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Harrison’s landing level portal, 1952, with original 
‘Snailbeach Mine Co 1848’ plate. Photo: F. W. Shuttleworth
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From the editor 
Two years ago we published a 
substantive piece from Andy 
Cookson on the history and 
geology of the Snailbeach Lead 
Mines.
Over the next two months we will 
be featuring the remainder of 
this interesting and informative 
article.

For the past three years we have 
hosted members of the Curlew 
Project together with their own 
little hatchery.
This year the local group led by 
Amanda Perkins from her base at 
Rigmoroak are concentrating on 
field work and tracking the birds 
that have been tagged over the 
last few years.
There is lots to find out at the 
Curlew Country web site 
including live web cams 
monitoring the progress of the 
newly hatched chicks.
There is a link to the site from 
our own pages at 
snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk.

Remember that the Snailbeach 
District News is seeking a new 

editor from September.
The 'News' has followed a similar 
format for sometime - maybe it 
should stay this way or maybe it is 
time for new thinking and a change 
of format. I think most of us think it 
would be a shame if it did not 
continue in one shape or form so 
everybody please give it some 
thought.
sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk
June deadline 21st May

Snailbeach WI 
We meet at Snailbeach Village Hall 
on the second Thursday in the month 
at 7.30.  (2.00 in January and 
February).  
We are a friendly bunch of ladies and 
we welcome anyone who would like 
to visit us to see what we do.  We 
have a speaker most months and 
always finish with tea/coffee, biscuit 
and a chat.
Our talks are:- June 13th South 
Shropshire Climate 
Action Plan, July 11th 
Maiden’s Garlands, 
8th August Annual 
dinner,

In June's Issue
3. Snailbeach Village Hall
5. Letter from Westminister
7. Notes from the hill 
9. Church News
11. Minsterley Meadows
13 - 17 Snailbeach Mines
19 Heather Kidd
21Crimewatch
25Puzzles
29 Children's Page

Sadly we have to report the deaths 

of Ann Lewis of Tankerville and 

Melvyn Jones, brother of Neil.==

A little more on these two sadly 

missed members of our community 

next month.
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Snailbeach Village Hall

Snailbeach and District Village Hall Committee

The Committee is made up of the following people:­
Chair – Philip Sproson­Jones, contact via the 
Stiperstones Inn
Vice Chair – Rodney Birt
Treasurer – Maria Marks
Secretary – Pam Bickley,  or 07887 531174
Bookings officer – Jo Jeays, 07815 733730
Health and Safety – Carl Fleming
Lara Sproson Jones; Pam Davies; Ray Harper; Caroline Harper; Anne­Marie 
Fleming; Jenny Mix; Julian Bromhead
Co­opted member – Justyna Jones

As the Village Hall is a charity, we are all Trustees and follow the guidelines laid out by the 
Charity Commission. We also have a Constitution which goes back to the original committee 
– it lays out clearly what we are there for.
We meet bi monthly and our AGM is in November. We are always looking for new members 
and if you are interested, please speak to any of the committee members
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Letter  from  Westminster  –  June  2024 ‐ Philip Dunne MP
80th   anniversary  of  the  D­Day  landings

 

Last  month,   I   was  pleased  to  attend  a  number  of  events,   including  a  debate  in   the 

House  of  Commons,   as  part  of  the  bui ld   up  towards  the  80th   anniversary  of  the  D­Day 

landings  as  the  launchpad  for  the  l iberation   of  Europe.

 

This  is  part  of  my  role  as  one  of  two  parl iamentary  Commissioners  of  the  Commonwealth   War  Graves  Commission,  

marking  a  tradition   going  back  to  the  origins  of  the  Commission  over  1 00  years  ago.

 

The  Commonwealth   War  Graves  Commission  cares  for  some  23,000  war  memorials  and  cemeteries  across  1 53 

countries  and  territories  around  the  globe,   helping  us  al l   to  honour  and  commemorative  the  1 .7  mil l ion  

Commonwealth   casualties  who  lost  their  l i fe  through  war.

 

People  from  Shropshire  have  always  answered  the  cal l   of  duty  when  our  country  has  been  threatened,   and  so  i t  is 

no  surprise  we  have  a  number  of  war  graves  in   the  south   of  the  county,   where  more  than  200  casualties  from  World  

War  One  and  World   War  Two  are  buried  at  74  locations  across  the  Ludlow  Constituency  ­   with   over  30 

commemorations  at  Bridgnorth   Cemetery,   the  largest  site  in   South   Shropshire.

