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Thank you to everyone who baked cakes, brought items for sale and made 
donations – and to the many people who turned up to support us on the 1st of 
April. It was a great turnout, we raised over £1400 ( this included a very generous 
donation of £500 from a family connected to Saint Lukes).

The hamper containing various items and a large owl door. Was won by Kath 
Stokes with the name flash – she was delighted.
 Thank you all for being so generous.  Joan Evans   (editor's fault for late entry)

Well we fared badly in the Eurovision 
Song Concert, but Man City and West 
Ham are still in with a chance of 
European trophies.
Europe never seems out of the news 
these days although someone told me 
we had left.
Elections in Turkey and Greece don't 
seem to be bringing stability.  Italy 
has had their worst floods for years.  
Workers are demonstrating in France 
and Belgium and of course the war we 
never thought would happen again 
brings misery and destruction to a 
beautiful country.  
Despite all this our trivia looks at 
where to go and what to see and do, 
now we can travel again.

It is with great sadness and overwhelming loss that we have to announce the 
passing of another one of our loved ones. Having lost our youngest daughter Jennie 
in August 2022, aged 40 years. We are now having to bear the loss of our only son 
Ian, who passed away peacefully on Monday, May 8 this year, after a long fought 
battle, age, 47 years.

The funeral will take place at Shrewsbury crematorium 
on Saturday, June 24 at 10:45 am.

All family and friends are welcome to join us as we say our 
final goodbye and if you could wear a splash of red, it would 
be appreciated as Ian was an avid Liverpool supporter.

 RIP Ian xx

Broken hearted, Mum, Dad & Sister, Dave and June Groves, 
Gail & family, Robbie, Kiera and Lewis, Jennie‘s children.
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Tankerville  Pottery  and 
Gallery
we  offer

an  excellent  collection  of

Paintings,  Crystals,  Stoneware,  Pottery' 

Oven  to  Tableware,  Bread  Crocks

Super  Presents  at  Reasonable  Prices

Find us at Tankerville Hollow, 
Pennerley, SY5 0NB
Tel 01743 791 580

view our on-line gallery at 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

France is the most visited country in the world, and for good reason. It oozes 
culture and style, features the most iconic landmarks (hello, 
Eiffel Tower) and has incredible food and wine everywhere you 
go. 
There’s nothing like walking by a bakery and breathing in 
baguettes. What’s even better is being able to walk in and buy a 
warm, crusty loaf or a croissant for less than a Euro.
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Dear all

Well, wasn't the coronation rather marvellous? A feast for the eyes if you enjoy pomp and 

ceremony like I do; the Guards in perfect formation, the music, (especially Zadok the Priest 

during Charles' Anointing), the significance of the various regalia and what they meant and 

signified - I found it brought me out of myself and the humdrum of the present day and instead 

into a kind of mysterious enchantment where images of our medieval past walked and the wall 

between the physical and the spiritual felt thinner - there was even the rumoured appearance of a 

ghost!

It's important to be "re-enchanted", to remember that promises to liege lords and spurs and 

swords don't have to be dismissed as childish fantasies, but can speak to us today of how we are 

to stand up for justice and righteousness, for God and King these things still have meaning. Don't 

let the greyness which imbues so much of modern life get you down - step into the colour, 

embrace it and let the kings and queens, knights and maidens walk with you as you go about 

your day. If you let them, then they generally point to a deeper reality, a "deeper magic" of God 

and mystery made present in Jesus Christ.

Richard Lonsdale

Allen  Marsden

Congratulations to Allen Marsden who has been elected as the new PCC Secretary for St 

George’s; and thanks again to Val Butterworth for all her hard work over many years.

Spring  Harvest

The group that attended Spring Harvest in Skegness just after Easter universally had a great 

time. Therefore, we are planning a further trip next year, 1-5 April 2024. If you would like to know 

more about what a trip to Spring Harvest entails, please speak to someone who attended. To 

reserve a place, please contact Greg and if you would like a place on a coach Susan Lockwood.  

We need people to make a decision by the end of May, since booking lines open in June and it is 

expected to sell out very quickly.

Cliffdale

Church services at Cliffdale have switched to the first Wednesday of the month at 11 a.m. 

Songs  of  Praise

We have all been warmly invited by Pontesbury Baptist Church to a Songs of Praise evening on 

Sunday June 4th at 6.30 p.m. We have had a wonderful time on previous occasions. Do join us if 

you can.

