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Regular 

Activities 
 

S t i p e rs t o n e s  B ra s s  
Re hearsals 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Mondays 7.45pm 
Term times only 

 
Quiz Night 

Stiperstones Inn 
Last Monday 8.00pm 

 
Knitter Natter 

Stiperstones Inn 
Tuesdays from 10.00am 

 
Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 10.00am 

 
Iyengar Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesday 7.00pm 

 
Snailbeach & Stiperstones Baby 

& Toddler Group 
Thursdays 10am ‐12am 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

 
Ballroom Dancing 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

From 7.30pm 
Beginners call 01743 790308 

 
Snailbeach WI 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
2nd Thursday ‐ 7.30pm 

 
Fit Club 

Stiperstones School Playground 
Every Sunday 9am 

Aerobics Village Hall 
6 pm Wednesdays 

 
Bingo! 

Stiperstones Inn 
Every 2nd Monday  

of the month 
Big prizes! 

Notes from the Editor

Patrick Marks - Editor 
editor.sdn@mail.com 

01743 790 049 
5, Lower Works, Snailbeach. 

www.snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk

Welcome to our multicoloured Christmas special edition! I’ve 
tried to fill it with seasonal goodwill, colour and some fun that 
I hope you will enjoy, but firstly I must report a rather 
unpleasant local incident. 
A Snailbeach resident, who wishes to remain anonymous, 
(Granny Smith?) has written to the SDN (see News in Brief 
opposite) complaining of a recent bout of apple scrumping on 
a scale that shook us all to the very ‘core’, threatening  to 
‘crumble’ the very fabric of our Snailbeach societal structure! 
Joking aside, it does seem that thieves have been out and 
about in our villages stealing apples on quite a large scale. I 
have spoken to the writer of the letter, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, who told me that his neighbours apples were the 
first to disappear. A large, well established and heavily laden 
tree, visible from the road, was completely stripped. No trace 
of any apples were left, not even the odd one lying on the 
ground. The next day our letter writer returned home to find a 
tree of his own, well hidden from the road and similarly well 
established and fully laden with eating apples, had also been 
stripped bare. He told me, “The thief (or thieves) must know 
the area well as my tree is well hidden from the road on private 
land. I was astounded as it was a huge crop and not a single 
apple was left!”  
This is obviously not a case of some children scrumping for a 
few apples, something that happens every year, I’m sure, but a 
well planned and organised theft. As both trees were of quite a 
size, it begins to look like they were taken by a cider maker. Do 
let me know if you know of any more cases like this in our 
villages. I find it sad to think that, perhaps, one of our own is 
stealing from us. 
On a brighter note, Christmas is almost upon us! As I write 
this there has been no pre-Christmas snow, nor has any yet 
been forecast, unlike last year. I had mixed feelings last year 
about seasonal snow. It certainly looked very pretty for a day 
or two, but then the novelty wore off and I confess to being 
glad to see the back of it once the thaw set in. 
Remember, there is no January edition of the SDN - our next 
edition will be in February, so it now only remains for us here 
at the SDN to wish you all -   

     
     

Look what we 

have now!
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News in Brief 
Snailbeach resident gets the pip! 

We received this letter recently from a 
Snailbeach resident. I have made some 
comments and observations about this incident 
in Notes from the Editor on page 2. 
 “Dear Editor, 
I live in Snailbeach and recently the apple trees in 
both my garden and my neighbours’ garden have 
had every apple taken by somebody. Not a trace 
was left. Both trees were fully laden with ripe 
apples – and both are on private land. Is 
someone scrumping for cider? I wondered if any 
other villagers had experienced this? 
Sincerely, Anon.” 

Village Halls' Quiz 
Jenny Alldridge writes: 
On Friday 9 November a team consisting of 
Jenny Alldridge, Dave Fitzhugh, Susan Bates and 
Jerry Hughes went to Stapleton. The winners on 
the night were Minsterley and Radbrook B, with 
57 points.   We only managed 52, so even if we 
had given three more answers which we knew 
but failed to submit we would have come 
nowhere. Minsterley took home the four bottles 
of wine on a tie-break question. We only got 
15/20 in the fun quiz, the winners got 18 points, 
so we did not do as well as in the first quiz last 
month when we were one of three teams to get 
25/25 but lost out on the tie break. That night 
we got 54 points in the quiz and failed to give 
seven more correct answers that  we actually 
knew. We would have been at the top of the 
league table then, equal with two other teams if 
we had those 61 points that we could have had. 
We are now well down in the league table - such 
is life! 
The team going to Hope on 7 December will be 
Jenny Alldridge, Susan Bates, Julian Bromhead 
and Jerry Hughes;  and on 4 January Jenny 
Alldridge, Susan Bates, Luke Alldridge and Sarah 
Dodd will be going to Cruckton. We only have 
three people for the last three engagements of 
the year, so there is time for someone to 
volunteer! 

No SDN in January! 
Please note that the Snailbeach District News 
does not publish a January edition. Deadline for 
the February edition is Friday 25th January.

What’s on 
 

Snailbeach Toddlers Group 
Christmas Party 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
10 am to 12 noon, Thursday 6th December 

Tea, coffee and festive bakes. 
Visit from Father Christmas! 

 
Christmas Fayre 

Minsterley Parish Hall 
Saturday 8th December 

12.00 - 3.00 pm 
Father Christmas arrives at 12.30 pm 

In aid of 
Holy Trinity Church, Minsterley 

& 
St. Luke’s Church, Snailbeach 

 
Stiperstones Brass Band 

Christmas Carols 
Snailbeach Village Hall 
Sunday 9th December 

Carols with the Band 3.30 - 4.30 
Refreshments 3.00- 5.00 

 
Christmas Bingo! 
The Stiperstones Inn 

Monday 10th December 
8.00pm start 

 
Lordshill Baptist Church 

Christmas Carol Service 
Saturday 15th December 3 pm 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Refreshments. Everyone welcome. 

 
Christmas Eve Carol Service 

The Stiperstones Inn 
8.00 pm 

Christmas Eve 
Monday 24th December 

 
Dawdle or Dash 

Starts at  
The Stiperstones Inn 

11.00 am Wednesday, 26th December 
To the Devil’s Chair and back! 

 
Marvelous! 

New Year’s Eve @ The Stiperstones Inn 
31st December - 8 til late 

Prize for best Marvel Comics character outfit 
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 

 

 
Tap Replacement and Plumbing 

Repairs Undertaken 
 

New Taps Supplied and Fitted 
Home Choose Service 

 
Established 35 years 

Prompt and Professional 
Pontesbury based 

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

 
Mobile: 07970 010148 

Harry Coyle 
Landscaping 

Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,  
Slabs & Fencing 

hcoyle@live.co.uk 
Mob1. 07484 205 925 
Mob2. 07866 007 428

HOPE VALLEY RADIO 
01743 791 379 
07811 449 039 

* 
TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE 

 
TV AERIALS 

SATELLITE DISHES 
REPAIRS 

SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

3, STATION ROAD 
MINSTERLEY

A FRIENDLY SERVICE 
FROM 

JENNY, AVRIL & 
STACEY  

WHO WELCOME 
 CUSTOMERS 
 OLD & NEW

TUESDAY - 9 TO 3  
(BARBER 2 TO 8 - WALK IN SERVICE) 

WEDNESDAY - 9 TO 4 
THURSDAY - 9 TO 9 

FRIDAY - 9 TO 5 
SATURDAY - BY APPOINTMENT

Telephone: 
 01743 792 548 

 for an appointment - or just drop in!



Snailbeach District News - Issue 354

December 2018

Page 5

   
REIKI is a Japanese word. 

 ‘REI’ means universal and ‘KI’ means life force. 
 

REIKI is a non-invasive healing treatment that can be safely applied to any condition because the 
person is being treated rather than the condition. When the person starts to feel better within 
themselves, their condition also begins to improve. 
 