 

Last  month,   to  mark  War  Graves  Week,   I   paid   my  respects  at  one  of  these  sites  in   the  deconsecrated  churchyard  of 

St  Leonard’s  in   Ludlow,   where  volunteers  help  keep  the  war  graves  in   good  order.   I   also  was  pleased  to  raise  War 

Graves  Week  with   the  Prime  Minister  at  PMQs,   to  make  clear  standing  up  to  tyrants  who  bring  about  war  in   Europe 

is  as  much  in   our  national   interest  today  as  i t  was  80  years  ago.

 

Many  people  in   Shropshire  wil l   have  connections  to  those  who  served,   including  during  the  D­Day  landings.  

Interestingly,   one  of  my  predecessors  as  MP  for  Ludlow  from  1 945­51 ,   Lt  Col   Uvedale  Corbett,   won  the 

Distinguished  Service  Order  for  his  actions  during  the  Normandy  landings  and  breakout.

 

Last  autumn  I   visited  Salerno  in   I taly,   where  Commonwealth   and  American  forces  landed  to  form  a  beachhead  in  

late  1 943,   where  over  1 ,800  servicemen  are  commemorated.   I t  was  a  particularly  poignant  trip  for  me,   since  my 

grandfather  won  his  Mil i tary  Cross  there  with   the  Commandos,   and  my  father­in­law  wrote  an   account  of  the 

landing  for  the  l iberation   of  I taly.

 

There  are  few  experiences  more  moving  or  evocative  than  visiting  any  of  our  battlefield   cemeteries  and  seeing  the 

ranks  of  the  iconic  headstones  which   mark  the  graves  of  the  fal len.   But  in   reality,   our  work  spans  historic 

preservation   of  monuments,   worldwide  expertise  in   horticulture,   and  the  research  and  record  management  that 

goes  into  sustaining  our  database  of  mil l ions  of  casualties,   as  well   as  continuing  recovery  and  forensic  identification  

of  remains.

 

The  80th   anniversary  of  the  D­Day  landings  this  month   may  well   be  the  last  significant  milestone  commemoration  

of  the  D­Day  landings  attended  by  veterans  of  the  campaign.   So  i t  is  a  particularly  poignant  commemoration   –  but  i t 

also  highl ights  just  how  important  i t  is  that  younger  generations  take  up  the  mantle  of  remembrance.

 

Normandy  wil l   of  course  be  the  centrepoint  of  commemorations,   where  the  Commission  has  11 6  cemeteries  and 

memorials,   which   mark  the  graves  of  25,000  fal len   service  personnel.

 

I   encourage  parents  and  grandparents  in   South   Shropshire  who  share  a  desire  to  want  to  keep  al ive  the  memory  of 

those  who  served  to  engage  chi ldren  and  young  adults  in   remembering  those  who  gave  their  l ives  for  their  country 

–  whether  by  visiting  a  local   war  grave,   or  taking  part  in   one  of  the  services  of  remembrance  either  in   June  or 

November.   You  can  find  more  information   on   local   war  graves  on   our  website  at  www.cwgc.org
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WELCOME  TO  STIPERSTONES 

CHURCHES

June Services in Stiperstones Parish;
(most in Holy Trinity Church Minsterley)
Sun 2nd 10.30am Holy Communion

Sun 9th 10.30am Holy Communion
Sun 16th 10.30am “Minsterley Praise”  

with Minsterley Methodist
chapel congregation joining us

Sun 23rd 4.00pm Tea­Time service in Minsterley 
Parish Hall

Sun 30th 10.30am GROUP SERVICE in St Mary’s 
church Habberley

Pentecost and Summer @ St Luke’s church

Almost all the services in St Luke’s church recently have been in darkness or semi­
darkness.    It was lovely to celebrate Pentecost at 9am on a warm sunny morning with the 
church door open.  On Sunday 14th July we have our first mid­summer service when we hope 
the weather will be as good and we can worship God together in the church building and then 
have tea together in the village hall.   

Minsterley Show
The Minsterley Show is back again on the 17th August, and we need people to start making 
delicious cakes!  If you think you can bake some cakes and pop them in the freezer then 
please do start as your support is very much appreciated! This is a big fundraiser for the 
church and our stall is very much appreciated by the show attendees due to our reasonable 
prices ­ we can keep our prices down due to the fact that cakes and sandwiches are donated.  
Keep the date in your diary and on your marks, get, set, bake!
This year the show ground is situated on the B4386, Shrewsbury to Westbury Road.  SatNav 
users should input SY5 8PW.
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Curlew Country are up and sprinting
 for the Spring 2024 breeding season!

