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From the Editor
Its Olympic Year again.  Paris 2024.
My sister Janet loved the Olympics, no 
matter what sport.  Synchronised 
swimming, rythmic gymnastics, beach 
volley ball; she was glued to them all.  
Paris would have been easy for her, 
sensible, civilised broadcasting times.  No 
middle of the night or early morning 
sessions from Bejing or Rio.
Much Wenlock claims to have inspired the 
modern olympic era, holding games from 
1850 long before the Athen's games of 
1896.
The man behind this movement William 
Penny Brookes is featured here and 
Wenlock's own Olympiads are still held 
every year.
My father-in-law Joe Rowson talks about 
the Snailbeach Olympics held on the 
'Sludge' probably at the time of the first 
Paris Games in 1924 on which the film 
'Chariots of Fire' was based.  Usually the 
village football pitch, the rough flat area of 
the 'White Hillocks' became an arena for 
running, throwing and jumping events.  I 
guess the competitors were all modestly 
attired unlike the athletes from the early 
Greek Olympics who performed naked so 
that no females could take part!

Remember that the Snailbeach 
District News is seeking a new 

editor from September.
The 'News' has followed a similar 
format for sometime - maybe it 
should stay this way or maybe it is 
time for new thinking and a change 
of format. I think most of us think it 
would be a shame if it did not 
continue in one shape or form so 
everybody please give it some 
thought.
sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk
June deadline 21st May

St Luke’s church Snailbeach is holding a 
Pentecost service for the first time in some 
years.  Pentecost Communion will be 
celebrated at 9am on Sunday 19th May.
The Coffee Morning at the Village Hall was 
well supported.  To everyone who came, 
helped or donated items we are extremely 
grateful.  We raised over £1000.
Lorna Knill named the llama "Tabby", Jo 
waters named the teddy "Maggie".
A raffle prize was won by Ian ticket 469-
470.  This was unclaimed, could the winner 
collect from Rose Cottage.

Also an advance date for your diary – at 
3pm on Sunday 14th July we host a 
summer service followed by afternoon tea!

St. Luke's
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29 Children's Page
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Snailbeach Village Hall

Snailbeach and District Village Hall Committee

The Committee is made up of the following people:­
Chair – Philip Sproson­Jones, contact via the 
Stiperstones Inn
Vice Chair – Rodney Birt
Treasurer – Maria Marks
Secretary – Pam Bickley,  or 07887 531174
Bookings officer – Jo Jeays, 07815 733730
Health and Safety – Carl Fleming
Lara Sproson Jones; Pam Davies; Ray Harper; Caroline Harper; Anne­Marie 
Fleming; Jenny Mix; Julian Bromhead
Co­opted member – Justyna Jones

As the Village Hall is a charity, we are all Trustees and follow the guidelines laid out by the 
Charity Commission. We also have a Constitution which goes back to the original committee 
– it lays out clearly what we are there for.
We meet bi monthly and our AGM is in November. We are always looking for new members 
and if you are interested, please speak to any of the committee members
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Philip Dunne MP’s latest Letter from Westminster, Rural crime
 

Last month, at the request of local farmers, I chaired a 
meeting at which West Mercia’s Police and Crime 
Commissioner and Superintendent for Shropshire spoke to 
those concerned about a recent spate of burglary of farm machinery.  

I engage regularly with farmers from around South Shropshire, in particular 
through the local National Farmers Union groups, so had been aware that thefts of 
agricultural machinery and vehicles had become a rapidly growing concern in our 
community. I had raised the issue previously with our Police and Crime 
Commissioner, John Campion.  

At the meeting, he and other officers involved were able to provide insights 
into Op Gander – an eight-month investigation into serious and organised rural 
crime launched by West Mercia Police last summer, following a spate of agricultural 
crimes around Shropshire. So far, Op Gander has resulted in the arrests of eight 
men from across Shropshire, six of whom were charged for some 80 separate 
offences in Shropshire and Mid-Wales, mostly for the theft of high value vehicles, 
including tractors, 4x4 vehicles and ATVs.  

This effort to crack down on rural crime has been helped by the fact West 
Mercia now has a record number of police officers, at 2,520, with more being 
allocated to South Shropshire to help improve local visibility and resourcing. This 
reflects the government delivering on its 2019 manifesto commitment to recruit 
20,000 more police officers across the country. 

Last year, the government also passed the Equipment Theft (Prevention) Act, 
which will help prevent theft by requiring immobilisers and forensic marking to be 
fitted as standard to new agricultural equipment. 