REIKI is the energy that creates everything around and within us. It is the life energy that flows 
through all living things. It is an ancient, simple and practical technique for deep relaxation and 
hands-on healing. REIKI not only rebalances the physical body but also clears the mind, calms the 
emotions and reawakens our connection with our spirituality.  
Eastern systems of medicine have always recognised and worked with this energy. The energy is 
known as "Ki" in Japan, "Chi" in China and "Prana" in India. It is believed that a person's "ki" or 
energy should be strong and free flowing. When this is the case a person is physically, mentally and 
emotionally balanced and their body and mind are in a positive state of health. When the energy 
becomes weak or blocked it could lead to symptoms of physical or emotional imbalance. 
 
The art of REIKI is a healing technique whereby the REIKI practitioner administers energy healing 
by means of touch. This "life force energy" flows through to activate and strengthen the body's 
natural healing processes to help restore mental, physical, emotional and spiritual well being.  
 
What happens in a REIKI session? The practioner's hands hold the recipients body still while the 
energy flows uninhibited through them and then enters the recipient.  
What will you feel? It is hard to describe in words as it is essentially an individual experience. You 
may be aware of a warm tingling feeling, a sense of well-being or even relief from physical, mental or 
emotional pain. Or you may simply have a new sense of the life force within you.   
  
REIKI can assist in the treatment of most illnesses and conditions under the majority of 
circumstances as it is non-invasive. It is safe to use on anyone of any age, including babies, children 
and the elderly. REIKI can also be used on animals and even for distance healing. 
Specific problems that REIKI can help with include heart conditions, high bloood pressure, irritable 
bowel syndrome, M.E., ulcers, migraines and neck and back pain. It can also help with more general 
symptoms such as tiredness and depression. It can aid the healing of injuries and broken bones and it 
can help rebalance hormones and lessen the discomforts of pregnancy. 
REIKI works on all levels and can be useful in the treatment of predominantly mental conditions 
such as anxiety, phobias and insomnia. It can also help emotional conditions such as unhappiness, 
grief, loneliness and low self-esteem. 
 
All traditional and modern forms of energy therapy such as REIKI, Yoga and Accupuncture are 
believed to work by stimulating clearance of energy blocks and allowing the natural healing 
mechanism to work. REIKI can never cause harm, it is always helpful.  
 
REIKI is not attached to any particular religion and is therefore open to people from all walks of life. 
If anyone would like an appointment of any more information please contact me on 07340 412 066 

 
Rosa McCombe  
REIKI practitioner 

07340 412 066
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 SHROPSHIRE GUNS
WANTED 

Any Shooting Related Items 
BEST ENGLISH SHOTGUNS 

EUROPEAN SHOTGUNS AND RIFLES 

GUN CASES 

CARTRIDGE BAGS AND GUN SLIPS 

TAXIDERMY 

CLOTHING 

SHOOTING STICKS 

GUN SAFES 

WILL CONSIDER BUYING MOST ITEMS 

VINTAGE MOTORCYCLES 

PLEASE CALL ANDY LLOYD ON 

  07477 824 689 

MANY GUNS IN STOCK 

SHROPSHIREGUNS@GMAIL.COM 

 
Professional Shooting Instructor 

Member of the Great Britain 

Shooting Team 

Gun Fitting Service 

Lewis Wealth Management Limited, 
St James’s House, Anchorage Avenue, 
Shrewsbury SY2 6FG
Office:    01743 444 700
Mobile:   07967 430 392
Email:      Neil.Lewis @ sjpp.co.uk
Web:     lewiswealthmanagement.co.uk

With over 30 years experience, we offer friendly
professional advice on a wide range of financial 
services. 

Lewis Wealth Management Ltd represents only St. James's Place Wealth Management plc
(which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose 
of advising solely on the Group's wealth management products and services, more details 
of which are set out on the Group's website at www.sjp.co.uk/products.

and our best wishes for a 
prosperous and secure New Year 
to all our clients. 

Merry
Christmas
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Week 1. 
...time for topiary... 
Evergreen shrubs make unusual standards or 
topiary specimens and give structure all year 
round. Easily trained shrubs include box, 
euonymus, holly and yew. Prune lightly but 
regularly and, once the shape has been created, 
maintain it by trimming twice yearly, once in 
spring after fresh growth and again in late 
summer. 
Week 2. 
...pruning... 
In frost free weather, prune out dead or diseased 
branches from established trees and shrubs. 
Prune overhanging branches of deciduous trees 
and cut back the long stems of established roses. 
Prune vines before the end of the month. 
Deadhead winter-flowering pansies regularly. 
Week 3. 
...winter weather... 
Avoid using salt to clear snow-covered paths or 
icy, paved areas adjoining beds and borders. 
Once the thaw begins, the dissolved salt will 
permeate the soil and may damage the roots of 
nearby plants. Instead, sprinkle with grit, sand, 
ashes or gravel, which will melt the snow 
without harming nearby plants. 
Week 4. 
...cut holly for the pudding...and misletoe 
to stand under... 
Clear all dead foliage from hardy herbaceous 
plants if you have not already done so earlier. 
Fork over the surface of the soil between plants, 
taking care not to damage newly emerging 
bulbs. Remove annual weeds as you find them 
so that the soil is clean and easy to work with in 
the spring. 

©Judith Glover ‐ “Garden Days” 
You can buy Judith’s 2019 calendar at her 

website shop:‐   

 
www.judithglover.com

Nutmeg is illegal in Saudi Arabia because it is 
hallucinogenic if consumed in large quantities. 

The whole of Liechtenstein can be rented for 
$70,000 a night, for a minimum of two nights. 

It sleeps 900. 

Not only did Terry Pratchett have 10 honorary 
doctorates, he was also an honorary Brownie. 

Franz Liszt was the first musician to have 
women’s underwear thrown at him. 

The earliest known treatment for hearing loss 
was to pour ant eggs, bat wings and goat urine 

into the ears. 

In the Second World War, British troops were 
issued with three sheets of toilet paper a day; 

American soldiers got 22. 

Since at least the time of Pythagoras in 500 
BC, no sensible educated person has believed 

the Earth was flat. 

The world’s most expensive phone number is 
666-6666. It was sold in 2006 for £1.5 million. 

In 1993, Karl Watkins of Redditch, 
Worcestershire, was jailed for having sex with 

pavements. 

Every Christmas Day, 400,000 Britons go out 
to a shop to buy batteries.

Newsletter Donations  
Many thanks to those who sent us donations 

during November including:- 
John ‘The Shop’ Sproson 

Phil & Lara Sproson-Jones 
Mary & Barry Jones 

Wendy Whitelaw 
If you wish to donate 

anonymously by direct bank transfer, our 
details are: 

Sort code: 09-01-54 
A/C no: 05629702 

Otherwise donations can be left with 
Phil or Lara at  

the Stiperstones Inn  
or with myself at 5, Lower 

Works,Snailbeach 
SY5 0NY 

Help us  to  stay a  free,  secular  and independent 
publication serving the local community. 

Thank you.   
Without you we would struggle.
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FIT AFTER FORTY 
with Sal 

Stiperstones’ very own Fitness Instructor  
Available for 1: 1’s and small group sessions.  