WELCOME  TO  STIPERSTONES 

CHURCHES

The churches are Holy Trinity 
Minsterley, Holy Trinity Hope, All Saints' 
Shelve and St Mary's Habberley with a 
festival church at St Luke's Snailbeach.
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Crowning Glory has 
relocated !!

Val is now working from 
" The Old Store " formerly 

Hair by Sue, Station Rd, 
Pontesbury.

Wednesday,  Thursday, Friday. 
Tel 07768402491
or 01743 790414
For an appointment. 

I look forward to welcoming 
old customers and new .

Italy’s history goes back thousands of years and the legacy 
of that long and often tempestuous past can be found 
throughout the country. It’s not difficult to imagine why Italy 
always fascinates tourists.  Driving along the stunning 
coasts of the Amalfi and the Cinque Terre; strolling through 
cities and towns like Rome, Milan, Venice, Verona, Naples 
and Florence,  and  with so many more culinary secrets to 
discover and countless wines to taste!
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40+

Advertise Here
sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk

01743 791999
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Parish Magazine Article Reflecting on the Coronation

I am writing this article, with memories of last month’s coronation of King 
Charles III and the subsequent bank holiday still fresh in my mind. The 
ceremony, steeped in the history of our nation, unfolded in Westminster 
Abbey, capturing the attention of tens of millions of people both in the United 
Kingdom and abroad. The constitutional monarchy, with the King at its helm, 
stands as a testament to the enduring traditions and values of our country.

King Charles III's ascension to the throne marked the culmination of the longest-ever apprenticeship for 
becoming our Head of State. At the age of 74 when most individuals are well into their retirement, he 
embarks on his reign, building an example of his mother the late Queen and his own experience as her 
heir for over 50 years. 

One of his most effective contributions was his founding of the Prince's Trust in 1976. This charity helped 
over a million young people in their education, training, and securing employment. His commitment to this 
cause reflects his genuine concern for the wellbeing and future of younger generations.

The King has travelled extensively since 1966, representing our nation and fostering relationships with 
other countries and their people. His wealth of experience in international relations and diplomacy has 
made him one of the most seasoned practitioners in the world. While his approach may not always be the 
most tactful, his undeniable convening power and sense of humour have helped him win over sceptics and 
initiate positive change.

Transcending politics, King Charles III has been a vocal advocate for causes that reach beyond party lines, 
such as environmental preservation. Long before it became popular, he championed environmental 
issues, showcasing his foresight and commitment to addressing critical global challenges.

On the eve of the coronation, the King and Queen visited Parliament, spending a couple of hours 
engaging with MPs, Peers, and parliamentary staff. This gesture exemplified the vital importance of mutual 
respect between the Monarch and Parliament, a cornerstone of our constitutional settlement. The 
presence of politicians from all political persuasions, eager to congratulate their Majesties, underscored the 
respect and support that our new King aims to earn from the British people.

The coronation itself was a magnificent occasion, seamlessly blending centuries of tradition with the 
realities of the modern world. The event was witnessed by an average of 18 million viewers in the UK 
alone, highlighting the enduring fascination with royal ceremonies. It also demonstrated how technology 
has transformed our ability to experience and engage with such historic moments.

Amidst the grandeur and tradition, efforts were made to ensure that modern Britain was also represented 
and celebrated. The inclusion of the King and Queen's blended family in the service, as well as 
representatives of other faiths, showcased a message of diversity and inclusion. Historic firsts, such as the 
participation of women bishops, girl choristers and a female Lord President of the Council bearing a 
ceremonial sword for nearly an hour reflected the evolving nature of our society.

In total, 5,000 armed forces personnel and 19 military bands took part. Despite the very English weather - 
constant rain - there was a celebratory atmosphere on The Mall, with periodic Mexican waves and police 
officers being cheered. Around six protesters, who were unloading a van of placards, were arrested. In 
total, the Metropolita Police said they arrested 64 people for affray, public order offenses, breach of the 
peace, and conspiracy to cause a public nuisance around the Coronation, some based on active 
intelligence. 

While hundreds of thousands of the assembled crowd came out to cheer the King, there was also a very 
small protest from Republic, the group campaigning to abolish the monarchy and replace it with an elected 
head of state. 

