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The year 2024 is notable for the large number of elections, 
with 8 of the world's 10 most populous nations (Bangladesh, 
Brazil, India, United States, Indonesia, Pakistan, Russia, 
Mexico) voting; countries that are home to nearly half of the 
world's people will hold elections in 2024. Around 2 billion 
voters - approximately a quarter of the world's population - 
are expected to be heading to the polls this year.
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Changes around the world and at 
home.
I have decided to retire from my role 
as editor in the summer.  This has 
been a great experience and I have 
enjoyed the responsibility of taking 
over one of the most respected 
newsletters in the county.  I hope it is 
not too daunting a task for another 
budding, or ageing journalist to step 
into my shoes.
The SDN is in a strong financial 
position and computer hardware and 
software togtether with plenty of 
support is available for anyone (or 
group) who would be prepared to 
give it a go.
If you want to know more, call me for 
a chat - no pressure!St. Lukes

Coffee Morning
Snailbeach Village Hall

Saturday 6th April
10.00am - Noon

Donations and Tombola Prizes 
gratefully received

Sometimes you go to a funeral and come away wishing 
you had known that person better.  Jude Butcher's send 
off was just such a case.
Before moving to Snailbeach with her partner Jo Jude 
had led an interesting and inspiring life..  Jude and her 
ex-husband had two boys , Gareth and David.  Sadly 
David suffered brain damage at an early age but Jude 
fought throughout his life for David to receive the best 
treatment and life experiences possible, often having to 
confront service providers to get what she wanted for 
him.
Gareth was a fiercely competitive sportsman, winning a 
scholarship to the states.
Jude herself excelled in many sports, including tennis and swimming , she became 
an excellent coach and inspirational trainer in many disciplines.  Her efforts were 
rewarded when she received a National Training Award presented by one of her 
Welsh sporting heroes, Colin Jackson.
Gareth now lives in Brazil with his wife Luciana and Jude’s two grandsons Lucas 
and William.
I remember Jude for her time as SDN editor, a lovely lady and sadly missed.

Generous donations from David, 
Heather, Ian and a very generous 

gift from Colin Wallsgrove
- thank you all.

Deadline day April 21st
sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk

01743 791999
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Snailbeach Village Hall

Snailbeach and District Village Hall Committee

The Committee is made up of the following people:­
Chair – Philip Sproson­Jones, contact via the 
Stiperstones Inn
Vice Chair – Rodney Birt
Treasurer – Maria Marks
Secretary – Pam Bickley,  or 07887 531174
Bookings officer – Jo Jeays, 07815 733730
Health and Safety – Carl Fleming
Lara Sproson Jones; Pam Davies; Ray Harper; Caroline Harper; 
Anne­Marie Fleming; Jenny Mix; Julian Bromhead
Co­opted member – Justyna Jones

As the Village Hall is a charity, we are all Trustees and follow the 
guidelines laid out by the Charity Commission. We also have a 
Constitution which goes back to the original committee – it lays out 
clearly what we are there for.

We meet bi monthly and our AGM is in November. We are always 
looking for new members and if you are interested, please speak to 
any of the committee members

