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September 2018
Free!

The 
‘Chugging Slowly Into Autumn’  

Edition

One of the Snailbeach District Railway steam locomotives 
leaving the locomotive shed and chugging into the autumn of 

its years. Can anyone date this photograph? It must be very late in 
the working life of the mine site judging by the state of dereliction 

of the Upper Works.
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News in Brief 
A letter from Malcolm Dunbar, Stiperstones 

Absolutely Fantastic! 
Once again I find myself writing to the SDN to 
report on the overwhelming support our 
community gave at the Big Bash BBQ Doreen and 
I hosted on Sunday 8th July in aid of the Lingen 
Davies Cancer Treatment Centre at RHS 
Shrewsbury. We began at 4pm and wrapped up at 
2.30am Sunday morning! 
Through the Raffle and a Fun Auction the grand 
total raised was a staggering £654.00. Online 
donations from family and friends on my ‘just 
giving’ page (open for 6 months) raised a further 
£600.00. Giving a Grand Total of £1,254.00. 
We cannot thank everyone enough for such an 
outstanding response. Thanks must also go to our 
nieces, Katrina and Sonya, who helped us get 
organised in so many ways. And special thanks, as 
those who witnessed, must go to Neil Jones, my 
excellent ‘wingman’ during the hilarious auction. 
But we must also thank each and every one of 
our guests who also donated raffle prizes and 
auction lots.   
Staff at the Lingen Davies fund raising office were, 
understandably, staggered that such a small 
community could give so much. 
Heartfelt thanks and thanks again. 
P.S. Somebody has left their rotatable salad 
shaker with us. Please call in anytime and pick it 
up. 
Cheers 
Malcolm & Doreen Dunbar 

*** 
Swings ‘n’ Roundabouts at the Village Hall 

Friday 13th July was in no way unlucky for the 
audience at Snailbeach Village Hall. It was indeed 
most beneficial for the campaign to raise much 
needed funds to upgrade, update and improve 
the children’s playground equipment at the back 
of theVillage Hall. We raised an astonishing £462 
in an evening - and donations are still rattling in 
with the total now £572! 
We held a cabaret evening of fun and music 
hosted by the village’s own duo Daylevel, Brian 
Carrington and Sal Tonge who formed over 12 
years ago at a musical night in the Stiperstones 
Inn.  Gabriela La Foley kept the audience in 
stitches with her ukulele playing and her ‘turned 
out nice again’ songs got everyone involved and 
toes tapping. Her anecdotes and stories had the 

tears rolling down my cheeks!  
After a much needed bar break, we had a choir. 
The  Men from Off are a new take on the old male 
voice choir based in Bishops Castle, they had 
lesser known and humorous songs written and 
arranged by their director Ian Wall which tackled 
every subject - even a cycle route! Well sung, 
reverberating harmonies and clear enjoyment 
among the performers made them a very 
engaging act.  
The whole evening was rounded off with Daylevel 
leading the audience in a few participation songs. 
The hall was filled with rumbustious singing – I’m 
surprised the roof didn’t pop off! The volume and 
enthusiasm was great! 
A playful evening of fun and high energy was 
enjoyed by all who attended. So many people 
gave their time so generously to support the 
event and we thank everyone who came, 
donated and laughed for making a difference for 
children and families who live and visit here. 
We’d love to do another cabaret night, let us 
know if you see acts who would come and 
perform! 
Sal Tonge and Brian Carrington 
August 2018 

*** 
Alzheimer’s Society – Cupcake Day, Saturday 9th 
June 
We would like to pass on our sincere thanks to 
everyone who came to our Cupcake Day or gave 
kind donations of prizes/money.  We were truly 
overwhelmed by the generosity of our family, 
friends and local community, sorry there are too 
many to mention individually.   In total we raised 
£921 for the Alzheimer’s Society, in memory of 
Barbara Jones (nee Yapp).  This will help support 
people and their families who are living with 
dementia and much needed investment for 
research into the causes of dementia and 
hopefully one day a cure. 
Many thanks, once again. 
Bronwyn and Tracy Jones  

*** 
Snailbeach Village Hall's Quiz 

After a year out, a Snailbeach team will once 
again be taking part in the quiz. The team on 12 
October will be Jenny Alldridge, Dave Fitzhugh, 
Neil Sherry and Susan Bates.   Having been absent 
for a season, we will have to take our place in the 
second division but will hope for promotion. 
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REGULAR 
ACTIVITIES 

 
S t i p e rs t o n e s  B ra s s  

Re hearsals 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Mondays 7.45pm 
Term times only 

 
Quiz Night 

Stiperstones Inn 
Last Monday 8.00pm 

 
Knitter Natter 

Stiperstones Inn 
Tuesdays from 10.00am 

 
Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays & Wednesdays 

10.00am 
 

Iyengar Yoga 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Tuesday 7.00pm 
 

Snailbeach & Stiperstones Baby 
& Toddler Group 

Thursdays 10am ‐12am 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

 
Ballroom Dancing 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

From 7.30pm 
Beginners call 01743 790308 

 
Snailbeach WI 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
2nd Thursday ‐ 7.30pm 

 
Fit Club 

Stiperstones School Playground 
Every Sunday 9am 

Aerobics Village Hall 
6 pm Wednesdays 

 
Kids Football Training 

Snailbeach Football Club 
Thursday 6pm ‐7pm 

Easter – October excluding 
school holidays

“Phew! Wot a scorcher!” as a well known daily tabloid might have 

described our summer this year. And as I write this it looks set to 

continue for some time yet. And I’ve loved every minute of it. The 

sun just seems to put smiles onto even the most sour of faces, and 

who would want to be anywhere else in the world than the beautiful 

Shropshire Hills when it’s blessed with such perfect weather? 

But for Snailbeach and Stiperstones we could also call it our very 

own ‘Summer of Love’, because that’s what it turned out to be. Once 

again our close knit and caring community showed its love by raising 

much needed funds for both the Lingen Davies Cancer Treatment 

Centre and the Snailbeach Play Area. Both events were a staggering 

success as witnessed in the reports on our ‘News in Brief’ page. So, 

well done you! 

Slowly, over the last 20 months or so that I have been editing the 

SDN, we have built up a small team of regular, and not so regular, 

contributors. These contributors have, I believe, added a new 

dimension to the SDN. Each has shared their skills, experiences and 

enthusiasms across a whole variety of subjects and interests. From 

natural history to the internet and all interests in between. I would 

dearly like to expand this small but faithful band of scribes to include 

more local views and news. 

Often when I approach people to write a few words for the SDN, they 

say things like, “Folks won’t be interested in what I have to say.” 

Wrong! People are interested. 

I recently approached a young mother from Snailbeach who I 

discovered had been part of the British team of white water rafters at 

a championship in Bratislava. They had won several medals and she 

proudly told me that they had beaten the Russians! I told her that, of 

course, others would be interested - I am! And she’s not the only one 

locally whose achievments, expeditions, stories and adventures are 

yet to see the light of day. So please, share your interests, your news 

and your opinions with us. Don’t tell yourself that you can’t write - 

you can! Don’t think that others are not interested - we are! So getting 

writing! 

Notice to prospective advertisers - We now have some advertising 

space available if you would like to join the ranks of other small 

businesses who advertise with us. Our rates are very competitive and 

can be found on page 6. 

Patrick Marks - Editor 
Email: editor.sdn@mail.com 
Phone: 01743 790 049 
Address: 5, Lower Works, Snailbeach.
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
 

 
Tap Replacement and Plumbing 

Repairs Undertaken 
 

New Taps Supplied and Fitted 
Home Choose Service 

 
Established 35 years 

Prompt and Professional 
Pontesbury based 

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

 
Mobile: 07970 010148 

Harry Coyle 
Landscaping 

Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,  
Slabs & Fencing 

hcoyle@live.co.uk 
Mob1. 07484 205 925 
Mob2. 07866 007 428

HOPE VALLEY RADIO 
01743 791 379 
07811 449 039 

* 
TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE 

 
TV AERIALS 

SATELLITE DISHES 
REPAIRS 

SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

3, STATION ROAD 

MINSTERLEY

A FRIENDLY SERVICE 
FROM 

JENNY, AVRIL & 
STACEY  

WHO WELCOME 
 CUSTOMERS 
 OLD & NEW

TUESDAY - 9 TO 3  
(BARBER 2 TO 8 - WALK IN SERVICE) 

WEDNESDAY - 9 TO 4 
THURSDAY - 9 TO 9 

FRIDAY - 9 TO 5 
SATURDAY - BY APPOINTMENT

Telephone: 
 01743 792 548 

 for an appointment - or just drop in!
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Nipstone Rock 

 

Heading South from Cranberry Rock the landscape changes dramatically, sheep pastures and conifer 
plantations replace the scrubby heather and gorse, and you may be forgiven for thinking that you had reached 
the end of the Stiperstones themselves. Beyond these fields however, just over a mile away sits the first of three 
more outcroppings of rocks continuing the ridgeline southwards towards Linley. 

This is Nipstone Rock just as craggy as its more northern cousins, but smaller and a little less exposed. As it 
isn’t surrounded by swathes of massive boulders Nipstone Rock has heather and Whinberries growing right 
up to it and marks one of the prime locations for whinberry picking. This is partly due to its slightly protected 
slopes and lush growth, but feel that most of its popularity comes from the fact that you can drive right up to 
the small carpark there and be picking within minutes rather than having to trek up the steeper slopes of 
Crow’s Nest, Mytton & Perkin’s Beach dingles. 

These last three outcroppings of rocks are surrounded by sink holes and mine shafts. Nipstone Mine was the 
largest of these workings and was in operation during the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. Though far smaller than 
workings at the Bog and Snailbeach, Nipstone does have several shafts, stopes and signs of ancient mining 
works in the area as well. The stope which can be seen from the surface here is a very foreboding near vertical 
wall of rock dropping down into the heather and gorse, it is fenced off by barbed wire (and you just know the 
whinberries on the other side of the wire are going to be juicier if you could just get to them!), but the mine 
workings themselves have been eroded by the very harsh conditions up on the ridgeline and very little now 
remains on the surface surrounding Nipstone mine itself.  Underground the Nipstone mine was originally 
drained through the boat level which connected all of the mines past Tankerville and as far as Bergum which 
gives some indication of the rabbit warren of shafts and adits which exists under the hills we live on. 

Nipstone Rock itself can be a little deceiving.  When approached from the main track to the east the rock 
appears to be fairly low lying and relatively safe place to climb and play. On the other side of the rock, 
however, the ground drops away quickly and so the west face is a sheer drop of roughly 20 feet, down to the 
heather below. This can come as quite a surprise, especially to those who are scrambling over the stones trying 
to find one of the several geocaches which are hidden up there. The rocks here have been included on a new 
walking route called the Nipstone Wanderer, a 4km walk from the Bog which takes in the new reservoir and 
provides a refreshing change from the traditional stomp up to the Devil’s Chair. 