But there are also steps we can all take to ensure vigilance in the 
community, such as joining West Mercia’s Rural Watch programme.  

By engaging Safer Neighbourhood teams directly with rural communities, 
Rural Watch aims to reduce local opportunities for crime and vandalism; reinforce 
community spirit so that everyone can contribute towards the protection of their 
property; introduce early warning systems in the farming and countryside areas; 
and improve the intelligence flow between rural communities and police. More 
information can be found on West Mercia’s website www.westmercia.police.uk.  

Since 2010, crime excluding fraud has fallen by 55 per cent, and Shropshire 
has the lowest crime rate of all the county areas in West Mercia (of Herefordshire, 
Worcestershire and Telford & Wrekin).  

But I am also aware of wider concerns about retail crime such as shoplifting, 
so I welcome the government’s plan, announced last month, to help crack down on 
this threat to our high streets.  

Assaulting a retail worker is being made a standalone criminal offence, and 
the government is clamping down on offenders who repeatedly target the 
country’s high streets, with serial offenders forced to wear tags to track their 
movements. Investment in facial recognition technology, alongside information 
sharing between the police and some of the largest retailers in the country, will 
help identify and catch criminals who repeatedly target shops.  
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WELCOME  TO  STIPERSTONES 

CHURCHES
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Will iam  Penny  Brookes  the  father  of  the  Modern  Olympic  Games
Will iam  Penny  Brookes  was  born   in   Much  Wenlock  in   1 809  where  his  father  was  one  of  the  local   doctors.

The  family  house  is  situated  in   Wilmore  Street  opposite  the 

Parish   Church.   He  left  Much  Wenlock  to  study  Medicine  at 

Guy’s  and  St  Thomas’s  Hospitals  in   London.   Later  he 

travelled  to  I taly  with   his  brother  John  to  study  at  Padua,   a 

renowned  school   of  medicine  attached  to  the  University.   The 

medieval   botanical   gardens  at  Padua  could  also  have  been 

an   attraction   to  the  young  medical   student.

In   1 830  Brookes  was  in   Paris  to  further  his  education   in  

Medicine  when  he  learnt  that  his  father  had  died  of  typhoid.  

After  qualifying  (M.R.C.S  and  L.S.A.)   in   1 831 ,   he  returned  to 

Much  Wenlock  to  take  over  his  father’s  practice.

He  became  a  JP  in   1 841   and  remained  an   active  magistrate 

for  nearly  40  years.   He  would  regularly  have  been  confronted 

with   cases  of  petty  crime,   drunkenness  and  theft  in   the  local  

community.   This  would  no  doubt  have  influenced  his  desire  to 

develop  the  need  for  structured  physical   exercise  and 

education   for  the  working  classes.

  In   1 841   Brookes,     founded  the  Agricultural   Reading  Society.   This  early  kind  of  lending  l ibrary  was  established  'for 

the  promotion   and  diffusion   of  useful   information’.   He  wrote  to  many  titled  and  famous  people,   such  as  the  Duke  of 

Well ington  and  Abraham  Darby.   Many  of  them  responded  by  sending  donations  and  books.

From  the  Reading  Society  evolved  various  classes  including  Art,   Phi lharmonic  and  Botany  classes.

In   1 850  Brookes  formed  the  Wenlock  Olympian  Class.

The  First  Wenlock  Olympian  Games  were  held   in   October  1 850,   with   a  mixture  of  athletics  and  also  traditional  

country  sports  such  as  quoits,   football   and  cricket.   These  early  Games  sometimes  included  a  ‘   fun’   event;   once  a 

wheelbarrow  race,   another  year  an   old   woman’s  race  for  a  pound  of  tea,   these  events  were  not  usually  a  part  of  the 

general   programme.

The  Wenlock  Olympian  Society  Annual   Games  are  sti l l   held,   every  July,   at  the  Windmil l   Field   though  this  area  is 

now  designated  the  Gaskell   Recreation   Ground.   From  the  beginning  some  events  were  open  to  al l­comers.   In   the 

much  expanded  1 851   Games,   for  example,   according  to  the  newspaper  report,   Poyner  of  Albrighton  won  three 

events,   Badger  of  Wolverhampton  came  second  in   the  ‘half­mile  foot  race’,   while  Mainwaring  of  Birmingham  won 

the  ‘ leaping  in   distance’   event.

