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This is our 400th edition - The SDN was started in June 1987 by Jack
Foley and has been in print ever since. | would like to thank previous
editors, Jack, Joanne, Jude, David, and Patrick, all our contributers,
advertisers and of course our readers for making our newsletter what it is
today.

As a community we are great fund raisers and project initiators and |
hope the SDN has helped to support these exploits through those 394
editions. Many more thank yous in this month's issue

Stiperstones Carol Singers

| would like to extend a massive
thank-you to the residents of the
Stiperstones for their generous
donations during our carol
singing evening. We raised
approximately £220 on the night
and additional donations raised
the total to £285.00, for The
Lingen Davies Cancer Appeal.
Special thanks to Malcolm &
Lorna, Helen & Tom, Mary &
Barry and John & Elspeth for
their kind hospitality which was
very greatly received.

We all had a lovely night, the
weather was kind to us for a
change, hopefully we will see
you all next year to do it all
again. Wendy Whitelaw and
carol singers.

Dawdle or Dash

Thanks to all who helped, supported or competed. Congratulations to winners Matt
Holmes, Sarah Willholt, Amelia Williams and Rob Evason. Cheques totalling over
£1200 have been sent to Lingen Davies, the Severn Hospice and Natural England -
without the great efforts of Simon Cooters team and Phil Lewis with other residents of
Perkins Beach Dingle the event could not have taken place following the damage from
storm Ciaran.
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¢ The village sadly lost an
i old friend over the
i Christmas period.

Ann Stopforth moved to the
Stiperstones with her husband where
they built a bungalow with the help of
the local schoolchildren which Jim
taught. Ann was instrumental in
forming the Snailbeach brass band in
which she played the Euphonium. The
band is still going strong today.

Ann worked in John’s shop to discover
she and he had attended the same
primary school. After Ann moved
away she kept in touch with friends
June, Joan, Mary, Liz and Kath most of
whom had worked in the shop or pub
next door. She had recently met up
with many of them at her 80th birthday

party.

Ann’s life was celebrated by her
grandchildren George, Tom and Molly
along side a full church of friends at St
Michael’s, Smethcote on January 13th.

From the Editor

Happy New Year everyone.

| had little choice over a theme this
month, the rain seemed to arrive
unabated all over Christmas. Except
fortunately for our Boxing Day Race
which took place beneath blue skies
which had been a dark grey the day
before and the day after.

We escaped the worst of the storms,
with just a gap in the car park fence
to complain of.

Residents of Tankerville, Perkins
Beach and Crows Nest all had storm
Ciaran to thank for an unwanted
heap of stones and gravel on their
doorsteps.

As a community we are good doers
as the many messages of thanks this
month will attest to. What we do not
do so well is attend meetings.

This month we have notice of several
important meetings concerning our
environment and our church.
Residents are being asked to share
their views on plans for a so-called
super nature reserve on the England-
Wales border.

Proposals are being floated to extend
the existing Stiperstones National
Nature Reserve in Shropshire by up
to 5,000 hectares (20 sg miles).

The reserve is made up of a wild
landscape of uplands, lowlands and
woodland that attracts birds and rare
wildlife.

Natural England wants to incorporate
surrounding land and make the area
bigger.

The body has asked people living
nearby to share their thoughts on
the idea.

A public drop-in session will take
place between 18:00 and 21:00 GMT
on Wednesday 7 February at the
village hall in Snailbeach.

Please look at the many posters
concerning meetings and events in
this week's SDN.
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Thark

Cyal( - one form or another.
p— Some of the highlights this year
T have been:

From Simon at Natural England
Thanks to everyone who has
volunteered, been involved or
taken an interest in the site in

Running the hay meadow
festival for the 4th time, despite

St Luke's Church extends gV&lt@FM{ Getting funding and sinking a
thanks to all who attended the
Christmas Craft Fair. A total of £250 kick start future grazing plans.
was raised thanks to I/\6(]06V'S and FVl'el/\dS The first small pearl bordered
who donated items so gemerous(g. GOOd fritillary and yellow mountain

wishes FO.V"2-02-4 and IO@V\CI'{ Saturdag. pansy found at Bog Marsh.

6th APV'II lV\?O your diar FOV' our SPV'IV\g Starting planting oak trees from
COFF@@ morning at the Vi (age Hall. acorns collected at Downton
Joan Evans Gorge.

the awful weather.

borehole at Blakemoorgate to

The Stepping Stones project

(We would like to say a massive thank you for all your ||receiving Natural England

support and our team of helpers at our Bingo funding for species recovery
Evenings, Christmas Coffee Morning and Wednesday || work.

cake sales. We raised a total of £2189.34 in aid of Increasing the staff numbers at
Hospice at Home which is a charity very close to us the reserve.

as a family. Initiating talks with

I would also like to thank a number of businesses/ neighbouring landowners about
people who supported us by kindly donating raffle a ‘Super’ NNR.

prizes. The Stiperstones summit

Stiperstones Inn, Pontesbury Tractors Itd, Little Efes || attended by many NE

Hair by Jen, Double Vision Bakes, The Flower Shop specialists.

Lauren Binns, Julie Burgwin, We are really
overwhelmed with quadrats by the Long Term

In aid of
Hospice at Home

FRIDAY 22 MARCH 2024
Doors Open from 7.00pm
(Eyes Down 7.30pm)
Hope Village Hall
Bingo Books

£10 for 6 or £5 for 3
To include a strip of raffle tickets

Donations of Raffle Prizes would be greatly appreciated.

Please contact Clare (790419) or Deborah (891414)

[ Refreshments will be available on the night

J
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this amount and Monitoring team.
the Hospice at The reopening of the
Home team were Blakemoorgate cottages to the

also really grateful. || public.
Janet, Debbie &
Clare

—_————————

The vegetation survey of 50

The Lingen Davies Cancer Fund collect old coins
and notes of any currency to raise money to help
support local patients. If you have any lurking in
the back of your drawers/cupboards and no longer
need them and would like to donate them, you
can contact me and | will collect them and get
them delivered. Otherwise they can be dropped off
at the Lingen Davies office at RSH.

Thanking you Wendy Whitelaw




If you or a loved one has dementia it is essential to keep active in one form or another. This is good
for general well-being and, overall, to stay healthy. With the difficulties of just getting through the
day finding and organising time for physical and mental stimulation can be a problem. Age UK
STW offer activities, conversation, refreshments and advice in sessions at Pontesbury, (every 2
weeks) and Bishop’s Castle, (once a month). Contact Emma Wilde on 01743 233123 and/or see the
website.

In addition you may be interested in an ‘Art Therapy Workshop’ with artist Gemma Moore, one of
the interesting events during the Bishop’s Castle Arts Festival week. “Join Gemma to take part in a
fun art workshop for those living with dementia and their carers. The workshop will include
drawing and painting”. Cost is £5 per couple to include resources and refreshments. Booking is via
Bishop’s Castle Town Hall or online at http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/BCTH and takes place on
Saturday 17" February 2pm-4pm. No experience necessary!

Shropshire

1NN ELRNE K i

The Bog SY5 ON]J

Nipstone Campsite ' 5 Harry Coyle

Tel: 01743 792073 Landscaping
Email: timrm@mail.com Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,
Small friendly site for tents, 3
located 200m off the Shropshire Way Slabs & Fencing

Campifires are allowed butt please bring your own wood. ;
There are ng bins on site. Please take all your own rubbish home. heoyle@live.co.uk

N —— . Mob1. 0748 4 205 925
Beaviitilocaton wifwondertul views. Mob2. 07866 007 428

Investment Planning

Retirement Planning

Inheritance Tax

Planning It’s important you make

Intergenerational = the right decisions.
Planning ..

| Mortgages

6‘

With over 30 years experience, we offer friendly
professional advice on a wide range of financial
services.

Lewis Wealth Management Limited,
St.James's House, Anchorage Avenue,
Shrewsbury SY2 6FG

Office: 01743 444 700

Mobile: 07967 430 392

Iewis Wealth Email:  Neil.Lewis@sjpp.co.uk

Web:  lewisweatthmanagement.co.uk
man agel ne nt Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep

up repayments on your mortgage. _

Lewis Wealth Management Ltd is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James's pannertacties
Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct t
Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products 3 =
and services, more details of which are set out on the Group's website wwwisjp.co.uk/products. ]ames S
The St. James's Place Partnership and the titles 'Partner' and 'Partner Practice’ are marketing terms P
used to describe St. James's Place representatives. ace
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Letter from Westminster — February 2024

Last month, in common with many parts of the country, rivers and waterways in South @ HOUSE OF
Shropshire including the Severn, Teme, Corve and Worfe broke their banks in places. COMMONS
For some poor households affected by the rising flood waters, this was the second time

in 12 months they had flooded, including some of those | visited in the immediate

aftermath of Storm Henk.

2023 was not only the warmest year on record globally, but here in the UK we also saw higher levels of rainfall, more
persistently from September to December. This followed a year of unusual drought conditions in 2022.