 

©Lara Sproson-Jones – Stiperstones – August 2018
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Snailbeach  
District News 
Advertising rates 

Effective from September 2018 

Per annum - (Yes, this is the yearly cost!) 

Eighth page - £25  

Quarter page - £35 

Half page - £70 

Full page - £130 

Circulation: 

350 hard copies delivered to local households 

businesses, restaurants and pubs. -  FREE.  

150 copies emailed in full colour - FREE 

10 x monthly editions per year 

No publication in January or August. 

Advertising year starts in September. 

 

Please contact the editor at:- 

editor.sdn@mail.com 

or on 01743 790 049 
 

Teddy Bear 

Parachute Jump 

 
is your bear brave enough? 

(parachutes provided on day) 

 

All Saints Church, Shelve 

Sunday 16th September 

 2.00pm to 4.00pm 

 

Plus home made cakes, refreshments and 

music from Stiperstones Brass Band 

Harvest Auction  
 The History. 

Back in the mists of time the Harvest Auction at 
the Stiperstones Inn became an annual event of 
some notoriety, was this due to the awesome 
organisational skills of Jill Knill; The mic dropping 
talents of Stan and Neil; The baking prowess of 
the Stiperstones’ ladies; or simply down to the 
prodigious size of George’s onions nobody really 
knows.  
Every year hundreds of pounds of fruit, vegetables 
and cakes are auctioned off for charity and if 
you've never been before then I really can't rate 
this evening highly enough. Full of high spirits 
locals outbid each other, competing for cake, 
pickled onions and the all time favourite Marrow!  
If you can’t make it to the evening then donations 
of produce, baked goods or indeed anything we 
can auction off are always gratefully received. You 
can drop them off at the pub at any time on the 
28th September. If you can join us be prepared to 
join in, or you might just find yourself the proud 
new owner of a juicy marrow you don’t really 
remember bidding on!
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This month in the garden...

Week 1. 
...pick apples and pears for storage... 
On dry, cool days pick pears whilst they are still 
green and hard and store them, unwrapped, in 
trays in a cool place. After a month, bring them 
into the warmth, a few at a time, to ripen. Wrap 
apples singly in newspaper and store in a dark, 
frost free-free place until reqired. 
Week 2. 
...plant bulbs this month... 
Plant spring-flowering bulbs in groups between 
shrubs and herbaceous plants, removing tired 
summer-flowering bedding plants as you work. 
Prepare pots and bowls of bulbs for indoor 
flowering and put them in a dark, frost free place 
to encourage strong root growth. Bring them 
into the light in two or three months’ time. 
Week 3. 
...divide perennials to make new 
plants... 
Tidy beds and borders and divide old clumps of 
perennials. Replant the young, outer shoots to 
make vigorous, lush growth in the spring. Fill 
gaps with leftover plants, as the effect of ‘repeat 
planting’ is very pleasing. Take cuttings of bay 
and lavender and place in pots of sand root in 
the cold frame. 
Week 4. 
...out with the old, in with the new... 
Remove summer bedding plants from the 
borders and replace them with spring-flowering 
plants such as forget-me-nots and wallflowers. 
The soil is still warm and when planted this 
month they will have ample time to make good 
root gowth before sever weather sets in.

©Judith Glover ‐ “Garden Days” 
You can buy Judith’s 2019 calendar at her 

website shop:‐   

 
www.judithglover.com

Planning Applications & Permissions 
Reference:               18/01964/REM 

Alternative Reference: PP-06926255 

Application Validated: Fri 27 Apr 2018 

Address:                Proposed Residential 
Development at Crowsnest, Snailbeach, Shropshire 

Proposal:                Approval of reserved matters 
(access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) in 
pursuance of outline planning permission No. 
14/04819/OUT, for residential development 

Status:                               Granted 

Decision:                Grant Permission 

Decision Issued Date: Fri 22 Jun 2018 

Appeal Status:                 Unknown 

Appeal Decision: Not Available 

****** 

Reference:                18/00384/REM 

Alternative Reference:  PP-06684064 

Application Validated:  Tue 23 Jan 2018 

Address:                 Land North Of Mistletoe 
Cottage, Crows Nest, Snailbeach Shropshire SY5 0LU 

Proposal:                 Approval of reserved matters 
(appearance, landscaping and layout) in pursuance of 
outline planning permission No. 16/02875/OUT (for 
erection of bungalow and alterations to existing 
vehicular access) 

Status:                               Granted 

Decision:                Grant Permission 

Decision Issued Date: Wed 27 Jun 2018 

Appeal Status:                Unknown 

Appeal Decision: Not Available 

*** 

Reference:               18/02687/FUL 

Alternative Reference: PP-07046832 

Application Validated: Fri 15 Jun 2018 

Address:                Proposed Storage Building At 
Lower Works Snailbeach Shropshire 

Proposal:                Erection of a general purpose 
agricultural building for the use of storing    machinery, 
straw and livestock housing 

Status:                              Awaiting decision 

Appeal Status:              Unknown 

Appeal Decision: Not Available
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FIT AFTER FORTY 
FIT AFTER FORTY 

With Sal 
Stiperstones’ very own Fitness Instructor 

Available for 1: 1’s and small group sessions. •
£20 per hour 
FIT CLUB Sundays 9 am Stiperstones School •
Playground. £6 a session 
‘OLD SKOOL 80’s AEROBICS’ Wednesdays       •
6 pm Snailbeach Village Hall. £6 a session 

Sal Tonge Tel 01743 792993   saltonge@outlook.com 
Like: Fit After Forty with Sal on Facebook

For all your domestic electrical 
installation and property maitenance

VPJ Electrics & Property Services

Contact Paul Jones 
Tel: 07976 909 434 

Email: vpjones40@gmail.com  
“No job too small” 
Free estimates

Plough garagE Jack Evans & sons 
EstablishEd 1919

Chapel Street, Pontesbury, SY5 0RJ

SERVICING & MOT’S 

TYRES & EXHAUSTS 

BATTERIES 

AIR CONDITIONING

Tel: 01743 790 270 

Web: www.ploughgarage.co.uk 

Email: ploughgarage@btconnect.com

Window Cleaning
AB

Window Cleaning

Tel. 01743 792261
Mob.  07983 619325

E-mail. adrian.beesty@sky.com
Windows   |   Conservatories   |   Reach and Wash System and Traditional   |   Gutter Cleaning

Domestic and Commercial   |   Free No Obligation Quotations

 
 
 

 

 

2 delightful self-catering holiday cottages 

in a spectacular and peaceful setting. 

Perfect for holidays, short breaks, visiting family 

and friends. 

 

www.hopeparkfarm.co.uk 
 

Contact: Jo Longstaff 
Tel: 07905 636569 

Email: jo@hopeparkfarm.co.uk

Hope Park Farm Hope Park Farm 
 Holiday Cottages 
Bentlawnt, Near Minsterley

MX  
REMOVALS

07887 804934
HOUSE REMOVALS 

HOUSE CLEARANCES 
RUBBISH REMOVED 

SINGLE ITEMS 
FREE QUOTES 

FULLY INSURED 

SHROPSHIRE

ANYWHERE - ANYTIME
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Newsletter Donations 
During Summer of 2018 

Many thanks to those who sent us donations 
over our summer break including:- 

Bronwen Evans 
Colin & Marie Edwards 

Worthen with Shelve Parish Council  
if you wish to donate 

anonymously by direct bank transfer our 
details are: 

Sort code: 09-01-54 
A/C no: 05629702 

otherwise donations can be left with 
Phil or lara at  

the Stiperstones Inn  
or with myself at 5, lower Works, 

sY5 0nY 
Help us  to  stay a  free,  secular  and independent 

publication serving the local community. 
Thank you.   

Without you we would struggle.

The Italian verb ‘asolare’ means ‘to pass 
time in a delightful but meaningless way’. 
Corn, avocados, cucumbers, peas, beans 
and peppers are fruits, not vegetables. 
Ancient Egyptian lettuce contained the 
same active ingredient as cocaine. 
The Bible is the most shoplifted book in 
the USA. 
The International Space Station is as 
roomy as a five-bedroom house and 
travels at 17,500 mph. 
Einstein gave his $32,000 Nobel Prize 
money to his first wife, Mileva, as part of 
their divorce settlement. 
The whole of Shakespeare contains only 
about 20,000 different words –, less than 
half the vocabulary of the average English 
speaker today. 
A female ferret will die if she doesn’t have 
sex for a year. 
In 1381, Richard II made Chelmsford the 
capital of England, for one week. 
Switzerland monitors its airspace around 
the clock but only intercepts illegal flights 
during office hours. 

Pontesbury and Rea Valley U3A 
U3A is a voluntary organisation for people who 
are no longer in full-time employment and who 
want to keep active in mind and body.  Many 
retired and semi-retired people choose learning 
for pleasure and seek out new or existing hobbies, 
topics and activities that interest them.  Much of 
this can be done socially in the informal and 
friendly environment of your local U3A. 
 
U3As have Interest Groups rather than courses. 
Group Co-ordinators rather than teachers and 
local residents who come along are group 
members rather than students.  It’s about 
learning, enjoyment and meeting people. 
Members can start their learning journey at any 
level.  You might have thought, for example, that 
you would love to know more about astronomy 
or family history or be keen to play some music 
or table-tennis but never had the time to do 
these.  So here is your chance. You may have had 
a passion for gardening or have been a keen 
walker and would now relish the chance of 
pursuing these further with like minded people. 
If you enjoy a good discussion then the ‘Café 
Society’ group might be just for you.  They meet 
once a month and consume quite a lot of tea and 
coffee with rather nice biscuits. Members get the 
chance to share views and ideas about various 
topics and generally put the world to rights!  It’s 
very informal and doesn’t require any special 
equipment or knowledge – just a point of view, 
some ideas or a willingness to listen. Sometimes, 
some of our members may also gain a new way 
of looking at things! 

There are many interest groups and several 
more in the pipeline. We have six Open 
Meetings a year with a speaker, interesting 
presentations or even a fun quiz.  We warmly 
welcome new members and our annual 
membership is only £15 p.a. Visitors can attend 
two group meetings before joining which is an 
ideal way to see how interesting our meetings 
are. You have nothing to lose and much to gain!   
 