£20 per hour 
FIT CLUB Sundays 9 am  

Stiperstones School Playground - £6 a session 
OLD SKOOL 80’s AEROBICS 

 Wednesdays 6 pm Snailbeach Village Hall.  
£6 a session 

Sal Tonge Tel: 01743 792993   saltonge@outlook.com 
Like: Fit After Forty with Sal on Facebook

For all your domestic electrical 
installation and property maintenance

VPJ Electrics & Property Services

Contact Paul Jones 

Tel: 07976 909 434 

Email: vpjones40@gmail.com 
 

“No job too small” 
Free estimates

PLOugh garagE Jack EvaNS & SONS 
EStabLIShEd 1919

Chapel Street, Pontesbury, SY5 0RJ

SERVICING & MOT’S 
TYRES & EXHAUSTS 
BATTERIES 
AIR CONDITIONING

Tel: 01743 790 270 

Web: www.ploughgarage.co.uk 

Email: ploughgarage@btconnect.com

Window Cleaning
AB

Window Cleaning

Tel. 01743 792261
Mob.  07983 619325

E-mail. adrian.beesty@sky.com
Windows   |   Conservatories   |   Reach and Wash System and Traditional   |   Gutter Cleaning

Domestic and Commercial   |   Free No Obligation Quotations

 

 

 

 

 

2 delightful self-catering holiday cottages 

in a spectacular and peaceful setting. 

Perfect for holidays, short breaks, visiting family 

and friends. 

 

www.hopeparkfarm.co.uk 
 

Contact: Jo Longstaff 

Tel: 07905 636569 

Email: jo@hopeparkfarm.co.uk

HH OPEOPE  P PARKARK  F FARMARM   
 Holiday Cottages 
Bentlawnt, Near Minsterley

MX  
REMOVALS

07887 804934
HOUSE REMOVALS 

HOUSE CLEARANCES 
RUBBISH REMOVED 

SINGLE ITEMS 
FREE QUOTES 

FULLY INSURED 

SHROPSHIRE

ANYWHERE - ANYTIME
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 Some Christmas facts and origins 

 Irving Berlin hated Elvis Presley’s version 
of ‘White Christmas’ so much that he tried to 
prevent radio stations from playing Presley’s 
cover. He obviously hadn’t heard the Stiff 
Little Fingers version! 

 Hanging stockings out comes from the •
Dutch custom of leaving shoes packed with 
food for St Nicholas’s donkeys. He would leave 
small gifts in return.  

 According to tradition, you should eat one •
mince pie on each of the 12 days of Christmas 
to bring good luck. 

 The bestselling Christmas single ever is •
Bing Crosby’s White Christmas, selling over  
50 million copies worldwide since 1942. But 
of course, you all knew that!  

 Mistletoe (Viscum album) is from the •
Anglo-Saxon word ‘misteltan’, which means 
‘little dung twig’ because the plant spreads 
through bird droppings. 

 The Christmas cracker was invented by a •
London sweet shop owner called Tom Smith. 
In 1847, after spotting French bonbons 
wrapped in paper with a twist at each end, he 
sold similar sweets with a ‘love motto’ inside. 
He then included a little trinket and a ‘bang’. 
His ‘Bangs of Expectation’ included gifts such 
as jewellery and miniature dolls. By 1900, he 
was selling 13 million a year. 

 Bohemian Rhapsody by Queen is the only •
record to get the UK Christmas Singles Chart 
Number One twice, once in 1975 and again in 
1991. ‘Do They Know It’s Christmas’ was 
number 1 three times (1984, 1989 and 2004), 
but technically it was by different groups, so 
doesn’t count. 

 On Christmas Eve in 2001, the Bethlehem •
Hotel had 208 of its 210 rooms free. 

 Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer was •
invented for a US firm’s Christmas promotion 
in 1938.

An evening with Sarah McQuaid. 

It was a very wet and stormy night when we 
ventured out to Snailbeach Village Hall for 
an evening with Sarah McQuaid. 

Inside the Hall it was warm and welcoming 
with ambient light and seating arranged 
around tables to create a cosy feel. The 
stage was up with various instruments 
placed around it so we knew we were going 
to hear something special. 

Sal Tonge welcomed and introduced Sarah 
and the evening began. What an interesting 
lady she is as she told us a little about her life 
and travels whilst tuning her first 
instrument, an acoustic guitar, ready for the 
first song. 

Throughout the evening we heard wonderful 
evocative pieces that covered a variety of 
topics, some of which were historical and 
some political. Sarah`s voice was amazing 
and her ability to play different instruments 
to accompany the songs was inspiring. 

We all were encouraged to join in with a 
piece of music, led by drumming, where we 
could use our voices to emulate pheasants 
or cats! (Sarah has recorded this piece of 
music with the authentic sounds of a 
pheasant and her cat)  I think everyone 
joined in with some kind of sound. It was fun. 

One of the pieces of music I most enjoyed 
was an instrumental, on guitar, and it evoked 
pictures of a Pasa Doble being danced and 
the atmosphere to me felt quite charged 
with passion. I was reduced to tears when 
she sang “Forever Autumn” as it brought so 
many memories to mind. 

All in all it was a magical evening with an 
incredibly talented lady. Thank you so much 
for performing in our village. 

Caroline Harper. Snailbeach

A ‘yuleshard’ is someone who is still 
preparing for Christmas on Christmas Eve. 

****** 
Berlin has a curried-sausage museum.
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Balti Spice 

 
Bangladesh Restaurant & Takeaway

the Old bake house, brookside, Pontesbury, Shropshire. 
 SY5 0QF 

Tel: 01743 791 848 
Open every evening 

5.30 pm to 11.00 pm 
15% off all collected takeaway orders over £12 

Free home delivery within a 3 mile radius 
Sunday & Wednesday night specials  

4 course meal - £9.95 
Papadoms, Starter, Main Course, Rice or Nan 

(Eat in only. Excludes seafood and duck dishes) 

Fully Licensed
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In aid of 

Friends of Stiperstones  
School (FOSS) 

 
 

 

 

FRIDAY 25th JANUARY 2019 
Doors Open from 7.00pm 

(Eyes Down 7.30pm) 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

 

Bingo Books – 50P per book 
(Book of 6 = £3.00) 

 
 

    

  
 

 
 

   

Donations of Raffle Prizes would be greatly appreciated. 

Please contact Clare (790419). 

Tea, Coffee and soft drinks will be available on the night, but there 
is no bar, please feel free to bring your own alcohol! 

Friends of Stiperstones School (FoSS) 
FoSS is a superb organization that is committed to providing funds and support to our fantastic 
school.  Small schools face huge challenges at the moment, and consequently changes are inevitable 
in the future so that our children can always receive the outstanding education that they deserve.  
Stiperstones School has recently become part of Shropshire Hills Federation in partnership with 
Chirbury School and Norbury School and Nursery.  We are working very hard together for all of our 
children’s futures.  At this moment, we don’t know exactly what the future holds, but what we do 
know is that we are all committed to ensuring that Stiperstones School remains at the heart of our 
community. 

FoSS is made up of parents/carers, relatives, neighbours, staff members, local businesses, the church; 
in fact anyone who cares about the future education of our children.  What we really need now are 
new members and in particular someone who would like to be our chairperson to help lead FoSS into 
the future.   

Please come and join us at our next meeting on Monday 3rd December at 3:15pm at School.  Our 
children will be showing what we get up to; we will be updating everyone about future plans for our 
School and Nursery; and there will be cake! 

Please try to join us and help FoSS provide a very bright future for our fantastic children.  

Call us on 01743 791207 or email admin@stiperstones.shropshire.sch.uk for more information. 

Thank you, 

Les Ball - Headteacher.



Snailbeach District News - Issue 354

December 2018

Page 12

 

G Hall Chimney Sweep 
Brush & Vacuum Service 

01743 271 247 
 

45 Moneybrook Way 

Meole Brace 

Shrewsbury SY3 9NH

Nipstone Campsite
 

The Bog, SY5 0NJ 
Tel: 01743 792 073 

Email: timrm@mail.com

Small Friendly Campsite for tents, located 200 
yards off The Shropshire Way. Facilities include: 

toilets and hot & cold water. Campfires are 
permitted and firewood is available to buy. 

Dogs & Children Welcome. 
£5 per person per night. Under 5’s free.

S & D Garden Services 

Gardener Handymen 

If you need help with your garden, look no 

further!
 