This goes to show climate change is impacting us here in South Shropshire, and highlights the importance of
managing water resources and treatment, to ensure safe drinking supply, stewardship of our waterways, as well as
ensuring we have good treatment to reduce risks from our sewage systems being overwhelmed, as they have been.
Managing our water systems is a topic on which | have focussed during my time in Parliament since the last General
Election and as Chairman of the Environmental Audit Committee. Last month | hosted an event in Parliament for the
Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management, which was launching its new independent review “A
Fresh Water Future”, with recommendations for the next government, of whatever complexion, to maintain
improvement of water infrastructure and regulation high up the agenda.

| have also been supporting my neighbouring MPs in our River Severn Caucus to seek government support for a
holistic catchment wide response to manage flooding of the River Severn valley, to manage excessive rain levels
from the Welsh hills through to the Severn Estuary. This is an ambitious £500m set of measures, which would help
communities across Shropshire by reducing the flow of water, and the risk of localised flooding.

| am also pleased to be able to report by the end of December the government was able to announce that all
Combined Sewer Overflows and treatment works were now fitted with event duration monitors (only 7% had them
installed in 2010 - now 100%) so that comprehensive data will now be available to water companies, their regulators,
and the public when sewage spills occur. This was something | was determined to push through in my Private
Members Bill on sewage pollution, which the government then picked up in the Environment Act 2021. While |
warmly welcome this progress, the key is to upgrade our water infrastructure to prevent sewage spills damaging
aquatic life in our waterways in the first place.

To that end, the Government has a 25-year Plan for Water, under which water companies are together developing
plans which amount to £96bn of investment over the next 5 years, once approved by Ofwat. Severn Trent is at the
forefront, having pledged a record £12.9bn investment, with improvement of at least 562 storm overflows, as they try
to meet the Government's target five years early.

Looking around at the impact of Storm Henk last month, it was clear the impact would not only be for households
and business, but also for farmers whose fields had been submerged, with grants up to £25,000 to farmers whose
land had flooded and damaged crops. There has also been recent progress in bringing water management more
holistically into the wider DEFRA support mechanisms for agriculture, with the latest iteration of the Sustainable
Farming Incentive published in January including 15 new measures to help farmers manage water flows and reduce
the impact of farming practices on water courses and nature.

There is also further government support available for homes and businesses, provided certain thresholds are met. |
raised Shropshire’s case with the Flooding Minister in the House of Commons last month, to seek to ensure the
Flood Recovery Framework scheme is activated in Shropshire. In order to do so, it is vital that for any floods in in
South Shropshire every homeowner affected informs Shropshire Council if their home or business has been
flooded.

Flooding is a terrible experience for anyone who has to live through it, and it is right that we do what we can to
mitigate the impacts and adapt to reduce the risk for those communities where it is becoming increasingly likely as
climate change becomes a reality.

Philip Dunne MP
feb 2024 5



ENTERPRISE HOUSE, BISHOP'S CASTLE chire Mobil ity

YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS & COMMUNITY SUPPORT CENTRE

PRINTING & COPYING COMPUTER, IT & MOBILE PHONE
Fliers, Booklets, Photos & Cards Customised Help & Support
POSTER & LEAFLET DESIGN TR NN ST DVIGE vehicle adaptation specialists
One to One Personalised Guidance
SCANNING & DIGITALDOWNLOADS ~ LAPTOP HIRE & VIDEO CONFERENCING hand con trOIs
left foot accelerators
INVITATIONS & ORDERS OF SERVICE CO-WORKING DESKS & OFFICE HIRE "
car boot hoists
ENTERPRISE INITIATIVE MEETING SPACES FOR HIRE =
Business & Community Group Support Large or Small Groups person holsts
WEBSITE DESIGN & HOSTING SERVICED OFFICES FOR RENT SWIVGI Seats
COMMUNITY INFORMATION VILLAGE OUTREACH secondary control
Advice, Support & Signposting Event Equipment Hire & PAT Testing

systems ...and more!

New Opening Times

i ] ial E W2 o
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday AN
9am - 5pm 7/\\\ Motablllt

/01588 638 038 (M info@enterprisehouse.org.uk
@ www.enterprisehouse.org.uk Offering a bespoke service'to both

Motability and private . customers

Tel: 01743 790 879

info@allshropshiremobility.co:uk

Enterprise South West Shropshire

2 Enterprise House, Station Street, Bishop's Castle, SYS 5AQ _ -

—
E_r Whatever you need we are here to help

DiagnOStiCS Established. 1919
Repairs - Tyres

Air Conditioning
Pontesbury SY5 OR]

Servicing & MOTs PLOUGH GARAGE

e 01743 790270 |
&"5\@- &— ploughgarage.co.uk

w. m Village Qutreach
7 D e

* * 7 N
atiting.an €y ent post-covid®

NEED TO HIRE A MARQUEE,
GAZEBOS?
TABLES, CHAIRS, STAGING,
PA SYSTEMS, LIGHTS
we can help

CALL 01588 630097

villageoutreach@bishopscastle.co.uk

Equipment Hire

www.enterprisehouse.org.uk/outreach
villageoutreachBC
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NATURAL ENGLAND

Notes from the hill

The hill is still very wet after such a wet run up to Christmas, however the damage to the tracks in
Perkins Beach caused by storm Babet have now been repaired and are open again. If visiting the
reserve over the Christmas break listen out for red grouse, as they start to become more vocal as
the days lengthen.

The Stepping Stones project have been working on restoring habitat connections across the area for
nine years now. During that time, it has worked with farmers to create whole farm plans that look at
the farm business whilst also looking at the potential for conservation improvements. It has helped
community wildlife groups in the area develop and has led a host of volunteers in a range of
conservation projects. For me, one of the best outcomes from the project has been seeing
community volunteers and farmers coming together through tree and hedge planting days.

The project focuses on five key habitats: heath and acid grassland, where the Stiperstones and
Long Mynd have the largest areas; native woodlands including upland oak woodlands; ffridd, which
is the scrubby wooded hillsides which are generally an undervalued wildlife rich habitat; wildlife
friendly wetlands such as marshy areas, wet woodland, streams and rivers; grasslands, after we
have lost so many of these flower rich sites.

To promote the restoration and best management of these five habitats the project has listed a
number of important species as flagships for each of them and to start with it has chosen 12 species
and produced conservation action plans for each of them:

. Dipper

. Willow tit

. Snipe
Tree pipit

Small pearl-bordered fritillary
Bilberry bumblebee

Upland dragonflies
Dormouse

Otter

Cowberry

Devil’s bit scabious

. Yellow mountain pansy

Each species has a species champion
who will help push forward some of A
the actions identified in the plans.

On Friday the 23rd of February at Norbury Village Hall, there will be a conference where you can
meet the species champions, hear about these exciting creatures, and find out what you could do to
help, not only with the conservation of these species but the habitats that they represent.

Details on how to book will soon be available, so look out for posters or check out the National Trust
Stepping Stones webpage

Simon Cooter and the Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak

ENGLAND

feb 2024 4
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A FRIENDLY
STERVICE

FROM

HaR BY JEN

3 STATION ROAD
MINSTERLEY
TuesbpAYy 9 10 3

WEDNESDAY 9 1O 7

THURSDAY 9 TO 9

JENNY & STACEY

FrRIDAY 9 TO 5

SATURDAY BY ARRANGEMENT
Who welcome

customers TELEPHONE
old and new 01743 792548
FOR AN APPOINTMENT
T P Hockly

RESPONSIBLE DISPOSAL AND

Building Contractor REMOVAL OF UNWANTED BEE AND

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions
Brickwork and Plastering
Driveways, General Building Work
& Building Maintenance
call Tim on 01743 791114
Mobile 07814 498 524

WASP NESTS 9
!2 Reasonable Rates %

Call Tim Hockly 07814 498524

_ NEIL JONES

Tyres, Exhausts,
Bodywork
Servicing and Pre
MOTs etc.

At Green Farm
Stiperstones, SY5 OLZ
Telephone 01743 791 783
Mobile 07810 232 309

B o e e S S S R e S S S S S S

IMETRHL
RECYCLING

s =n s o Ee e o o o

RECYCLE YOUR OLD SCRAP METAL

WASHING MACHINES, COOKERS, CARS, VANS, CAST,
BRASS, COPPER, LERD, BATTERIES, CABLE, FARM
SCRAP, OLD CENTRAL HERTING SYSTEMS, ETC.

NO LOAD TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL
FREE COLLECTION!

CALL - 07988 050 276
OR - 01743 781 493
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WELCOME TO STIPERSTONES
CHURCHES
The churches are Holy Trinity
Minsterley, Holy Trinity Hope, All Saints'
Shelve and St Mary's Habberley with a
festival church at St Luke's Snailbeach.

Stiperstones Churches Lent
Lunches

The lunches for all the churches in
the Stiperstones family are being held on
Thursdays during Lent from 12noon - 1pm
in Hope Village Hall. These dates are 22~
and 29+ February and 7+, 14+ and 21«
March.

Rev Fran Brealey
07982324760,
revfran@btinternet.com

“A Retreat in Daily Life”

A week to walk more closely
with
God through accompanied
prayer

25+ February - 2~ March 2024

The week starts with a 90-minute
introduction at 4pm Sunday 25th February
at St George’s Church Pontesbury. You
commit to praying for 30 minutes each day
and then meeting with a prayer companion
for up to 30 minutes for five days, Monday
26th February to Friday 1st March. It
finishes with a breakfast feedback on
Saturday 2nd March at 9am at St Georges
Church. There is a charge of £25 to pay for
the expenses of the guides, but a grant is
available if you cannot afford this.