Contact 01743 792790 for a chat about 
Pontesbury and Rea Valley District U3A 

Aging gracefully is like the nice way 
of saying you're slowly looking worse.
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Balti Spice 

 
Bangladesh Restaurant & Takeaway

the old bake house, brookside, Pontesbury, shropshire. 
 sY5 0QF 

Tel: 01743 791 848 
open every evening 

5.30 pm to 11.00 pm 
15% off all collected takeaway orders over £12 

Free home delivery within a 3 mile radius 
Sunday & Wednesday night specials  

4 course meal - £9.95 
Papadoms, Starter, Main Course, Rice or Nan 

(Eat in only. Excludes seafood and duck dishes) 

Fully Licensed
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Do you YouTube? 
It seems that never a days goes by in our house 
when a YouTube video has not passed across the 
screen of one of the many laptops, tablets or 
ipads that seem to have replaced the television, 
newspaper, radio and music centre we used to 
use. 
If you are non-techy or are a novice techy who 
has not yet encountered YouTube let me try and 
sum up this phenomenon. YouTube is part of the 
internet, it was created by three Paypal 
employees Chad Hurley, Steve Chen, and Jawed 
Karim. The application allows anyone to post a 
video to the internet from where it can be viewed 
anywhere in the world. The first YouTube video, 
titled ‘Me at the Zoo,’ was uploaded on April 23, 
2005, and shows co-founder Jawed Karim at 
the San Diego Zoo. By 2006 youtube had 65,000 
videos and had been viewed 100 million times.  
The company which began in a room above a 
Pizzeria was bought by Google for $1.65 billion 
in 2006. By 2012 YouTube estimated that 60 
hours of new video were being uploaded every 
minute and 1 billion people worldwide visited 
the site every month. 
So what sort of videos are posted onto YouTube 
and what can you watch on this free service?  
Well, its hard to say what you can’t watch, 
although the site is well policed and there is little 

or no pornography, violence, or political 
extremeness. You can watch films or TV shows 
including some great old classics like The Cisco 
Kid, or Gilligan’s Island.  You can listen to music 
of all types, singles, albums and concerts; just 
enter in an artists name or a music genre and 
YouTube will keep playing.  You can watch sports 
clips or news footage from all over the world.  
However many people feel the best videos, and I 
believe this is what the originators had in mind 
when they created the site, are the home made 
ones.  Some are just fun, children and animals 
being cute, holiday films, diaries and the like but 
the ones my wife watches the most are the how 
to videos. Any job you can think of in the 
kitchen, the garden, the workshop, under the car, 
or DIY will have several videos filmed and 
uploaded by professionals or enthusiastic 
amateurs showing you how the job should be 
done. We refitted our last campervan not using a 
manual but by watching hours of YouTube 
footage. 
YouTube has provided a showcase for budding 
film makers, animators, musicians and reporters, 
it has provided an opportunity for anyone to 
broadcast their talents, knowledge or 
experiences but take care, you could spend the 
rest of your life watching Youtube and not 
actually putting to use what you have discovered. 
Geoff Sproson

Guyler the Tiler 
We think Graham’s good friend, work mate and confidante, Tim Hockley gave my brother-in-law 
this nickname.  Graham was godfather to Tim’s children Emma and Greg and the ever open gate 
between their houses was always in use by children and adults alike. Graham worked with Tim 
on many projects as well as installing kitchens and bathrooms for himself. We remember Graham 
when we lie in the bath surrounded by his handiwork and I am sure many in the village are 
equally reminded of a man who sought perfection in everything he did. 
Our family and Lynn would like to thank all those who supported us during Graham’s brief 
illness, all those who attended his funeral and gave so generously towards the charities he had 
supported in his later years. We have been able to donate £750 shared between the Hospice where 
Graham had been a volunteer gardener, Omega Care who supported Janet through her battle 
with MND and the Midlands Air Ambulance who have recently been regular visitors to our 
village. 

Geoff and Sue Sproson
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G Hall Chimney Sweep 
Brush & Vacuum Service 

01743 271 247 
 

45 Moneybrook Way 

Meole Brace 

Shrewsbury SY3 9NH

Nipstone Campsite
 

The Bog, SY5 0NJ 
Tel: 01743 792 073 

Email: timrm@mail.com

Small Friendly Campsite for tents, located 200 
yards off The Shropshire Way. Facilities include - 

toilets and hot & cold water. Campfires are 
permitted and firewood is available to buy. 

Dogs & Children Welcome. 
£5 per person per night. Under 5’s free.

S & D Garden Services 

Gardener Handymen 

If you need help with your garden, look no 
further!

 

Contact Darrell - 07340 716 311 

or Steve - 07799 468 898 
 

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and 
 General Garden Maintenance

We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies, 
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned 

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits, 
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

BBQ pack 1 £25.99 
4 Handmade Burgers 

4 Chicken Fillets 
4 Pork Steaks 

4 Sirloin Steaks 
 

Family Pack - £24.99 
400g Lean Diced 

Beef 
400g Mince Steak 

4 Handmade Burger 
1.5 kg Gammon 

Joint 
1 Large Chicken 

Gym Pack - £24.99 
6 Chicken Fillets 

6 Pork Steaks 
2 Sirloin Steaks 
500g Dry Cure 

Bacon 
 

Roast Pack - £29.99 
1kg Local Topside 

1kg Local Pork Joint 
1kg Gammon Joint 
2kg Large Chicken 

 

MSH Electrical Services 
All types of electrical work 
PAT Testing, LED Lighting 
Central Heating Systems 

Free Quotes 
35 Years Experience 

Mike Hockly 
Mob. 07961 278 028 
Tel. 01743 891 610 

email: hockly342@btinternet.com



Snailbeach District News - Issue 351

September 2018

Page 13

ENTERPRISE SOUTH WEST 

SHROPSHIRE. 
Enterprise South West Shropshire or Enterprise 
House, as it is more commonly known, was 
established in the 1990s after a massive recession 
threatened the economy of the whole region.  It 
was initiated by the (then) South Shropshire 
District Council and the local parishes as part of 
an economic regeneration project and attracted 
£6 million matched funding from Central 
Government.  Its purpose was to stimulate the 
economy, to support existing and new businesses 
and to provide employment opportunities within 
this special part of Shropshire. 
 
Twenty years on and it is now a major service 
provider for corporations and residents of the 
area providing business support, IT, training, 
consultancy and advice to many of our local 
companies, parishes and community groups.  It 
rents out workshop and office space, supplies 
much of the equipment used at village functions 
and is a font of information for enterprises, 
individuals and tourists.  In addition Enterprise 
House manages the Bishop’s Castle library, the 
SpArC Theatre and an artificial sports pitch.  
Recently it has been piloting the social 
prescription project to support people with 
medical symptoms within the community. 
The local Business Network alone has over 150 
members who regularly use the services in 
person and online. 
 
Now, however, the future of Enterprise House is 
under threat.  
  
It is a ‘not for profit’ organisation and, in the 
beginning, all income was from grants. Through 
the expansion of paid for services and careful 
management, the funding currently accounts for 
a third of total annual income and is from three 
different departments within Shropshire 
Council.  The grants support the business 
services, the library and a Council representative 
office. Due to austerity measures being decided 
in Shrewsbury, these are possibly going to be cut, 
if not completely withdrawn.  Being run as an 
integrated organisation, the eleven staff of 
Enterprise House work across all the services 
provided, so a reduction in even one of the 
grants would have a damaging impact on the 

whole structure of the services offered. 
The loss of Enterprise South West Shropshire 
could have a devastating effect on the economy 
of the area. 
 
The 200 sq miles of our region is unique within 
Shropshire and has specific needs different from 
other parts of the county.  Most of our businesses 
are family run or micro-companies with very few 
employees.  They do not have the administrative 
and management functions of larger businesses 
and are dependent on Enterprise House for local 
support.  If the services of Enterprise House were 
not available in Bishop’s Castle, it would mean a 
trip into Shrewsbury or Ludlow with the 
associated time and costs incurred. 
 
Representation is being made to try to influence 
the decision and it is important that the support 
of the Clun valley is recognised. 
 
For more information please visit: 
www.enterprisehouse.org.uk or contact Peter 
Phillips (Chair) or Mike Ashwell (Manager) at:  
info@enterprisehouse.org.uk 
 
Tim Russell 
Independent Director  
Enterprise South West Shropshire 

 
 
 

You’re invited to Something Spectacular, Sunday, 
September 9th, Vron Gate starting at 1pm. Join 
us for opening prayers at 1pm, Iona Community 
style Big Sing at 1.30pm lead by Richard Lockley, 
former musician for the Iona Abbey, storytelling 
at 200pm, Iona Style Wee Sing at 2.30pm lead by 
Richard, Joys and Sorrows open prayer time at 
3pm. Come and go as you like, Bring and Share, 
take a friend and enjoy a relaxed and open 
worship. Toilets, ample parking and most 
abilities accessible. SY5 9RL for sat navs. Go past 
Vron Gate Chapel about a mile and look for a big 
marquee on the left hand side. A retiring offering 
will be gratefully accepted. Please note that this 
worship service is in lieu of chapel worship 
services this Sunday only. Find us on Facebook 
under Rea Valley Methodist for more 
information. All welcomed.  
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A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping. 

Over 30 years of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Coppice Farm 

Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
SY5 0NS 

Mobile: 07785 531 910 
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com

Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 8:30am to 3:00pm



Mr. Quips 

Corner
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I wish I’d said that...

Which one of these is the non-smoking 
lifeboat? 
Red meat is not bad for you. Fuzzy green 
meat is bad for you. 
Isn't it scary that doctors call what they do 
"practice"? 
If I want your opinion, I'll ask you to fill out 
the necessary forms. 
Living on Earth is expensive, but it does 
include a free trip around the sun. 
Despite the cost of living, have you 
noticed how popular it remains? 
All power corrupts. Absolute power is 
pretty neat, though. 
Always remember you're unique, just like 
everyone else. 
Everybody repeat after me: "We are all 
individuals." 
Confession is good for the soul, but bad 
for your career. 

He knew everything about literature except 
how to enjoy it - Joseph Heller.   
You will never plough a field if you only 
turn it over in your mind - Irish Proverb.  
My formula for living is quite simple. I get 
up in the morning and I go to bed at night. 
In between, I occupy myself as best I can - 
Cary Grant.  
Never be bullied into silence. Never allow 
yourself to be made a victim. Accept no 
one's definition of your life; define yourself 
- Harvey Fierstein.  
Not a shred of evidence exists in favor of 
the idea that life is serious - Brendan Gill.  
I know God will not give me anything I 
can't handle. I just wish that He didn't trust 
me so much - Mother Teresa  
Not life, but good life, is to be chiefly 
valued - Socrates.  
Only a few things are really important - 
Marie Dressler.  
People living deeply have no fear of death 
- Anais Nin.  
I find all the things I’ve never said utterly 
rewarding – Gilliana De Angelis. 
Politics doesn't make strange bedfellows - 
marriage does - Groucho Marx. 