Contact Darrell - 07340 716 311 

or Steve - 07799 468 898 

 

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and 

 General Garden Maintenance

We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies, 
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned 

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits, 
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

BBQ pack 1 £25.99 
4 Handmade Burgers 

4 Chicken Fillets 
4 Pork Steaks 

4 Sirloin Steaks 
 

Family Pack - £24.99 
400g Lean Diced 

Beef 
400g Mince Steak 

4 Handmade Burger 
1.5 kg Gammon 

Joint 
1 Large Chicken 

Gym Pack - £24.99 
6 Chicken Fillets 

6 Pork Steaks 
2 Sirloin Steaks 
500g Dry Cure 

Bacon 
 

Roast Pack - £29.99 
1kg Local Topside 

1kg Local Pork Joint 
1kg Gammon Joint 
2kg Large Chicken 

 

MSH Electrical Services 
All types of electrical work 
PAT Testing, LED Lighting 
Central Heating Systems 

Free Quotes 
35 Years Experience 

Mike Hockly 
Mob. 07961 278 028 
Tel. 01743 891 610 

email: hockly342@btinternet.com
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The Sammy Mail Column  
with Geoff Sproson

Christmas Shopping Online 

 
Before we warn you about Christmas shopping online, Sammy wishes all our 
readers a very merry Christmas.   
 
This month will be quite brief because the editor is short of space and we at 
Sammy Mail have been busy putting your beloved newsletter online.  Already 
about 150 readers receive the Snailbeach District News by email but now anyone 
can keep up to date with the newsletter or browse through some earlier editions 
from their PC, laptop, tablet or phone. 
 
Those of you who love the scrunchy feel of paper, don't despair; the District News 
will still be arriving on your doormat at the start of each month.   
 
Snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk is the place to go, or just type Snailbeach District 
News into Google and we currently appear halfway down the first page. 
 
We are still working on some additions to the site. You will find some ‘What's On’ 
links down the side and we have taken all our advertisers and popped them into a 
directory which can be found from the menu.  In the pipeline are plans for a links 
page to other sites in the area. 
 
You can email sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk with ideas, opinions and 
information. 
 

And now about that Christmas online shopping... 
 Here are Sammy's top ten tips:- 

1. Make sure you are on the website you think you are, check for the padlock, and 
all secure sites should start with https (usually in green) not http. 
2.  Avoid flashy gift tokens or offers that look too good to be true; they can be so 
bad. 
3.  Although you may not like flexing your plastic muscle, credit cards are safer 
than debit cards and if you shop a lot set up a Paypal account linked to a credit 
card. 
4.  Bin those unsolicited emails – don't be tempted. 
5.  Don't listen to Facebook. 
6.  Do your on-line shopping at home not on public wifi. 
7.  Don't give the kids an account, let them beg and don't give away any 
passwords. 
8.  Don't give any more personal information than seems reasonable – if a site 
seems over curious- leave. 
9.  Check your own computer security is up to date. 
10.  Check for the best postage price – how quickly do you need it? – does John's 
shop sell it cheaper? 
Take care. 
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A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping. 

Over 30 years of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Coppice Farm 

Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
SY5 0NS 

Mobile: 07785 531 910 
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com

Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 8:30am to 3:00pm



Mr. Quips 
Corner
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I wish I’d said that...

Bacon and Eggs: A day's work for a chicken, a 
lifetime commitment for a pig. 
Alcohol is a perfect solvent: It dissolves 
marriages, families and careers. 
Moses had the first tablet that could connect 
to the cloud. 
Every organisation is perfectly designed to get 
the results they are getting. 
The first computer dates back to Adam and 
Eve. It was an Apple with limited memory, just 
one byte, and then everything crashed. 
To the mathematicians who thought of the 
idea of zero, thanks for nothing! 
Letting the cat out of the bag is a whole lot 
easier than putting it back in. 
I would like to slip into something more 
comfortable - like a coma. 
Under my gruff exterior lies an even gruffer 
interior. 
If you are here - who is running hell?

he was so narrow minded he could see 
through a keyhole with both eyes - Molly 
Ivins.  
Ordinarily he is insane. but he has lucid 
moments when he is only stupid - Heinrich 
Heine.  
he never bore a grudge against anyone he 
wronged - Simone Signoret.  
he is a man of splendid abilities but utterly 
corrupt. he shines and stinks like rotten 
mackerel by moonlight - John Randolph.  
the reasonable man adapts himself to the 
world; the unreasonable one persists in 
trying to adapt the world to himself. 
therefore all progress depends on the 
unreasonable man - George Bernard Shaw.  
he's so snobbish he has an unlisted zip-code 
- Earl Wilson.  
She has been kissed as often as a court 
bible, and by much the same class of people 
- Robertson Davies.  
She's the sort of woman who lives for others 
- you can tell the others by their hunted 
expression - C. S. Lewis.  
I have a new philosophy. I'm only going to 
dread one day at a time - Charles M. Schulz.  
this is not a book that should be tossed 
lightly aside. It should be hurled with great 
force - Dorothy Parker.  
In science one tries to tell people, in such a 
way as to be understood by everyone, 
something that no one ever knew before. 
but in poetry, it's the exact opposite - Paul 
Dirac. 

Maybe if we start telling 
people the brain is an 
app they will start using 
it.

The Community Library Pontesbury 

I always think the lead up to Christmas is the best part, but I don’t like it to start too early. The 1st of 
December is definitely the best day to commence festivities, the library will be holding a morning of tea, 
coffee and mince pies, together with the lottery draw at 11am. I will then be off to a Winter Wonderland 
and festive market, returning in time for more festive fun and more mince pies at the FoPL Santa Fun 
Run on Sunday 9th December.  

If you need any ideas or inspirations for Christmas crafts or food we have plenty of books in our 
collection and lots of cosy Christmas fiction too. 

Our last day of opening before Christmas will be Saturday 22nd December, we will re-open 
Thursday 3rd January at 2pm. I haven’t seen the TV schedule yet, but I’m predicting The 
Wizard of Oz and probably Elf, if you don’t fancy repeats you can take an extra book to keep 
you going. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, the Library Owl.

Snailbeach Toddlers Group Party  
10 am-12 noon on Thursday, 6th of December at Snailbeach Village Hall. All welcome. Tea, coffee and 
festive bakes for sale to raise funds for the Toddler Group. Have a cup of tea and a chat. Toddlers Party- 
£3 per family. Visit from Father Christmas and party food and presents. Would be lovely to see the 
village there to support this lovely community group. Also a big thanks to all those who have donated 
toys and we would also love to thank Elaine Uttley for all her time, effort and enthusiasm. The toddler 
group would not be the same without her ! 
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For advice on planning and 
pre-paid funeral plans.

01743 344646
133, LONGDEN COLEHAM, 

SHREWSBURY SY3 7DN 
www.pughsfuneraldirectors.com

COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY

 
Commercial Printing 

* 
Business & Personal 

Stationery 
* 

Ultra High-Speed Copying 
* 

Design Service 
* 

High Quality 
Digital Colour Printing 

* 
Full Colour Envelopes 

 
130 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury 

01743 360424 
www.copy-write.co.uk
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1) Which country was the first to use the tradition of Christmas trees? 
2) As the clock chimes midnight to ring in the New Year, a Spanish tradition involves eating 
twelve of what – one for each chime? 
3) Which type of sweet bread loaf, which originated in Milan, is traditionally eaten at 
Christmas in Italy and many other European countries? 
4) After leaving Bethlehem, to which country did Joseph, Mary, and Jesus travel? 
5) Which was the last state in the United States that declared Christmas a legal holiday? 
6) What is the first name of Scrooge, the principal character of the novel, A Christmas Carol? 
7) Name the eight original Reindeer. 
8) Traditions of Christmas around the world will tell you that Santa Claus is known by 
many names. What is the French name for Santa Claus? 
9) Who was the star of the Christmas movie Jingle All the Way? 
10) Who was the author of A Christmas Carol?  
11) How many ghosts are there in A Christmas Carol? 
12) Which milk-based beverage is available around the Christmas holidays and comes in 
both alcoholic and non-alcoholic versions? 
13) Stollen is the traditional fruit cake of which country? 
14) What name is given to small sausages wrapped in bacon, a staple at a British Christmas 
dinner? 
15) When does the Russian Orthodox Church celebrate Christmas? 
16) According to the Italian tradition, who delivers gifts to good children on the eve of 
Epiphany? 
17) Who was the first person to wear a tailored Santa costume and walk around the store, 
distributing gifts? 
18) Which of these was not a gift given by the ‘Wise Men’ to Baby Jesus – gold, silver, 
myrrh, or frankincense? 
19) Which American President banned Christmas trees in the White House? 
20) Who invented electric Christmas lights? 