For more information or if you'd like to
talk it over please speak to Mary Worrall or
me.

Greg Smith
This page is condensed from The Minsterley
Parish Magazine.

To subscribe please contact the editor:
David Young on 01743 537081, or email
MinsterleyParishMagazine@gmail.com.

feb 2024

Stiperstones' Group of Churches

MINSTERLEY EISTEDDFOD y
WRITING COMPETITIONS YOUTH
.. MBRGH 167H, 202 CAFE

activities | FREE WiFi
snacks | music

~ ORCALLO1743791045

Hillcrest Manor Nursing Home

warmly welcome you to join us for a
coffee morning

10.30am-12.30pm

Wednesday 28th February

We look forward to seeing you there!
Sally
Activities co-ordinator
Hillcrest Manor

ANNUAL
MEETING FOR
ST LUKE’S

ST LUKE'S IS A FESTIVAL CHURCH WHICH HOLDS SIX
SFRVICFS THROUGHOUT THF YFAR - THE ANNUAL
MEETING IS FOR ALL RESIDENTS AND FRIENDS OF

ST LUKE'S TO DISCUSS HOW THEY WOULD LIKE THE

CHURCH'S ACTIVITIES TO CONTINUE IN 2024

22 FEBRUARY 2024 AT 730PM
SNAILBEACH VILLAGE HALL




PHIL GRIFFITHS <] STRENGTH &

Local Plumber = STABILITY CLASS
. FOR AGES 60+
Tap Replacement and Plumbing

Repairs Undertaken Wendgy s2pm—4.30pm
at The Pavilion Community Hub,

New Taps Supplied and Fitted Pontesbury
Home Choose Service

Tuesday 9.30am—10.30am
Established 35 years at Minsterley Parish Hall

Prompt and Professional Booking is essential.
Pontesbury based Contact Dan Lewis on 07904 338 791

ﬁ Tel 01743 790046
» Mobile 07970 010148

J
1.

by Avril For all your domestic electrical
at Serenity

7ttt’'s Business Centre
Pontesbury Contact Paul Jones

Mon Tues Weds Sat Tel: 07976 909 434
Tel 01743 211159

mobile service available Email: vaones40@gmaI|.Com
Thursday only “No job too small’

Free estimates

% and Nails VPl Electrics & Property Services

2 ‘Qg@

installation and property maintenance

Computer Problems?

Friendly local IT support for home and
E . small businesses: South Shropshire area
We can resolve most issues quickly
and conveniently at your location.

“_/

Hardware & Software support Setting up a PC out of the box can be challenging,

Troubleshooting, repairs & upgrades often ends up in _ci‘_%nfu5|on fresultlng |(§1 a macrillne t at

. , is a pain to use. The manufacturers don't make it any
Custom setup of : laptops, PC's &.Table'Fs easier, bombarding the user with multiple choices and
WIFI and cabled network configuration unnecessary software.

SiRatband amd [Mefetlssies By enabling easy access to the things that you like and

Malware and Virus removal frequently use and by placing the things that you don’t
Security software setup need or use out of the way, we can provide you with a

. system that is secure, simple to operate and
File rescue / data recovery customised to your specific needs.

Printer issues

Backup solutions = e . Conisck Rob
Mobile service to your door E @@\ @ Mobile:  07765-240718

Remote support Email: robwestonnet@aol.com

10 Feb 2024




Souteac CHRIS NAYLOR WRITES:-

- l-» "Humber, Thames. Southeast veering southwest 4 or 5,
it 25 Ay ¥ occasionally 6 later. Thundery showers. Moderate or good,
" < =.,_5 occasionally poor."
QRS onal roi
o L oI ':_“‘ "Tyne, Dogger. Northeast 3 or 4. Occasional rain. Moderate
= iy "gg or poor."
e e | "Rockall, Malin, Hebrides. Southwest gale 8 to storm 10,
And now the ) )
Shipping veering west, severe gale 9 to violent storm 11. Rain, then
Forecast

squally showers. Poor, becoming moderate."

A few weeks ago, as we were coming to the end of another period of heavy rain and
hideous flooding, which sometimes seems continuous and my heart goes out to all those
affected by it, | reflectively (but whimsically) posted on Facebook the idea that things were
getting so bad that we should really be included in the Shipping Forecast. It was an idea that
quickly gained the attention of Facebook users across South Shropshire, as we collectively

sought a suitably memorable name to rival the likes of “Fair Isle”, “Faeroes” and “Trafalgar”.

The Shipping Forecast is broadcast four times a day on Radio 4 and has an iconic place in

British culture.

The Forecast was established by Vice-Admiral Robert FitzRoy, the first professional weather
forecaster. Fitzroy had been the captain of HMS Beagle which famously surveyed the coasts
and harbours of South America, as far South as Tierra Del Fuego and round into the Pacific
up to the Galapagos Islands. Aboard the Beagle was local boy Charles Darwin and the visit
to the Galapagos islands was the defining point for the shaping of Darwin’s Theory of
Evolution driven by his encounter with a series of Finches that evolved differently on each

Island.

Fitzroy went on to create the Met Office after a disastrous storm in 1859, in which 133 ships

sank off the coasts of England and Wales, with more than 800 people losing their lives.

In response to this loss, FitzZRoy introduced a telegraph-based warning service for shipping in
February 1861. By 1911, the white heat of technology caught up with the Shipping Forecast

and the Met Office began issuing marine weather forecasts including gale and storm

feb 2024
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A
AN
ANNUAL
MEETING FOR

ST LUKE’S

ST LUKE’S IS A FESTIVAL CHURCH WHICH HOLDS SIX
SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR - THE ANNUAL
MEETING IS FOR ALL RESIDENTS AND FRIENDS OF

ST LUKE’S TO DISCUSS HOW THEY WOULD LIKE THE

CHURCH’S ACTIVITIES TO CONTINUE IN 2024

22 FEBRUARY 2024 AT 730PM

Please, please
If you are concerned
about the future of the
churches in our area,
or if you are new to the
village and would like
to know more about the
many opportunities for
worship available to
you
then you should attend
this very important

meeting.

SNAILBEACH VILLAGE HALL

/ Carolyn Bail

Alterations
Alterations, tailorin
bridal and eve

soft furnishi

curtains and cushi

01743 791972
07784 836599 /

r))zc@j émtory%

Yoga & Core Strength
~ Classes
Snailbeach : Pontesbury

Longden : Radbrook
vickywood72@gmail.com
https://vickythornton.co.uk/

Mark Owen

Design, build and installation
»Camping Pods @
Mobile Horse Shelters ="
Stables
All types of fencing, agricultural & domestic
»General Repairs to Outdoor Buildings
Repairs to storm damaged buildings
»Garden Sheds & Garages

07973 329944
€mail: info@coldhillshelters.co.uk
wwuw.coldhillshelters.co.uk
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warnings via radio for the first time. Whilst the service was discontinued during the World

Wars, it has remained a surprising staple of inland British Culture ever since.

The 21st century’s seafarers, even on the smallest fishing boats, can access a vast array of
precise meteorological data, thanks to satellite navigation and the internet. The Shipping
Forecast, by contrast, is only some 93% accurate but it remains a helpful tool as well as a

cultural nostalgia piece.

The lyrical, almost poetic nature of the forecast is a reflection of the pared down format of
the forecast, which is limited to 350 words. For thousands of listeners on sea and land, the
forecast is a soothing presence, and an evocative reminder that Britain is still an island
nation. The predictable and calm nature of the forecast’s delivery means that many use it to

lull them to sleep.
Forecast reader Zeb Soanes described the importance of the weather bulletin:

“To the non-nautical, it is a nightly litany of the sea. It reinforces a sense of being islanders
with a proud seafaring past. Whilst the listener is safely tucked-up in their bed, they can
imagine small fishing-boats bobbing about at Plymouth or 170ft waves crashing against

|II

Rockal

So, as we sit in our homes, cars or even boats on the Severn, what name would we choose
for the new South Shropshire shipping area. A name that reflects either the location or the

history of the area.

Suggestions included: The Shire, Shroppie, Salopia, South Splosh, Showershire, Slopper,
Soggy Bank, Lower Drown, Clunk, or my personal favourite given his relationship with

Fitzroy, Darwin.

Hopefully though, as more storms blow through the county, drains and gutters will be
cleaned, riverbanks repaired and if necessary, houses sandbagged, and we will never see a

trawler or containership in the county in the near future.
Keep dry!

