know what
is inside each piece, so you have to take a little bite out of all of them just to find the one you like
—which is all of them. But no, I can’t eat them anyway, because I’m trying to not eat sweets. Unless
it’s a special occasion.

Some women like getting adorable red or pink teddy bears for Valentine’s Day. You know, the ones that
have I Love You embroidered on them. But not me! I can’t even imagine where I would keep
something like that, besides on my bed or on the couch or in the back window of my car or on my desk
at work. Where would I put something like that?

I don’t need to go out for a fancy dinner on Valentine’s Day. Even if we wanted to get a table at a fancy
restaurant for Valentine’s Day, we wouldn’t be able to now. It’s too late. Right? Are you sure? Maybe
we should call around.

You did? Oh. Well, there’s no need to make a special romantic candlelit dinner for me at home. I don’t
need a perfectly cooked filet mignon with mashed potatoes and asparagus—I’m fine with leftovers or
frozen pizza. No Fuss is my middle name! For sure, don’t worry about making a delicious creamy
cheesecake with cherry topping for dessert. Cheesecake is hard to make. (There are really easy recipes
online.)

Oh, and definitely don’t get me red roses for Valentine’s Day. Yuck! Who would want red roses? Pink
roses are prettier. But as I said, please don’t get them for me. They will just die anyway, and I would be
able to really enjoy them for only a week or so—well, probably longer if I put an aspirin in the water.
They would probably stay pretty for almost two weeks. Maybe three. But don’t get me any. I don’t
need them.

And don’t even think about planning a surprise romantic Valentine’s weekend getaway. I don’t need to
be whisked away for a fun trip to know that you love me. That would be just too much planning! How
would I pack for a surprise trip? You would have to pack a suitcase for me, and then I would have to
wear what you packed for me. Like a bikini.

Or my comfy flats that would make it easier to walk on the cobblestones in, say, Rome.

Or that blue sweater (in the third drawer on the right side of the dresser, beneath the gray shawl) to
keep me warm during those chilly February nights in Paris.

But I know you, and I’m sure you are sensible and know a surprise romantic trip would not be
something I would enjoy at all.

It’s a cruise, isn’t it? You booked us on a romantic cruise?
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Great French Love Songs
sung by?

(initials and date given)

1 La Mer CT 1975
2 Je t'aime JB & SG 1969

3. I remember it well HG & MC 1958

4 La vie en rose EP 1946
5 Que je t'aime JH 1969

6 Mourir d'aimer CA 1971
7 Ne me quitte pas JB 1959

8 Pour que tu m'aimes encore CD 1995

Find them on youtube to play with
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An easy and a tricky one
©Astraware Limited.
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your bubble companion on
Valentine's night

-

. J

Of no use to one Yet absolute bliss to
two. The small boy gets it for nothing.
The young man has to lie for it. The
old man has to buy it. The baby's
right, The lover's privilege, The
hypocrite's mask. To the young girl,
faith; To the married woman, hope; To
the old maid, charity. What am I?

SSDI Vv



Happy New Year to all members .

Seems unbelievable that nearly a year has gone by and we have
been unable to meet or enjoy any of our outings and little extras
especially as it was our 50th anniversary year .

Whilst this year is looking more hopeful to resume our meetings
we still have to be patient and hope that the vaccine will give us
all some kind of normality .

We are pleased that you enjoyed your surprise xmas gift bags of
the mug and plant (grown by Sue J) to celebrate our 50th it is
hoped we are able to have some more of our planned activities
when we meet again.

Our thoughts and best wishes go to our members that have not
been well Joan and Doreen and anyone else I have missed .Our
condolences go also to Ann Perkins whose dad has passed away at
the amazing age of 105 What changes he must have seen in his
lifetime .

We trust that you are able to keep occupied its unfortunate that the
weather has not been so kind to us this lockdown but please be
vigilant and keep safe .

Joyce Graves

New members welcome Snailbeach
W. L.

Clun Valley Quaker Meeting
(Bishops Castle, Clun and
surrounds)
Currently taking place on zoom.
If anybody would like details of
times etc. or just to find out more
about Quakers, please ring the clerk
on 01588 630409.

- J

Key Phone
Numbers

NHS Help
111
Worthen Medical
01743 891 401
Pontesbury Medical
01743 790 325
Shropshire Council
0345 678 900

Care in the
Community
0121 318 5138
Citizen’s Advice
0344 499 1100
Rural Support
0300 123 2825
Samaritans (Free)
116 123

Western Power
(Power Cut)
105
Severn Trent
(emergency)
0800 783 4444
British Gas
0800 111 999

Universal Credit
0800 328 5644
Child Benefit
0300 200 3100

Pensions
0800 731 0469
HMRC Covid 19
support
0800 024 1222
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Minsterley JMotors

Telephone 01743 791208
552/553 Shrewsbury to Bishops Castle
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Minsterley JMotors

Telephone 01743 791208  www.minsterleymotors,co,uk

Saturday
745 Mondays and Fridays only
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The life that T bave
Lallthat Thave o
1s yours "

The loe that T have
Of e life that T have
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