The play area
Last year we had an inspection of the play area by ROSPA (Royal Society for the prevention of accidents) as 
we had concerns. The report is comprehensive and it identified a number of things we need to improve.
The Committee considered carefully if we wished to continue maintaining the play area or whether it would 
be easier to remove all the equipment and grass over it.
We have taken the decision to maintain the play area and we have now commissioned Midland Playscape to 
carry out the improvements noted by ROSPA.
Over the next few months (particularly when we get some dry weather!!), you may notice Nick (Midland 
Playscape) at the play area – at times he will remove equipment to make the necessary improvements or he 
will work on site. 
On behalf of the Committee, the secretary (Pam Bickley) is exploring grants to enable us to purchase new 
equipment. Play area equipment is expensive – eg. The train we purchased a while ago cost over £4000! We 
would also like the play area to be accessible for all children.
If you feel you are able to help us – either financially or practically, please contact Pam on 07887 531174 or 
email 
We would also like your views on what you would like in the play area – children’s views as particularly 
important to us and as the grant process begins, we will ask you to come to the village hall to share your 
thoughts. Feel free to let Pam know before then if there is something you feel strongly about. 
Also once the better weather arrives, you will see Committee members replacing some of the fencing. We 
will advertise work parties in advance and would love it if you are able to join us.
Many thanks
Pam
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Letter from Westminster – April 2024  Philip Dunne MP
 With the clocks having changed, and the welcome lighter 
evenings alongside the beginnings of verdant growth, it feels 
as though we are finally moving out of winter months and into 
Spring.  
There is a certain sense of renewal that many of us feel at this time of year – 
particularly those of us who are Christians, noting the story of Easter. Parliament is 
currently in recess over Easter, providing a welcome opportunity for me to spend 
more time in the constituency.   
Somewhat less idyllic than the blooming greenery of South Shropshire at this time 
of year, though no less important, is that we also have the new tax year in April. 
But this year it comes with significant positive news from the government in terms 
of tax and benefit changes. 
At last month’s Budget, the Chancellor announced a cut in the main rate of 
employee National Insurance Contributions by 2p, from 10 per cent to 8 per cent, 
from 6th April. Combined with the 2p cut which came into effect in January, this will 
save the average worker over £900 a year. It also sets a clear direction of travel for 
lower personal taxation.  
The main rate of self-employed NICs will also be cut by a further 2p. This means 
that also from 6th April, the main rate of Class 4 NICs for the self-employed will 
now be reduced from 9 per cent to 6 per cent. Combined with the abolition of the 
requirement to pay Class 2, this will save the average self-employed person around 
£650 a year. 
This month also sees the National Living Wage (NLW) increase by 9.8 per cent from 
£10.42 to £11.44 an hour. This pay boost, worth over £1,800 a year for a full-time 
worker, is the biggest cash increase in the NLW in more than a decade. 
Additionally, this month all working-age benefits, including Universal Credit, will be 
uprated in line with September 2023 Consumer Price Index Inflation – 6.7 per cent. 
For pensioners, the basic State Pension, new State Pension, and Pension Credit 
standard minimum guarantee will be uprated in line with average earnings growth 
of 8.5 per cent. 
To support low-income households with increasing rent costs, this month the 
Government will raise Local Housing Allowance rates to the 30th percentile of local 
market rents. This will benefit 1.6 million low-income households, who will be 
around £800 a year better off on average in 2024-25, and give families greater 
security and peace of mind.  
The Household Support Fund is being extended for a further six months until 
September this year, with an additional £500m investment, to provide targeted 
support for the most vulnerable as inflation continues to fall, including the cost of 
essentials such as food and utilities.  
In a further welcome easing of the pressure on household budgets, the energy 
regulator Ofgem announced the typical energy bill will fall to £1,690 from 1st April, 
which is £238 lower than the price cap set between 1st January to 31st March this 
year, and is at the lowest level since Putin’s invasion of Ukraine two years ago. This 
should also help us get a further grip on inflation, which takes so much out of 
household budgets.  
As the end of my time as your MP approaches, I am concerned there has been a 
creeping sense of pessimism about the fate of our country – which I do not share. I 
hope the measures outlined above, easing the cost of living, alongside the 
changing of the seasons, might lead to greater optimism and hope for the future.  
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Democracy  in  Greece

Traditionally, the concept of democracy is believed to have 
originated in Athens in c508 BC, although there is evidence 
to suggest that democratic systems of government may 
have existed elsewhere in the world before then, albeit on a 
smaller scale.

How democratic was ancient Greek democracy, really?

Ten new groups – or tribes – were created as a way of 
breaking up the existing power structure with political rights 
and privileges dependent on one’s tribe. What’s more, all 
Athenians had the right to attend and vote in the ekklesia, 
an assembly which met every ten days. To ensure that even 
the poorest could afford to attend and participate in the city’s political activities, payment was 
given for attendance from c400 BC.

A deliberative body known as the boule saw 500 randomly selected people (50 from each tribe) 
meet daily to discuss legislation, which would then be agreed by citizens at the ekklesia.

What role did women play in Athenian democracy?

Athenian democracy did not extend to women, and they played little role in the political life of 
the state and had no vote. Athenian girls were not formally educated and their rights were 
limited.

Was Athenian democracy always a good thing?

Possibly the most dramatic aspect of Athenian democracy was ostracism, which was common 
between 487-417 BC. If 6,000 voters were in favour, an Athenian citizen could be sent into exile 
for ten years, a tactic that was often used to rid the city of a powerful but perhaps unpopular 
figure.

What are the differences between ancient Greek democracy and democracy today?

According to historians, there are three differences between today’s system of democracy and 
that of the ancient Greeks: scale, participation and eligibility.

The population of fifth-century-BC Athens is thought to have been around 250,000, yet only 
about 30,000 were full Athenian citizens and therefore able to benefit from the new constitution. 
The remaining were slaves, women, children or foreigners. What’s more, only men could take 
part in a democratic government.

How did democracy continue after ancient Greece?

Despite surviving defeat in the Peloponnesian War in 404 BC, the democratic experiment came 
to an end in 322 BC, with the failure of the Greek revolt against Macedonian rule following the 
death of Alexander the Great.

Elements of democracy after Athens can be seen in the Roman world in the third century, 
Scandinavia in the eighth century, and the Italian communes of the 11th-13th centuries. But full 
democracy as we know it today was a long time coming.

This content first appeared in the June 2017 issue of BBC History Revealed
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To vote in England, you now need to show photo ID to vote at 
polling stations in some elections.

This  will  apply  to:

UK  parliamentary  elections,   including  general  elections,   by­

elections  and  recall  petitions

Local  elections  and  by­elections

Police  and  Crime  Commissioner  elections

The  deadline  to  apply  for  free  voter  ID  for  the  elections  on 

Thursday  2  May  is  5pm  on  Wednesday  24  April.

Accepted  forms  of  photo  ID

You  can  use  any  of  the  following  accepted  forms  of  photo  ID  when  voting  at  a  polling  station.