Chris Naylor

Parliamentary Candidate for South Shropshire

Liberal Democrat Party
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Ruby Vehicle Services Ltd

Pennerley, Shropshire

Flexible, reliable services to keep you motoring

e HGV and light commercial repair and
maintenance

Service and inspection

Major repairs and restoration projects
Roadside assistance and recovery
On-site service available

Vehicle transportation

Technician hire

MOT preparation and presentation

info@rubyvehicleservicesltd.com
www.rubyvehicleservicesltd.com

07960 960730

fsb®
MEMBER 07940 577685
01743 792292

Dave Ashworth
@1l Heating Engineer

Service - Breakdown -

Mobile : 07920 194107 Home : 01743 791202

“Pontesbury
GARAGE Services Ltd

COMPLETE SERVICE AND REFAIR CENTRE

€3 All vehicle repairs
{3 Servicing - all makes and models
¢ Tyres- Clutches - Cam Belts

info@pontesburygarageservices.co.uk -

{3 Brakes - Suspension
& MOT testing station

Unit 12 - Malehurst Industrial Estate
Minsterley - Shropshire - SY5 0EQ

FAST - FRIENDLY - RELIABLE

Tel: 01743 296162

‘The Flower Shop
3 Station Road,
Minsterley
Tel 01743 791860
Fresh Flowers

Plants, Greetings Cards -

Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons
and Much More
Email theflowershop@aol.com

John Powell’s
Home Improvements

For any Plastering, Tiling, Plumbing
and General Maintenance.

Can also fit kitchens and bathrooms.
Fully Insured.

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO
SMALL

Call John on

Home : 01743 791627
Mobile : 07838015005

J. Lewis
& Sons

Coal Merchants
Haulage Contractors
Hardcore, Sand & Gravels

Tel: 01743 791366

jlewisandsons@outlook.com
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presents:

A FLIGHT IN
THE SNOW

Wednesday 2pm

Minsterley Parish Hall
A488, Minsterley, SY5 OEH

Refreshments available
Free entrance

¥ OPEN MEETING

Photographer Ric Morris, learn,
Feather & Hay Photography, Ilc\tllégh
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u 3 q Pontesbury

& Rea Valley
Pontesbury & Rea Valley u3a
invites members and non-
members to come along to
our next Open Meeting, for
an entertaining presentation
by Ric Morris, who joins us
once again to present his
most up to date pictures of
snowy Shropshire - taken
from a hot air balloon.

1'IVIO]

r
g

Many of you will have
enjoyed his presentations
before (2022 and 2021) and
to experience more beauty
of Shropshire from the skies
then make sure you 'save the
date'.

IA

,
d

Refreshments will be served
afterwards for the chance
to catch up.

u3asites.org.uk/pontesbury-
reavalley

SN

PONTESBURY & DISTRICT GARDENERS’
ASSOCIATION

'?/7-7-
ENBY marTin JONES

I"JAN-3FEB

m PLus 2.30pm SAT maTINEE
T/CKE

FRo4, S ON SALE IN JANUARY
I9netts Shop o743 790228

ADby)
\ £Ts 28 YR Il & UONDER": 195

B 1epur m @ 931504

Sabrina Mobile Library

Tankerville Pottery 3.15pm

The van comes to our area on Shelve Lower Farm 3.45pm

alternate Wednesdays

Hope Village Hall 1.00pm I\ IShropShlre
Libraries

Snailbeach Hall 2.00pm e

Stiperstones Inn  2.30pm

feb 2024

The Trading Post re-opens on Saturday 3 February. We
are situated in the Old Station Buildings on Station Road
and are open every Saturday from 9.30 to 12 noon, from
now until the end of October.

We have a good stock of seed potatoes as well as pea,
bean and beetroot seeds, onion and shallot sets, plus
plenty of all the other materials that you will need to get
sowing and growing. The bulk delivery of multi-purpose
potting compost has arrived and the usual offer of a
reduced price for a multiple purchase is in place; we also
have peat-free multi-purpose compost but this isn’t on
special offer due to the ongoing difficulty in obtaining
sufficient supplies. The government ban on the sale of
peat takes place at the end of 2024 so this year could be
your opportunity to compare composts with and without
peat.

As usual there will be people on hand to help carry the
heavy stuff to your car.

Some dates for your diary:

5 March:

Annual General Meeting,

7.30 pm in the Public Hall

16 May:

Spring into the Garden,

7.30 pm in the Public Hall

19 May:

Pontesbury Garden Trail

24 August:

Annual Show, 2.30 pm in the Public Hall
26 October

:Last Trading Post open day for 2024.

A reminder: subscriptions for 2024 are now due:
they are still £2 for the year, or £1 if you are retired.
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Hokkaido 2023

The raw white fish glared at me so balefully from the
plate that | wondered which of us would manage to
eat the other. Eventually | accepted a draw, ate his
companions and left him on the plate. This was my
only attempt to eat sushi, and it took place at a posh
Japanese restaurant in Sapporo, the main city of

Hokkaido, which is the northernmost island of Japan, where | have spent three delightful
weeks following an itinerary impeccably organised by Far Frontiers. Other ventures into
Japanese cuisine were more enjoyable. At a stall by Lake Toya, | persuaded Masako my
guide to try a soft ice cream. This was, unusually, black, being flavoured with squid ink.
She retaliated by presenting me with octopus
dumplings, made with rice flour rather than suet, and

rice balls, flavoured with salmon and wrapped in
edible seaweed. The night after the sushi | did my bit
for the Japanese ecology by eating venison. My
lguide had told me this was encouraged, as the deer
population was getting out of control.

| spent the first morning in Tokyo, watching a sumo training session. One giant practised
pushing another giant out of a ring. The bouts, which | watched on TV that evening, are
ferocious, the grips being best left to the imagination. The afternoon’s tour of Tokyo
featured Meishi Park, a tranquil woodland in the heat and bustle of Tokyo, dedicated to
the Emperor Meishi (1868-1912) and his Empress Masako. Hiromi the guide told me
they had transformed Japan from a feudal society to an industrial democracy. A later
guide pointed out that the transformation included the development of modern arms, and
suggested a direct line from it to Japan’s disastrous role in World War 2. By coincidence
| was reading a biography of Lord Palmerston, who in 1863 bombarded Kagoshima and
forced an apology and reparations from Japan following an incident. | wondered whether
the rearmament might been in part a reaction to this humiliation.

Hokkaido is about the size of Wales, sparsely populated and lovely; pretty in places,
awesomely grand in others. One day | spent peacefully cruising Lake Toya; another
walking around a lake in Unema Park, looking at verdant islands and spotting the
occasional heron. By contrast, we walked up to the crater of the volcano Mount Ouso
and saw the steam rising. Masako told me that it erupted on average every 25 years. |
incautiously asked her when it had last erupted. “25 years ago” she replied.
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The highlight, for me, was the cruise along the side of
the Shiretoku Peninsula. The planned cruise was
cancelled because of high winds. Sachiko the guide
arranged with another company to cruise the more
sheltered water on the west side. The bears on the
shore were too distant to be worth photographing, bu
the grandeur of the cliffs, tortured into fantastic
shapes by wind and sea, would alone have made the

trip worth while. The following day we walked on the Noshuy Peninsula, a flat, desolate
spit pointing into the Okhotsk Sea. From there | could see Kanashir, an island controlled
by Russia though claimed by Japan. Tommy, the driver, whose hobby is
mountaineering, wanted the Russians gone so that he could climb two mountains on
Kanashir.

N i _
* | spent the last three nights at a Ryokan Inn, a

traditional Japanese inn where | slept on
mattresses on the floor, and ate meals prepared
in my room by the maid. The first evening
featured a tea ceremony, an elaborate but friendly
ritual that included much bowing and smiling. Its
/ original purpose, | believe, was to emphasise
equality between host and guests, and among the guests, at a time when Japanese
society was oppressively hierarchical. The tour of Kyoto included colourful, ornate
Buddhist temples and more modest, naturalistic Shinto shrines. | understand from
Meiko the guide that the contrast in appearance reflects the different values of the two
philosophies.

Hokkaido is a wonderful place, a land of contrasts, not only between city and country,
but also between rural prettiness and the bleak austerity of volcanoes and coastline.
What made it a glorious holiday destination was the guides, whose expertise and
helpfulness made me feel | was with friends, and the people on whom | practised my
comically inept Japanese. “Yubin kitte wo kaitain desu ga” (I should like to buy a
postage stamp) secured enough stamps to post a card to England and have it safely
and promptly delivered.

Robert Currie



Simplifying Computers (jv ==

o S ro ﬁ and Technology v‘*) Windows 10
s Tecn.

Uy o, hno\°& across Shropshire AMDZ1 (lntel
ec

® Computer Repairs & Upgrades *® No fix, no fee * Cloud Storage * Data Recovery
* Internet / WiFi problems fixed * Backup Service — 3 copies of your data is crucial
® Business Support * Website and Email Hosting *® Local Office in Pontesbury
® Smart Phones, Smart Speakers, Tablets, Laptops, Desktops, TVs, Security Cameras
* We sell 3 grades of Electronics — “New”, “Open Box” or “2" User”, min 1yr warranty

®* Optional installation * Check our website for stock *® One to one & group Tuition
® 01743 790948 i 07971 480036 greg@shroptech.com

Shropshire Technology Ltd. is registered with the ICO for GDPR - your data is safe with us

e Electrical Installation

Registered e Fault Finding & Repairs
Competent * Consumer Unit Changes/Upgrades

Person e Inspection & Testing of all Electrical Installations
—Electrical— e EV Charge Point Installation
e Verification & Testing of 3" Party Installations
TRUSTMARK - :

Government Endorsed uality @ Building Control notification as required

C F ELECTRICAL

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial
Fully approved & insured

DBS & CRB cleared electrician
Contact me for a free no obligation quote

No job is too small.
Contact: Carl Fleming
Tel: 07482 088298
Email: info@cfelec.co.uk

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd.

Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping.
Over 30 years of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd.
Coppice Farm
Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.
SY5 ONS
Mobile: 07785 531 910
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com
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Heather Kidd

Local Shropshire Councillor
for

Chirbury & Worthen
including Snailbeach and
Stiperstones
Telephone: 01938 561 651
Mobile: 07980 635 518
Email:
heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk
Facebook: Heather Kidd
www.heatherkidd.org.uk

=

"/ LIBERAL
DEMOCRATS

Flooding. Over the last few weeks we have seen a
succession of storms hit our area usually accompanied by
heavy rain.

For many years I (and a great many of you) have been
continually pressing Shropshire Council to take action on
the dreadful state of the drains and gullies along our
roads. Unfortunately, these complaints have largely
fallen on deaf ears and we are seeing the results of that
neglect in the floods and overflowing drains we have
seen recently. We have not seen the full and systematic
clearing of these (including the connecting pipes and
collapse drains) that is required. We have quite a number
of collapsed connecting pipes and these just fail to carry
the water away.

If your home or business has been affected by flooding
you may be eligible for some support providing certain
conditions are met.
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/drainage-and-flooding/
Similarly attempts to get Shropshire Council and the
Environment Agency to work towards a solution to the
flooding in Brockton and Worthen are proving very
difficult.

ACTION: If you have a problem with a blocked drain etc
then email me at Heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk AND
report it on ‘Fix My Street’ at https://
improvingyourroads.shropshire.gov.uk/ The more of us
that report a problem, the higher the priority it will get.

Grit Bins. Despite my best efforts, there are still a
number of bins that remain empty and we are entering
the coldest months of the year. Please let me know of any
empty bins and I’ll do my best to get them filled.

Please don’t park on pavements as parents with buggies
and those with mobility scooters are forced to walk in the
road. That can be very dangerous, especially on dark
evenings.

feb 2024

Key Phone Number! .

g 790325

Pont'ry & Worthen Med

Westbury Medical Centre 01743 884727
Bishop’s C'le Med Pract 01588 638285
Montgomery Med Pract 01686 668217
Royal Shrewsbury Hospit 01743261000
NHS Non-Emergency Helpline 111
Samaritans Helpline 116 123
Shrop Customer Services 0345 6789000
Shrop Council Benefit 0345 6789002
Shrop Council Welfare 0345 6789078
Shrop C'cil Bereavement 0345 6783028
National Grid 800 6783105
Environment Agency 0800 807060
Severn Trent Water 0800 7834444
Shrop Highways 0345 6789006
Shrop Citizens Advice 0808 2787894

Shrop Rural Support
RABC

Farming Community Net
Universal Credit Helpline
Child Benefit Helpline
Pensions Helpline
Business Support Help
Keep Shrop Warm
Barnabas Money Advice
A4U

Age UK Shrop,

Just Credit Union (
Christians Ag'st Poverty
Shrewsbury Samaritans
Shrop Mind

Alzheimer’s Soc Shrop
Shrop Dom'tic Abuse Ser
Snailbeach Village Hall
John's Shop

0300 1232825
0800 1884444
01788 510866
0800 3285644
0300 2003100
0800 7310469
0300 4563565
0800 1123743
07507 663251
01743 539201
01743 233123
01743 252325
01274 760720
0330 0945717
01743 368647
01952 250392
0300 3031191
07815 733730
01743 790594
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BEN :- 07966 788791
QUOTATIONS:- [JOHN] 01743 792013
www. benmorriselectrical.co.uk

REWIRES / UPDATES

EICR TEST REPORTS / FAULT FINDING
FUSE BOARD UPGRADES
EXTRA SOCKETS / LIGHTS ADDED
ELECTRICAL HEATING SYSTEMS

PART 'P' REGISTERED

COMPETITIVE HOURLY / DAILY RATES
ESTABLISHED 2007
VAT FREE

lyengar Yoga

P IA D

YOGA CLASS

Snailbeach Village Hall
Tuesdays 7.00 - 8.30 p.m.
Suitable for all levels
For details contact:-

Liz on 01743 790698

Email: elizabethknowlesl@googlemail.com

" Tankerville Pottery
and Gallery
we offer
an excellent collection of
Paintings, Crystals,
Stoneware, Pottery' Oven to
Tableware, Bread Crocks

Super Presents at

®/ Reasonable Prices
/

Find us at Tankerville Hollow,
Pennerley, SY5 ONB
Tel 01743 791 580
view our on-line gallery at
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk |

A Local Personal,
Bespoke Service

ATTERS
Ltd.,

woodmattersltd.co.uk

Tree Maintenance
Hedge Trimming
Woodland Management
P\avﬁfm% Solutions
Traditional Hedgelaying

01143 891231 Or 07974 30032%

Seasoned Logs for Sale

20

NORMAN JONES

DOMESTIC

APPLIANCES
REPAIRS TO
COOKERS, WASHERS
& DRYERS
Same Day/Next day
service where possible
All Work Guaranteed

NEW & USED SALES
Washers
Bosch normally available
Delivered & installed to
working taps, etc.
Old Appliance Removed

Please ring
L PETE: 07971 252069

Norman: Q7816 875233
Home/Ansa: 01588 638677

Feb 2024



West Mercia Police contact numbers

West Mercia Police

Emergency: 999 Non Emergency: 101

BIS H o P' S CASTLE & RU RAL Bishops Castle Police Station (not for reporting): 101, Extension 7704901
safer N eig h bou rhood Tea 11 Report online: www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/

Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
Team detalls Website: www.westmercia.police.uk
Safer Neighbourhood Sergeant: Sgt 0640 Jenni Price
Safer Neighbourhood Police Constable: PC 3331 Stuart Coote
Police Community Support Officer: PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss Facebook: Bishop’s Castle Policing Team Rural Watch
Police Community Support Officer: PCSO 40516 Calvin Brown
Team Email: bccar.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

Twitter: @SouthShropCops

@‘ st Mercia
% POLICE

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE REPORTED
CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONE

15th November 2023 — 15th December 2023

CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES
Assault Aston Pigott
Allowing dog to be Jogger bitten Worthen Owner identified,
dangerously out of control investigation ongoing
Harassment Worthen
Assault X2 Snailbeach
Allowing dog to be Delivery driver bitten Snailbeach
dangerously out of control

Rogue Traders

Locally we have had an increase in suspect rogue traders offering ‘services’. Rogue traders are people who call at your door
pretending to be qualified tradespeople and offering to do work on your home. They may suggest urgent repairs need carrying
out at your home. They may pressurise you to make quick decisions to have work done, pay in advance for materials or do
poor work at highly inflated prices.
Doorstep cold-calling is not illegal, however our advice is to never employ traders who call at your door unannounced.

* Be cautious; if a trader knocks at your door, do not agree to on the spot house repairs without taking advice. Say
'no thank you' and close the door.

* Be wary of special offers. They will use tactics such as 'l am only in your area today and would need to do the
work now'.

* Do not believe when told that guttering, roofing, gardening or paving work is in need of urgent repair — this may
cause you to panic and allow the work to take place.

* Don't allow anyone to pressure you into agreeing to have work carried out. If you ask them to leave and they
don't, they are committing a criminal offence - contact the police on 999.

* Do not make snap decisions. If you feel that any work needs carrying out on your property, take time to talk to
family or neighbours before you make a decision.

* Don't ever go to a bank or cash point with a trader; legitimate traders would never do this!

* Remember......it's OK to say no!
If you feel you have been a victim of rogue traders, you can report suspicious callers to Trading Standards, the Citizens Advice
Consumer Helpline number at 0808 223 1133, or West Mercia Police on 101 or 999 in the event of an emergency.

feb 2024 21



WORTHEN WITH SHELVE PARISH COUNCIL.
DATES AND VENUES FOR PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS IN 2024

All meetings are on a Monday evening.
The Parish Council meeting will commence at 7 pm
unless otherwise stated

Meeting dates can change please look at our website for latest information

www.worthenwithshelvepc.org.uk

DATE VENUE

15" January 2024

25" March 2024

13" May 2024

29" July 2024

28" October 2024

Hope Village Hall

Hope Village Hall

Hope Village Hall

(340vys omz 40 ﬁzp v ))I3s 5,3 g
A

Hope Village Hall

Hope Village Hall

"y, Snihs Burchers Minstely

Smiths Butchers: Holly House, Minsterley. SY5 OBA, __|

We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies,
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits,
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

You can find us just over the Bridge in
Minsterley and opposite the church.