 

                                                

 

 

Cyber Security 
and Online Safety 

Awareness 

HOPE VILLAGE HALL 
Monday 29th October – 7.15pm

1 in 10 people have or will become 
victims of cyber-crime. Come along and 
find out how to protect yourself online.  

cyber.security@domjh.com 

Worthen Medical Practice 

Flu vaccination Clinics 
Autumn 2018 

Clinics will be held at the surgery in October 
and November on a variety of days and times 
to give patients a choice of when to attend.  
This year clinics will again be ‘by 
appointment’ which means that patients will 
be given a time to arrive for their flu 
vaccination, thus reducing waiting times for 
patients and ensuring the smooth running of 
the clinics in the surgery. 
 
If you are eligible for the flu vaccine please 
call in or ring the surgery on 01743 891401 to 
make your appointment for your flu 
vaccination.  If you are unsure if you are 
eligible please ask one of the reception staff 
who will be able to advise you. 

I started with nothing, 
and I still have most of 
it left...
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For advice on planning and 
pre-paid funeral plans.

01743 344646
133, LONGDEN COLEHAM, 

SHREWSBURY SY3 7DN 
www.pughsfuneraldirectors.com

COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY

 
Commercial Printing 

* 
Business & Personal 

Stationery 
* 

Ultra High-Speed Copying 
* 

Design Service 
* 

High Quality 
Digital Colour Printing 

* 
Full Colour Envelopes 

 
130 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury 

01743 360424 
www.copy-write.co.uk
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Getting fitter in body and mind 

Here is a transcript of a conversation I had on Messenger with a member of Fit 
Club. I was given permission to use it in an article for the newsletter. It needs no 
further explanation ….. 

Me:  Hey, I was really impressed at everyone at Fit Club this morning. Hope 
you are feeling some benefits. 

Fitter friend: I am feeling much better. Actually taking it seriously (believe it 
or not!)  I do feel mega cheated if I can’t come. 

Me:  I think you can do more now than you did in January. I notice your 
moves are bigger and more defined. So you are definitely getting stronger and 
more flexible. Hope it helps you be more active on holiday too. The fact that 

you went for a little run the other day is great cos I know you have been worried about your pelvic 
floor. You are strengthening up to be able to do that. 

FF: Looking forward to Wednesday already (aerobics session at Village Hall) I have had a very difficult 
few months it’s really helped - more than you know. 

Me: I love my Sundays with you all at Fit Club, I am glad that it helps. I believe getting fitter has helped 
me with life’s pressures.  It‘s a chance to get out of my head and into my body. 

FF: Absolutely! It helps me enormously mentally. 

Me: I think if we feel capable in ourselves as bodies, then the mind stuff really has a good chance to 
follow. 

FF: It’s a combination of physical activity and being part of a group, trying to get better and improve. 

Me: For many years I felt defeated by anything physical and didn’t have that sense of self-reliance and 
self-worth when you know you can just push yourself even that extra 10 seconds to hold your body 
weight….. It may be seconds on a timer but eons in the mind. Quite a few people have said they love 
being in the group; the high fives when the session is done and the sense of you all being together in 
the face of adversity – which is me! It’s a lovely team spirit amongst us all. 

FF: Understand your thoughts. We can all improve. It annoys me when people give up on their own 
health. If I can do this, so can anyone…. I really loathe sport. Honestly, I do. 

Me: Me too. It’s so often mixed up with competitiveness and that turned me off from a very early age. 
Now I compete with myself and only myself to just be my best. I often hear people say they don’t sing 
cos of the music lessons at school, or criticism from a teacher…. It was the same with me and P. E. I 
always felt a clumsy failure and so I settled on that view of myself. I honestly never ever thought I’d be 
doing this job! 

FF: Yes, I agree. I hate all of that competitive side of sport. 

Me:  I am fascinated by running the group and offering this service to the village. I am energised by 
having gone back to college and learned something new and I am excited to have reclaimed the old 
school P.E. rubbish. 

FF: Well I think you have inspired me! 

Me: Gotta go now ‘n’ peel carrots ‘n’ parsnips for a slap up Sunday dinner! See you Wednesday. Xxx 
Sal Tonge.  April 2018



 
 
 

Recyle your old scrap metal 

 
Washing Machines, Cookers, Cars, vans, Cast, 

Brass, copper, lead, batteries, cable, farm 

scrap, old central heating systems, etc. 

 

 

No load too big or too small 

Free Collection! 

 

 

Call - 07989 050 276 

Or -  01743 791 493
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Tom Griffiths
Mobile: 07859 335135

Bookings: 07718 275150
Covering Shropshire, Mid & West Wales

Fully Insured

The Flower Shop
3, Station Road, Minsterley 

Tel: 01743 791 860 
Email: 

theflower.shop@aol.com

Fresh Flowers, Plants, Greetings 
Cards, 

Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons, 
and  

Much More

SWS Broadband, Brook House, Pennerley, Shrewsbury SY5 0NE 

0333 7000 227 | connect@swsbroadband.net 

SWS Broadband 
Your Local Internet Service Provider. . . 

Connecting Shropshire since 2005 
 

 

 
Affordable 

Reliable 

Flexible 

High Speed 

from £24/month 

Further savings with VoIP phone 

Choose the bandwidth you require 

Change service without penalty 

From 10Mbps to 30+Mbps 

Choose the bandwidth that suits you 

In-house technical support  

99.99% availability 
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NATURAL ENGLAND 
 
Notes from the hill 
 
The dry weather has continued and is taking its 
toll on the vegetation on the hill, with heather 
plants turning brown, (I’m not sure if they have 
died or will come back from the root next year) 
bilberry turning their typical autumnal colour as 
early as August and many of the trees looking 
in distress.  
 
For some species the warm weather seems to be a bonus. Butterflies seem to be doing very 
well and we are even seeing a second brood of small pearl-bordered fritillaries which is very 
unusual for up here. Grayling have also done well and we have been seeing some in the 
area recently cleared of conifer trees at Pennerley. Grayling particularly like open hot areas 
with plenty of bare ground, so they thrive on some of the old mine spoil sites. Their drab 
colours and quick flight can make them difficult to identify but generally they rest with their 
wings together often angled so as to catch the sun, and this is one of their identifying 
characteristics. They fly from August to September. 
 
Last year, at this time we were excited by a single nightjar that had been seen on the 
reserve, however a bird survey carried out this year has revealed a pair at the north end and 
a single bird again in the centre of the site. This is great news, to have a new breeding 
species on the reserve, when I usually report on the loss of birds. The other good bird news 
is that the Curlew Country project has managed to release 21 curlews that were raised from 
eggs to fledging. Considering all of the nests generally get destroyed or predated in the area, 
to raise this many young gives the curlew some hope in the Shropshire Hills. The only 
problem is that young birds only return to breed once they are at least two years old, so we 
may have to wait a while until we know if they will return to breed. 
 
We are working with the Shropshire Bat Group on an exciting project to radio-track some of 
the bats in the area, in order to improve our understanding of how they use the landscape. 
Bats tend to have well used flight paths to and from their favoured feeding areas. These 
routes are often governed by landscape features such as woodlands and hedges, so working 
out where the bats go presently and then identifying any improvements that would help their 
movements across the countryside will be a key part of the project. We are hoping to set up a 
training date for volunteers who would like to help with the project, if anyone would like to 
know more please contact us on stiperstones.events@naturalengland.org.uk.  
 

Another event that we would like your help with is to collect 
acorns for planting at the recently purchased Bergum wood. 
We will be collecting the acorns from our woods above 
Snailbeach in the morning and then planting them at Bergam 
wood in the afternoon. We want to restrict it to these acorns 
as we know that they are local and will not bring in disease 
and we also know that they are sessile oak, which is the 
typical oak of the uplands and not the lowland pedunculate 
oak. Unfortunately I can’t give you a date yet as we will have 
to wait to see when the acorns drop and indeed if there are 
any after this unusual year. Look out for the posters. 
 
Simon Cooter for Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak. 

Curlew 
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The Shropshire Dormousers 
by Amber Bicheno 

 

When we think of a mouse, it is most often the small grey or brown specimens seen scuttling 
about or brought in as a gift from the cat. But in this article I would like to tell you about a 

much more elusive creature, the hazel dormouse.  
 

A native of the British 
Isles, these small 
mammals are arboreal, 
spending most of their 
time high in the treetops. 
They are also, for the most 
part, nocturnal, with large 
eyes to make the most of 
moving around at night. 
These things combined 
with their steady decline 
in recent years means the 
likelihood of seeing one is 
slim.  
 

Luckily for me I joined the Shropshire Dormouse Group at the tail end of 2016, and have been 
carrying out dormouse monitoring within South Shropshire ever since.  As dormice are a protected 
species, the law requires that those checking nest boxes have a Natural England license. I have been 
working towards gaining my own, 
whilst in the mean time operating 
under the license of Nicola Stone.  
 
The license requires that you can 
demonstrate good handling of 
dormice throughout all of their life 
stages, from babies, to juveniles, to 
adults.  This can take many checks to 
achieve, especially as you may only 
find one or two individuals at a given 
site. This has led to a shortage of 
licensed surveyors, but the group is 
working hard to increase this to 
ensure more sites across Shropshire 
can be monitored.  
 
Many people may know that dormice 
hibernate through the winter, relying on their fat reserves to keep them going through the cold 
period, re-awakening in spring to begin feeding up and breeding. They can also go into a kind of 
mini-hibernation, called torpor, to conserve energy in times of bad weather or scarce food. Handling 
a torpid dormouse is a pleasure, although it is very important not to do so for too long as they can 
soon start to wake up!  
 
Active dormice, which are often found in boxes in the spring and summer, are more difficult to 
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handle. They can move very fast with feet designed for climbing, which they will use if given the 
opportunity. During one check a particularly agile male managed to climb up the surveyors arm and 
onto another’s head, before being swiftly re-caught.  
 

It is often quoted that dormice are some 
of the easiest small mammals to handle, 
as they are very clean and do not tend 
to bite. Unfortunately I have to bring an 
end to this fallacy, having had the 
pleasure of being viciously bitten by a 
dormouse on one check last year. (To 
be fair to the dormouse, she turned out 
to be a heavily pregnant female so I 
came to forgive her fairly quickly).  
 
Carrying out nest box checks may be a 
great way to get up close and personal 
with these adorable animals, but they 
serve a greater and more important 
purpose. Checking the boxes allows us 
to collect valuable data, such as weight, 
age, sex and breeding condition of the 
dormice found. This data is then 
submitted to the Peoples Trust for 

Endangered Species (PTES), who use it to monitor long-term population trends.  
The causes of decline for dormice are multiple, with change in woodland management, loss of 
hedgerows, fragmentation of woodland and changes in climate all playing their part. Dormice 
require well-managed woodlands that can provide a wide variety of food sources – not just 
hazelnuts. Coppicing was a practice that allowed plenty of fruiting hazels, whilst creating open 
spaces for other important plants, such as brambles and honeysuckle, to thrive.  
 