International  travel

Passport  issued  by  the  UK,   any  of  the  Channel  Islands,   the  Isle  of  Man,   a  British  Overseas 

Territory,   an  EEA  state  or  a  Commonwealth  country  (including  an  Irish  Passport  Card) 

Driving  and  Parking

Driving  licence  issued  by  the  UK,   any  of  the  Channel  Islands,   the  Isle  of  Man,   or  an  EEA  state 

(this  includes  a  provisional  driving  licence)

A  Blue  Badge

Local  travel

Older  Person’s  Bus  Pass  funded  by  the  UK  Government

Disabled  Person’s  Bus  Pass  funded  by  the  UK  Government

Oyster  60+  Card  funded  by  the  funded  by  the  UK  Government

Freedom  Pass

Scottish  National  Entitlement  Card  issued  for  the  purpose  of  concessionary  travel  (including  a 

60+,   disabled  or  under  22s  bus  pass)

60  and  Over  Welsh  Concessionary  Travel  Card

Disabled  Person’s  Welsh  Concessionary  Travel  Card

Senior  SmartPass  issued  in  Northern  Ireland

Registered  Blind  SmartPass  or  Blind  Person’s  SmartPass  issued  in  Northern  Ireland

War  Disablement  SmartPass  issued  in  Northern  Ireland

60+  SmartPass  issued  in  Northern  Ireland

Half  Fare  SmartPass  issued  in  Northern  Ireland

Proof  of  age

Identity  card  bearing  the  Proof  of  Age  Standards  Scheme  hologram  (a  PASS  card)

Other  government  issued  documents

Biometric  immigration  document

Ministry  of  Defence  Form  90  (Defence  Identity  Card)

National  identity  card  issued  by  an  EEA  state

Electoral  Identity  Card  issued  in  Northern  Ireland

Voter  Authority  Certificate

Anonymous  Elector's  Document

You  will  only  need  to  show  one  form  of  photo  ID.   It  needs  to  be  the  original  version  and  not  a 

photocopy.
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I wanted to introduce myself to you all as the 
Conservative Prospective Candidate for South 
Shropshire. My name is Stuart Anderson and I 
hope to be elected as your MP in the upcoming 
general election to follow in the footsteps of my 
predecessor Philip Dunne MP. After nearly twenty 
years serving this area as a fantastic local 
representative, Philip will be missed and is leaving 
big shoes to fill for whoever comes after him.

I’ve already had the chance to speak to so many 
wonderful South Shropshire residents, but with many still to meet it is worth telling you 
a bit about me first. I’ve spent most of my life living in the Marches. Growing up in rural 
Herefordshire, my first job was as a farm hand. I joined the military after leaving 
school,butI was not there long before getting shot in a training exercise. My army 
career was nearly over just as it was beginning, yet through gruelling rehab I recovered 
to continue active service with the Royal Green Jackets now the Rifles, the local 
Shropshire regiment. I left the military after serving 8 years before going on to work in 
the Defence and Security Industry around the world. 

My army days eventually caught up with me, and I have spoken openly about my 
severe battles with mental health. It was in these lowest moments that I decided I 
wanted to get back to doing what I loved most – serving my country. This is why I have 
entered politics – to use my experiences and my skills to help those struggling like I did 
and stand up for the freedoms and values that make our country so special.I love our 
country and want to see that my children can grow up in a country they can be proud 
of. 

I became an MP in 2019, but due to the boundary changes I was displaced and then 
selected to be the next Conservative Prospective Candidate for South Shropshire. It is 
great to come back to my Marches roots. South Shropshire is where I live with my 
family, where my kids go to school and the area that would be an absolute privilege to 
represent. 

What does South Shropshire need? We need to continue Philip Dunne’s example of 
strong local representation, standing up for local voices to unleash rural prosperity, 
enhance public services, champion our farmers, support local communities and protect 
the countryside. One example is the £312 million Philip helped secure for the local 
NHS Hospital Transformation Fund – I want to see wins like this protected and 
repeated.

I want to be listening, supporting, and delivering for South Shropshire. This means that 
I will start by listening ­ I already receive many fantastic emails from residents and 
hundreds have taken part in my surveys. I would love to hear from you, so please get 
in touch at , or go to my website  to take part in the surveys. 

I look forward to meeting many more of you in South Shropshire this year in my 
campaign to be the next Member of Parliament for this brilliant constituency. 

Stuart Anderson

Conservative Prospective Parliamentary Candidate for South Shropshire
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The  Green­winged  Orchids  of  Minsterley  Meadows

As  reported  in   last  month’s  newsletter  Minsterley  Meadows  is  up  for  sale  and  the 
Minsterley  Meadows  working  group  is  hopeful   for  the  success  of  ongoing  negotiations.   I f 
so,   a  cam paign  wi l l   be  launched  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  to  purchase  the  meadows.  
Minsterley  Meadows  (SSSI )   is  a  threatened  habitat  of  national   im portance.   I t  contains 
an   abundance  of  Green­winged  Orchids,   characteristic  of  this  type  of  land,   which   are 
national ly  scarce.  

Green­winged  Orchids 
Green  ­winged  Orchids  (Anacem ptis  morio)   are 
short  plants  with   narrow  leaves  (height  7­1 5cm)  
which   l ive  on   unim proved  grassland.   Their  name 
comes  from  the  green  veins  in   the  ‘hoods’   of  the 
flowers.   (See  photo  below).   They  are  mainly  a 
stunning  purple  but  colours  can  range  from  shades 
of  purple  to  pink  and  even  white.     These  orchids 
bloom  in   May  and  June  and  are  pol l inated  by 
bumblebees.  