 Collaborating with farming and land managing partners, 
volunteers and fundraising initiatives, we continue our 
pioneering and vital conservation work to prevent our local 
breeding curlew hotspot from disappearing in Shropshire and 
Wales.

https://mailchi.mp/ebe51ad59a10/untitled?e=e4c84be618
Too much stuff for space in this issue but have a look at the website
There is a link to Curlew Country from our own site.
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Romeo  &  Juliet

13  ­  23  June  at  Ludlow  Castle

 
We  are  del ighted  to  announce  that  tickets  have  now 

gone  on  sale  for  Romeo  and  Jul iet  at  Ludlow 

Castle.

Shakespeare  has  been  performed  in   the  open  air  at 

Ludlow  Castle  since  the  1 960s  and  we  are  thri l led  to 

say  that  tradition  wi l l   continue  with   another  exciting 

production  from  Flabbergast  Theatre  . I f  you  missed 

their  visceral   adaptation  of  'Macbeth'   or  their 

eccentric,   bohemian  'A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream' 

then  for  goodness  sake  don't  miss  'Romeo  and 

Jul iet'   this  Summer.   As  always,   you  wi l l   have  the 

chance  to  enjoy  a  picnic  in   the  stunning 

surroundings  of  Ludlow  Castle  before  the 

performance.  

The  production  is  a  part  of  Ludlow  Fringe  Festival  

2024,   and  as  you  might  know,   Ludlow  Assembly 

Rooms  are  the  temporary  custodians  of  the  festival.  

We  wil l   be  releasing  tickets  for  more  Fringe  events 

over  the  coming  days  and  weeks,   some  of  which 

wi l l   have  PRIORITY  ACCESS  for  our  Friends  and 

Patrons.

I f  you  want  the  chance  of  the  best  seats  in   the 

house,   or  even  the  chance  to  get  tickets  at  al l   then 

do  consider  joining  our  membership.   By  doing  so,  

you  wi l l   be  supporting  our  ongoing  growth  and 

development  as  South  Shropshire's  leading  Arts 

and  Community  venue.

Tickets  from  £12  ­   £26  ,  

al l   performances  begin   at  7.30pm
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Snailbeach mine: development & mechanisation c.1781­1856 – Part 3
By Andy Cuckson

Section 4. (continued from SDN April 2022)
Referring to unsold ore and lead, Captain Francis estimated that the ‘property at the mine 
and at the smelting house appears to be worth from £15,000­£20,000.’ He then suggested 
that with higher lead prices and a reduction in stock, exploration could continue using 
some of the money raised, and more men might be employed. These seem to be 
indications of the market downturn’s effects on the mine, to be described later in section 
7. 

Francis’ report also suggests that stopes he saw needed water drawing from them. In 
1856, in another report commissioned to look into inefficiencies at Snailbeach, the Duke 
of Devonshire’s Mineral Agent Stephen Eddy says more directly that the same thing was 
happening: ‘The ore ground is attacked almost immediately after a level has passed 
through it, and nearly the whole of it is taken away by the mode of working known as 
“underhand stoping” – which requires the whole of the material broken, as well as the 
water, to be lifted by manual labour to the level above.’ The mine was still using laborious 
and costly methods thirty years after Francis’ visit. If such methods were in use in 1827, it 
is curious that Francis did not criticise the underhand stoping rather than suggest boring a 
shaft.

5. Exploration and development works 1827­1856
Other than topics included here, little is known about the development of Snailbeach mine 
from 1827 to about 1840. In October 1842, Jonathan Harrison became Agent. He probably 
had total control of the mine, was sole underground manager until 1857, and was 
responsible for the New Engine Shaft development, apparently completed in 1848. His 
Wellington Journal obituary notes: ‘Mr. Harrison was especially identified with the sinking 
of the new engine­shaft, which was advocated by him to be of the greatest importance in 
carrying out the efficient working of that famous and profitable mine.’

Stephen Eddy’s 1856 report is the only primary source describing the underground 
works in this period, stating that there was no development below 342 yards – the depth to 
which New Engine Shaft was first sunk. It describes works before 1848 and why the 
development was so badly needed. Eddy wrote: ‘Until recently, there was only one Shaft in 
this extensive Mine, and that only to the depth of the 192 Yards level.All the stuff [i.e. ore 
and rock] water &c. from the workingsdeeper than this level, had to be lifted by manual 
labour to the foot of the Shaft.’ The vertical ‘section’ diagram shows that with each new 
deeper level started, the vein and the work was further away from Old Shaft. The miners 
used winzes and cross cuts to raise the stuff from deeper stopes until they reached a 
powered winder.