The street parties and gun salutes played their part, and members of the public including here in 
Shropshire, found idiosyncratic ways to celebrate. From plates piled high with cake to Coronation chicken 
and quiche, with miles of bunting decorating our shops and streets, across the bank holiday weekend 
more than 3,000 street parties took place in England alone. Twenty towns in Shropshire, including seven 
here in the South, put up commemorative plaques on public buildings. In so many ways, the Coronation 
showed just how important the monarchy remains to most of us.

Rt Hon Philip Dunne MP’s Westminster Office
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Spain has a rich and diverse culture that reflects its long and 
varied history. From its ancient Roman and Moorish heritage to 
its modern artistic and literary movements, Spain offers a wealth 
of cultural attractions for every taste.  You can admire the 
stunning architecture of the Alhambra in Granada, the Sagrada 
Familia in Barcelona, or the Plaza Mayor in Madrid.
Spain is made up of some of the most popular beach holiday destinations in 
Europe including those found on the Costa Del Sol, Tenerife, the Balearic Islands, 
the Costa Blanca, and Barcelona.
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Apply for your trade stall at the
Hay Meadow Festival 
Saturday 15th July
11am - 7pm
at the Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre
A fun filled family day to celebrate wildflower meadows 
and their wealth of wildlife. Guided meadow walks, 
family activities, have a go at scything, bio blitz and 
talks tent, arts ‘n’ crafts,  music, BBQ and bar.  
Trade stalls must be in keeping with the hay meadow 
theme... local country crafts & rural skills, face-painting, 
cakes and bakes…
Around 500 people attended previous festivals.
Trade stall cost is £30. 
Space is limited and stalls will be selected for relevance 
and spread of interest. 
You will need to provide your own gazebo, table and 
chair, and have the relevant public liability insurance. 

To apply, please contact
Tammy Shurmer at the Discovery Centre via post or 
email 
by Wednesday 31st May: 
tammy.shurmer@growcooklearn.co.uk 
For further information, please give us a call on 01588 
676060

Facts about Europe
The European continent is located completely in the northern hemisphere and 
mainly in the eastern hemisphere. Europe borders onto the Arctic Ocean in 
the North, the Atlantic Ocean in the west and the Mediterranean Sea in the 
South.
There are 50 countries in Europe with a total of more than 748 million people 
living on the continent in 2021. 
The European part of Russia covers more area than any other country.
The Vatican City is the smallest country not only in Europe, but also in the 
world. The city state, an enclave within Italy, is the smallest country both by 
population and  size.
The biggest island on the European continent is Great Britain. 
Hum in Croatia is the smallest town not only in Europe but in the world. The 
town has only 30 inhabitants.
Istanbul, the biggest city in Turkey is commonly referred to as Europe's 
largest city. However, Istanbul is located on two continents: the western part 
belongs to Europe while the eastern parts belongs to the Asian continent. 
Istanbul houses about 17 million people.  However, the most populous city 
that is located entirely in Europe is Moscow. (cont on P23)
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Germany is popular for its rich history . There is so much to explore; Germany 
has more than 42 UNESCO World Heritage sites which makes the country a major 
tourist attraction.  There are treasure troves across the country  
from the  castles to the well-preserved city centres that date 
back to the medieval era.  Although the  fairy tale style castles 
are Germany’s most visited landmarks, Berlin  offers you a 
glimpse of more modern times with  the remnants of the Berlin 
Wall and the night life of 'Cabaret'.  The illuminated Christmas 
markets attract shoppers from all over the world.

GARDEN FURNITURE 
WHEELBARROW PLANTERS

HERB PLANTER TABLES
BIRD NESTING BOXES

Small Workshop Storage!!!  New use for Oak Barrels

Call Graham: 01743 790115

Email : servatory@hotmail.com
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The Long Mynd and Stiperstones Shuttle Bus returns this summer 
with a new route, new timetable and new fare chart.  This is in response to local 
demand, and to provide a new attraction for the area, that links more of our 
delightful villages. 

We are trialling a new ‘Round the Mynd’ circuit, which include stops at Plowden, 
Myndtown and Wentnor, opening up exciting new walking possibilities for 
passengers. We have also made the decision to trial a different ticketing system - 
the bus will run with a greatly reduced and simplified ticket pricing scheme, but 
will no longer be free to concessionary bus pass holders.