Grasslands  such  as  Minsterley  Meadows,   the  home  of  the 
Green­winged  Orchid,   are  ancient  habitats  which   are  vulnerable 
to  change.     They  need  careful   management  and  hay  cutting   at 
the  right  time  to  ensure  that  they  are  kept  in   good  condition.  
Cutting   time  is  from  mid­July  to  the  end  of  August,   after  the 
flowers  have  set  seed.

  We  have  a  valuable  opportunity  to  safeguard  the  future  of 
Minsterley  Meadows  and  the  Green­winged  Orchids.     More 
updates  wi l l   fol low  but  in   the  meantime  for  further  information  
please  contact:     info@middlemarchescommunitylandtrust. org. uk 

See  website:   https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust. org. uk/

TWELFTH  NIGHT  by  Wil l iam  Shakespeare

Abbey  Foregate  Church  Drama  Group  wil l   perform  Twelfth   Night 

at  7:30pm  on  Wednesday  1 2th­  Saturday  1 5th   June  2024.  

Ticket  prices­  Adults  £1 2  Under  1 8’s  £6  to  include  programme  and  refreshments.  

This  performance  wil l   take  place  in   Shrewsbury  United  Reformed  Church,   to  which  St.   Nicholas’   Hal l  

is  attached.    

This  modern  production  of  Twelfth   Night  is  set  in   the  1 960s,   a  time  period  often  considered  to  be 

counter  cultural;   a  time  of  protest,   an   unpopular  war  in   ,   the  space  race  to  the  moon  and  the 

assassination  of  significant  pol itical   and  spiritual   leaders  such  as  JFK  and  Martin   Luther  King.   More 

famil iar  themes  in   the  play  are  gender  swapping,   supported  in   this  production  by  the  songs  of  Ray 

Davies  and  The  Kinks  where,   to  quote  their  popular  song,   Lola,   ‘girls  wi l l   be  boys  and  boys  wi l l   be 

girls’.   So,   a  play  written  around  1 602,   styled  in   the  1 960s  and  performed  in   2024  sti l l   resonates  today.  

We  hope  that  you  come  and  enjoy  this  take  on  one  of  Shakespeare’s  most  popular  comedies.      

Tickets  can  be  obtained  through  the  Drama  Group  website  on  info@ abbeydrama.com  or  by 

telephoning  the  Drama  Group  phone  (07951   862881 )   or  Robert  Currie  (01 743  790  1 23).  

Robert  Currie  and  Nick  Jones
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Pontesbury  &  District  Gardeners 
Association

The  Annual   General   Meeting  was  held   on   Tuesday  5  March.   The  Committee  and  Trustees  were  al l   re­elected  en   bloc 
and  in   their  annual   reports  the  Chairman,   Treasurer  and  Trading  Secretary  al l   commented  on   how  well   the 
Association   is  doing.   A  lease  on   the  trading  Post  was  recently  signed  giving  us  security  of  tenure  for  the  next  11 0 
years.

Spring  Planting
April   in   the  garden  is  the  time  for  potatoes  to  be  planted.   Traditionally  i t  was  Good  Friday  when  this  happened  –  that 
day  being  the  first  one  in   the  Spring  when  the  workers  had  a  day  off.   The  date  for  Easter  is  variable  so  i t  might  seem 
a  bit  haphazard,   especial ly  as  i t  fal ls  quite  early  this  year.   However  the  date  for  Easter  is  determined  by  the  lunar 
calendar  and  there  are  many  gardeners  who  now  plant  and  harvest  by  the  phases  of  the  moon,   so  both   approaches 
seem  to  tie  in   well   together!
There  is  sti l l   a  danger  of  frost  unti l   the  middle/end  of  May  so  look  after  tender  plants  and  seedlings  unti l   then.   I f  you  
don’t  have  a  greenhouse  in   which   to  shelter  the  smaller  plants  you   can  wrap  them  in   horticultural   fleece  when  frost  is 
forecast.   Looking  further  ahead  to  when  your  soft  fruits  are  ripening  and  protect  them  from  marauding  birds  with   fruit 
netting.   You  can  make  a  protective  cage  using  canes  and  netting  –  just  be  careful   i f  high   winds  are  forecast!

Spring  into  the  Garden
Don’t  forget  the  social   evening  at  7.30  on   Thursday  1 6  May  in   the  Public  Hall .   Admission  is  free,   as  are  the 
refreshments,   so  al l   you   have  to  pay  for  is  anything  that  you   buy  from  the  plant  and  garden­related  stal ls  that  wi l l   be 
there.   More  information   wil l   be  in   next  month’s  Newsletter.