Concerning important ore bodies, Eddy mentions the same fairly shallow reserves 
noted by Francis (the four rich ore bunches), although Francis is more specific about their 
locations in some cases.
The early workings were in the Eastern part of the Mine, on what is known as No1 Pipe. 
This appears to have been exceedingly rich, from near the surface, to the depth to which it 
has been seen – the 312 yards level. In the course of time, three other distinct runs, or 
Pipes of ore were discovered West of No1 ... 
Eddy then comments about their productivity: 

... until a comparatively recent period, the total produce was from these four runs 
of ground. Within the last few years however, other, and very valuable 
discoveries, have been made still more westerly than anything previously seen.

All the runs or Pipes of ore discovered east of the Engine Shaft, may now be said 
to be wrought out or exhausted, to some depth below the 282 yards level ...
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The report then describes in detail the various stopes being worked, and the driving of 
levels, before criticising various aspects of the underground work.

Harrison’s work took direct pumping, winding and exploration to 342 yards below 
datum, and resulted in the old engine shaft (Old Shaft, or George’s Shaft) becoming a 
ladder shaft. (For brief details of the engines, see 6.6.) Works included a haulage level – 
known as Landing Level –joining New Engine Shaft to the surface close to the dressing 
floors by tramway. Kibbles were wound up to a landing chamber at this level. Here a 
section of tramway track was pushed out over the shaft and made secure, for placing a 
tramway tub under a raised kibble. A chain and hook, fixed to the chamber wall, was 
hooked to the bottom of the kibble. When signalled, the engine driver lowered the kibble 
slightly, which then tipped about the hook and emptied into the tub. The full tub was 
pushed to the dressing floor tip.

For mine drainage, water was lifted using a Cornish pumping engine (see section 
6.6) to the 112 Yard Level. The development included driving the Wagbeach adit an 
extra 180 yards or so to connect with the New Engine Shaft. This allowed water to drain 
to the Hope brook as before.

During the sinking of New Engine Shaft, much spoil was raised. At first, this was 
dumped on the hillside flanking the new engine complex, until the shaft was connected 
to the Landing Level. These spoil banks can be seen on maps and photographs. After 
connecting to the Landing Level, the spoil was trammed north­westwards to start a new 
spoil heap known as the Black Hillock. Probably some was used to fill the area between 
the Landing Level portal and the dressing floors, at least to make a level formation for 
the tramway to the dressing floor tip. (For the mine tramways, see section 10.)

Various spoil and waste mineral was also used to raise the level of the east­west 
cart track between the buildings, partly to make a level crossing over the Landing Level 
tramway. During the 1990s mine conservation work, Shropshire County Council (SCC) 
archaeologists surveyed the mining remains and drew up several valuable reports. One 
says that the probable cart track formation consisted of brown silty sand and gravel, 
laying partly over crushed white spar and bordered by the stone rubble remains of a 
possible flanking wall. Clearly the spar and the brown sand and gravel are not natural 
deposits.

5.2 Expensive working methods
As well as noting underhand stoping, which Francis also seemed to have witnessed, 
Eddy reported various other extremely expensive and wasteful works:

... a very hard and expensive perpendicular sump is now being sunk below the 
312, at about 220 yards in advance of the 342, with the view of driving East and 
West on the vein at the depth of the 342 yards level, so as to expedite the 
exhaustion of the ground.

... in many cases, crosscuts have been driven out, large sump­heads cut, and 
perpendicular sumps sunk in the solid rock at an enormous cost, in order to 
facilitate the work of extraction. The sump previously referred to as now being 
sunk under the 312 yards level, will involve a cost of little short of £600, and 
this is incurred for the purpose of working the ground in the most expensive 
manner that can possibly be pursued.

Here Eddy has noted working in advance of the driving of levels; cutting various works 
in hard rock needing explosives; and sinking of water collection sumps; all of which had 
no use once the particular ore body was exhausted. The £600 cost estimate for the sump 
was ten times the annual salary of John Owen, an earlier Snailbeach mine agent.



16 June 2024

5.3 Spoil platform and retaining walls; ore and spoil tipping
Part of the 1848 development scheme was to provide some gravity breakage of lump ore, 
because – as can be seen today – the Landing Level was driven well above dressing floor 
level. A wall – also to be seen – was needed to retain a high infill platform of spoil, 
carrying the Landing Level tramway to a raised point for tipping ore from tram tubs to the 
dressing floor. A second tip was also needed, for emptying tram tubs of excavation spoil 
into tubs on an intermediate level tramway, perhaps also laid on excavation spoil, for 
taking to the Black Hillock. Tipping the spoil allowed any valuable lumps of ore to be 
picked. The general use of such tips past 1856. Tips continued to be used, and in the 
1880s they feature in the J. Thomas photo of the mine, held by the National Library of 
Wales and included in The Snailbeach District Railways (2017), pp.46­47.