Possibly the biggest threat to dormouse survival is over winter hibernation. With milder winters, the 
dormice can be taken out of hibernation too early.  This 
can have a knock on effect, and leave them without 
enough energy to survive until spring.   
 
Luckily in Shropshire there are still sites that have 
populations of dormice, many of which are within the 
local area. The Shropshire Dormouse Group continues to 
monitor sites, as well as setting up new sites that have 
historical dormouse presence. There is hope that in the 
next year Snailbeach may be added to those being 
checked – with recent records already found from the 
bird boxes at Resting Hill, it holds good potential.  
 
There is more information about the work of the PTES 
over on their website, with useful resources on how to 
manage land for dormice and more about what’s involved 
with the monitoring scheme. www.ptes.org. To find out 
ways to get involved with the Shropshire Dormouse Group, get in contact with Sam at 
shropshiredormouse@gmail.com. 
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John Powell’s  
Home Improvements 

For any Plastering, Tiling, 
Plumbing  

and  
General Maintenance. 

 
Can also fit kitchens and 

bathrooms.  
 

Fully Insured. 
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
 

Call John on  
Home: 01743 791 627 
Mobile: 07838 015 005

Tankerville 

 Pottery and Gallery 
 

Excellent selection 
of: 

Paintings, Cards, 
Crystals, Stoneware 

Pottery, Oven to 
Tableware, Bread 

Crocks. 
 

Super Presents at 
Reasonable Prices! 

 
Tankerville Pottery & Gallery 

Pennerley, Stiperstones. 
SY5 0NB 

Tel: 01743 791 580 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

  
  

STATION ROAD, MINSTERLEY STATION ROAD, MINSTERLEY 
  

KK EE BB AA BB SS,,   PP II ZZ ZZ AA SS,,     
BB UU RR GG EE RR SS,,   

  FF II SS HH  &&  CC HH II PP SS  

Tel: 01743 791 827 
 

Telephone orders welcome 
 

Monday & Tuesday Special 
Two 9” or 12” pizzas for £10

GLADRAGS 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

New & Used Dress Agency 
Call in to see our selection of 

quality classic, casual & designer 
clothing and accessories at 

affordable prices 
 

Autumn is upon us… 
Time to re-vamp your wardrobe. 

We have now taken in quality used 
clothing and accessories for the 

spring season. 
Should you require our collection 
and return service for a complete 
wardrobe clearance, please call 

one of our team for information. 
 

UPSTAIRS AT 
CONNECTIONS STORE, 
SHREWSBURY ROAD, 

PONTESBURY, SY5 0QD 
Visit our Tea Room for 

 Ladies that Lunch! 

T: 01743 790600 
M: 07795 592716 

Evenings: 01743 791935 
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net 
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Snailbeach White Stars  
 
 
Hope everyone has enjoyed a good summer. Once again it’s been a hectic one for everyone down at 
the club, with players coming and going ahead of our first season back in the Shrewsbury and 
District Sunday League Premier Division! 

PREMIER DIVISION: 
Instones United 
Cruckton Rovers 

Beacon 
Snailbeach White Stars! 

A few players have left us this year but we’ve made some good signings and have reason to be 
optimistic ahead of what will be a very tough league season.  

2017/18 Awards Presentation 
The club’s annual awards evening took place at the Lord Hill Hotel in Shrewsbury this year and I 
believe it’s true to say that everyone who attended the event thoroughly enjoyed the night. The 
award winners were as follows... 

PLAYERS PLAYER OF THE YEAR - ADAM DAVIES 
SUPPORTERS PLAYER OF THE YEAR - MARCUS ASHLEY 

MANAGERS PLAYER OF THE YEAR - DANNY JONES 
YOUNG PLAYER OF THE YEAR - JAMIE HYNE 

MOST IMPROVED PLAYER OF THE YEAR - BEN MILLINGTON 
CLUB MAN OF THE YEAR - JACK BREEZE 

GOAL OF THE SEASON - MARCUS ASHLEY 

2018/19 SEASON OPENING FIXTURES 
Sunday 2nd September - Beacon (A) - Church Road, Meole Brace 
Sunday 9th September - Instones United (H) - The Coates, Snailbeach 
Sunday 16th September - Loppington (A) - Wem Recreation Club 
A reminder that all sunday games are 10:30am kick offs unless stated. 

KIDS FOOTBALL 
Finally, a reminder that kid’s football continues to run on a Thursday night at the club from 6:30-
7:30. Sessions are £2 a player and refreshments are provided along with some chips at the end! We 
encourage anybody whose child is interested to come along. The groups age ranges from 5-15, so no 
matter what the ability, there’ll be a suitable group.

Adam Davies Danny Jones Marcus Ashley Ben Millington
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Iyengar Yoga in Shropshire 

YOGA CLASS 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00 – 8.30 p.m. 

Suitable for all levels 
Pre-booking only 
For details contact:- 

Liz on 01743 790698 
Email: 

elizabethknowles1@googlemail.com 
 

 

Hignetts 
of 

Pontesbury Ltd 
Established 1919 

 
Family run fresh food retailers 

 
Locally sourced meat 

Fresh fruit and vegetables 
Fair trade foods 

Bread, pies, buns and cakes all  
baked on the premises daily 

 
Freshly filled sandwiches, 

baguettes and rolls 
 

Groceries at competitive prices 
Garden plants and flowers 

Compost and grow bags 
 

UPS parcel collection and 
delivery hub 

 
Tel: 01743 790 228 
www.hignetts.co.uk

 

Grant Mason 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS 

 
Specialising in complete building of 

Private and Commercial developments 
 

Greenacres, Plox Green 

Shropshire SY5 0LN 

Tel: 01743 792 300 

Mob: 07891 124 677 

Email: grantmason@btinternet.com
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Letter From Westminster 
September 2018 

Schools 

With the summer holidays drawing to a close, the new school year begins this month for 
pupils across Shropshire.  

During last summer term I visited many local primaries across the constituency and enjoyed being 
quizzed by some very engaged children, as well as chatting to Headteachers and Governors about 
their schools and issues they face.  
In local towns, our schools generally remain in a good position, but even they are not immune to the 
underlying challenge in our rural areas, where it is getting tougher to maintain the number of pupils 
on school rolls. This reflects the ongoing demographic shift in Shropshire, with fewer young families 
living in our more rural countryside locally, so less demand for school places.  
One element in resolving this dilemma will be ensuring sufficient development of local housing, so 
young families are not priced out of the county. But this will take some years to feed through to our 
schools.  
So many local schools have looked to more immediate solutions, including joining forces through 
federations or Educational Trusts. This helps control costs and share staff and resources – reducing 
pressure on funding while ensuring children are given a well-rounded education.  
I am well aware that schools also face funding pressures as a result of measures affecting all 
employers, like the rising minimum wage for some support staff and auto-enrolment of workplace 
pensions. The government is putting significant additional funding into schools, with Core School 
Funding increasing by £1.3bn to £42.4bn this year, and rising again to £43.5bn next year. This comes 
as we transition to a national funding formula, which will maintain overall per pupil funding in real 
terms for the next two years. I am encouraged that under the national funding formula, rural schools 
will gain on average 3.9 per cent, with those schools in the most remote locations gaining 5.0 per 
cent. This should help many South Shropshire schools, although I am aware some larger schools may 
not benefit.  
The new national funding formula will increase the basic amount allocated for every pupil and will 
allocate a minimum per pupil funding level for both secondary and primary schools to target the 
lowest funded schools. It will provide a minimum cash increase for every school of 1 per cent per 
pupil by 2019-20, with the most underfunded schools seeing rises of 3 per cent per pupil in 2018-19 
and 2019-20. I am also encouraged that every school will receive a lump sum of £110,000 to help 
with fixed costs, which again will help our smaller rural schools.  
Outside of the parliamentary recess, I am pleased many schools in South Shropshire take up the 
opportunity to visit Parliament, to see Westminster and to learn more about the way in which our 
democracy works. I will be encouraging more schools to make the trip when they can, as the 
Parliamentary education team ensure a really exciting educational day for those children who visit.  
On a final note, I write before learning how Shropshire schools have fared in the summer exams, but 
I hope all local students got the results for which they were hoping.   
  

Philip Dunne MP (Ludlow) 
House of Commons 

London 
SW1A 0AA 

02072192388 
www.philipdunne.com 
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T P Hockly 
Building Contractor 

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions, 
Brickwork & Plastering 

Driveways, General Building Work & 
Building Maintenance 

Call Tim on: 01743 791 114 
Mobile: 07814 498 524

rEsPonsiblE disPosal and 
rEMoval oF unWantEd bEE and 

WasP nEsts 
reasonable rates 

 
 
 
 
 

 
call tim hockly 07814 498 524

Heather Kidd 
Local Shropshire Councillor 

for 

Chirbury & Worthen 
including Snailbeach and 

Stiperstones 
Telephone: 01938 561 651 

Mobile: 07980 635 518 
Email: 

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 
Facebook: Heather Kidd  
www.heatherkidd.org.uk 

The Stiperstones Inn

Open from 11.30am and serving food 
from 12pm - 9pm daily

www.stiperstonesinn.co.uk
Tel. 01743 791 327
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“LORDSHILL 200”  

A Short History of the Snailbeach Baptist Church 

by Stephen Ford 

 

The Baptist church at Snailbeach was formed on the 
first Sunday in 1818. Its origins go back to the 1790s 

when the mines were expanding. Miners from Wales and 

Cornwall moved to find work in the area. A few were 

already baptists, and like others nearby, joined 

Shrewsbury Baptist Church. It was not practical to attend 

the services there every week, so local meetings were 

held, and John Palmer, the pastor at Shrewsbury would 

visit them from time to time.  

Through the good influence of these folk, others were 

converted, trusted in Jesus Christ for salvation, and joined 

the group - seven being baptised in the brook at Minsterley in May 1813. In November 1817, a letter 

signed by 21 people from the area asked the church officers at Shrewsbury to constitute them as a 

separate church. It was agreed that they should form a church with same Bible-based doctrine and 

organisation as Shrewsbury.   

For the first 15 years they met at the blacksmith’s shop at the mine. It is believed there was a room over 

the shop at the time. The church grew too big for the space available, and thoughts turned to building a 

chapel. However, like many landowners, the Marquis of Bath, was opposed to non-conformity, and 

refused to sell to the Baptists. So they approached the Earl of Tankerville, rival landowner to the 

Marquis, and who willingly agreed to sell the plot where the chapel now stands.  

Edward Evans was the pastor from 1832 to 1866. One young miner – 22 year old Samuel Hughes – 

was astonished to see him collecting stones for the building. Samuel was impressed, attended the first 

service when the chapel was opened, and was afterwards converted, becoming a Sunday School teacher 

and preacher.  