At  this  point  i t  is  worth   reminding  ourselves  that,   although  the  Gardeners  Association   has  been  in   Pontesbury  for  over 
eighty  years,   there  are  people  new  to  the  area  who  may  not  know  how  we  work.   The  Association   was  formed  with   the 
aim  of  promoting  gardening  in   the  local   area  and  now  its  main   function   is  as  a  co­operative:   buying  garden 
consumables  in   bulk  and  resell ing  to  members  at  rates  lower  than  are  normally  found  in   garden  centres  and  other 
retai l   outlets.   The  centre  of  activity  is  The  Trading  Post,   which   is  a  former  rai lway  shed  by  the  old   l ine  in   Pontesbury,  
and  a  view  of  the  bui lding  i tself  is  worth   a  visit.
We  only  sel l   a  l imited  range  of  seeds;   because  of  their  perishable  nature  we  concentrate  on   those  for  planting  in  
Spring  and  at  the  moment  we  have  several   varieties  of  seed  potatoes,   beetroot,   pea  and  bean  seeds  and  onion   and 
shallot  sets,   which   are  sold   in   whatever  quantity  you   want  to  buy,   as  opposed  to  the  pre­packed  quantities  that  you  
have  to  get  in   most  retai l   outlets.   We  do  sel l   loose  grass  seed  al l   year  round.   Occasionally  members  wil l   bring  in  
surplus  seeds  or  seedlings  to  exchange  or  sel l   for  a  small   donation;   these  are  usually  snapped  up  quite  quickly.

The  Trading  Post  is  situated  in   the  Old  Station   Buildings  on   Station   Road  and  is  open  every  Saturday  from  9.30  to  1 2 
noon.

“ The Minsterley and District Eisteddfod Committee would like to thank all the 
competitors who entered the various classes at the event on Saturday, 16 March 
2024. We congratulate the winners and hope that both entrants and visitors 
enjoyed the occasion and gained pleasure from the performances.
The Committee would also like to extend its heartfelt thanks to the many friends 
who help out in various ways during the Festival weekend as it would be 
impossible to stage the event without this support. ” 
Kind regards, 
C Penrose (Assistant General / Committee Secretary) (results over leaf)
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A new ‘super’ National Nature Reserve in Shropshire

Natural England is proposing a plan to create a new National Nature Reserve in Shropshire

On the evening Wednesday 7th February, Natural England ran an event at Snailbeach Village 
Hall to gather views on the proposal for a ‘super’ National Nature Reserve in the landscape 
around the Stiperstones.  The event was really well attended, Natural England staff explained 
the idea and listened to a range of views. Natural England are interested in hearing what you 
have to say and will be sharing more information and updates, including on the Stiperstones 
National Nature Reserve Facebook page.

What does 'super' National Nature Reserve mean?

Natural England is proposing a plan to create a larger National Nature Reserve in Shropshire, 
extending from the current one at the Stiperstones. It will be managed by partner organisations 
who will work together to improve the land for nature and wildlife.

Natural England is working with partner organisations who own land near the existing 
Stiperstones National Nature Reserve. The proposal is that these organisations volunteer their 
land to make up part of the new larger National Nature Reserve.  The areas of land might not 
necessarily all join up, but the partners who manage the land are committed to working 
together.  It will not include land where the landowner does not want to participate.

A large National Nature Reserve that is managed by partners is sometimes referred to as a 
‘super’ National Nature Reserve.

Has this been done before?

Yes, there are a few examples around the country. The first was the Purbeck Heaths in Dorset. 
Other examples include the Somerset Wetlands and the Mendip National Nature Reserve in 
Somerset.

What are the benefits of a ‘super’ National Nature Reserve?  

The key benefits are to improve land for wildlife, improve water quality, slow the flow of water off 
the hills and store more carbon.

Who is involved?

The proposal is being led by Natural England and being developed in partnership with other 
organisations.  At this stage these include Forestry England, Forestry Commission, Shropshire 
County Council, Shropshire Wildlife Trust, Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust, Middle Marches 
Community Land Trust, National Trust, Shropshire Hills National Landscape and Natural 
Resources Wales.  

How long will it take?

Natural England are working towards a date of 2025 to finalise what land is included, how it will 
be managed and complete the declaration process.

Find out more

To give us your thoughts and find out more, contact 
west.midlands.enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk  and keep an eye on Stiperstones Nature 
Reserve Facebook page.
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Red  Emma

Emma  Sproson  was  born  Emily  Lloyd  on  1 3  Apri l   1 867  in   West 
Bromwich,   Staffordshire.   She  was  one  of  seven  chi ldren  of  Ann,   née 
Johnson,   and  her  husband,   John,   a  bui lder  of  canal   boats;   he  was  a 
heavy  drinker,   and  the  family  l ived  in   extreme  poverty.   In   the  mid­1 870s 
the  family  moved  to  Wolverhampton  and,   at  around  the  same  time,  
Emma  began  to  work  part­time,   running  errands  or  picking  coal   off  the 
local   tips  and  slag  heaps.

In   around  1 876,   at  the  age  of  nine,   she  left  home  and  went  into  domestic 
service,   although  she  was  able  to  attend  school   four  days  a  week.   When 
she  was  thirteen  she  obtained  a  position  working  in   a  shop,   although 
she  was  dismissed  after  accusing  the  owner's  brother  of  making  sexual  
advances  towards  her.   Unemployed,   she  moved  to  Lancashire  to  find 
work;   she  taught  at  a  Sunday  school   and  joined  a  church  debating  society.