We hope the new service will be welcomed by regular users of the old service, 
attract new users, and provide new ways to enjoy this outstanding landscape. We 
have set ourselves the target of 40 passengers a day to make the service 
sustainable for the longer term.

We’d like to thank all users who have given us their views on the bus and have 
helped us keep the service running. Thanks also to Church Stretton Town Council, 
The National Trust, Natural England and Shropshire Council for providing the 
grants to subsidise the service. We hope you enjoy it, see you on the bus!

www.shropshirehillsshuttles.co.uk

Ticketing

We’ve taken the decision 
to charge for all tickets, 
although these will be at a 
significantly reduced 
price.

    Adult single ticket £2 
for one stop, and £4 for a 
multi-stop. 
    Adult Day Rover £5, 
(allows you to hop on and 
off any service, all day)
    Child Day Rover £3 
(allows you to hop on and 
off any service, all day)
    Family Day Rover (2 
adults + up to 3 children) 
£10.00, additional child £3
    Season ticket  £50 
(allowing unlimited travel 
throughout the season)

The timetable is too big to show here, the outward shuttle leaves Snailbeach at 
11:48 and 16:18.  Buses leave All Stretton at 09:50 and 14:25.
See the website for all options .
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STRENGTH & 
STABILITY CLASS 
FOR AGES 60+ 

Tuesdays 9.30am—10.30am 
at Minsterley Parish Hall 

   
Thursdays 10.00am—11.00am 

at The Pavilion Community Hub, 
Pontesbury 

Booking is essential. 
   

Contact Dan Lewis on 
 07904 338 791

or

 danlewisfitness@btinternet.com 

Greece is literally a vast archaeological site, with more than 100 
outstanding remains that attract hundreds of thousands of visitors 
each year from all over the world.  The country’s unique light, the 
endless blue colour of the sea and the islands have made Greece 
synonymous with summer holidays. The country has almost 
16,000km of coastline – offering countless small beaches and 

charming bays. Half of its coastline is on the mainland, while the rest can be found 
on the thousands of Greek islands.
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Sabrina Mobile Library
The van comes to our 
area on alternate 
Wednesdays
14th and 28th June
Hope Village Hall 1.00pm

Snailbeach  Hall 2.00pm

Stiperstones Inn 2.30pm

Tankerville Pottery 3.15pm

Shelve Lower Farm 3.45pm

Pontesbury Open Hours
Mon 10.00 - 1.00

Tues 10.00-1.00, 2.00 - 5.00

Thur 2.00 - 5.00

Sat 10.00 - 1.00

Closed Wed & Fri

Pontesbury Gardeners’ News

This is the time of year when you can sit back for a while and enjoy your 

garden. The last frost should have been and gone, and summer bedding 

planted out, the hanging baskets and pots placed outside where they look 

the best, and the fruit bushes starting to bear their crops. Pontesbury 

Gardeners Association have developed a mixture of various composts and 

growing media specifically for hanging baskets and patio pots: this is 

PonGarMix (Pontesbury Gardeners Mixture), and comes in reasonable sized, 

and reasonably priced, bags.

Work isn’t over entirely as the pots and baskets need watering and the 

weeds are also growing. You also need to feed your flowers and veg crops to 

ensure that you get the best from both. Tomato food is a good general 

purpose food for flowers and fruit, and at 

the Trading Post we have other feeds for 

particular groups of plants. We have a good 

stock of netting to protect your crops from 

pests that would eat them before you get 

the chance.

The Trading Post, in station Road, is open 

every Saturday from 9.30 to 12 noon.
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  Reflecting  on  the  Coronation

by  Leo  Smith

I am writing this article, with memories of last 
month’s coronation of King Charles III and 
the subsequent bank holiday still fresh in my 
mind. The ceremony, steeped in the history 
of our nation, unfolded in Westminster 
Abbey, capturing the attention of tens of 
millions of people both in the United 
Kingdom and abroad. The constitutional 
monarchy, with the King at its helm, stands 
as a testament to the enduring traditions and 
values of our country.

King Charles III's ascension to the throne 
marked the culmination of the longest-ever 
apprenticeship for becoming our Head of 
State. At the age of 74 when most individuals 
are well into their retirement, he embarks on 
his reign, building on the example of his 
mother the late Queen and his own 
experience as her heir for over 50 years. 