During the ministry of Mr Evans and his two successors, new members 

were constantly being added, through conversion and subsequent 

baptism. The chapel was rebuilt in 1873, with a gallery added to 

accommodate the increasing congregation. Up to about 1891, the church 

remained true to its Biblical foundation, and it grew. However an earlier 

historian says that in the following years “the church lost much ground”. 

This reflects a gradual loss of confidence – even by churches – in the 

truth of the Bible.  

This downturn affected church finances. From 1906 Lordshill and 

Pontesbury Baptist churches agreed to share a pastor, but even so they 

felt the need to apply (in vain) for a grant from the Baptist Union. For 

the first half of the 20th century, the church appears to have become 

content just to exist as a local institution. Various social and musical 

events took place. However there was little challenge to sit up and take 

notice of God and His gospel, which, after all, is the purpose of the 

church.   

It is well-known that the chapel was central to the plot of Mary Webb’s 

novel, “Gone to Earth”. In 1949-50 the book was turned into a film, much of which was shot on 

location. This included a scene of baptism by total immersion. Heroin Hazel Woodus, played by 

Jennifer Jones, was baptised in an outdoor baptistry dug specially for the purpose. (The chapel has an 

indoor baptismal pool that is still used in the present day.)  

 
Continued page 29 

Believed to be a portrait 
of Edward Evans 

Lordshill Baptist Chapel
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Mobile Monday 

Hairdresser 
A s ta te  reg i s te red ha i rdresser 

offering a mobile service in your area 
on Mondays 

Call Avril: 07905 640 167 
  

Available for salon appointments 
at : 

 Altro Capelli 
Pontesbury 

Tues & Weds - 9.30 am  to 5 pm 
Call Avril: 01743 790 386 

   
Minsterley 

Thurs & Fri - 9am to 7pm 
Call Avril: 01743 792 548 

 

Motor Ser
vices

Tyres, Exhausts, Bodywork 
Servicing & Pre‑MOTs etc. 

At Minsterley Motors, Stiperstones SY5 0LZ 

Telephone: 01743 791 783 

Mobile: 07810 232 309

                     PURPLE PUPPIES 
                            01743 792292    
                            07940 577685 

 Dog walking…. 
 Pet home alone visits…  
 Day-care (limited availability)  
 One to One Training  
 Raw food sales and advice 
 Perfect Fit Harness stockist 

 

 

 

Deb Gallimore APDT 01189 

debgallimore@outlook.com 
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Lordshill began to rediscover its spiritual and Biblical roots when a new minister, Peter Garner, arrived 

fresh from Bible college in 1961. He preached the message of Jesus Christ’s invitation to receive 

rescue from sin through His death for us.  

It was not just a story to admire, but a call intended to revolutionise people’s lives and their whole way 

of thinking. A number – including young people – were changed by this preaching, and continue in the 

church to this day. Mr Garner left in 1966 to take up a ministry in Burnley.  

He was succeeded by Peter Hallihan, a native of Kendal, who came to the church from the South Wales 

Bible College at Barry. Lordshill was Peter’s life work, and he remained for 41 years until 2008. He 

built on the old Biblical foundation uncovered by Mr Garner. He focused on the spiritual aspect of the 

church, explaining that Christ’s life, death and teaching are meant to apply to life in the present world. 

Social activities unrelated to this were laid aside.  

In this bi-entenary year, Christ and the Bible remain central, just as they did back in 1818. Geoff 

Thomas – pastor at Alfred Place Baptist Church, Aberystwyth for just over 50 years – preached on the 

first Sunday of 2018, just 200 years after the inaugural service. I gave a fuller version of this history on 

Saturday 21st April. Most recently, on 2nd and 3rd June, Pastor Stephen Clark from Bridgend preached at 

the anniversary weekend, reminding us of the insistent call of Jesus Christ : “Today, if you will hear 

His voice, harden not your hearts.”  

The church is growing – slowly – and it is a matter of thanks to God that He has drawn us back to the 

principles on which the church was founded. We don’t claim to be perfect, or the best church. But we 

are sincerely trying to do and to be what God in the Bible asks of us. For that we are relying on His 

own power.  

Stephen Ford 

Continued from page 27

St. John the Baptist Church, Myndtown, SY7 8BL  
10am, Sunday, 9th September 2018 

A guided talk on the History and Archaeology of the Church 

St. John the Baptist Church, tucked away beneath the Long Mynd in the Shropshire Hills, presents a 

quintessential appearance of a small English church in the Marches. However, the recent Myndtown 

Church project, completed in 2017, has revealed the church to be of historic, architectural and 

archaeological significance.  

As a part of Heritage Open Days 2018, you are invited for a guided tour of the church free of charge. 

Archaeologist Mike Greene and project manager and local Historian John Burt will be delighted to talk 

on the project, the conservation, the significance of the church and the finds collected from the building 

and the graveyard. 

Come and ring the third oldest bell in the country that has rang out across the landscape for the past 

868 years. 

Donations welcome to fund the continued conservation and preservation that such an ancient building 

requires. 

Mr M. J. Greene M.A.(Res), M.A., P.C.I.f.A. 
Consultant Archaeologist for the Myndtown Church Project 

 

TAI CHI 
At the Tai Chi class in Pontesbury we practice Moy Tai Chi, a series of gentle stretching and relaxing 

exercises. Tai Chi has many health benefits and can improve balance, circulation and breathing,  and 

also help to prevent osteoporosis. 

The class is at 2.00 pm on a Tuesday afternoon at Pontesbury Public Hall; we take a break for a cup of 

tea and a biscuit at about three o’clock and then continue with the Tai Chi until 4.00 pm. Anyone who 

would like to come and try would be very welcome - or just join us for a up of tea and a chat. 

Jenny Alldridge 
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A dedicated and independent veterinary 
practice that has been established in 

Shropshire for over 50 years, specialising in 
companion animal care.  

 
Natalie Morris BVSc MRCVS 

 
Website: 

www.malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk 
Email:  

reception@malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk 

Telephone: 01743 791246  

Gentle Flow Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 

Be kind to your body 
 & gentle on your mind 

 
Tuesdays 10 – 11.30am 

'Work a little harder' 
Suitable for those with at least 2yrs yoga experience 

 
Wednesdays 10 – 11.30am 

'Working Gently' 
Suitable for those who prefer a slower paced class 

& for beginners. 
 

Prior enrolment essential 
 

Please contact Caro on: 
Email: schiansky04@yahoo.com 

Tel: 01743 791742 
 

First session a free trial one for newcomers. 

 
GARDEN FURNITURE 

 FROM 

 RECYCLED TIMBER 
CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES,  

BENCH SEATS etc. 

E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com 

Or call Graham on 01743 790 115 
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10

HAND MADE

 

J. Lewis &J. Lewis &  
Sons Sons 

Coal Merchants 
Haulage Contractors 

Hardcore, Sand & Gravels 
 

Tel: 01743 791 366 
jlewisandsons@outlook.com



Heather Kidd’s 
Report 

 
 
 Shropshire Council and Roads: 

I have thought long and hard about the financial 
position Shropshire Council finds itself in. This is 
partly due to Government cuts but also because 
the Conservative administration since 2009 had 
no imagination and their policies were 
concentrated on council tax cuts and not on 
essential services. This was all about small 
government and nothing about providing 
desperately needed public services. What have 
we seen? Our adult Social Care is costing more 
and more – around £8 million a year, our roads 
are now very poor indeed, and there’s another £5 
million coming out of a poor budget this year and 
next, Children’s Centres being closed, Libraries 
being closed or passed to communities to run, 
Leisure Centres losing funding and too much 
more to list.  
We have out sourced so many of the services now 
that few are run ‘in house’. Is this a good thing? It 
can be but you have to question the Carillion 
model which we have used for our road 
maintenance. The Council appoints an overall 
company to run the work. They then employ 
many other companies to undertake the work. 
They might include, road resurfacing companies, 
traffic management companies, gulley clearers, 
pothole gangs, and often several companies doing 
each. So what is the problem? There are 2 main 
problems. It is difficult to establish a chain of 

command – someone who is accountable when 
things go wrong and then each company needs to 
make a profit… they all have support services 
doing their accounts, paying wages, invoicing and 
they all have management. That all costs. There 
are many other examples and some are run 
better in the private sector.  
Local Government were told that we would all be 
much more efficient if we shared all those things 
– it saves money but we cheerfully pay the private 
sector to do what we are told we must do more 
efficiently. Perhaps it is time to bring these 
services back in house, use the profit and the 
management saving to mend more potholes, 
create better quality roads and keep children’s 
centres open.  
There is so little money left in the system now 
something radical must happen the make the best 
use of tax payer’s money. 

Stiperstones School: 
 When Ofsted revisited at the end of term it was 
really the last thing staff needed. But I am 
delighted to say that the outcome has made it all 
worth it! The school was judged to be Good with 
Outstanding features. A really excellent result. 
Parents had a letter home on the last day at 
school. Congratulations to staff, children and 
parents. Well done! On top of that the Key Stage 
2 SAT’s results were some of the best in the 
County. Now to find even more children who 
would like to join this very good community 
school. 
Heather  
Heather Kidd, Shropshire Councillor for Chirbury 
and Worthen 
Tel: 07980635516  
heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk  
www.heatherkidd.org 
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Snailbeach Village Hall 
Snailbeach Village Hall Booking Fees 

HIRE CHARGES FOR PLEDGE MEMBERS AND LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS  
Community groups/activities                                          Normal rate (£)             Pledge rate (£) 

(per session of up to 4 hours day or 6 hours evening)          20.00                            12.50 

Private Hire for meetings as above                                       30.00                            20.00 

Hire of Hall and all catering facilities                                   40.00                            25.00 

Hire of Hall with full bar facilities                                        90.00                            60.00 

To book the Village Hall please contact Marg Price on 

01743 791 633
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Crowning Glory 
 

 
 
 
 

Val & Lauren would like to welcome 
 all customers old and new. 

Fully qualified and accredited 
 in all aspects of hair and beauty. 

Opening times: 
Tuesday - 9 to 5pm 

Wednesday - 9 to 5pm 
Thursday - 9 to 5.50pm 

Friday - 9 to 5.30pm 
Saturday – 9 to 1pm 

Bennett’s Business Centre, Main Rd, Pontesbury. 
Tel: 01743 790 008 

Check out our Facebook pages for special offers. 

hand controls 
 

left foot accelerators 
 

car boot hoists 
 

person hoists 
 

swivel seats 
 

secondary control  
systems ...and more! 