Emma  returned  to  Wolverhampton  by  1 895  with   enough  money  to  set  up  a  business—most  l ikely  a  shop  in  
the  front  room  of  the  house  she  began  sharing  with   her  mother.     She  became  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Labour  Party    around  this  time  and,   in   August  1 896,   she  married  Frank  Sproson,   a  postman  and  the 
secretary  of  the  Wolverhampton  branch  of  the  ILP;   he  was  also  supportive  of  the  movement  for  women's 
suffrage.   The  couple  had  four  chi ldren,   although  only  three  survived:   Frank,   born  in   1 899;   Chloris,   born  in  
1 897;   and  George,   born  in   1 906.

In   October  1 906  Frank  Sproson  invited  Emmeline  Pankhurst  of  the  Women's  Social   and  Political   Union 
(WSPU)  to  speak  at  an  ILP  meeting.   Emma  acted  as  the  Chair  for  the  meeting  and  Pankhurst  stayed 
overnight  at  the  couple's  house.   Emma  joined  the  WSPU  shortly  afterwards,   and  began  a  letter­writing 
campaign  to  local   newspapers.

In   early­1 907  Emma  attended  suffrage  meetings  in   London  and,   on  1 3  February,   she  attended  a  WSPU 
meeting  at  Caxton  Hall ,   fol lowed  by  a  march  to  parl iament.   The  marchers  tried  to  force  their  way  into  the 
Palace  of  Westminster;   pol ice  intervened  and  Emma  and  others  were  arrested.   Given  a  choice  between  a 
fine  or  a  two­week  prison  sentence,   she  chose  incarceration.   The  fol lowing  month  she  was  arrested,   again  
on  a  march  from  Caxton  Hall   to  parl iament.   She  was  sent  to  Hol loway  Prison  for  a  month,   where  she  was 
visited  by  Christabel   Pankhurst,   the  co­founder  of  the  WSPU.

In   1 91 9  and  1 920  Emma  stood  in   local   elections  for  the  Labour  Party  in   the  Wolverhampton  Park  ward,   but 
was  unelected.   In   1 921   she  stood  in   the  Dunstal l   ward,   where  she  was  successful;   in   doing  so,   she  became 
Wolverhampton's  first  female  council lor.   To  mark  her  victory  she  waved  a  red  flag  from  the  balcony  of 
Wolverhampton  town  hal l ,   which  earned  her  the  nickname  "Red  Emma".   She  served  on  committees  dealing 
with   health—particularly  mental   health—and  housing  for  single  mothers.   In   late  1 922  she  exposed  financial  
corruption  at  the  local   fever  hospital,   although  the  subsequent  investigation  rejected  the  al legations;   she 
was  censured  by  the  Labour  Party  as  a  result.

Emma  successful ly  defended  herself  at  the  local   by­election  in   1 924,   but  left  the  Labour  Party  before  the 
next  election  in   1 927;   she  stood  as  an  independent  candidate  but  lost.   I t  marked  the  end  of  her  activity  in  
pol itical   l i fe. [
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Key Phone Numbers
Pont'ry & Worthen Med 01743 790325
Westbury Medical Centre 01743 884727
Bishop’s C'le Med Pract 01588 638285
Montgomery Med Pract 01686 668217
Royal Shrewsbury Hospit 01743261000
NHS Non­Emergency Helpline111
Samaritans Helpline 116 123
Shrop Customer Services 0345 6789000
Shrop Council Benefit 0345 6789002
Shrop Council Welfare 0345 6789078
Shrop C'cil Bereavement 0345 6783028
National Grid 800 6783105
Environment Agency 0800 807060
Severn Trent Water 0800 7834444
Shrop Highways 0345 6789006
Shrop Citizens Advice 0808 2787894
Shrop Rural Support 0300 1232825
RABC 0800 1884444
Farming Community Net 01788 510866
Universal Credit Helpline 0800 3285644
Child Benefit Helpline 0300 2003100
Pensions Helpline 0800 7310469
Business Support Help0300 4563565
Keep Shrop Warm 0800 1123743
Barnabas Money Advice 07507 663251
A4U 01743 539201
Age UK Shrop, 01743 233123
Just Credit Union ( 01743 252325
Christians Ag'st Poverty 01274 760720
Shrewsbury Samaritans 0330 0945717
Shrop Mind 01743 368647
Alzheimer’s Soc Shrop01952 250392
Shrop Dom'tic Abuse Ser 0300 3031191
Snailbeach Village Hall07815 733730
John's Shop 01743 790594

The  big  headline  this  month  is  Shropshire  Council ’s 
admission  that  i ts  financial   situation  is  dire  and  i t’s  going 
to  have  to  make  some  drastic  cuts  to  survive.

WHY.   Like  most  Councils  in   England,   Shropshire  has 
been  facing  a  growing  adult  social   care  bi l l   (i .e.   care  of 
our  elderly  and  chi ldren  with   special   needs).   Because  we 
are  a  retirement  area  and  the  general   population  of  the 
UK  is  ageing,   this  now  amounts  to  approximately  80%  of 
the  Council   budget.   This  has  been  compounded  by  a  long 
history  of  mismanagement  by  Council   administrations 
going  back  to  2011   at  least.   Repeated  cutbacks  in   the 
grant  Shropshire  receives  from  Central   Government  has 
made  the  situation  worse.