A Lancaster University (LU) study report (1990) concludes that mine plans of 1872 and 
the Ordnance Survey County Series maps of 1881 and 1901 depict the existing retaining 
wall running west from the crusher house, and that ‘a complex pattern of earlier retaining 
walls may survive behind this wall.’ The SCC archaeologists support this view, stating: 
‘As surmised by Lancaster survey, the existing retaining wall which runs between the 
Crusher House complex and the Manager’s Office masks an earlier wall on the same 
alignment, whose eastern end is visible in the recess between the crusher house and the 
present retaining wall.’ If so, any earlier retaining walls, perhaps including those of 
Harrison’s 1848 development, will be buried under spoil forming the Old Shaft area 
platform. 

6. Pumping and winding machinery

6.1 The 1784 fire engine – direct pumping
After a year’s mining, the partnership’s Minutes of 1782 had recorded the concern over 
‘the exorbitant expenses attending the horse engine’ and following this that 
‘Consequently, upon the most mature deliberation, it was unanimously determined to 
erect a fire engine.’  By 1784, the first known steam engine at Snailbeach, an atmospheric 
or ‘fire’ engine, had been installed for draining the workings. 

In early 1784, William Lovett’s diary recorded that the engine was working, but 
had teething troubles. He noted on Sunday 29 February: ‘The engine at its full power 
and the Water gaining every minute; about 10 o’clock one of the rods broke which caused 
the engine to stand an Hour and half.’Further entries state: Sunday 21 March: ‘The 
Engine upon the blast since 10 o'clock Saturday night drawing the water out of Butler’s 
Sump.’ The work of installing a new pumping system then continued. 23 March: ‘Mr. 
Sergt employed in putting the Pumps in the engine pit.’ 25 March: ‘Sergt. and his men 
placing the new and removing the old pumps’ 26 March: ‘Mr. Nailor and Mr. Sergt going 
down to the pumps: they hope that with what they fix to­day will make 23 yards.’ 

By 16 April much had been done in commissioning the engine and pumps: ‘Jn. 
Butler and John Dewin lacing the engine pit which they compleat tomorrow; the engine is 
much lighter, works extremely pleasant and draws a deal more water than it did before.’ 
All appears to have been settled by August, when on Thursday 26th Lovett reported the 
‘Masons taking the scaffolds down from the engine chimney.’
Trials only of pumping are described, suggesting that this was a direct acting engine for 
pumping only. Combined pumping and winding would have been unlikely, as in 1784 
rotative engine building needed for winding was in its infancy.
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6.2 The 1784 fire engine – possible location 
There are compelling clues to this engine’s possible site. After studying the old office 
complex close to Old Shaft, the SCC archaeologists reported that ground plan is about 
right for a Boulton & Watt­type direct acting engine, and the south­east facing wall is 
thick enough to be the bob­wall carrying the beam. They also noted that the Ordnance 
Survey County Series maps (1st & 2nd editions – see March 2022 instalment for a 1st 
edition map extract) show a square structure outside and against the centre of this wall. 
Where pumping engines are known, this indicates pumping shaft brickwork. But the J. 
Thomas photo (to be included in the final instalment) shows that the area in question has 
been filled and paved, with square steps to the office door, which might be what the maps 
show. The other evidence is valid though, and the infill would account for a shaft not 
being found during the 1990s conservation work.

There is other significant archaeology underground. In 2011, SCMC members 
explored the 112 Yard Level as far as George’s Shaft, and the club Trip Report noted a 
chamber north of the level at George’s Shaft, with two drifts off it and a shaft coming 
down to each. Both might descend further than the 112 Yard Level, and George’s Shaft 
certainly does, since Henry Dennis sank it to 252 yards for winding the miners’ cages in 
1872. LU and the SCC archaeologists confirm that there are only two shafts known at the 
surface in this small area, identified by LU as ‘Old Shaft (or Ladder or George’s Shaft)’ 
and the ‘Shaft near Old Shaft’ – a ladder shaft down to 40 yards only, which now has a 
shaft marker over it.

This raises several questions. With only two shafts known at the surface there and 
the ladder shaft descending only to 40 yards, does the underground evidence indicate a 
third shaft, and down to at least 112 yards? Could one be a shaft next to the Blacksmith’s 
Shop engine house? Might one also be a pumping shaft next to the old office, where the 
archaeologists suggest, for a direct acting pumping engine? Much work would be needed 
on the surface and underground to establish the facts.