One of his most effective contributions was his founding of the Prince's Trust in 1976. 
This charity helped over a million young people in their education, training, and securing 
employment. His commitment to this cause reflects his genuine concern for the 
wellbeing and future of younger generations.

The King has travelled extensively since 1966, representing our nation and fostering 
relationships with other countries and their people. His wealth of experience in 
international relations and diplomacy has made him one of the most seasoned 
practitioners in the world. While his approach may not always be the most tactful, his 
undeniable convening power and sense of humour have helped him win over sceptics 
and initiate positive change.

Transcending politics, King Charles III has been a vocal advocate for causes that reach 
beyond party lines, such as environmental preservation. Long before it became popular, 
he championed environmental issues, showcasing his foresight and commitment to 
addressing critical global challenges.

On the eve of the coronation, the King and Queen visited Parliament, spending a 
couple of hours engaging with MPs, Peers, and parliamentary staff. This gesture 
exemplified the vital importance of mutual respect between the Monarch and 
Parliament, a cornerstone of our constitutional settlement. The presence of politicians 
from all political persuasions, eager to congratulate their Majesties, underscored the 
respect and support that our new King aims to earn from the British people.
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The coronation itself was a magnificent 
occasion, seamlessly blending centuries of 
tradition with the realities of the modern 
world. The event was witnessed by an 
average of 18 million viewers in the UK 
alone, highlighting the enduring fascination 
with royal ceremonies. It also demonstrated 
how technology has transformed our ability to 
experience and engage with such historic 
moments.

Amidst the grandeur and tradition, efforts 
were made to ensure that modern Britain was 
also represented and celebrated. The 
inclusion of the King and Queen's blended 
family in the service, as well as 
representatives of other faiths, showcased a 
message of diversity and inclusion. Historic 
firsts, such as the participation of women 
bishops, girl choristers and a female Lord 
President of the Council bearing a 
ceremonial sword for nearly an hour reflected 
the evolving nature of our society.

In total, 5,000 armed forces personnel and 19 military bands took part. Despite the very 
English weather - constant rain - there was a celebratory atmosphere on The Mall, with 
periodic Mexican waves and police officers being cheered. Around six protesters, who 
were unloading a van of placards, were arrested. In total, the Metropolitan Police said 
they arrested 64 people for affray, public order offences, breach of the peace, and 
conspiracy to cause a public nuisance around the Coronation, some based on active 
intelligence. 

While hundreds of thousands of the assembled crowd came out to cheer the King, 
there was also a very small protest from Republic, the group campaigning to abolish the 
monarchy and replace it with an elected head of state. 

The street parties and gun salutes played their part, and members of the public 
including here in Shropshire, found idiosyncratic ways to celebrate. From plates piled 
high with cake to Coronation chicken and quiche, with miles of bunting decorating our 
shops and streets, across the bank holiday weekend more than 3,000 street parties 
took place in England alone. Twenty towns in Shropshire, including seven here in the 
South, put up commemorative plaques on public buildings. In so many ways, the 
Coronation showed just how important the monarchy remains to most of us.
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Austria is known for its rich culture, history, and architecture. 
From castles to cathedrals, Austria has many attractions to 
offer. Whether you want to hike, ski, or just relax in a spa, 
Austria has something for every traveller. 
Vienna is one of the best reasons to visit’ it is not only famous 
for its history and architecture but has also been named the 
city with the best quality of life several years in a row. 
Viennese coffee house culture is preserved as a UNESCO world heritage with 
many still following the tradition of the 19th century.



19June 2023



20 June 2023

werlee10@gmail.com

Hair  and  Nails 
by  Avril

at  Richardson's  Salon
Main  road,   Pontesbury

Mon  Tues  Weds  Sat
Tel  01743  790386

Local  mobile
  service  available

Thursday  only  
Tel  01743  791274

Belgium is famous for its rich history, diamond industry, three 
official languages, complex system of governance, and wide 
variety of beers, waffles, and chocolates. Belgium is also 
known for its medieval towns, creative minds, music festivals, 
quirky attractions, and cartoon characters.  Belgium’s main 
city is the Capital of Europe and its second-largest town – the 
Diamond Capital of the World, its turbulent history has earned 