Later  there  were  competitors  from  as  far  away  as  London  in   the  South   and  Liverpool   in   the  North.   In   1 859  Brookes 

was  in   contact  with   Greece,   sending  £1 0  to  be  presented  to  the  winner  of  an   event  in   the  Olympian  Games  in  

Athens.   Those  Games  were  funded  by  Evangelis  Zappas,   a  wealthy  Greek  l iving  in   Romania,   and  were  part  of  a 

‘National   Industry’   exhibition.   The  Greek  Committee  decided  to  award  the  Wenlock  prize  to  the  winner  of  the  ‘Long’  

or  ‘Sevenfold’   race.
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Romeo  &  Juliet

13  ­  23  June  at  Ludlow  Castle

 
We  are  del ighted  to  announce  that  tickets  have  now 

gone  on  sale  for  Romeo  and  Jul iet  at  Ludlow 

Castle.

Shakespeare  has  been  performed  in   the  open  air  at 

Ludlow  Castle  since  the  1 960s  and  we  are  thri l led  to 

say  that  tradition  wi l l   continue  with   another  exciting 

production  from  Flabbergast  Theatre  . I f  you  missed 

their  visceral   adaptation  of  'Macbeth'   or  their 

eccentric,   bohemian  'A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream' 

then  for  goodness  sake  don't  miss  'Romeo  and 

Jul iet'   this  Summer.   As  always,   you  wi l l   have  the 

chance  to  enjoy  a  picnic  in   the  stunning 

surroundings  of  Ludlow  Castle  before  the 

performance.  

The  production  is  a  part  of  Ludlow  Fringe  Festival  

2024,   and  as  you  might  know,   Ludlow  Assembly 

Rooms  are  the  temporary  custodians  of  the  festival.  

We  wil l   be  releasing  tickets  for  more  Fringe  events 

over  the  coming  days  and  weeks,   some  of  which 

wi l l   have  PRIORITY  ACCESS  for  our  Friends  and 

Patrons.

I f  you  want  the  chance  of  the  best  seats  in   the 

house,   or  even  the  chance  to  get  tickets  at  al l   then 

do  consider  joining  our  membership.   By  doing  so,  

you  wi l l   be  supporting  our  ongoing  growth  and 

development  as  South  Shropshire's  leading  Arts 

and  Community  venue.

Tickets  from  £12  ­   £26  ,  

al l   performances  begin   at  7.30pm
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The  original   objective  of  the  Olympian  Class  was  to  ”   promote  the  moral,   physical   and  intel lectual   improvement  of  the 

inhabitants  of  the  Town  and  neighbourhood  of  Wenlock  “

In   1 860  the  Class  separated  from  the  Reading  Society  and  was  cal led  the  Wenlock  Olympian  Society,   the  name 

remains  unchanged  to  this  date.   The  Shropshire  Olympian  Games  were  founded  in   1 861   through  the  initiative  of 

Penny  Brookes.

In   1 865,   with   Hulley  of  Liverpool   and  Ravenstein   of  the  German  Gymnastic  Club  in   London,   Penny  Brookes 

established  the  National   Olympian  Association   (NOA)   based  in   Liverpool.   The  aim  was  to  provide  a  sport’s 

association   for  amateur  athletes.   Their  first  Festival,   held   the  fol lowing  year  at  the  Crystal   Palace,   London,   was  a 

great  success  and  attracted  a  crowd  in   excess  of  1 0,000  spectators.

Re­birth   of  the  modern  Olympic  Games

In   response  to  the  National   Olympian  Association   Festival,   the  Amateur  Athletic  Club,   later  to  become  the  Amateur 

Athletics  Association   and  now  Britain’s  rul ing  athletics  body,   was  hasti ly  formed  by  an   el ite  who  were  determined  that 

British   sport  should  be  restricted  to  “amateurs  and  gentlemen”,   in   other  words  athletes  from  the  public  schools  and 

the  universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,   and  should  be  under  their  control   with   i ts  base  in   London.   The  NOA  faced 

powerful   opposition   but  by  i ts  very  existence,   forced  the  AAA  to  open  i ts  doors  to  ‘every  grade  of  man’.

For  Queen  Victoria’s  jubi lee,   in   1 877,   Penny  Brookes  requested  an   Olympian  prize  from  Greece  for  this  special   year.  

In   response  to  this  petition,   King  George  I   sent  a  suitably  inscribed  si lver  cup  which   was  presented  at  the  National  

Olympian  Games  held   in   Shrewsbury.   This  brought  Penny  Brookes  into  contact  with   His  Excellency  J.   Gennadius,  

the  Greek  Charge  d’Affaire  in   London.