To be continued

Part 4, to appear next month, will include sections 6.3 to 11 and conclude the 
serialisation.

Schematic cross-section of 
Snailbeach mine showing the 
importance of the New Engine 
Shaft development. Before 1848 
ore and mine water was raised 
manually to 192 yards at Old 
Shaft.
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Key Phone Numbers
Pont'ry & Worthen Med 01743 790325
Westbury Medical Centre 01743 884727
Bishop’s C'le Med Pract 01588 638285
Montgomery Med Pract 01686 668217
Royal Shrewsbury Hospit 01743261000
NHS Non­Emergency Helpline111
Samaritans Helpline 116 123
Shrop Customer Services 0345 6789000
Shrop Council Benefit 0345 6789002
Shrop Council Welfare 0345 6789078
Shrop C'cil Bereavement 0345 6783028
National Grid 800 6783105
Environment Agency 0800 807060
Severn Trent Water 0800 7834444
Shrop Highways 0345 6789006
Shrop Citizens Advice 0808 2787894
Shrop Rural Support 0300 1232825
RABC 0800 1884444
Farming Community Net 01788 510866
Universal Credit Helpline 0800 3285644
Child Benefit Helpline 0300 2003100
Pensions Helpline 0800 7310469
Business Support Help0300 4563565
Keep Shrop Warm 0800 1123743
Barnabas Money Advice 07507 663251
A4U 01743 539201
Age UK Shrop, 01743 233123
Just Credit Union ( 01743 252325
Christians Ag'st Poverty 01274 760720
Shrewsbury Samaritans 0330 0945717
Shrop Mind 01743 368647
Alzheimer’s Soc Shrop01952 250392
Shrop Dom'tic Abuse Ser 0300 3031191
Snailbeach Village Hall07815 733730
John's Shop 01743 790594

HEATHER’S  REPORT  FOR  MAY  2024

How  to  claim  for  pothole  damage

The  standards  of  our  roads  sti l l   leave  much  to  be  desired  and  many 

people  have  complained  to  me  how  difficult  i t  can  be  to  claim  for 

damages  to  your  car  or  cycle.

Ring  Customer  Services  –  03456  789000  –  and  ask  for  a  claim  form.  

They  do  give  advice  on  the  phone  but  usually  turn   you  down.   Don’t 

be  fobbed  off.   Persevere.

You  wil l   need  to:  

I .                             Get  the  history  of  the  pothole.   The  length  of  time  they  have 

known  about  i t  and  not  done  anything  is  important.   The  ‘FixMyStreet’  

website  gives  quite  a  bit  of  information  if  you  put  in   the  approximate 

postcode.   Dates  of  reporting  can  also  be  found  there  and  the 

reference  number

I I .                         Get  a  picture  of  the  road  and  of  the  damage.   You  wil l   also 

need  a  bi l l   for  the  damage  repair.  

I   may  also  be  able  to  help  with   reporting  dates  if  you  are  stuck.   I  

have  several   references  for  the  potholes  and  some  emails  to  the 

technician.   Do  come  back  to  me  if  you  need  to.  

Post  Office  Outreach

Despite  pressure  on  the  Post  Office  from  local   residents  and  myself 

The  Outreach  Services  from  Pontesbury  Post  Office  at  Marton 

Vil lage  Hall   and  Stiperstones  Inn  ended  on  Monday  20th  May.   We 

have  had  the  Shropshire  Star  write  an  article  in   support  and  Radio 

Shropshire  with   us  for  the  last  session.   The  whole  closure  process 

has  been  shambolic  with   no  meaningful   consultation  happening.   We 

are  asking  for  the  post  office  to  be  given  a  better  time  slot  on   a  day 

further  into  the  week.   Lunchtimes  would  be  easier  for  many  local  

people  who  use  the  service.

Bishop’s  Castle  Opening

A  date  has  been  set  to  reopen  the  beds  at  Bishop’s  Castle  Hospital! ! !

I t  is  1 5th   July  and  nursing  staff  wil l   be  on  site  getting  ready  from  1 st 

July.