WHAT  NEXT.
i .       Shropshire  has  already  announced  that  i t  is  seeking 
300  voluntary  redundancies  from  everywhere  except 
schools. .   I   only  hope  that  these  are  careful ly  selected  and 
we  don’t  lose  key  staff  l ike  we  did  in   2008
ii .     They  are  reviewing  our  l ibraries  and  Leisure  Centres
i i i .     Shropshire  is  looking  to  remove  at  least  2  of  the 
recycl ing  centres  across  the  County  –  people  are 
concerned  that  the  Craven  Arms  site  wi l l   go.
iv.     They  are  looking  to  cut  money  from  adult  social   care,  
transport  for  chi ldren  with   educational   needs,   the 
highways  budget,   charging  for  green  bins  and  stopping 
food  col lection.

ROADS

What  I   was  appalled  to  learn  during  the  budgeting 
process  was  that  the  Administration’s  budget  for  2023­24 
included  a  cut  of  £803,592  in   the  roads  budget  this  year.

In   our  division  alone  we  have  five  landsl ips,   restricting 
traffic  on  two  major  roads  (A488  and  A490).   One 
celebrated  i ts  fourth   birthday  recently  and  sti l l   no 
timetable  for  i ts  repair.   In   addition  to  this  several   stretches 
of  road  are  almost  impassible  above  Binweston,   the  Little 
Weston  Road,   Lower  Lane  and  the  road  from  Brockton  to 
Rowley  to  name  but  a  few.

I f  you  have  a  problem  with   a  blocked  drain   etc  then  email  
me  at  Heather.kidd@ shropshire.gov.uk  AND  report  i t  on  
‘Fix  My  Street’   at  https://
improvingyourroads.shropshire.gov.uk/  The  more  of  us 
that  report  a  problem,   the  higher  the  priority  i t  wi l l   get.

Best Wishes    Heather  Kidd
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Anyone with any information as to whom carried out these crimes please contact 
West Mercia Police on 101 or Crimestoppers 0800 555111

Quad bike thefts 
Thefts of quads and other All-Terrain Vehicles from farms by criminal gangs 
continues to be of a regular occurrence in the county, in particular South 

Shropshire. On many occasions the quads have been left with keys in the ignition 
making it easier for the offenders to steal and potentially leaving the victim unable 

to claim on any insurance. 
Please take measures to make the vehicle as difficult as you can to steal.  
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Sunday April 7th: free scythe peening 
workshop at the Stiperstones NNR base 
10am to 1pm. No booking required. Come 
along and join your fellow Shropshire 
scythers to prepare your blades for the 
2024 season. Natural England Office, 
Pennerley, SY5 0NE. (GR SO357 985; 
What3Words: /// pegs.sulked.earplugs) 
Contact Simon Cooter 
simon.cooter@naturalengland.org.uk or 
stiperstones.events@naturalengland.org.
uk to be put on the mailing list.

Sunday May 19th: Annual General 
Meeting, to be held at the Bridges pub 
10.30 – 11.30 a.m. followed by picnic 
lunch at Barnes Farm and a walk around 
the farm. GR for Bridges SO 393 964, 
What3Words: ///warm.hourglass.dealings)

These events are in the areas of  the 
Camlad, Rea Valley and Upper Onny 
Wildlife
Groups and are open to anyone 
interested in plants, whether you are
a complete beginner, an experienced 
botanist or somewhere in between.
This year’s events are a combination 
of  species recording, survey
and informal ID sessions.
The events include several miles of  
walking, often over rough ground, so a
reasonable level of  fitness is needed.
Ancient Trees ­ Linley Old Moores 
Wood
Sunday 14th April 2pm ­ 4pm
A Spring walk to look at the ancient 
trees.
Meet at Lydham Village Hall, SY9 5HG
What3words:/// wired.receive.faded
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An easy and a 
tricky puzzle today.

Which  political   party  did  these 

post  war  Prime  ministers 

represent?

Arthur  James  Balfour  (1 902–05)

Henry  C'bell­Bannerman  (1 905–08)

H.H.   Asquith  (1 908–16)

David  Lloyd  George  (1 91 6–22)

Bonar  Law  (1 922–23)

Stanley  Baldwin  (1 923–24)

Ramsay  Macdonald  (1 924)

Stanley  Baldwin  (1 924–29)

Ramsay  Macdonald  (1 929–35)

Stanley  Baldwin  (1 935–37)

Neville  Chamberlain  (1 937–40)

Winston  Churchill   (1 940–45)

Clement  Attlee  (1 945–51 )

Winston  Churchill   (1 951 –55)

Anthony  Eden  (1 955–57)

Harold  Macmillan  (1 957–63)

Alec  Douglas­Home  (1 963–64)

Harold  Wilson  (1 964–70)

Edward  Heath  (1 970–74)

Harold  Wilson  (1 974–76)

James  Callaghan  (1 976–79)

Margaret  Thatcher  (1 979–90)

John  Major  (1 990–97)

Tony  Blair  (1 997–2007)

Gordon  Brown  (2007–1 0)

David  Cameron  (201 0–16)

Theresa  May  (2016–19)

Boris  Johnson  (2019–22)

Liz  Truss  (2022)

Rishi   Sunak  (2022–  )
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Read Easy Shropshire Hills celebrates 5­year milestone helping adults learn to read

Just imagine how your life would be if you couldn’t read letters, follow 
medicine instructions, or read a new recipe? Yet, for many people, who 
missed the opportunity of learning how to read at school, this is the reality 
they face every day.