The  Greek  newspaper  Cl io,   in   June  1 881 ,   reported  that  “Dr  Brookes,   this  enthusiastic  phi lhel lene  is  endeavouring  to 

organise  an   International   Olympian  Festival,   to  be  held   in   Athens  ….”.

Sadly  the  Greek  nation   was  sti l l   in   a  time  of  change  and  despite  both   Gennadius’s  and  Penny  Brookes’s  enthusiasm,  

the  Greek  government  pol itely  declined.

In   1 889,   Baron  Pierre  de  Coubertin,   the  organiser  of  an   International   Congress  on   Physical   Education,   appealed  for 

information   through  the  English   newspapers.   Penny  Brookes  responded.   The  Baron  was  so  impressed  that  at  the  old  

doctor’s  invitation,   he  visited  Much  Wenlock  in   October  1 890.   A  meeting  of  the  Wenlock  Olympian  Games  was 

arranged  in   his  honour.

At  this  time  the  two  men  discussed  their  similar  ambitions  and  further,   Penny  Brookes,   then  aged  eighty  one,   shared 

with   the  young  twenty  seven  year  old   ‘Coubertin   his  dream  of  an   Olympic  revival,   an   international   Games  to  be 

staged  in   Athens.   On  his  return   to  France  de  Coubertin   gave  a  glowing  account  of  his  stay  in   Much  Wenlock  and 

referred  to  his  host’s  efforts  to  revive  the  Olympics.

He  wrote  in   his  article  for  the  December  issue  of  ‘La  Revue  Athletique’   –

”  I f  the  Olympic  Games  that  Modern  Greece  has  not  yet  been  able  to  revive  sti l l   survives  today,   i t  is  due,   not  to  a 

Greek,   but  to  Dr  W  P  Brookes”.

Their  respect  was  mutual,   de  Coubertin   referred  to  the  doctor  as  ”   my  oldest  friend”.   Although  Penny  Brookes  was 

l isted  as  an   honoury  member  of  the  1 894  Congress,   he  was  unable  to  attend  because  of  i l l   health.   Regrettably  he 

died  just  four  months  before  the  realisation   of  his  l i fe  long  ambition;   to  launch  the  first  International   Olympic  Games 

held   in   Athens  in   1 896,   and  so  did   not  see  his  dream  come  to  fruition.   Brookes  has  not  ,   unti l   recent  years,   been 

given  his  due  recognition   of  his  contribution   to  the  re­birth   of  the  modern  Olympic  Games.

The  Zappas’s  Games,   as  referred  to  earl ier,   open  to  subjects  of  the  Greek  nation,   continued  to  function   intermittently 

with   varying  degrees  of  success  right  up  unti l   the  revived  International   Olympic  Games  in   1 896.
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Wenlock  Olympian  Society  maintains  the  original   ideals  of  Wil l iam  Penny  Brookes.   The  Olympian  Society 

Committee  comprises  approximately  20  members  ,   both   male  and  female.   The  current  range  of  affi l iated  clubs  and 

societies  include  Athletics  club,   Bowling  club,   Fencing  club  and  a  Live  Arts  Society,   al l   of  which   are  represented  on  

the  main   committee  .   The  main   committee  business  meetings  takes  place  4  times  per  year  with   an   AGM  in   the 

Autumn.   The  business  meetings  are  primari ly  for  the  purpose  of  developing  and  planning  for  the  subsequent 

Games.   These  annual   Games  are  generously  subsidised  by  local   businessmen  and  women  and  through  some 

national   bodies.   The  Societies  own  l imited  funds  are  also  used.

The town of Much Wenlock has a long history dating back to 690 AD when a 
monastery was founded on the site of Wenlock Priory. It is because of a 
Victorian gentleman however, that the town can boast of its associations with 
the modern Olympics.

Dr. William Penny Brookes campaigned tirelessly for the revival of the ancient 
Greek games. For those wishing to delve deeper into this remarkable story 
there is now a designated walk around the town.

Wenlock Olympian Society has produced two leaflets one aimed at adults – 
The Olympian Trail – and one for children – A Children’s Olympian Trail 
Challenge.  The children’s challenge sets observational puzzles along the trail 
and includes a ‘peel off medal’.

The Wenlock Olympian Trail starts and ends at Much Wenlock Museum in the 
Square at the end of the High Street. In the museum a magnificent collection 
of Wenlock Olympian Society artefacts are on display illustrating the 
significant role of Much Wenlock in the revival of the Modern Olympic Games. 
The Trail will take you past some of the sites in the town which are special to 
the Wenlock Olympian

Total walk length is approximately 2150 metres (1.3 miles)

Both the ‘The Olympian Trail’ and ‘A Children’s Olympian Trail Challenge’ 
leaflets are available from Much Wenlock Museum, The Guildhall and Wenlock 
Tourist Information Centre. You can also view a large version of the map on 
the wall outside Much Wenlock Museum.