Smiths can always be relied on to supply
the best British bred meats
at competitive prices.
We have weekly special offers with a range
of great value freezer packs.
- and our pies are something special!
01743 791863
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GARDEN FURNITURE
WHEELBARROW PLANTERS
HERB PLANTER TABLES
BIRD NESTING BOXES

Small Workshop Storage!!! New use for Oak Barrels

Call Graham: 01743 790115

Email : servatory@hotmail.com
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HIGNETTS

of Pontesbury Ltd Stiperstones
est. 1919

: : in
Family run fresh food retailers QQCOm 9 EV?/;
Locally sourced meat
Fresh fruit and vegetables Knitter Natter
Fair trade foods 10am Every Tuesday!
Pies, buns and .cakes . Post Office
baked on the premises daily. 12.15 - 2.15 Every Tuesday!
Freshly filled sandwiches
baguettes and rolls Big Money Bingo
7.30pm Monday 5th Feb
Groceries at competitive prices Board Games Nidh
oar ames Nig t
Garden plants 7.30pm Monday 19th Feb
Compost and grow bags
Pub Quiz
UPS parcel collection 8.00pm Monday 26th Feb
and delivery hub
) Tel: 01743 790228 Big Money Bingo
_» 7.30pm Monday 4th Mar
www.hignetts.co.uk Board Games Night
7.30pm Monday 18th Mar

Follow us on Facebook for
upto date offers and new
products

Halloween Quiz
8.00pm Monday 25th Mar

Feeling Crochety?

Thursday night crochet sessions at The Stiperstones Inn

6pm - 7pm Beginners Crochet. 7pm - 8pm Intermediate Crochet.
Learn to crochet by making your For those who've already got the basics,
own hexi-cardi. guided sessions of new stitches which

come together to form a sampler blanket.
All skill levels welcome

£3 a session or £5 for both
(There will be no sessions on the 26 Oct, and the 7 Dec)

feb 2024
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Better Broadband
for your community

Ultrafast Broadband where
other providers cannot reach

We are bringing

ultrafast broadband to your area

Unlimited broadband from 30mbps to a whopping 900mbps

Register your interest now on 03337 000 227

or visit our website at: www.securewebservices.co.uk

Q. 03337000 227
(@ > The Yard at
Green Farm
@ Stiperstones
Shrewsbury

SWS BROADBAND SY5 OLZ

an(R LEJBW S) company
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A beginner and a
medium puzzle today.

Sudoku

OF THE DAY
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return
every
year to
spawn in
the living
room!
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The Drowning Man
A fellow was stuck on his rooftop in a
flood. He was praying to God for help.

Soon a man in a rowboat came by and
the fellow shouted to the man on the
roof, “Jump in, | can save you.”

The stranded fellow shouted back,
“No, it's OK, I'm praying to God and
he is going to save me.”

So the rowboat went on.

Then a motorboat came by. “The
fellow in the motorboat shouted,
“Jump in, | can save you.”

To this the stranded man said, “No
thanks, I'm praying to God and he is
going to save me. | have faith.”

So the motorboat went on.

Then a helicopter came by and the
pilot shouted down, “Grab this rope
and | will lift you to safety.”

To this the stranded man again
replied, “No thanks, I’'m praying to
God and he is going to save me. |
have faith.”

So the helicopter reluctantly flew
away.

Soon the water rose above the rooftop
and the man drowned. He went to
Heaven. He finally got his chance to
discuss this whole situation with God,
at which point he exclaimed, “I had
faith in you but you didn’t save me,
you let me drown. | don’t understand
why!”

To this God replied, “l sent you a
rowboat and a motorboat and a
helicopter, what more did you
expect?”

feb 2024
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FRESHWATER
BIOLOGICAL
ASSOCIATION

Discovering Priority Habitats

Would you like to help protect and restore our freshwater habitats?

Do you want to learn a new skill and contribute to the conservation of rivers,
streams and small waterbodies in the Stepping Stones Project Area?

Then sign up as a River Naturalness Survey Volunteer, join our free training
event and follow-up work in February 2024 and beyond...

More information is provided on the accompanying factsheet.

Free River Naturalness Survey Training Day

WHERE? Norbury Village Hall and River Onny, Linley Estate.

WHEN?  Tuesday 27 February 2024, 9am-4pm.

WANT TO KNOW MORE? Take a look at our accompanying factsheet, and for
more information and to sign up, contact Dan Gordon-Lee on 07472 877108 or

e-mail dan@dgl-enviro.com

@gStepping Stones

® Creating and linking wildlife-friendly spaces

% " Stepping
National

Trust — l,"‘.

Can you help us plant trees this winter?

This winter we are planting thousands of trees to help wildlife. Can you help?

It's a great task to do, with a real sense of achievement at the end of the day. All welcome -
no experience needed. Each session is stand-alone so no need to commit to more than one
if you want to come and give it a go! All the sessions will run from 10am—3pm. The site is
near Asterton on the west side of the Long Mynd. Click here for more details and sign up.

Planting dates: To sign up to a volunteer

o Friday 12th January o Thursday st February session please scan here:
o Wednesday 17th January ~ « Friday 2nd February

o Thursday 18th January « Wednesday 7th February
o Friday 19th January o Thursday 8th February

« Wednesday 3lst January o Thursday 29th February

For more info please email charlie.bell@nationaltrust.org.uk
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2 "Stones

@ Creating and linking
wildfe-friendly spaces

SPECIES
ACTION
PLANS

A Stepping Stones

conference SRR

SMALL PEARL-BORDERED
FRITILLARY BUTTERFLY
WILLOW TIT
EUROPEAN OTTER
DORMOUSE
DEVIL'S BIT SCABIOUS
COWBERRY
UPLAND DRAGONFLIES
YELLOW MOUNTAIN PANSY
BILBERRY BUMBLEBEE
TREE PIPIT
DIPPER

Friday 23 February 2024
10am to 4.30pm
Norbury Village Hall, SY9 5DX

Come and join us for a day to learn about
new Species Action Plans commissioned

by Natural England and the Stepping Stones
Project in South Shropshire.

This initial conference is aimed at landowners,
organisations (including Town and Parish
Councils) and individuals who will be key to
driving forward the actions to help these
threatened 12 local species survive and thrive
across Shropshire.

Book your place now by emailing:

conference hescc dtrust.org.uk

www.middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk
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National
Trust

£ Stepping
- ®Stones

Creatingand g
L ‘wildlife-friendly spaces

SPECIES
ACTION
PLANS

Programme SNIPE
SMALL PEARL-BORDERED
FRITILLARY BUTTERFLY
WILLOW TIT
EUROPEAN OTTER
DORMOUSE
DEVIL'S BIT SCABIOUS
COWBERRY
UPLAND DRAGONFLIES
YELLOW MOUNTAIN PANSY
BILBERRY BUMBLEBEE
TREE PIPIT
DIPPER

A Stepping Stones conference

Friday 23 February 2024
10am to 4.30pm
Norbury Village Hall, SY9 5DX

9.15 am Arrival Tea/Coffee

10.00 am Charlie Bell, Stepping Stones Project Officer, National Trust:
Welcome, introductions and outline of the day

10.10 am Leo Smith, Shropshire Ornithological Society (SOS) Species
Champion for Snipe: SNIPE

10.15 am Caroline Uff, Ecological Consultant: SMALL PEARL-BORDERED
FRITILLARY BUTTERFLY

10.45 am Jonathan Groom, British Trust for Ornithology: WILLOW TIT
11.15 am Tea/Coffee & stalls

11.45 am Dan Gordon Lee, Principal Ecological and Arboricultural Consultant,
DGL Environment Ltd: EUROPEAN OTTER

12.15 pm Speaker TBC: Shropshire Dormouse Group: DORMOUSE
12.20 pm Richard Small, Marches Meadow Group: DEVIL'S BIT SCABIOUS
12.25 pm Pete Carty, Marches Meadow Group: COWBERRY

12.30 pm Lunch & Networking

1.30 pm  Sue Rees Evans, British Dragonfly Society's Shropshire County
Recorder: UPLAND DRAGONFLIES

2.00 pm Simon Cooter, Natural England Senior Reserves Manager,
Stiperstones: YELLOW MOUNTAIN PANSY

2.30 pm Tea/Coffee

3.00 pm Debbie Vivers, Bumblebee Conservation Trust: BILBERRY BUMBLEBEE
3.05 pm (Speaker TBC) Shropshire Ormithological Society (SOS): TREE PIPIT
3.10 pm Tony Cross, Dippers in the Teme Catchment project: DIPPER
3.15 pm Charlie Bell & Simon Cooter: Next Steps Discussion

4.00 pm Thank you & Close
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The Bungalow,
Weston Road,
White Gritt,

Minsterley, Email:

Phone: 07815 801 871
Fax: 01588 650 386

Shrewsbury, sys 013 | johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

Free delivery on bags £
within 10 miles.
Nets for collection.

LoGS FOR SALE

SKIPO BAG
07815 801 871

your waste and leave them in a vehicle

accessible place, call us and we will collect.

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with

Danny Bebb Phone: 07815 801 871
Weston Road, Fax: 01588 650 386

White Gritt, greenacreslogs@hotmail.com
Minsterley, Shrewsbury,

Please ring for a quote

SY50JJ

JouN W. F. BEBB

SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE
07815 801 871

Danny Bebb

The Bungalow,
Weston Road,
White Gritt,
Minsterley,
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ

Phone: 07815 801 871
Fax: 01588 650 386
Email:
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.
Delivery available.