      Unit 11  
      Malehurst Industrial Estate 
      Minsterley, Shropshire 
      SY5 0EQ 
      info@allshropshiremobility.co.uk 

Offering a bespoke service to both 
Motability and private customers 

 
Tel:  01743 790 879 

Call: 07966 788791 
Quotations: 01743 792013 

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk 
 

Efficient friendly service from an 
 experienced Electrician 

 
        ▪       Specialist in House Rewiring 
        ▪       Inspection & Testing of Properties 
        ▪       Extra Sockets & Lights installed  
                  (no job too small) 
        ▪       We will fit your own newly                            
                  purchased lights etc. 
        ▪       All work VAT free 
        ▪       Fully Insured 
        ▪       All work certified and notified to  
                  building control (Part P) 
        ▪       Free Quotations 
        ▪       Competitive Hourly Rates 

 
 

COMPLETE SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 
 

 
-  

- -  
-  

 

-  
- -  
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 5) What is the fewest number of 
colours needed such that no two 
adjacent vertices are coloured the 
same? 
Note: In graph theory, two vertices are 
adjacent if they share an edge. 

3) Gin & Tonic 

One glass has 10 cl. of tonic water and 
another 10 cl. of gin. Pour 3 cl of tonic 
into the glass with gin and after mixing 
thoroughly, pour 3 cl. of the mixture 
back into the glass with tonic water.  
Is there more tonic in the glass of gin or 
more gin in the glass of tonic? 
(Ignore the chemical composition!) .  

1) Maths Game by Diophantus 
We know little about this Greek 
mathematician from Alexandria, called the 
father of algebra, except that he lived 
around 3rd century A.D. Thanks to an admirer 
of his, who described his life by means of an 
algebraic riddle, we know at least something 
about his life. 
Diophantus's youth lasted 1/6 of his life. He 
had his first beard in the next 1/12 of his life. 
At the end of the following 1/7 of his life 
Diophantus got married. Five years from then 
his son was born. His son lived exactly 1/2 of 
Diophantus's life. Diophantus died 4 years 
after the death of his son. 
How long did Diophantus live?  

4) Why does a full glass of water cast 
a darker shadow than an empty 
glass?

2) How many isosceles triangles are 
drawn in this regular pentagon? 

Answers on page 40 

5) Storing food in the refrigerator 
keeps the food edible for a longer 
period of time. Why?

6) Why do we salt roads in the winter?

7) A teacher would like to have their 
students work together in small groups 
of at least 2. If there are 23 students and 
each student can only be in one group, 
is it possible to divide the students into 
at least 2 groups such that all the groups 
have the same number of students? 

8) What is the measure of the angle 
‘A’?
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Danny Bebb

JOHN W. F. BEBB
Building, Civil Engineering, 

Surfacing and Steel Fabrication 

Contractors

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
Email: 
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

LL OGSOGS  F F OROR  S S ALEALE

Free delivery on bags 
within 10 miles.  

Nets for collection.

Bulk Bag & Net Suppliers

Danny Bebb 
Weston Road, 
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, Shrewsbury, 
SY5 0JJ

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
greenacreslogs@hotmail.com

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with 
your waste and leave them in a vehicle 

accessible place, call us and we will collect. 

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

£72 Inc VAT for bag & collection. Discounts on 
multiple bags from the same address at the 

same time

JOHN W. F. BEBB  
SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE 

07815 801 871 

Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.  
Delivery available.

Mini Digger £50 

High Lift Dumper £40 

Magic Screed £40 

Bull Float £30 

Wacker Plate £30 

Stihl Saw from £25 

Pointing Guns £10 

Grinders from £15 

Welder/Generator £50 

Trailer Hire from £15 

And much more!

Danny Bebb 

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
Email: 
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk
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  Useful Numbers 
 

Shrewsbury Hospital 
01743 261 000 

 
Shrop Doc 

0333 222 6655 
 

Pontesbury Medical  
01743 790 325 

 
Worthen Medical 

01743 891 401 
 

Pontesbury Chemist 
01743 790 273 

 
Police 

0300 333 3000 
 

Severn Trent Water 
0800 783 4444 

 
Western Power 
0800 328 1111 

 
British Telecom 
0800 023 2023 

 
Stiperstones School 

01743 791 207 
 

Minsterley Motors 
01743 791 208 

 
Councillor H Kidd 

01938 561 651 
 

Philip Dunne MP 
01584 872 187 

 
Village Hall Bookings 

01743 791 633 
 

Stiperstones Oil Coordinator 
01743 792 204 

 
Snailbeach District News 

01743 790 049 
 

Stiperstones Stores 
01743 790 594 

 
Stiperstones Inn 
01743 791 327

Waste Collection Schedule

Mobile Post Office Opening Times 
Wednesdays 9.30am - 11.00am 

Perkins beach Method church, stiperstones 
Post office telephone number: 

08457 223344 (central customer services) 
 

Stiperstones Stores Opening Times 
approximately 9.00am - 8.00pm daily 

tel: 01743 790594

                                          September                          October

 

 
Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are: 

PC 3331 Stuart Coote, PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 
Local Police Team: 01743 264 777 

(Not to be used for reporting crime, incidents or emergencies) 

Evening all...

Tue 4th Tue 11th Tue 18th Tue 25th Tue 2nd

Black bin Green bin Black bin Green bin Black bin

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE REPORTED  
CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONES 

12th July – 14th August 2018 
CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES 

Breach of restraining order   Hope  
Theft of vehicle  Ford Ranger stolen from 

farm, found dumped by 
offenders near Yockleton 

Outskirts of Chirbury Overnight 9th – 10th August  

Assault x2  Bentlawnt  
Dwelling burglary  Offender has reached in 

through insecure window and 
taken L/Rover Discovery 
keys. No attempt to take 

vehicle.  

Bentlawnt  During morning 28th July.  

Harassment   Bentlawnt   

Dwelling burglary  Property under renovation 
entered and damage caused 

including broken windows 
and paint thrown  

Brockton During 2nd August. Enquiries 
ongoing to identify suspects  

Criminal damage  Windows broken at old school 
building  

Hope  25th July  

Theft  Antique cast iron planter urns 
stolen from private drive   

Property on outskirts of 
Worthen  

21st July  

Assault   Meadowtown   

TACKLING ACQUISITIVE RURAL CRIME 
We had an attempted daytime burglary in Bucknell on 11th August, offenders have 
approached end of terrace property and attempted to gain entry via a secluded ground 
level window where the window was broken and latch moved. Thankfully no entry was 
gained. We advise locals to be vigilant of any suspicious person around the area. 
Hopefully this is a one off for the area.  
There was a theft of a Ford Ranger from a farm near Chirbury in the early hours of 10th 
August, thankfully this was found dumped by offenders some 10 miles away (possibly 
due to the poor mechanical state of the vehicle). These type of vehicles will continue to 
be a target by criminals as the engines on certain models are sort after.  
A local offender to the Bishops Castle area has been charged with 4 theft offences and 
also bailed for a burglary offence is in court on the 21st August.  
Local officers and Dyfed Powys officers continue to target local criminal gangs in order to 
disrupt offending. This will continue. There is regular liaison between Dyfed Powys 
officers in order to share intelligence with reference to cross border offenders.
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Telephone: 01743 791 208 
(8am - 5pm Monday to Friday) 

Email Address: john@minsterleymotors.co.uk 
Website: www.minsterleymotors.co.uk

Notes (SCH - School Days Only) SCH SCH
BUS STATION, Stand N 07:35 08:10 08:50 10:05 10:30 11:00 12:00 12:30 13:30 14:00 14:45 15:45 16:25 16:25 17:00 17:40 18:05
Copthorne Rd, opp Barracks 07:42 08:17 08:57 10:12 10:37 11:07 12:07 12:37 13:37 14:07 14:52 15:52 16:32 16:32 17:07 17:47 18:12

Copthorne, opp Hospital 10:18 12:13 14:13 16:38 17:53

Radbrook Rd, adj College 07:47 08:22 09:02 10:42 11:12 12:42 13:42 14:57 15:57 16:37 17:12 18:17

Hanwood, Caradoc View Jct 07:52 08:27 09:07 10:22 10:47 11:17 12:17 12:47 13:47 14:17 15:02 16:02 16:42 16:42 17:17 17:57 18:22

Hanwood, Cock Inn 07:54 08:29 09:09 10:24 10:49 11:19 12:19 12:49 13:49 14:20 15:04 16:04 16:44 16:44 17:19 17:59 18:24

Lea Cross, adj Junction 07:57 08:32 09:12 10:27 10:52 11:22 12:22 12:52 13:52 14:22 15:07 16:07 16:47 16:47 17:22 18:02 18:27

Mary Webb 08:40 15:20

Pontesbury, opp Shop 08:03 08:40 09:18 10:33 10:59 11:29 12:28 12:58 13:59 14:28 15:13 15:21 16:14 16:53 16:54 17:28 18:08 18:34

Minsterley, adj crown & sceptre 08:07 08:47 09:22 10:37 11:02 11:32 12:32 13:02 14:02 14:32 15:17 15:27 16:17 16:57 16:57 17:32 18:12 18:37

Plox Green, Crossroads 08:09 10:39 11:04 11:34 12:34 14:04 14:34 15:29 16:19 16:59 16:59 18:14 18:39

Snailbeach, Village Hall 11:07 14:07 15:32 16:22 17:02 18:42

Stiperstones, adj Inn 11:10 14:10 15:35 16:25 17:05 18:45

Hope 08:14 10:44 12:39 14:39 17:04 18:19

Gravels 08:16 10:46 12:41 14:41 17:06 18:21

White Grit, Turn 08:20 10:50 12:45 14:45 17:10 18:25

Llan, Turn 08:24 10:54 12:49 14:49 17:14 18:29

Bromleys Mill 08:27 10:57 12:52 14:52 17:17 18:32

Lydham, Church 08:29 10:59 12:54 14:54 17:19 18:34

Bishops castle, Salop Street 08:31 11:01 12:56 14:56 17:21 18:36

Bishops castle, adj Boars Head 08:35 11:05 13:00 15:00 17:25 18:40

Shrewsbury To Bishops Castle - Monday To Saturday

2A, The Farriers, Annscroft, Shrewsbury SY5 8AN

Notes (SCH - School Days Only) SCH SCH

Bishops castle, opp Boars Head 07:30 09:40 12:18 13:30 15:40

Bishops castle, Salop Street 07:33 09:43 12:22 13:33 15:43

Lydham, Church 07:35 09:45 12:24 13:35 15:45

Bromleys Mill 07:37 09:47 12:26 13:37 15:47

Llan, Turn 07:40 09:50 12:29 13:40 15:50

White Grit, Turn 07:44 09:54 12:33 13:44 15:54

Gravels 07:47 09:57 12:37 13:47 15:57

Hope 07:50 10:00 12:40 13:50 16:00

Stiperstones, opp Inn 06:48 07:20 07:48 08:23 11:15 14:35 16:53

Snailbeach, Village Hall 06:52 07:22 07:52 08:27 11:18 14:38 16:57

Plox Green, Crossroads 06:55 07:25 07:55 07:55 08:30 10:05 11:21 11:55 12:45 13:05 13:55 14:42 16:05 17:05