Throughout the trail you will encounter information boards giving you more 
background on Dr Brookes and the Games.
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The  Ancient  Olympic  games  are  thought  to  have  begun  in   776BC,   but  nobody  is 

real ly  sure  because  they  weren’t  recorded  at  first.   They  continued  for  over  1 000 

years  ,   into  Roman  times.   They  were  only  brought  back  again   as  the  modern  

Olympics  in   1 896.   Some  Olympic  traditions  such   as  the  torch   and  the  rings  are 

from  the  modern   version   of  the  games.

Like  the  modern   games,   the  Ancient  Olympics  took  place  every  4  years.   This 

was  probably  because  of  other  athletic  festivals  taking   place  (Nemean,   Isthmian 

and  Pythian   games).   The  Olympic  games  took  place  near  the  Greek  city  of 

Olympia.

The  Olympic  games  were  real ly  a  rel igious  festival   to 

the  God  Zeus.   The  festival   lasted  5  days  but  the  first  2 

½  days  were  taken  up  by  prayers,   sacrifices  and 

processions.   Before  the  games  began,   1 00  oxen  were 

sacrificed.   A  temple  with   a  giant  statue  of  Zeus  once 

stood  at  the  site.   The  statue  was  40  feet  tal l   and  was 

one  of  the  Ancient  Wonders  of  the  World.   I t  was  destroyed  in   the  5th   Century 

AD.  

There  were  no  teams  in   the  first  Olympics,   everyone  was  in   i t  for  themselves.  

Only  Greeks  from  the  different  Greek  city  states  could   take  part.   You   had  to 

prove  you   had  Greek  ancestors.   Only  men  took  part!   women  were  not  al lowed  to 

compete  or  become  trainers.   To  make  sure  of  this,   the  competitors  and  trainers 

were  naked!   Married  women  were  not  even  al lowed  to  watch.

Perhaps  the  greatest  ever  Olympic  athlete  was 

Leonidas  of  Rhodes.   He  won  the  stadion,  

diaulosand  hoplitodromos  at  four  consecutive 

Olympic  Games,   from  1 64BC  to  1 52BC.   He  won  1 2 

ol ive  wreaths  (the  equivalent  of  a  gold   medal) .

The  4­horse  chariot  race  was  an   exciting   event  to 

watch.   One  horse  is  as  strong  as  1 0  men  so  you  

can   imagine  how  powerful   4  horses  would   be!   The 

sound  must  have  been  deafening.     Crashes  and 

injuries  were  unavoidable.   The  horses  raced  1 2    times  around  the  track,   covering  

1 4,000m.   Some  winning     horses  had  their  own  tombs  as    a  special   honour.   The 

winner  of  the  chariot  race  was  not  the  driver,   or  even  the  horses  –  i t  was  the 

owner.   This  meant  i t  could   be  a  woman!   In   396  BC  a  Spartan   princess  cal led 

Kynisca  entered  her horses  in   the  chariot  race  and  won.   She  had  a  bronze 

statue  in   the  Olympian   temple  of  Zeus.   The  inscription   said:   …….     I   declare 

myself  the  only  woman  in   al l     Hel las  (Greece)   to  have  won  this  crown.

The Ancient Greek Olympics
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Long  jump

Greek  long  jump  was  a  bit  different.   You   didn’t 

take  a  long     run   up  –  you   had  to  jump  from  a 

standing   position   (or    possibly  a  very  short  run  

up).   A  musician   would   play  a  flute  to  help  you  

concentrate.   You   held   weights  (up  to    2kg  

each)   in   your  hands  and  swung  them  to  help 

move    your  body  forwards.   These  weights  were 

usually  made    from  stone  and  cal led  halters.  

Nobody  properly    recorded  the  distances 

jumped  because  i t  only  mattered  who  jumped 

the  furthest  each   time.

  In   664BC,   Chionis  of  Sparta  was  said   to  have 

jumped  over  1 5    metres.   This  is  about  as  long  

as  8    beds  so  i t  must  have  been  exaggerated!