Free, confidential, one­to­one help 

Read Easy Shropshire Hills, a local volunteer organisation, has been 
helping adults who struggle with reading for the last five years. During this 
period over 35 adults have taken the brave decision to come forward and 
join their confidential, one­to­one coaching programme.

They are paired with a trained reading coach and work together through 
reading manuals, in private, at a time to suit them both. It’s as easy as that 
and its free!

What’s important is that everyone can learn at their own pace without feeling rushed. There’s no pressure, or 
targets, or exams to worry about and no reminders of what it was like at school.

Read Easy now offers coaching beyond the Shropshire Hills area to cover Shrewsbury and its surroundings, 
North Herefordshire and East Powys. They also offer coaching online which means that the service is accessible 
during the day and outside working hours. 

Anthony learns to read at 60

Anthony found learning to read hard when he was young and moving from school to school didn't help. He fell 
behind his classmates and in later life came to rely completely on his wife, hiding his struggles with reading from 
the world. He didn’t need to know how to read as she took care of everything.

His world fell apart when his wife died suddenly. Anthony had lost his life partner and the one person who could 
deal with everything which had to be read. He opened up to friend who encouraged him to get in touch with Read 
Easy.  

Anthony says his confidence has grown so much since he started learning to read. He is getting his life and his 
bills under control. He now reads a newspaper and books and does things he would never have even considered 
doing in the past.  He even has the confidence to go on walking holidays in Anglesey with plans to venture further 
afield.

How to get in touch

Learning to read as an adult is life changing. If you know someone who would like to learn to read, contact Bob 
Tweddle (Shrewsbury area) on 07597 350439 or by email at shcoordinator3@readeasy.org.uk . For south 
Shropshire contact Steve Gibbon on 07707 762653 or shcoordinator2@readeasy.org.uk

Advertisers
There is still some space for adverts in the SDN
Rates arePer annum.
Tenth page – £25
One fifths page – £35
Two fifths page – £70
Full page – £130
Please contact the editor at
sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.ukTel: 01743 791999
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RESULTS 
FC Nations 3-8 
Snailbeach White Stars
Goalscorers:
Adam Davies x 3 
Cody Rimmer x 2
Kieran Mulloch
Seth Ellis
Harry Harding 

Red Barn 3-2 Snailbeach 
Goalscorers:
Ethan Kinsey
Josh Lenc
MOTM:
Jack Perry

Christian Aid Week 2024
As my contribution to Holy Trinity Minsterley’s efforts to raise 
funds for Christian Aid this year, I did a sponsored sea­bathe 
in Folkestone harbour on Tuesday February 20.  I bought, 
not an ice cream, but a large whisky when I emerged from 
the sea.  Some no doubt want to help, but didn’t join me for 
fear of heat exhaustion, or because you didn’t know about it.  
I know that several of you have generously supported me, 
and I sincerely thank you.  I think that, because I decided to 
do this on the spur of the moment, my advance publicity was 
inadequate and there must be many who are unaware of this 
fund­raising effort.   I should be very grateful for your 
retrospective sponsorship.  I shall carry a sponsorship form 
with me when practicable.  As an alternative, I have set up a 
Justgiving page.  The link is
 www.justgiving.com/page/robert­currie­
1706221711874.

Robert Currie
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Answers to quiz
Arthur James Balfour Tory
Henry C-Bannerman Liberal
H.H. Asquith Liberal
David Lloyd George Liberal
Bonar Law Tory
Stanley Baldwin Tory
Ramsay Macdonald Labour
Stanley Baldwin Tory
Ramsay Macdonald Labour
Stanley Baldwin Tory
Neville Chamberlain Tory
Winston Churchill Tory
Clement Attlee Labour
Winston Churchill Tory
Anthony Eden Tory
Harold Macmillan Tory
Alec Douglas-Home Tory
Harold Wilson Labour
Edward Heath Tory
Harold Wilson Labour
James Callaghan Labour
Margaret Thatcher Tory
John Major Tory
Tony Blair Labour
Gordon Brown Labour
David Cameron Tory
Theresa May Tory
Boris Johnson Tory
Liz Truss Tory
Rishi Sunak Tory

In the course of my life I have 
developed five little 
democratic questions. If one 
meets a powerful person--
Adolf Hitler, Joe Stalin or Bill 
Gates--ask them five 
questions: “What power have 
you got? Where did you get it 
from? In whose interests do 
you exercise it? To whom are 
you accountable? And how 
can we get rid of you?” If you 
cannot get rid of the people 
who govern you, you do not 
live in a democratic system.

Tony Benn
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552/553 Bishops Castle Stiperstones Shrewsbury
Monday - Friday
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Saturday
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