 21) Who created Rudolph, the most popular reindeer of Santa Claus? 
 22) Who tries to stop Christmas from coming, by stealing all things of 
Christmas from “the Who’s”? 
 23) In which direction should you stir mincemeat for good luck; clockwise 
or anti-clockwise? 
 24) What would you stick into an onion, when following a traditional 
bread sauce recipe? 
 25) A swede is a cross between which two vegetables? 
 26) What is a female turkey called? 
 27) What is the name of the skin that hangs from a turkey’s neck? 
 28) Which spirit is traditionally added to butter and served with 
Christmas pudding? 
29) True or False: Before turkey, the traditional English Christmas dinner 
included a pig’s head smothered in mustard. 
30) Visions of which sweet foodstuff danced in children’s heads as they 
slept, according to Clement Clarke Moore’s poem “‘Twas the Night before 
Christmas”?

Answers 
on page 

 40

The Bumper Christmas Quiz



 
 
 

Recycle your old scrap metal 

 
Washing Machines, Cookers, Cars, vans, Cast, 

Brass, copper, lead, batteries, cable, farm 

scrap, old central heating systems, etc. 

 

 

No load too big or too small 

Free Collection! 

 

 

Call - 07989 050 276 

Or -  01743 791 493
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Tom Griffiths
Mobile: 07859 335135

Bookings: 07718 275150
Covering Shropshire, Mid & West Wales

Fully Insured

The Flower Shop
3, Station Road, Minsterley 

Tel: 01743 791 860 
Email: 

theflower.shop@aol.com

Fresh Flowers, Plants, Greetings 
Cards, 

Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons, 
and  

Much More

SWS Broadband, Brook House, Pennerley, Shrewsbury SY5 0NE 

0333 7000 227 | connect@swsbroadband.net 

SWS Broadband 
Your Local Internet Service Provider. . . 

Connecting Shropshire since 2005 
 

 

 
Affordable 

Reliable 

Flexible 

High Speed 

from £24/month 

Further savings with VoIP phone 

Choose the bandwidth you require 

Change service without penalty 

From 10Mbps to 30+Mbps 

Choose the bandwidth that suits you 

In-house technical support  

99.99% availability 
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Happy Christ
mas and New Year. 

Best 
Wish

es, 
 

Doug and M
argaret 

Boulter
 

Wishing everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Carol, Andy and Maisie 

Mr. Ron Challinor wishes all 

his friends a Happy Christmas 

and a peaceful new year. Thank 

you for all your visits to see me in 

Cliffdale during 2018. Many 
thanks. Ron.

Carol & Graham 

McMilla
n would lik

e to 

wish family, fr
iends and 

neighbours a Happy 

Christm
as and a Health

y 

New Year to
 you all. I

nstead 

of Christm
as cards we have 

made a donation to Severn 

Hospice.

 Claire, Paul, Georgia & W
ill 

Corfield would like to wish all our 

friends and family a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. We 

are donating to charities instead of 

sending cards this year. Phil & Lara w
ish all our 

fam
ily, friends and custom

ers a 

Peaceful Christm
as and a H

appy 

and Healthy New
 Year.

Iain & Elaine Macdonald would like to 
wish all neighbours a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

 
 

  

Patrick & Maria wish all our 
friends and neighbours the most 

Christmassy of Christmases and the 
Happiest of New Years.
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Greetings to all our friends and neighbours. 
We wish you a Merry 

Christmas and a happier 2019 Mike & Audrey Pugh 

Christmas wishes 

for our family, friends 

and neighbours 

George & Joan Evans 

A. M. Batchelor - Builders Ltd. 

Wish you all 
a Very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year.  

Best wishes, Andy & Dawn

Merry Christmas & a 

Happy New Year to all our 

friends and neighbours. 

From Ray & Caroline 

Harper.

I w
ould lik

e to
 w

ish
 fa

mily
, f

rie
nds a

nd neigb
ours 

a 

Very Happy Chris
tm

as a
nd a M

erry
 New Year. 

I w
ill 

be m
akin

g a
 donatio

n to
 th

e Li
nge

n Davies C
ance

r 

Appeal in
ste

ad of s
ending C

hris
mas c

ard
s. 

Lo
ve and Happiness 

 

Wendy W
hite

law 

Pat, Phil and Noel at 

Tankerville Pottery & Gallery wish 

all their friends and neighbours a 

Very Happy Christmas and Peace in 
the New Year.

Christ
ian Season’s G

reetin
gs and Happy 2019 

to all re
aders, 

especially those fri
ends and 

neighbours w
ho came and su

pporte
d our charity

 

efforts 
this y

ear. W
e will d

onate to Lingen Davies in
 

lieu of se
nding cards. M

alcolm & Doreen Dunbar    
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Snailbeach White Stars

W
in

ners!

Wrapping 2018 up... 
2018 has been a hugely successful year for the club and all the players 

involved. During the second half of the 2017/18 season the boys finished 

the league season with a 100% record in the league, scoring nearly 98 

goals and conceding 14 goals in just 16 games. However, during the final 

few months of the season we were all deeply saddened by the passing 

of life long clubman and treasurer Dave Jones after a short battle with 

cancer. However, we know full well that Dave would've been 

tremendously proud to see the club reach the Premier Division this year 

after being such a huge influence on the success of the club since 

reforming in Division four back in 2011. The strides the club has made 

since then, winning multiple promotions and the odd cup along the way, 

are built solely on the foundations that Dave and the committee have 

given the players. We had a rocky start to life in the Premier Division, 

playing tough games against Instones United, Beacon and Cruckton 

Rovers all early on, but we have recovered well to find ourselves lying in 

a respectable 3rd place in the league table in the run up to Christmas.  

 

As always, the boys would like to thank everyone who has been home 

and away to support the lads throughout the year, and hope you will 

continue to do so in 2019 as we look to win some silverware.  

 

Finally, if anybody is interested in getting involved with the club, albeit 

on the committee, with the team or with the kids football please do not 

hesitate to get in touch. We appreciate all the help and support we can 

get.  

Jordan Knill. 
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John Powell’s  
Home Improvements 

For any Plastering, Tiling, 
Plumbing  

and  
General Maintenance. 

 
Can also fit kitchens and 

bathrooms.  
 

Fully Insured. 
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
 

Call John on  
Home: 01743 791 627 
Mobile: 07838 015 005

Tankerville 

 Pottery and Gallery 
 

Excellent selection 
of: 

Paintings, Cards, 
Crystals, Stoneware 

Pottery, Oven to 
Tableware, Bread 

Crocks. 
 

Super Presents at 
Reasonable Prices! 