Mini Digger

High Lift Dumper
Magic Screed
Bull Float
Wacker Plate
Stihl Saw
Pointing Guns
Grinders
Welder/Generator
Trailer Hire

And much more!

feb 2024
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(Fit after forty with Sal )

The Thread Shed Weekly fit club 4__0

Outdoors
For all your sewing needs. All abilities
Repair & restoration, furnishings, costume, Cardio, strength and flexibility

lothi d .
ROERRE SN Stiperstones School Playground

Sundays at 9
£7% for an hour
Enquiries Tel 01891 616623

Pam Davies

25, Snailbeach, Shropshire.
SY5 oNS

Tel: 01743 790994

Mobile: 07521 981 459
email:
pameladaviesig63@icloud.com

Advertise Here
sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk

01743 791999

Recent Results

Stars 2 - 1 Ellesmere Sunday
Stars 5-3 FC Nations

The Keys 2-2 The Stars

Stars 2-1 FC Nations

The Stars play most Sunday mornings, home
games at Snailbeach 11.00am. Come along and support the boys.

Shropshire
Hills

‘ Eaa r:idosnczlpe

The Shropshire Hills Conservation Fund is open for applications

AN

The Shropshire Hills Conservation Fund is a small grant pot to support
community projects in the Shropshire Hills National Landscape (new name for
the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty).

It supports projects to deliver practical conservation work and/or educational and
awareness-raising activities relating to the Shropshire Hills and its conservation,
especially involving young people.

We are inviting applications for projects to start in April 2024. If you, or your
community group, have a project idea please get in touch. Grants range from
£500 to £2,000 and are generally awarded for activity within a particular
Financial Year (April to the end of March).

The deadline to get project ideas in is 12" February 2024. We can then
recommend whether your project should progress to a full application.

There is more information on our website at www.shropshirehills-nl.org.uk,
search ‘conservation fund’.

Or contact Stephanie Hayes, email stephanie.hayes@shropshire.gov.uk or
telephone 01743 254746.
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Environmentally Correct Great Flood Story

And the Lord said to Noah, "In six months I'm going to make it
rain until the whole earth is covered with water and all the evil
people are destroyed. But | want to save a few good people and
two of every living thing on the planet. | am ordering you to build
Me an Ark." And in a flash of lightning, he delivered the
specifications for an Ark.

"OK," said Noah, trembling in fear and fumbling with the

blueprints. "Six months and it starts to rain," thundered the Lord.

"You'd better have my Ark completed, or learn how to swim for a
very long time."

The Great Flood
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animals ararat ark bird branch clean
corrupt covenant creatures cubits days destroy
dove earth female floodwaters forty Genesis
God Ham Japheth livestock Lord male
mankind mountains  Nephilim nights Noah olive
promise rain rainbow seven Shem six hundred
sky two unclean wickedness

feb 2024

Six months passed, the skies began to
cloud up and the rain began to fall.

The Lord saw that Noah was sitting in
his yard and weeping and there was no
Ark. "Noah," shouted the Lord, "Where is
my ark?" A lightning bolt crashed into
the ground next to Noah.

"Lord, please forgive me!" begged Noah.
"I did my best but there were big
problems.

First, | had to get an inspector for the
Ark construction project, and your plans
didn't meet building regulations. | had to
hire an engineer to redraw the plans.
Second, | got into a big fight over
whether or not the Ark needed a fire
sprinkler system.

Third, my neighbors objected, claiming |
had no planning permission building the
Ark in my front yard, so | had to go to
court.

Fourth, | had a big problem getting
enough wood for the Ark because there
was a ban on cutting trees to save the
great spotted woodpecker. | had to
convince the RSPB that | needed the
wood to save the woodpeckers, but they
wouldn't let me catch any woodpeckers.
So no woodpeckers.

Fifth, the Disability Rights said | had no
disabled people on the build Now we
have 16 wheelchair users and a ramp
going on the boat and still no
woodpeckers.

Eighth, the Environmental Agency
wanted a map of the proposed flood
plain. | sent them a globe.

| really don't think | can finish your Ark
for at least another five years," wailed
Noah.

The sky began to clear, the sun began
to shine and a rainbow arched across
the sky. Noah looked up and smiled.
"You mean you are not going to destroy
the earth?" Noah asked hopefully.

"No," said the Lord sadly, “The Fossil
Fuel Companies already have."
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552/553 Bishops Castle Stiperstones Shrewsbury
Monday - Friday

Note;ggg;s;:hool SCH SCH
Bevops Ceslle, opp 07:30 09:40 12:20 13:30 15:40
Sishops Castle Salop 07:32 09:42 12:22 13:32 15:42
Lydham Glebe Meadow 07:36 09:46 12:26 13:36 15:46
Llan Turn Jct 07:40 09:50 12:30 13:40 15:50
White Grit, Jct 07:44 09:54 12:34 13:44 15:54
Gravels 07:47 09:57 12:37 13:47 15:57
Hope 07:50 10:00 12:40 13:50 16:00
Stiperstones, opp Pub 06:50 | 07:20 | 07:50 08:23 11:15 14:35 16:50
Snailbeach, Village Hall 06:54 | 07:24 | 07:54 08:27 11:19 14:39 16:54
Plox Green, Crossroads 06:56 | 07:26 | 07:56 | 07:56 | 08:30 10:06 | 11:21 | 11:55 | 12:46 | 13:05 | 13:56 | 14:41 16:06 | 16:53
ﬂg::f;'ey’ opperown & | o598 | 07:28 | 07:58 | 07:58 | 08:33 | 08:50 | 09:25 | 10:08 | 11:23 | 11:57 | 12:48 | 13:07 | 13:58 | 14:43 | 15:10 | 16:08 | 16:58 | 17:35
Pontesbury, Hall Bank | 07:03 | 07:33 | 08:03 | 08:03 | 08:37 | 08:55 | 09:30 | 10:13 | 11:28 | 12:02 | 12:53 | 13:12 | 14:03 | 14:48 | 15:15 | 16:13 | 17:03 | 17:40
Mary Webb 08:40 1o2e
Lea Cross, Opp Jct 07:08 | 07:38 | 08:08 | 08:08 09:00 | 09:35 | 10:18 | 11:33 | 12:07 | 12:58 | 13:17 | 14:08 | 14:53 | 15:30 | 16:18 | 17:08 | 17:45
Hanwood, Cock Inn 07:11 | 07:41 | 08:11 | 08:11 09:03 | 09:38 | 10:21 | 11:36 | 12:10 | 13:01 | 13:20 | 14:11 | 14:56 | 15:33 | 16:21 | 17:11 | 17:48
Hanwood, Caradoc View | g7.13 | 07:43 | 08:13 | 08:13 09:05 | 09:40 | 10:23 | 11:38 | 12:12 | 13:08 | 13:22 | 14:13 | 14:58 | 15:35 | 16:23 | 17:13 | 17:50
Radbrook Qakdield Rd 1 7.1 08:18 12:17 15:40
Shrewsbury Hospital 07:48 08:18 09:10 | 09:45 | 10:28 | 11:43 13:08 | 13:27 | 14:18 | 15:03 16:28 | 17:18 | 17:55
Doptheme R, ad) 07:23 | 07:53 | 08:23 | 08:23 09:15 | 09:50 | 10:33 | 11:48 | 12:22 | 13:13 | 13:32 | 14:23 | 15:08 | 1545 | 16:33 | 17:23 | 18:00
Bus Station Stand N 07:30 | 08:00 | 08:30 | 08:30 09:22 | 09:57 | 10:40 | 11:55 | 12:29 | 13:20 | 13:30 | 14:30 | 15:15 | 15:52 | 16:40 | 17:30 | 18:07
Note;ggl(-l)r-‘s;:hool SCH SCH
BUS STATION, Stand N | 07:35 | 08:10 | 08:50 | 10:05 | 10:25 | 11:00 | 12:00 | 12:30 | 13:30 | 14:00 | 14:35 1545 | 16:25 | 16:25 | 17:00 | 17:40 | 18:10
(B:gfrg‘c"ge Rd, opp 07:42 | 08:17 | 08:57 | 10:12 | 10:32 | 11:07 | 12:07 | 12:37 | 13:37 | 14:07 | 14:42 15:52 | 16:32 | 16:32 | 17:07 | 17:47 | 18:17
Shrewsbury Hospital 09:02 | 10:17 | 10:37 12:12 | 12:42 | 1342 | 14:12 15:57 | 16:37 17:12 | 17:52
Radbrook Oakfield Rd | o7.47 | 08:22 1:12 14:47 16:37 18:22
flanwood, Caradoc VieW | o757 | 08:27 | 00:07 | 10:22 | 1042 | 11:47 | 1247 | 1247 | 1347 | 14117 | 1452 16:02 | 16:42 | 16:42 | 17:17 | 17:57 | 18:27
Hanwood, Cock Inn 07:54 | 08:29 | 09:09 | 10:24 | 10:44 | 11:19 | 12:19 | 12:49 | 13:49 | 14119 | 14:54 16:04 | 16:44 | 16:44 | 17:19 | 17:50 | 18:29
Lea Cross, adj Jet 07:57 | 08:32 | 09:12 | 10:27 | 10:47 | 11:22 | 12:22 | 12:52 | 13:52 | 14:22 | 1457 16:07 | 16:47 | 16:47 | 17:22 | 18:02 | 18:32
Mary Webb ot 15:20
Pontesbury, opp Shop | 08:03 | 08:38 | 00:18 | 10:33 | 10:53 | 11:28 | 12:28 | 12:58 | 13:58 | 14:28 | 15:03 | 15:21 | 16:13 | 16:53 | 16:53 | 17:28 | 18:08 | 18:38
gﬂcig::fg'ey' adjcrown& | gg.07 | 08:42 | 09:22 | 10:37 | 10:57 | 11:32 | 12:32 | 13:02 | 14:02 | 14:32 | 15:07 | 15:27 | 16117 | 16:57 | 16:57 | 17:32 | 18:12 | 18:42
Plox Green, Crossroads | 08:09 10:39 | 10:59 | 11:34 | 12:34 | 13:04 | 14:04 | 14:34 15:29 | 16:19 | 16.59 | 16:59 18:14 | 18:44
Snailbeach, Village Hall 11:01 14:06 15:32 | 16:21 17:01 18:46
Stiperstones, adj Pub 11:05 14:10 15:35 | 16:25 17:05 18:50
Hope 08:15 10:45 12:40 14:40 17:05 18:20
Gravels 08:19 10:49 12:44 14:44 17:09 18:24
White Grit, Jct 08:23 10:53 12:48 14:48 17:13 18:28
Llan Turn Jct 08:27 10:57 12:52 14:52 17:17 18:32
Lydham Glebe Meadow | og;34 11:01 12:56 14:56 17:21 18:36
2itfggtpjsétCastle Salop 08:33 11:03 12:58 14:58 17:23 18:38
Dishops Castle; ad) 08:35 11:05 13:00 15:00 17:25 18:40
— —
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552/553