Combat  Sports

The  Ancient  Olympics  included  boxing,   wrestl ing   and  pankration.   Boxers  wore 

soft  leather  straps  on   their  hands.   There  were  no  weight  categories  so  your 

opponent  could   be  much  heavier  than  you.   I f  nobody  was  winning   there  would   be 

a  kl imax.   This  meant  the  boxers  took  turns  to  hit  each   other  without  being  

blocked  unti l   one  was  knocked  out.

Wrestl ing   was  very  popular.   There  was  upright  wrestl ing   where  the  winner  was 

the  man  who  threw  his  opponent  to  the  floor  3  times  and  ground  wrestl ing   where 

the  loser  was  the  first  to  give  in   by  raising   their  finger,   or  passing   out.  

Pankration   was  a  brutal   cross  between  boxing   and  wrestl ing.   There  were  only 

two  rules:   No  biting   and  no  eye  gouging.   Combat  sports  were  fought  in   the  nude 

and  covered  in   oi l .

Discus  and  javel in

The  javel in   was  a  sharpened  piece  of  wood,   simi lar  to  a  spear  (one  of  the  main  

weapons  of  a  Greek  warrior) .   The  Greek  javel in   event  was  different  to  the 

modern   version   because  a  leather  strap  was  used  to  help  throw  i t  further.     The 

discus  throwing  was  the  only    event  that  didn’t  seem  to  relate    to  warfare  or  l i fe  in  

some  way.     Discus  were  made  from  stone,   iron,   lead  or  bronze.   Often,   they  

would   be  decorated  with   a  dedication   to  one  of  the  Gods,   pictures    or  poetry.   In  

Greek  mythology  Perseus  and  Apollo  both   ki l led    loved  ones  by  accident  with   a 

discus.
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Key Phone Numbers
Pont'ry & Worthen Med 01743 790325
Westbury Medical Centre 01743 884727
Bishop’s C'le Med Pract 01588 638285
Montgomery Med Pract 01686 668217
Royal Shrewsbury Hospit 01743261000
NHS Non­Emergency Helpline111
Samaritans Helpline 116 123
Shrop Customer Services 0345 6789000
Shrop Council Benefit 0345 6789002
Shrop Council Welfare 0345 6789078
Shrop C'cil Bereavement 0345 6783028
National Grid 800 6783105
Environment Agency 0800 807060
Severn Trent Water 0800 7834444
Shrop Highways 0345 6789006
Shrop Citizens Advice 0808 2787894
Shrop Rural Support 0300 1232825
RABC 0800 1884444
Farming Community Net 01788 510866
Universal Credit Helpline 0800 3285644
Child Benefit Helpline 0300 2003100
Pensions Helpline 0800 7310469
Business Support Help0300 4563565
Keep Shrop Warm 0800 1123743
Barnabas Money Advice 07507 663251
A4U 01743 539201
Age UK Shrop, 01743 233123
Just Credit Union ( 01743 252325
Christians Ag'st Poverty 01274 760720
Shrewsbury Samaritans 0330 0945717
Shrop Mind 01743 368647
Alzheimer’s Soc Shrop01952 250392
Shrop Dom'tic Abuse Ser 0300 3031191
Snailbeach Village Hall07815 733730
John's Shop 01743 790594

HEATHER’S  REPORT  FOR  APRIL  2024

BISHOP’S  CASTLE  HOSPITAL

Following  a  high­profi le  campaign  run   by  the  community  and 

local   Council lors  including  myself,   Shropshire  Community 

Health   Trust  have  announced  that  Bishop’s  Castle  hospital   wi l l  

re­open.

This  is  excellent  news  for  the  SW  Shropshire  area.     I t  means 

people  can  be  cared  for  closer  to  home  and  visited  by  friends 

and  family.     I t  has  been  a  long  campaign  but  worth   i t  to  get  this 

excellent  result.     I   know  that  everyone  in   our  local   community 

wil l   be  del ighted  at  this  turnaround.

FIX  MY  STREET

I   am  getting  increasingly  annoyed  by  the  Council ’s  Fix  My 

Street  portal   tel l ing  residents  that  their  potholes  have  been 

fi l led  when  they  haven’t.   For  example,   after  reporting  the 

potholes  on   the  Priest  Weston  to  Whittery  road  many,   many 

times  I   received  an   email   from  them  recently  tel l ing  me  that 

they  had  been  fixed.   On  inspection   this  was  patently  untrue,  

I ’m  not  sure  i f  they  had  even  been  up  there!