 
Tankerville Pottery & Gallery 

Pennerley, Stiperstones. 
SY5 0NB 

Tel: 01743 791 580 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

  
  

STATION ROAD, MINSTERLEYSTATION ROAD, MINSTERLEY  
  

KK EE BB AA BB SS,,   PP II ZZ ZZ AA SS,,     
BB UU RR GG EE RR SS,,   

  FF II SS HH  &&  CC HH II PP SS  

Tel: 01743 791 827 
 

Telephone orders welcome 
 

Monday & Tuesday Special 
Two 9” or 12” pizzas for £10

GLADRAGS 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

New & Used Dress Agency 
Call in to see our selection of 

quality classic, casual & designer 
clothing and accessories at 

affordable prices 
 

Autumn is upon us… 
Time to re-vamp your wardrobe. 

We have now taken in quality used 
clothing and accessories for the 

autumn season. 
Should you require our collection 
and return service for a complete 
wardrobe clearance, please call 

one of our team for information. 
 

UPSTAIRS AT 
CONNECTIONS STORE, 
SHREWSBURY ROAD, 

PONTESBURY, SY5 0QD 
Visit our Tea Room for 

 Ladies that Lunch! 

T: 01743 790600 
M: 07795 592716 

Evenings: 01743 791935 
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net 

Winter

winter
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Iyengar Yoga in Shropshire 

YOGA CLASS 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00 – 8.30 p.m. 

Suitable for all levels 
Pre-booking only 
For details contact:- 

Liz on 01743 790698 
Email: 

elizabethknowles1@googlemail.com 
 

 

Hignetts 
of 

Pontesbury Ltd 
Established 1919 

 
Family run fresh food retailers 

 
Locally sourced meat 

Fresh fruit and vegetables 
Fair trade foods 

Bread, pies, buns and cakes all  
baked on the premises daily 

 
Freshly filled sandwiches, 

baguettes and rolls 
 

Groceries at competitive prices 
Garden plants and flowers 

Compost and grow bags 
 

UPS parcel collection and 
delivery hub 

 

Tel: 01743 790 228 
www.hignetts.co.uk

Feel Good Feet
Foot Health Practitioner

Julie Foster
DipFH   MCFHP   MAFHP

Mobile foot treatments in the comfort 
of your own home

To book an appointment call

07772 086846
Routine home foot care visits include:

Toenail trimming - Corn removal - 

Callus reduction - Ingrown toenails 

- Fungal infection treatments - 

Verrucae - Cracked heal care - 

Diabetic foot care

I also do manicure, pedicure and 

nail gel varnish

Registered with the association of 
foot health professionals
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 Letter from Westminster 

December 2018

Philip Dunne MP (Ludlow) 
house of commons 

London 
SW1a 0aa 

02072192388 
www.philipdunne.com 

As Christmas approaches in this centenary year of the end of the First World War, it is a poignant 
moment to reflect on what Christmas would have meant to those serving during the war, and 
immediately following its conclusion. 
 
Many will be familiar with the Christmas Truce, observed particularly in 1914, when British, German 
and soldiers from other nations took part in unofficial ceasefires along the Western Front. Soldiers 
sang carols to each other, and eventually ventured out of their trenches and into No Man’s Land, to 
exchange food and fags. There are also tales of enemies coming together to kick about footballs in No 
Man’s Land at Christmas. 
 
One can only imagine the profound impact this moment of respite must have had for those on the 
front line. It goes to show that even in the middle of such confrontation and carnage, common 
themes of faith, kinship and respect in adversity can prevail. 
 
Given Christmas is a time we look to spend with loved ones and friends, or comfort the lonely, the 
end of the war and the first Christmas following the Armistice must have been a moment of intense 
relief for families reunited, but also profound sadness for those missing from family tables. 
 
Just one village in Shropshire – Harley, outside Much Wenlock – was a ‘Thankful Village’, having all 
men return safely from the First World War. In all, 5,286 men from Shropshire were killed during the 
War, touching almost every community, however small. 
 
In towns and villages across South Shropshire, our war memorials stand testament to those who gave 
their lives for their country and their friends. I was pleased to attend a tremendously moving 
ceremony in Ludlow last month, but there were amazing Remembrance events and services with 
huge turnouts across the county, showing the passing of time has not dampened our commitment to 
remember those who fought and died. 
 
Today we face different threats as a country. But the hard work and commitment of our Armed Forces 
remains as strong as ever, providing a continuous defence against those who would seek to 
undermine our country and cause us harm. 
 
As we celebrate this year, it is fitting we reflect on those who sacrificed so much, and those who 
continue to serve our country 365 days a year, to uphold the sustained peace we enjoy at Christmas 
today.  
 
I shall conclude with a quote from a Canadian soldier who had served three years in France, writing 
home in December 1918:  “I will wish you all very happy Christmas and because of the fact that the 
war is over and peace once again restored to the world one can, in wishing a merry Christmas, know 
that such a thing is possible.” 
 
I wish everyone across South Shropshire a very Happy Christmas, and a peaceful New Year.
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T P Hockly 

Building Contractor 

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions, 
Brickwork & Plastering 

Driveways, General Building Work & 
Building Maintenance 

Call Tim on: 01743 791 114 
Mobile: 07814 498 524

rESPONSIbLE dISPOSaL aNd 
rEMOvaL OF uNWaNtEd bEE aNd 

WaSP NEStS 
reasonable rates 

 
 
 
 
 

 
call tim hockly 07814 498 524

Heather Kidd 
Local Shropshire Councillor 

for 

Chirbury & Worthen 
including Snailbeach and 

Stiperstones 
Telephone: 01938 561 651 

Mobile: 07980 635 518 

Email: 

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 

Facebook: Heather Kidd  

www.heatherkidd.org.uk 

The Stiperstones Inn 
A warm welcome, real ale, good food,  
accommodation & value for money.

Open everyday from 11:30am, the 
Inn is a traditional  

free-house which has been in our 
family for over 50 years, 

 and has a public bar, lounge bar, beer 
garden and  

two dining rooms. 
 

We offer morning coffee, afternoon 
tea, and real ale. Between 12:00pm 

and 9:00pm we serve a full menu with 
over 30 main courses,  

including: vegetarian, vegan, gluten 
and dairy free options in either of our 

two dining rooms or by one of  
the roaring log fires in the lounge and 

bar areas. 
 

Call to book on. 01743 791 327 
www.StiperstonesInn.co.uk 

 
 

Christmas Bingo  
8pm 10th December 

 
Christmas Quiz 

8pm 17th December 
 

Christmas Eve Carols 
8pm 24th December 

 
New Years Party 

8pm 31st December



NATURAL ENGLAND 

 

Notes from the hill 

 
There has been a robin using our hay barn all year, and each time I go in there to get some 

sheep nuts for our Hebridean sheep a bird is always in there.They were in there in the spring 

when they nested but unfortunately failed to breed successfully and they have been in there 

ever since. I’m not sure what attracts them in during the winter apart from it being quite snug 

and out of the wind. However I thought that the robin, the nation’s official favourite bird, would 

be a good theme for the December edition.  

 

The robin topped the list when the nation voted in 1960 and 

again in 2015. I would suggest that the reasons for this 

popularity is that it inhabits most people’s gardens whether in 

the city or the countryside, is easily identified with its deep 

orange breast and is generally quite tame. This tameness 

seems to be a peculiarity of British robins, and most unlike 

the robins on the continent where they are quite shy. Of 

course robins are also linked to Christmas often appearing 

on Christmas cards, and this dates back to when postmen 

where called ‘robins’ on account of their wearing red tunics.  

 

One of the endearing characters of the robin is that it sings all year, in fact both male and 

female robins hold their own territories through the winter, so both sexes sing the same winter 

song. This song differs in the winter, being more melancholy than its spring song. 

 

Often found feeding under hedges and shrubs, robins are adapted to living in low light as they 

naturally inhabit the undergrowth of woodland where light levels are low.They have relatively 

large eyes allowing them good vision in low light, and there are many reports of them singing 

and foraging under street lights at night. 