Saturday
il
Minsterley N\ Motor
l O S
07:32 09:32 12:17 15:52 Telephone 01743 791203
07:36 09:36 12:21 15:56
07:40 09:40 12:25 16:00
745 Mondays and Fridays only
07:44 09:44 12:29 16:04 Pontesbury to Clun 745 A Ludlow to Clun 745 B
Pontesbury Shop 08:50 Ludlow Assembly Rooms 13:15
07:47 09:47 12:32 16:07 Minsterley 08:55 Craven Arms 13:30
Hope 09:00 Long Meadowend 13:35
07:50 09:50 12:35 16:10 Gravels 09:03 Aston on Clun 13:37
White Grit 09:05 Lydbury North 13:50
07:05 09:20 14:45 Lydham 09:10 Little Brampton 14:00
Bishops Castle 09:15 Clunton 14:02
07:09 09:24 14:49 Colebatch 09:20 Clun 14:05
) ) ) Clun 09:30
07:11 07:56 | 09:26 | 09:56 | 11:40 | 12:41 | 14:00 | 14:51 | 16:16 | 16:55 Clun to Ludlow 745 B Clunto F bury 745 A
Clun 09:35 Clun 14:10
07:13 | 07:58 | 09:28 | 09:58 | 11:42 | 12:43 | 14:02 | 14:53 | 16:18 | 16:57 Clunton 09:38 Colebatch 14:20
Little Brampton 09:40 Bishops Castle 14:25
07:18 | 08:03 | 09:33 | 10:03 | 11:47 | 12:48 | 14:07 | 14:58 | 16:23 | 17:02 Lydbury North 09:50 Lydham 14:30
Aston on Clun 10:03 White Grit 14:35
Long Meadowend 10:05 Gravels 14:37
Craven Arms 10:10 Hope 14:40
07:23 | 08:08 | 09:38 | 10:08 | 11:52 | 12:53 | 14:12 | 15:03 | 16:28 | 17:07 Ludlow Assembly Rooms 10:25 Minsterley 14:45
Pontesbury 14:50
07:26 | 08:11 09:41 10:11 11:55 | 12:56 | 14:15 | 15:06 | 16:31 | 17:10 Does not run;on Bank Holiday except'Good Friday
07:28 | 08:13 | 09:43 | 10:13 | 11:57 | 12:58 | 14:17 | 15:08 | 16:33 | 17:12
Minsterle g\
07.33 08:18 | 09:48 10:18 | 12:02 | 13:03 | 14:22 | 15:13 | 16:38 | 17:17
h
ocors o/
07:38 | 08:23 | 09:53 | 10:23 | 12:07 | 13:08 | 14:27 | 15:18 | 16:43 | 17:22
.F _
07:45 | 08:30 | 10:00 | 10:30 | 12:14 | 13:15 | 14:34 | 15:25 | 16:50 | 17:29
Minsterley Y Motors \\
08:00 | 08:35 | 10:05 | 10:45 | 12:30 | 13:45 | 14:45 | 15:40 | 17:00 | 17:40 @
08:07 | 08:42 | 10:12 10:52 | 12:37 | 13:52 | 14:52 | 15:47 | 17:07 | 17:47
08:12 | 08:47 | 10:17 | 10:57 12:42 | 13:57 | 14:57 | 16:52 | 17:12 | 17:52
08:17 | 08:52 10:22 11:02 | 12:47 | 14:.02 | 15:02 | 15:57 | 17:17 | 17:57
08:19 | 08:54 | 10:24 | 11:04 | 12:49 | 14:04 | 15:04 | 15:59 | 17:19 | 17:59 775 Tuesdays only
Pontesbury to Bishops Castle 775 A Newtown to Bishops Castle 775 B
08:22 | 08:57 | 10:27 11:07 | 12:52 | 14:07 | 15:07 | 16:02 | 17:22 | 18:02 Pontesbury Shop 0930 Newtown 1350
Minsterley 09:35 Kerry 14:00
Plox Green 09:38 Sarn 14:10
Hope 09:40 Blue Bell 14:15
08:28 | 09:03 | 10:33 | 11:13 | 12:58 | 14:13 | 15:13 | 16:08 | 17:28 | 18:08 Gravels 09:45 Church Stoke 14:20
White Grit 09:48 Bishops Castle 14:35
i i i . i . . i y . Llan Turn 09:51
08:32 | 09:07 | 10:37 | 11:17 | 13:02 | 14:17 | 15:17 | 16:12 | 17:32 | 18:12 Bromleys Mil 09:55
Lydham 09:57
08:34 | 09:09 | 10:39 | 11.21 13:04 | 14:19 | 15119 | 16:16 | 17:38 | 18:14 Bishops Castle 10:00
09:12 14:21 17:40 Bishops Castle to Newtown 775 B Bishops Castle to Pontesbury 775 A
Bishops Castle 10:05 Bishops Castle 14:40
09:15 14:25 17:45 Church Stoke 10:20 Lydham 14:43
i i ) Blue Bell 10:25 Bromleys Mill 14:45
Sarn 10:30 Llan Turn 14:49
08:40 10:45 15:25 18:20 Kerry 10:40 White Grit 14:52
Newtown 10:50 Gravels 14:55
08:44 10:49 15:29 18:24 Hope 15:00
Plox Green 15:02
08:48 10:53 15:33 18:28 Minsterley 1505
Pontesbury 15:10
08:52 10:57 15:37 18:32
08:56 11:01 15:41 18:36 m ° n te I e \ m t
08:58 11:03 15:43 18:38 l S r g §“/ o 0 rs
09:00 11:05 15:45 18:40 Telephone 01743 791208
feb 2024
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DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY, PLAYING CLASSIC
VINYI_FROM EVERY ERA..

Friday 22 March Verity’s Maratho

7pm~12am 2024

snailbeach Village Hall Fundraiser

£1 5 Scan to donate

includes 2 courses, a pork bap and a dessert.
{veggie/vegan and gluten free options provided}

OPTIONAL 80'S FANCY DRESS
Raffle & Bar

To book please contact Verity on 0754006450 or email
discofundraiser20024@gmail.com

ALL PROFITS ARE GOING TO SEVERN HOSPICE.

here and at home

ﬁ 5 PR |
Lingeh Shopshire Organic GardenerS
Cancer Fum‘i 20"‘ Anniversary POTATO DAY

Saturday 10th February 2024

9.30am - 2pm Free Entry

Wattlesborough Village Hall SY5 9DX
February On the Shrewsbury-Welshpool Road
17th & 18th Plenty of parking

Severn
/ Hospice

ley Ha
astbury ‘
T g; 2024

CAFE’S
Breakfast, light

unches an
- 47 Potato Varieties 25p a tuber homemade
L y (10p/tuber for SOGs members) cakes. hot drinks
- Introducing card payments for the seed | ’
q potatoes Cash payments
’ . b :
> .

Cash and cheques still accepted. only
* Cakes and refreshments avallable "
% R ADogs on leads welcome - More info: http://shropshireorganicgardeners.org.uk/
4 ~. - Tel: lan 01743 353811
\/5\.%5 entry per person (children go free) _
Tickets available on the gate and in advance/\ BRIGHTER BLOOMS
‘\ ‘N A f "N\ / ’ Seeds, bare root and potted fruit trees and bushes, rhubarb crowns,
p strawberry plants, onions, shallots and garlic. Pre-order from:
www LINGEN DAVI ES.CO.U K/SNOWDROPWALK https://www.growvegandfruit.co.uk/
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