I   have  taken  this  matter  to  the  Leader  and  the  CEO  of 

Shropshire  now  as  i ts  clear  that  someone  in   their  contractor 

KIER  is  giving  us  misleading  information.   However,   I   need 

more  evidence  to  back  my  case.   I f  you   have  been  told   by  them 

that  your  pothole  has  been  fixed  and  hasn’t  –  drop  me  a  l ine  at 

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk

RECYCLING  IN  CRAVEN  ARMS

As  we  go  to  press,   Shropshire  Council   is  considering  closing 

the  recycling  faci l i ty  in   Craven  Arms.     This  would  be  a  disaster 

on   two  counts.   First,   i t  would  deprive  residents  of  a  valued 

faci l i ty  and  second,   i t  would  severely  impact  on   the  amount  of 

waste  we  recycle  and  therefore  on   our  environment.

Charging  for  your  Green  bin   ­   £52  per  year.   There  is  a 

consultation   on   this.   Please  take  part    Garden  waste  and 

household  recycling  centres  consultation   |   Shropshire  Council

WANTED  ­  CURLEW  SIGHTINGS

I f  you   hear  or  see  this  bird   please  cal l   077903  25007  or  email  

detai ls  asap  to  UCCWG@shropscwgs.org.uk.   I f  we  know 

where  they  are  we  can  help  protect  them!

EMAILS  FOR  ROUND­ROBIN

I   have  also  lost  a  number  of  email   addresses  in   the  recent 

update  to  the  system.   I f  you   haven’t  heard  from  me  lately,  

please  email   me  and  let  me  know.

Heather  Kidd  MBE

Liberal   Democrat  Shropshire  Council lor  for  Chirbury  & 

Worthen
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Anyone with any information as to whom carried out these 
crimes please contact West Mercia Police on 101 or 

Crimestoppers 0800 555111

Preventing vehicle thefts 

This last month has seen a spike in thefts of vehicles around Bishop’s 
Castle, believed to be conducted by a criminal gang travelling into the 
area.  Please take note of the following security advice to help prevent 
any further thefts. 
Keep your vehicle locked. Always locking your car when you leave it 
goes without saying, but make sure you double check the car is 
actually locked, check each door and the boot to make sure. Many 
modern vehicle’s have wing mirrors that fold in automatically when 
locked, criminals will look for vehicles like these where the wing mirrors 
are still out as it makes it clear that the vehicle has been left unlocked.
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Chariots of Fire – a little poetic licence.

The  stories  of  British   runners 

Eric  Liddell   and  Harold  

Abrahams  are  known  to  many 

through  the  1 981   Academy 

Award­winning   fi lm   Chariots  of 

Fire.   As  the  movie  tel ls  i t,  

Liddell   was  boarding   a  boat  to 

the  1 924  Paris  Olympics  when 

he  discovered  that  the 

qualifying   heats  for  his  event,  

the  1 00­metre  sprint,   were 

scheduled  for  a  Sunday.   A 

devout  Christian,   he  refused  to  run   on   the  Sabbath   and  was  at  the  last  minute 

switched  to  the  400  metres.

In   truth,   Liddell   had  known  the  schedule  for  months  and  had  decided  not  to 

compete  in   the  1 00  metres,   the  4  ×   1 00­metre  relay,   or  the  4  ×   400­metre  relay 

because  they  al l   required  running   on   a  Sunday.   The  press  roundly  criticized  the 

Scotsman  and  cal led  his  decision   unpatriotic,   but  Liddell   devoted  his  training   to 

the  200  metres  and  the  400  metres,   races  that  would   not  require  him  to  break 

the  Sabbath.   He  won  a  bronze  medal   in   the  200  and  won  the  400  in   a  world­

record  time.   Liddell   ignored  the  media’s  subsequent  hero  worship  and  soon 

returned  to  China,   where  he  had  been  born,   to  continue  his  family’s  missionary 

work.   He  died  there  in   1 945  in   a  Japanese  internment  camp.

Abrahams’s  rel igion   is  also  a  strong  force  in   the  fi lm,   which   l inks  the 

discrimination   he  faced  as  a  Jew  with   his  motivation   to  win   Olympic  gold   in  

Paris.   Abrahams,   however,   was  hardly  an   outsider.   A  University  of  Cambridge 

undergraduate,   he  had  already  represented  Britain   at  the  1 920  Olympics  in  

Antwerp,   Belgium.   His  drive  to  win   in   Paris  was  fueled  more  by  his  desire  to 

redeem  his  loss  in   Antwerp  and  by  his  rivalry  with   his  two  older  brothers  (one  of 

whom  had  competed  at  the  1 91 2  Stockholm  Games)   than   by  his  status  as  a 

Jew.   To  achieve  his  goal,   Abrahams  hired  a  personal   coach,   the  renowned  Sam 

Mussabini ,   and  trained  with   single­minded  energy.   He  even  lobbied 

anonymously  to  have  himself  dropped  from  the  long­jump  event  (in   which   he 

had  previously  set  a  British   record)   so  that  he  could   concentrate  on   his  running.  