the country the nickname The Battlefield of Europe.
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Thefts 
There has been a recent spike in thefts and attempted thefts of 
trailers, currently in the Church Stretton and Wenlock areas but it’s 
likely other areas will be targeted. On 13th May an offending 
vehicle got stuck whilst attempting to take a trailer near Kenley 
(Wenlock), the offending vehicle has been seized but the offenders 
made off.  If you own a trailer please take some of the following 
precautions 
    • Parking the trailer in a secure location where it can’t be seen 
from the road or rights of way. 
    • When not in use, park or place something in front of the trailer 
so it cannot be moved.
    • Secure the trailer with a chain or steel cable to a strong anchor 
point. 
    • Use a wheel lock and/or hitch lock
    • Make the trailer unique to you so it stands out, this can be 
done by putting the farm/stable name on the side or using a motif 
or logo. This will act as a deterrent and make it easily identifiable
    • You could put your vehicle registration on the roof of your 
vehicle, this can be done by oil based paint or there are kits you 
can buy with vinyl lettering.
    • Take photographs of the vehicle from all angles, include close 
ups of any unique markings such as scratches, dents, scuffs and 
any security markings and keep them in a safe place to give to the 
police to help them identify the vehicle if it is stolen.
    • Consider fitting a tracker that will notify you if the trailer is 
moved and allow you to track it and pass the information to the 
police. 
Please report any suspicious vehicles on 101, online or by emailing 
the local policing team
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The Netherlands is famous for its capital city, Amsterdam, 
windmills and tulips. The Netherlands is also known for being 
the world’s second-largest exporter of food and beer. The Dutch 
locals are keen cyclists with laid back attitudes and quirky 
habits. The world’s tallest people live there, and they love 
cheese and soccer!
The Dutch love bikes so much that the people are outnumbered 
by their favourite mode of transport. There are 22 million bikes 
and only 17 million people.
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(from P13) Monaco., the principality bordering the Mediterranean is the most 
densely populated country in the world.
Kazakhstan is the largest landlocked country in Europe and in the world. 18 
million people live in Kazakhstan which is among the ten biggest countries in 
the world.
Mount Elbrus in Russia (5,642 m/ 18,510 ft) is the highest mountain in 
Europe. The mountain is part of the Caucasus mountain range. The highest 
peak in the European Alps is Mont Blanc. The mountain which is 4,810 m/ 
15,781 ft high sits on the border of Italy and France. The Alps are also the 
longest and highest mountain range that is located entirely in Europe!
The Volga River in Russia is Europe's longest river. It is 3,692 km/ 2,295 
miles long. The Danube, flowing through ten countries, is the second longest 
river in Europe with 2,860 km/ 1,777 miles.
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Key Phone Numbers

Pontesbury & Worthen Med   01743 790325

Westbury Medical Centre 01743 884727

Bishop’s Castle Med Pract     01588 638285

Montgomery Medical Practice1686 668217

Royal Shrewsbury Hospital 01743 261000

NHS Non-Emergency Helpline 111

Samaritans Helpline 116 123

Shrop Customer Services 0345 6789000

Shrop Council Benefit 0345 6789002

Shrop Council Welfare 0345 6789078

Shrop Council Bereavement 0345 6783028

National Grid 0800 6783105

Environment Agency 0800 80 70 60

Severn Trent Water 0800 7834444

Shrop Highways 0345 6789006

Shrop Citizens Advice 0808 2787894

Shrop Rural Support 0300 1232825

RABC 0800 1884444

Farming Community Network 01788 510866

Universal Credit Helpline 0800 3285644

Child Benefit Helpline 0300 2003100

Pensions Helpline 0800 7310469

Business Support Helpline 0300 4563565

Keep Shrop Warm 0800 1123743

Barnabas Money Advice 07507 663251

A4U 01743 539201

Age UK Shrop, 01743 233123

Just Credit Union ( 01743 252325

Christians Against Poverty (01274 760720

Shrewsbury Samaritans 0330 0945717

Shrop Mind 01743 368647

Alzheimer’s Society Shrop 01952 250392

Shrop Domestic Abuse Serv 0300 3031191

Heather’s Report for May 2023 
Hedgerow Removal.
Anyone removing more than 25 meters of hedgerow MUST 
apply for a licence or a form of planning permission. There 
are grants available for farmers now to restore and replace 
hedges.
Anyone removing a hedgerow in the spring could have 
committed a criminal act by destroying the nests of birds 
protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 
Penalties that can be imposed for criminal offences in 
respect of a single bird, nest or egg contrary to the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981 is an unlimited fine, up to six 
months imprisonment or both. The season for not removing 
or cutting hedges now runs from March to 31st August.