 

Generally in winter you will only see one robin in a garden and two in spring once they have 

paired up.This is due to their territorial nature, and that is what they use their red breasts to 

advertise, and the reason why they don’t acquire their red breast until after their first moult. 

They aggressively defend their territories and will regularly fight to the death. However the robin 

in your garden is unlikely to be the robin from last year as they are short-lived birds and nearly 

three quarters of them will die in their first year, 10 percent due to clashes over territory, though 

by far the most are killed by cats. The good news is that they are prolific breeders often having 

three broods of chicks in a year, with the male often left feeding the young of one brood while 

the female starts laying eggs in another nest. 

 

One thing to try this Christmas is to see if you can tell the difference between a male and a 

female robin, the female is supposed to have a more prominent “V” shape on the forehead 

while males are more “U” shaped. 

 

We are hoping for better weather this year with our Christmas wreath making at the 

Blakemoorgate cottages on the 9th December 11am to 2pm. For anyone who wants to join me, I 

will be walking up to the cottages from the Snailbeach car park, leaving at 11am. See our 

Facebook page for more information. 

 

Happy Christmas from Simon Cooter and the Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak.
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Mobile Monday 

Hairdresser 
A s ta te  reg i s te red ha i rdresser 

offering a mobile service in your area 
on Mondays 

Call Avril: 07905 640 167 
  

Available for salon appointments 
at : 

 Altro Capelli 
Pontesbury 

Tues & Weds - 9.30 am  to 5 pm 
Call Avril: 01743 790 386 

   
Minsterley 

Thurs & Fri - 9am to 7pm 
Call Avril: 01743 792 548 

 

Motor Ser
vices

Tyres, Exhausts, Bodywork 
Servicing & Pre‑MOTs etc. 

At Minsterley Motors, Stiperstones SY5 0LZ 

Telephone: 01743 791 783 

Mobile: 07810 232 309

                     PURPLE PUPPIES 
                            01743 792292    
                            07940 577685 

 Dog walking…. 
 Pet home alone visits…  
 Day-care (limited availability)  
 One to One Training  
 Raw food sales and advice 
 Perfect Fit Harness stockist 

 

 

 

Deb Gallimore APDT 01189 

debgallimore@outlook.com 
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Celtic Hebridean Christmas at Stiperstones Methodist Chapel December 

7th at 7pm.  

Come celebrate the old Celtic Christmas rituals, traditions and wisdom; teaching 

passed through generations of the people of the Hebrides in Scotland. Revd 

MacNeill Cooper guides us through an evening of Celtic traditions of her family 

and her spiritual mentor, both of Hebridean families. This would be well suited for the 

‘spiritual but not religious’ or spiritual seekers. All welcomed.  

Blue Christmas/Longest Night  

Minsterley Methodist Chapel, Horsebridge Road, December 21st at 7pm.  

A reflective gathering for those who have suffered a bereavement, feel blue or sad around 

Christmas, or struggle with financial issues, illness or unhappy circumstances.  This church 

service is suitable for those who are spiritual but not religious, or those part of a faith 

tradition, as we seek to use symbols, music and story to embrace the longest night of the 

year. All welcomed. 

Dawdle or Dash… we think this is our 40th year! 

The Devil’s Chair Dawdle or Dash is the longest running fell race in 

Shropshire.  

The Devil’s Chair Dawdle or Dash is one of the biggest participation 

events in the country to be held on Boxing Day. 

The Devil’s Chair Dawdle or Dash brings up over 6 pages of Google 

links. 

The Devil’s Chair Dawdle or Dash has raised in excess of £20,000 for 

the Severn Hospice. 

Not Dawdling or Dashing this year? Then can you spare some time to 

help organisers John and Geoff Sproson? They need sandwich spreaders, soup servers, car parkers 

and entry recorders. They are SHORT of marshals at the summit and there is nowhere better to 

experience the Dawdle than on the Devil’s Chair itself. Talk to Andy or Emma Coyle to find out 

more. 

Please call John on 01743 790 594 or Geoff on 01743 791 999 

If you are Dawdling or Dashing remember – Come early and car share if you can’t reach us on foot. 

Dress warmly in good shoes or boots – wellies are treacherous on slippy rocks and ice. Keep dogs 

on a tight lead and always watch for fast descending runners. 

Start 11.00 pm, The Stiperstones Inn, Wednesday 26th December.  Good luck!  

Anyone for Pétanque?  
Several U3A branches have regular Pétanque sessions and some of our members are 

interested in forming a group locally.  Would you be interested?     

Pétanque is a version of ‘boules’ i.e. throwing a ball to a jack intending to score more 

points than the opposition by having your boules closer to the target or by hitting the 

opponents' boules away from the target, while standing inside a circle with both feet on 

the ground.  

There are more than 100 Pétanque groups in the U3A movement. It is great gentle 

exercise and is normally played on hard dirt or gravel in public areas or parks.  A national 

weekend of Pétanque took place at Hayling  Island this year with teams from 18 U3As 

taking part.   

We are also hoping to set up a Touch Tennis Group which is played on Badminton Court 

using a short handled racquet and a sponge ball. Many of the rules are the same as tennis 

however a player moves over a smaller area. It can be a fast and skilful game or not - 

depending on the players, but both experienced and new players can enjoy it together. 

For a chat about either of these new activities, call 01743 792790.  
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A dedicated and independent veterinary 
practice that has been established in 

Shropshire for over 50 years, specialising in 
companion animal care.  

 
Natalie Morris BVSc MRCVS 

 
Website: 

www.malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk 
Email:  

reception@malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk

Telephone: 01743 791246  

 
GARDEN FURNITURE 

 FROM 
 RECYCLED TIMBER 

CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES,  
BENCH SEATS etc. 

E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com 

Or call Graham on 01743 790 115 
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10

HAND MADE

 

J. Lewis &J. Lewis &  
SonsSons  

Coal Merchants 
Haulage Contractors 

Hardcore, Sand & Gravels 
 

Tel: 01743 791 366 
jlewisandsons@outlook.com

Gentle Flow Yoga 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Be kind to your body & gentle on your mind 
 

Tuesdays 10 – 11.30am 
Suitable for those with some yoga experience 

 
Prior enrolment essential 

 

Please contact Caro on: 
Email: schiansky04@yahoo.com 

Tel: 01743 791742 
 

First session a free trial one for newcomers. 



 
Heather Kidd’s 

Report  
 
 
 

The  B4499, Leigh Road to travel to Minsterley. 
This road will continue to be closed from 9.30am 
to 4pm most days until 14th December. It is open 
at weekends. 
  

Severn Trent.  
Severn Trent have added to their very poor 
record by closing the road above the Miners Arms 
with virtually no warning. Again they have known 
about this leak for some time. It took a week to 
mend and clear the road to the consternation of 
local people and hitting trade at the Pub. This 
work was in Wales and so was difficult to deal 
with. Shropshire was not notified and Powys 
refused to reply to enquiries. I have now been 
told by locals that Severn Trent failed to find the 
leak and so may well return! 
  

Community Support Officers.  
Shropshire's Community Support Officers play a 
key role in rural communities like ours. They 
organise Local Joint Committees, help with 
information for local community groups and 
Parish Councils, grant funding, parish plans, Local 
Plan review, signposting and so much more. 
The Senior Officers on Shropshire wanted to axe 
these jobs. However, a Lib Dem motion to find a 
way to keep these officers was passed 
unanimously at the last full Council. Now they 
want to effectively employ at least some of the 
same officers in posts with new titles. I may be 
cynical, but I doubt if they will being doing the 
same, community orientated, job as at present. 
The latest update is that they will be transferred 
to economic Development to help with CIL and 
the Place Plans. 

*****  
I have had a number of complaints about the 
height of the new kerbing at Bergum Corner. I am 
investigating what can be done - if anything. 