Road  Closure

B4386  Westbury  to  Nox  and  B4386  Westbury  to  Winsley.   ­   1 0th   June 

to  2nd  July  2024.   Monday  to  Saturday  09:30  ­   1 6:00

This  is  for  stud  removal,   surface  dressing,   sweeping  and  white 

l ining  .   The  558  bus  wil l   be  al lowed  through

 

Best  wishes

Heather

Heather  Kidd.   Shropshire  Council lor 
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Update on rural burglaries and thefts 
At the end of March, seven men were arrested as part of an operation 
targeting serious and organised crime across Shropshire.
The seven warrants were carried out at the same time by officers from 
West Mercia Police and Dyfed Powys Police following an eight month 
investigation into rural crime in the area. 
The warrants targeted four addresses in Broseley, one in Cross Houses, 
one in Donnington and one in Shrewsbury. These were thanks to 
intelligence that was passed over to detectives in Shropshire following 
a massive spike in burglaries and thefts from farms and rural 
businesses over the last 18 months. 
Six of the men have been charged with conspiracy to commit burglary 
and conspiracy to steal in Shropshire and Powys.
    • Freddie Conway, aged 24, of Barratts Hill, Broseley
    • Thomas Nutt, aged 26, of Bridgnorth Road, Broseley
    • Ryan Taylor, aged 31, of Furnace Road, Telford
    • Wayne Price, aged 31, of Lower House, Cross Houses
    • Christopher Downes, aged 34, of Harper Avenue, Wolverhampton
    • Andrew Baker, aged 35, of Wilkinson Avenue, Broseley 
Three members of this gang have now been remanded in custody for 
the foreseeable due to continuous court bail breaches.   
These arrests have seen a dramatic fall in reported burglaries and 
thefts in the area. 
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"The  Marches  Choir  presents  a  concert  performance  of  excerpts  from 

Georges  Bizet’s  ‘Carmen’   ­   Sunday  30th   June  at  7.30pm.   The  choir,   together 

with   opera  singers  from  Aberystwyth,   wi l l   present  al l   the  main   musical  

h ighl ights  of  this  thri l l ing   opera  in   the  magnificent  bal lroom  at  Walcot  Hall ,  

Lydbury  North.   The  concert  wi l l   feature  some  of  the  best  known  and  loved  of 

al l   operatic  arias  including   Habanera  and  Seguidi l la,   the  Flower  Song  and  the 

Toreador  Song.   Tickets  (£1 5,   chi ldren   and  students  free)   are  avai lable  from 

07779  314609,   onl ine  via  www.ticketsource.co.uk,   or  on   the  door."
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Have a go at Archery

Travelling on the A49, just this 
side of Church Stretton, have 
you ever wondered about the 
field with all those archery 
targets in it? Well, it is the home 
of Long Mynd Archers, one of 
the most successful, and 
certainly friendliest, archery 
clubs in the area. As part of a 
national scheme the club is 
offering the chance for anyone 
to try the sport for themselves. 
On Saturday mornings, on 8 
June, 13 July and 10 August, for 
a small charge of £10 you will 
be advised and helped by 
County and National Coaches 
and experienced archers, some 
of whom you may already know 
as many club members live in 
this area. For more details see a 
copy of the accompanying flier, 
which you may have already 
seen displayed at various 
venues nearby.

Wednesday  June  5th:   Visit  to  the  privately­owned  flower­rich   Hope  Valley  SSSI   meadows  with   the  CWG’s  Plant 
Group.   Meet  at  Holt  Farm,   Hope,   Minsterley,   Shrewsbury  SY5  0JB.   Drive  through  the  gate  after  you   turn   off  the 
main   road,   and  somebody  wil l   be  there  to  wave  you  into  the  parking  area.   Grid   ref:   SJ   340  01 2  What3Words:   /// 
redeeming.zebra. imparting  Email   cassy.clayton@naturalengland.org.uk
Saturday  June  8th:  Visit  to  the  meadows  at  Hurdley  Hall,   Hurdley,   Churchstoke  SY15  6DY.  2.30  –  5.00  p.m.   Led  by 
the  owner,   Simon  Cain.   Tea/coffee  and  cakes  provided.  Hurdley  Hall  (SY15  6DY)  can  be  found  off  a  small  turning  off 
the  A489  (Craven  Arms  to  Newtown  road)  about  1  mile  east  of  Churchstoke.     The  turning  is  signed  to  Hurdley  and 
will  be  marked  by  a  big  yellow  ‘Garden  Opening  for  Charity’  sign  on  the  side  of  the  road.       Any  problems,  call  Simon 
on  07958  915115.   Parking  limited,   so  please  car  share.
Sunday  June  9th:   Formal   launch  of  the  Minsterley  Meadows  appeal.   For  detai ls  see  https://
middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/minsterley­meadows­events/
Saturday  June  15th:  Oswestry  Green  Day.   For  details  see  https://www.oswestry­tc.gov.uk/council_events/green­
day/ 
Saturday  June  22nd:   1 2  noon  to  11   p.m.   The  Real   Hay  Festival,   Hanging  Gardens,   Newchapel,   Nr.   Llanidloes  SY18 
6LH.   Organised  by  Handpowered  and  Mid  Wales  Meadow  Makers.   For  detai ls  see  https://www.l lanidloes.com/gifs/
Hay2024.pdf