The  movie  also  errs  in   showing  Abrahams  fai l ing   in   the  200  metres  before 

eventually  triumphing   in   the  1 00  metres.   He  actually  won  the  1 00  first;   the  200­

metre  final   was  held   two  days  later.
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An medium and a 
tricky puzzle today. Some Olympic Quotes

 "If you're the Olympic champion then 
they have to wait four more years to get 
you again." — Usain Bolt, sprinter, six-
time gold medal winner
 "All I've done is run fast. I don't see why 
people should make much fuss about 
that." — Fanny Blankers-Koen, sprinter, 
four-time gold medal winner at the 1948 
Summer Olympics
 "If you don’t try to win you might as 
well hold the Olympics in somebody’s 
back yard." — Jesse Owens, track and 
field, four-time Olympic gold medalist in 
1936
“I was not talented enough to run and 
smile at the same time" — Emil Zatopek 
(referring to his unique facial 
expression), long-distance runner and 
four-time gold medalist
"In gymnastics, everything is a 
competition. You want to have your hair 
look the best and your makeup look the 
best. You want to be the best, and you 
want to have the prettiest leotard."— 
McKayla Maroney, artistic gymnast and 
gold medalist
 "I'm not satisfied. The silver medalist is 
the first loser." — Koen Verweij, speed 
skater and silver medalist
 "If you fail to prepare, you’re prepared 
to fail." — Mark Spitz, competitive 
swimmer and nine-time gold medalist
"Performance enhancing drugs are 
banned in the Olympics. OK, we can 
swing with that. But performance 
debilitating drugs should not be banned. 
Smoke a joint and win the hundred 
meters, fair play for you. That's pretty 
damn good. Unless someone's dangling 
a Mars bar off in the distance." - Eddie 
Izzard (British stand-up Comedian)
"Finishing second in the Olympics gets 
you silver. Finishing second in politics 
gets you oblivion." - Richard M. Nixon 
(US politician)
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Advertisers
There is still some space for adverts in the SDN
Rates arePer annum.
Tenth page – £25
One fifths page – £35
Two fifths page – £70
Full page – £130
Please contact the editor at
sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.ukTel: 01743 791999
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Snailbeach White Stars
CUP RESULTS 
Meole 5 -1 White Stars
Red Barn Rovers 2 - 1 White Stars

As you may be aware, Matty Pinches is running 
the Edinburgh marathon to support a great 
charity close to his heart. Matty has been great 
in supporting the club all year, looking after our 
pitch and putting in a lot of effort to help keep 
us going. If anyone is in a position to donate, 
please consider doing so at the below link to 
support Matty in his fundraising efforts .
Matthew is running 2024 Edinburgh Marathon 
for NEC UK
Fundraising for NEC UK 
(Necrotising Enterocolitis)

Go to the White Stars Facebook page for a link to 
the Just Giving page.

I am running the 2024 Edinburgh Marathon for 
NEC UK in order to raise as much money as 
possible. They are a fantastic Charity and I 
would be so grateful if you could take the time to 
sponsor me to help the cause and to motivate me 
in my training!
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Not as weird as 
synchronised 
swimming?

A few sports we think should 
be in the Olympics

Wife carrying - husbands 
race over obstacles carrying 
their wives - originated in 
Finland

Camel Jumping - A 
traditional Yemeni sport 
contestants compete as to 
how many camels they can 
jump over.

Man versus horse marathons 
- held annually in Llanwrtyd 
Wells, Wales also the home 
of Bog Snorkling.

Shin kicking - a traditional 
Cotswold sport.  Contestants 
kick each other until one 
gives up.

Cheese rolling - A round of 
Double Gloucester Cheese is 
rolled from a hilltop, and 
competitors chase it.

Buzkashi  "goat dragging". A 
team of riders compete to 
drag the carcass of a dead 
goat to a predetermined 
goal.  From Afghanistan.

Zorbing - competitors inside 
plastic spheres race across 
obstacle courses on land and 
water.  From New Zealand.

Chinese toe wrestling - say 
no more.

Bird Singing -  competition is 
between birds to see which 
tweets the most at a given 
period.. from Belgium.
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552/553 Bishops Castle Stiperstones Shrewsbury
Monday - Friday
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