Minsterley, opp crown & sceptre 06:58 07:28 07:58 07:58 08:33 08:48 09:25 10:08 11:24 11:58 12:48 13:08 13:58 14:45 15:18 16:08 17:08 17:32

Pontesbury, Hall Bank 07:03 07:33 08:03 08:03 08:37 08:53 09:30 10:13 11:29 12:03 12:53 13:13 14:03 14:50 15:23 16:13 17:13 17:37

Mary Webb 08:40 15:26

Lea Cross, Opp Junction 07:08 07:38 08:08 08:08 08:58 09:35 10:18 11:34 12:08 12:53 13:18 14:08 14:55 15:30 16:18 17:18 17:42

Hanwood, Cock Inn 07:11 07:41 08:11 08:11 09:01 09:38 10:21 11:37 12:11 13:01 13:21 14:11 14:58 15:31 16:21 17:21 17:45

Hanwood, Caradoc View Jct 07:13 07:43 08:13 08:13 09:03 09:40 10:23 11:39 12:13 13:03 13:23 14:13 15:00 15:33 16:23 17:23 17:47

Radbrook Rd, opp College 07:18 07:48 08:18 09:08 09:45 11:44 12:18 13:27 15:05 15:38 17:28 17:52

Copthorne, adj Hospital 08:18 10:27 13:07 14:17 16:27

Copthorne Rd, adj Barracks 07:23 07:53 08:23 08:24 09:13 09:50 10:33 11:49 12:23 13:13 13:33 14:23 15:10 15:43 16:33 17:33 17:57

BUS STATION, Stand N 07:30 08:00 08:35 08:36 09:20 09:57 10:40 11:56 12:30 13:20 13:40 14:30 15:17 15:50 16:40 17:40 18:04

y y

Bishops Castle To Shrewsbury - Monday To Saturday
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Minster leyMinster ley   

MotorsMotors  
is a fam i ly run 
business and has 

been an 
established part of 
the shropshire scene 

for many years. 
if it’s a friendly and  

eff icient service 
you are looking for, 
you need not look 
any further than  
Minster leyMinster ley   

Motors.Motors.   
We will be  
delighted to 

provide you with a 
comprehensive 

quot a tion at   
guaranteed prices for 
all types of coach 
hire and coach travel 
and for any size of 

group.

 Day Trips Enquiries Call: 01743 791208 
 September  

Wednesday 5th   llangollen & british ironworks £14 
Tuesday 11th   betws-y-coed & caernarfon £19 
Friday 21st   black country living Museum with entry £27 
Tuesday 25th   brecon Mountain railway & Monmouth £34 

 October  

Thursday 4th   derbyshire autumn colours £22 

Tuesday 9th   boundary Mills colne & canal scenic cruise £30 

Saturday 20th   christmas gift Fair cheltenham race course 

                            
& cheltenham       

                                               

£24

 

Wednesday 24th blackpool illuminations £25 

Saturday 27th   oxford—the city of dreaming spires £25 

 

Pontesbury Shop 08:50 Ludlow Assembly Rooms 13:15
Minsterley 08:55 Craven Arms 13:30

Hope 09:00 Long Meadowend 13:35
Gravels 09:03 Aston on Clun 15:17

White Grit 09:05 Lydbury North 13:50
Lydham 09:10 Little Brampton 14:00

Bishops Castle 09:15 Clunton 14:02
Colebatch 09:20 Clun 14:05

Clun 09:35 Colebatch 14:20
Clunton 09:38 Bishops Castle 14:25

Little Brampton 09:40 Lydham 14:30
Lydbury North 09:50 White Grit 14:35
Aston on Clun 10:03 Gravels 14:37

Long Meadowend 10:05 Hope 14:40
Craven Arms 10:10 Minsterley 14:45

Ludlow Assembly Rooms 10:25 Pontesbury 14:50
Does not run on Bank Holidays except Good Friday

745  Mondays and Fridays only 

775  Tuesdays only 
                Pontesbury Shop 09:30 Newtown 13:50

Minsterley 09:35 Kerry 14:00
Plox Green 09:38 Sarn 14:10

Hope 09:40 Blue Bell 14:15

Gravels 09:45 Church Stoke 14:20
White Grit 09:48 Bishops Castle 14:35
Llan Turn 09:51 Bishops Castle 14:40

Bromleys Mill 09:55 Lydham 14:43

Lydham 09:57 Bromleys Mill 14:45

Bishops Castle 10:00 Llan Turn 14:49
Bishops Castle 10:05 White Grit 14:52
Church Stoke 10:20 Gravels 14:55

Blue Bell 10:25 Hope 15:00
Sarn 10:30 Plox Green 15:02
Kerry 10:40 Minsterley 15:05

Newtown 10:50 Pontesbury 15:10
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Please hand your
entries to Phil at 

The Stiperstones Inn, 
Sodoku

B
a
c
k

 t
o
 S

c
h

o
o
l

September
Trivia
Birthstone: 
Sapphire

Flower: 
Morning Glory or Aster

Star Signs:
Virgo (Aug 22- Sept 23

Libra (Sept 23 - October  22)

.September (from Latin septem,
"seven") was originally the

seventh of ten months on the
oldest known Roman calendar,

with March the first month of
the year until perhaps as late

as 153 BC.[2] After the
calendar reform that added
January and February to the

beginning of the year.

You have brains in your
head. You have feet in
your shoes. You can 
steer yourself any

direction you choose.

Dr. Seuss

—————————

He who opens a school
door, closes a prison.

Victor Hugo
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Quaker Meetings 
 Shrewsbury Quaker Meeting House 

Corporation Lane, Coton Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 2NU 
10.30 am every Sunday 

Clun Valley Quaker Meeting 
The Community Centre 

Grange Road, Bishop’s Castle  
10.30 am every Sunday, except 1st Sunday 
of month Hazelhurst Community Centre, 

Hazelhurst Close, Clun SY7 8LQ

Baptist Services 
 
 Snailbeach Methodist  

Church News 
September 

***** 
2nd September ‐ service at 2.45 pm 
9th Septmber ‐ service at 2.45 pm 

16th September ‐ service at 2.45 pm 
23rd September ‐ Harvest Festival 

followed by Sale and Supper at 7 pm 
30th September ‐ service at 10.30 am 

We hope you will join us. 
***** 

A date for your diary:‐ 
17th November 10 am ‐ 2 pm 

Coffee Morning in the Church Hall

Sunday services: 10.30 am & 3.00 pm 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 

Wednesdays 7.15 pm 
Held in the School Room, Snailbeach 
Elder: Mr. Joe Evans 01743 790 979 

All are welcome!

Date Habberley      
St. Mary

Hope            
Holy Trinity       

Minsterley    
Holy Trinity

Shelve            
All Saints

Snailbeach      
St. Lukes

1st Sunday 
 

2nd September 
Trinity 14 

Green 

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

 
Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

 
Revd Giles 

 

2nd Sunday 
 

9th September 
Trinity 15 

Green 

6.30pm 
BCP 

Evening Prayer 
 

Revd Giles 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

 
 

Revd Christine 

10.30am 
All Age Worship 

 
 

Revd Giles 

3rd Sunday 
 

16th September 
Trinity 16 

Green 

 

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

 
Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

 
Revd Giles 

 
 

4th Sunday 
 

23rd September 
Trinity 17 

Green 

10.30am 
Harvest Service 
Songs of Praise 

Service 
 

Revd Giles

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

 
 

Revd Giles 

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

 
 

Revd Pam 

2.00pm 
Harvest Service  
Songs of Praise 

Service 
 

Revd Pam 
5th Sunday 

 
30th September 

Trinity 18 
Green 

10.30am 
 

Group Holy 
Communion 

 
Revd Giles 

Stiperstones Group C of E Service  Rota September 2018
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What’s on 
  

 
Editor/Publisher: Patrick Marks - editor.sdn@mail.com 

Printers: SJF Design & Print - hello@sjfdesignandprint.co.uk 

Deadline for inclusion is midday on the 20th of each month. 

You can also leave items for inclusion at the Stiperstones Inn if you wish. 

Car Boot Sale 
Minsterley Parish Hall, SY5 0HR 
8th. September 8.30am-12noon 

Call 01743 891 985 to book a 
pitch or table. 

 
Worthen with Shelve  
Parish Council Meeting 

Hope Village Hall 
24th September @ 7.00pm 

Members of the Public welcome. 
 

Ludlow Food & Drink 
 Festival 

Ludlow Castle, Ludlow, SY8 1AY  
7th - 9th September. 

 
Rea Valley Probus Club 

 The White Horse Inn,  
Wednesday, 12th September 

Pulverbatch 12:30 pm 
 

Pontesbury Apple Day 
Saturday, 29th September 
Pontesbury Congregational 
Church, Minsterley Road. 

 
St. John the Baptist Church, 

Myndtown, SY7 8BL  
10am, Sunday, 9th September  

A guided talk on the History and 
Archaeology of the Church. 

 
Habberley Village Hall 
7th Annual Produce Show 

Saturday September 8th 2018 
Doors open at 2.00 pm. Exhibits 
to be staged Saturday morning 9 
am to 11.30 am. Judging 12.00to 

1.00 pm.

1) There is an easy equation to reflect several ages 
of Diophantus: 
1/6x + 1/12x + 1/7x + 5 + 1/2x + 4 = x 
The solution (x) is 84 years.  
2) 5 
3) There is exactly as much tonic in the glass of gin as 
there is gin in the glass of tonic. 
4) The water in the glass bends the light. 
5) 4 
6) Lowering the temperature slows down the rates of 
chemical reactions. 
7) No 
8) 130 degrees

Answers to Puzzles & Posers from page 33

1) When you ASCERTAIN a fact, be AS CERTAIN 

as you can. 

2) DARa checked the CALENDAR every day. 

3) Eileen found herself at E’s (ease) in the 

CEMETERY. 

4) That LIAR looked FAMILIAR. 

5) Never BELIEVE a LIE. 

6) An ISLAND IS LAND surrounded by water 

7) It’s NECESSARY to remember the CESSPOOL 

in the middle. 

8) Please keep QUIET about my DIET 

9) Remember the CIA have SPECIAL agents! 

10) A FRIEND stays to the END 

11) TWO TWINS 

12) A SECRETARY keeps SECRETS 

13) There’s a BUS in BUSINESS 

14) Be SURE to MEASURE it out properly! 

15) RHYTHM   has your two Hips moving! 

Desert or Dessert?    
A Desert has one but a Dessert has two‐because 

you always want second helpings! 

Loose or lose? 
If you lose something, you mislay an O 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL 

 FOR YOUNG and OLD 

MNEMONICS to help with SPELLING 