 
Marton Housing.
Having had a drop-in session some time 
ago to gauge the local housing need 
Connexus Housing Association suddenly 
announced that they were to put in a 
planning application for 10 houses. 
They will have a further meeting for 
residents in the area on Monday 22nd 
May at 4pm and 7pm. Interestingly I 
now have 3 households from the village 
of Marton looking for homes. These 
homes are for local people from the 
villages around.
 
Welsh Air Ambulance consultation
There have been 2 packed consultation 
meetings in Welshpool Town Hall. I 
attended the first. Those in charge of 
these consultations to move the 
helicopter base to North Wales now 
seem to be using some more realistic 
data. We need to keep vigilant and keep 
the pressure up on this. My colleagues 
from Bishops Castle and Churchstoke 
also attended to make sure our voices 
are heard and this service continues to 
work with our air ambulance to cover 
our area.
 
Shopping centres.
A further £4 million has been borrowed 
by Shropshire Council to progress work 
on the shopping centres. The Council is 
now endeavouring – with the help of 
consultants costing around £4 million – 
to save £1 million per week.
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An easy and a  tricky puzzle today Eurovision Song Contest is the world's biggest 

music show here are some weird facts.

There have been five barefoot winners in 

Eurovision history: Sandie Shaw (1967), Sertab 

Erener (2003), Dima Bilan (2008), Loreen (2012) 

and Emmelie De Forest (2013)

Three  of  the  songs  sent  to  Eurovision  have  been 

in  made  up  languages.   Two  of  these  entries 

have  come  from  Belgium:  Sanomi  (2003)  and  O 

Julissi  (2008);  and  one  from  the  Netherlands: 

Amambanda  (2006)

The most covered Eurovision Song Contest 

song is Domenico Mudugno's "Nel Blu Dipinto Di 

Blu" from 1958, also known as Volare. The song 

has been covered by famous stars such as Dean 

Martin, Cliff Richard, David Bowie and many 

more

The  Portuguese  song  from  1974  "E  Depois  Do 

Adeus"  started  a  revolution  in  Portugal.   The 

song  was  played  on  an  independent  radio 

station  in  Lisbon  on  24  April,   and  was  one  of  two 

secret  signals  which  alerted  the  rebel  captains 

and  soldiers  to  begin  the  Carnation  Revolution 

against  the  Estado  Novo  regime

The first Eurovision that was broadcast in color, 

was the 1968 contest at the Royal Albert Hall

Riverdance  was  first  performed  during  the 

interval  act  of  Eurovision  Song  Contest  1994.  

One  of  the  most  popular  interval  acts  in  the 

history  of  the  contest

In 1978 Jordan showed some flowers instead of 

the Israeli entry on their screening of the show. 

When Israel went on to win they pretended it 

was Belgium

Ireland  and  Sweden  holds  the  record  of  most 

victories  in  Eurovision  Song  Contest:  Seven 

victories  each!

Russia's entry "A Million Voices" from 2015 

became the first non-winning Eurovision song to 

score over 300 points

The  youngest  ever  winner  was  13­year­old 

Sandra  Kim  from  Belgium  who  won  Eurovision 

in  1986

Belarus was expelled from Eurovision 2021. The 

submitted song had lyrics with political 

undertones mocking the Belarusian pro-

democracy movement

Portugal  had  to  go  through  49  contests  to 

achieve  their  first  victory  in  2017

I  thought  we  voted  to  get  out  of  this!
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Some 70 percent of Sweden  is covered in woods and forests and there are 
almost 100, 000 lakes which make up around ten percent of the country.  
Sweden currently plants more trees than it cuts down.  It also has the most 
islands of any country in the world, with around 270 000. 
The Vikings were once here but not everyone in Sweden is tall, blonde and 
violent. 

Sweden is still known around the world for its strong traditions.  Festivals like Christmas 
and Midsummer are  celebrated with style. 



29June 2023

Colour in the map
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552/553 Bishops Castle Stiperstones Shrewsbury
Monday - Friday
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Saturday
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