Sunday  June  30th:  10.30  –  3.00  Visit  to  Weo  Farm,  Rowton,   Aston  on  Clun,   Craven  Arms,   SY7  0NZ–  farm  tour  and 

discussion  of  the  next  steps  for  developing  meadows  managed  by  cattle  grazing.   (GR  SO  413  802,   What3Words:  /// 

rainfall.pilots.sunblock)

Events in June
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An easy and a 
fiendish puzzle today. Lead was the pricipal product from 

the Snailbeach mines, processed by 
roasting the ore Galena.
Lead has been known to, and used 
by, humans for many centuries. This 
long history is reflected in the image 
by the use of an early alchemical 
symbol for lead and carved Ancient 
Roman characters.
Appearance
A dull, silvery-grey metal. It is soft 
and easily worked into sheets.
Uses
This easily worked and corrosion-
resistant metal has been used for 
pipes, pewter and paint since Roman 
times. It has also been used in lead 
glazes for pottery and, in this 
century, insecticides, hair dyes and 
as an anti-knocking additive for 
petrol. All these uses have now been 
banned, replaced or discouraged as 
lead is known to be detrimental to 
health, particularly that of children.
Lead is still widely used for car 
batteries, pigments, ammunition, 
cable sheathing, weights for lifting, 
weight belts for diving, lead crystal 
glass, radiation protection and in 
some solders.
It is often used to store corrosive 
liquids. It is also sometimes used in 
architecture, for roofing and in 
stained glass windows.
Biological role
Lead has no known biological role. It 
can accumulate in the body and 
cause serious health problems. It is 
toxic, teratogenic (disturbs the 
development of an embryo or foetus) 
and carcinogenic.
Daily intake of lead from all sources 
is about 0.1 milligrams. The average 
human body stores about 120 
milligrams of lead in the bones.
Natural abundance At least 40% of 
lead in the UK is recycled from 
secondary sources such as scrap 
batteries and pipes.
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Snailbeach White Stars
Final result of the season
White Stars 2 - 1 Coracle

Congratulations to Matty Pinches for completing 
the 2024 Edinburgh Marathon for NEC UK
Fundraising for NEC UK 
(Necrotising Enterocolitis)

Go to the White Stars Facebook page for a link to 
the Just Giving page.

We have 14 spaces remaining in our Euro 2024 
sweepstake which need to be filled ahead of the 
draw. Due to strong uptake, this would leave us 
with 3 entrants per country, and so the prize pot 
per winner is the same but the amount going to 
the club is trebled which would be a fantastic 
help. 
Please let me know if you’d like to take part and 
I’ll send you the details. We will look to do the 
draw in early June 
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Lead may be poisonous to our 
bodies but there are several metals 
that are vital to our health
-Calcium builds bones and teeth; 
activates enzymes throughout the 
body; helps regulate blood 
pressure; and helps muscles to 
contract, nerves to send messages, 
and blood to clot.
-Chromium helps maintain normal 
blood sugar levels and helps cells 
draw energy from blood sugar.
-Copper assists with metabolizing 
fuel, making red blood cells, 
regulating neurotransmitters, and 
mopping up free radicals.
-Iron helps make hemoglobin (the 
oxygen-carrying chemical in the 
body's red blood cells) and 
myoglobin (a protein in muscle 
cells). Iron is essential for 
activating certain enzymes and for 
making amino acids, collagen, 
neurotransmitters, and hormones.
-Magnesium, like calcium, builds 
bones and teeth. It also helps to 
regulate blood pressure and blood 
sugar and enables muscles to 
contract, nerves to send messages, 
blood to clot, and enzymes to 
work.
-Manganese helps form bones and 
helps metabolize amino acids, 
cholesterol, and carbohydrates.
-Molybdenum activates several 
enzymes that break down toxins 
and prevents the buildup of 
harmful sulfites in the body.
-Potassium balances fluids in the 
body, helps to maintain a steady 
heartbeat and to make muscles 
contract, and may benefit bones 
and blood pressure.
-Sodium balances fluids in the 
body, helps send nerve impulses, 
and helps make muscles contract.
-Zinc helps blood clot, helps make 
proteins and DNA, bolsters the 
immune system, and helps with 
wound healing and cell division.
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552/553 Bishops Castle Stiperstones Shrewsbury
Monday - Friday
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552/553 
Saturday
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