*****  
The first part of the Local Plan Review will be 

available shortly. Development affecting 
Snailbeach and Stiperstones will be dealt with in 
a Policy paper on clusters - which I hope will help 
deliver the type of housing we need (smaller 
family housing, 2 and 3 bedrooms more 
affordable to buy or rent)  – will be available next 
year I believe.  
 I wish everyone Happy Christmas 
Heather  

Heather Kidd, Shropshire Councillor for Chirbury 

and Worthen 

Tel: 07980635516  

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk  

www.heatherkidd.org
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 Holy Trinity Minsterley and 

 St. Luke’s Snailbeach Churches’ 
 
 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
SATURDAY 8th DECEMBER 
MINSTERLEY PARISH HALL from 12 till 3.00pm 

FATHER CHRISTMAS ARRIVES 12.30 
(Visit him and have a photo taken) 

GRAND DRAW at 2.30 
TOMBOLA, GAMES, CAKES, TOYS & GIFTS 

HOT BAPS and FESTIVE FOOD 

ENTERTAINMENT by MAN HOUSE BLUES BAND 
Offers of donations or help most welcome 

Snailbeach District News  

ONLINE 
Thanks to the endeavours of Geoff Sproson, the 
SDN is now online! Though still a bit of a ‘work in 
progress’, you can now see our newsletter in full 
glorious colour at:  

www.snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 
As well as the current month’s edition of the 
SDN, you will be able to access archived editions 
from the last 12 months, as well as a directory of 
all our advertisers and a ‘What’s On’ section. 
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Crowning Glory 
 

 
 
 
 

Val would like to welcome 
 all customers old and new. 

Fully qualified and accredited 
 in all aspects of hair and beauty. 

Opening times: 
Tuesday - 9 to 5pm 

Wednesday - 9 to 5pm 
Thursday - 9 to 5.30pm 

Friday - 9 to 5.30pm 
Saturday – 9 to 1pm 

Bennett’s Business Centre, Main Rd, Pontesbury. 
Tel: 01743 790 008 

Check out our Facebook pages for special offers. 

hand controls 
 

left foot accelerators 
 

car boot hoists 
 

person hoists 
 

swivel seats 
 

secondary control  
systems ...and more! 

      Unit 11  
      Malehurst Industrial Estate 
      Minsterley, Shropshire 
      SY5 0EQ 
      info@allshropshiremobility.co.uk 

Offering a bespoke service to both 
Motability and private customers 

 
Tel:  01743 790 879 

Call: 07966 788791 

Quotations: 01743 792013 

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk 
 

Efficient friendly service from an 

 experienced Electrician 
 

        ▪       Specialist in House Rewiring 
        ▪       Inspection & Testing of Properties 
        ▪       Extra Sockets & Lights installed  
                  (no job too small) 
        ▪       We will fit your own newly                            
                  purchased lights etc. 
        ▪       All work VAT free 
        ▪       Fully Insured 
        ▪       All work certified and notified to  
                  building control (Part P) 
        ▪       Free Quotations 
        ▪       Competitive Hourly Rates 

Pontesbury 
GARAGE Services Ltd 

 

COMPLETE SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 
 

      All vehicle repairs  
      Servicing - all makes and models 
      Tyres - Clutches - Cam Belts 
      Brakes - Suspension 
      MOT testing station 

Unit 12 - Malehurst Industrial Estate  
Minsterley - Shropshire - SY5 0EQ 
 

info@pontesburygarageservices.co.uk  

 

Tel: 01743 296162 
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1) A Christmas gift 
As a Christmas gift, parents buy 16 computer games for their 3 
children. The youngest gets 1/8 of the games, the middle child gets 
1/4 of the games and the oldest gets 1/2 of the games. 
How many games does each child receive and how many do the 
parents keep? 
 
2) The alphabet puzzle 
Which of these letters is the odd one out? “A F H K L N Y Z” 
 
3) The Elves 
If it takes 5 elves 5 minutes to make 5 dolls, how long would it take 
100 elves to make 100 dolls? 
 
4) Christmas dinner 
Two mums and 2 daughters went out for Christmas dinner. Each ate 
one portion, yet only three portions were eaten in total. How is 
this possible? 
 
5) Apples and pears 
An apple costs 40 pence, a banana costs 60 pence and a 
grapefruit costs 80 pence.  How much does a pear cost? 
 
6)Tracy’s mum 
Tracy’s mother had 4 children. The first child was 
named April, the second was named May, the third 
June. What was the 4th child called? 
 
7) Using the letters that are missing from this 
incomplete alphabet, work out what Christmassy 
word you can make. 
    B C D G H I J M P Q R T U V X Y Z  
 
8) The Christmas drive 
A car covers its outward journey at 66 mph. It 
returns, over exactly the same distance, at 
33mph. What is the car's average speed over the 
entire journey? 
 
9) What number is missing in this sequence? 
            2   3   6   9   18   27   ?   81

Answers on page 40

Some are easy, some are a bit tricky...
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Danny Bebb

JOHN W. F. BEBBJOHN W. F. BEBB
Building, Civil Engineering, 

Surfacing and Steel Fabrication 

Contractors

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
Email: 
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

LL OGSOGS  F F OROR  S S ALEALE

Free delivery on bags 
within 10 miles.  

Nets for collection.

Bulk Bag & Net Suppliers

Danny Bebb 
Weston Road, 
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, Shrewsbury, 
SY5 0JJ

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
greenacreslogs@hotmail.com

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with 
your waste and leave them in a vehicle 

accessible place, call us and we will collect. 

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

£72 Inc VAT for bag & collection. Discounts on 
multiple bags from the same address at the 

same time

JJOHNOHN  W. F. B W. F. BEBBEBB  
SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE 

07815 801 871 

Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.  
Delivery available.

Mini Digger £50 

High Lift Dumper £40 

Magic Screed £40 

Bull Float £30 

Wacker Plate £30 

Stihl Saw from £25 

Pointing Guns £10 

Grinders from £15 

Welder/Generator £50 

Trailer Hire from £15 

And much more!

Danny Bebb 

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 

Fax: 01588 650 386 

Email: 

johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk



 

 

 

Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are: 

PC3331 Stuart Coote 

PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 

 Local Police Team: 

01743 264777 

(Not to be used for reporting crime, incidents or emergencies) 
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  Useful Numbers 
 

Shrewsbury Hospital 
01743 261 000 

 
Shrop Doc 

0333 222 6655 
 

Pontesbury Medical  
01743 790 325 

 
Worthen Medical 

01743 891 401 
 

Pontesbury Chemist 
01743 790 273 

 
Police 

0300 333 3000 
 

Severn Trent Water 
0800 783 4444 

 
Western Power 
0800 328 1111 

 
British Telecom 
0800 023 2023 

 
Stiperstones School 

01743 791 207 
 

Minsterley Motors 
01743 791 208 

 
Councillor H Kidd 

01938 561 651 
 

Philip Dunne MP 
01584 872 187 

 
Village Hall Bookings 

01743 791 633 
 

Stiperstones Oil Coordinator 
01743 792 204 

 
Snailbeach District News 

01743 790 049 
 

Stiperstones Stores 
01743 790 594 

 
Stiperstones Inn 
01743 791 327

Waste Collection Schedule

Mobile Post Office Opening Times 
Wednesdays 9.30am - 11.00am 

Perkins beach Methodist church, Stiperstones 
Post Office telephone number: 

08457 223344 (central customer services) 
 

Stiperstones Stores Opening Times 
approximately 9.00am - 8.00pm daily 

tel: 01743 790594

December

Tues 4th Tues 11th Tues 18th Mon 24th Wed 2nd

Green Black Green Black Green

Evening all...

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE REPORTED  
CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONES 

13th. October - 15th November 2018

January

 

CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES
Burglary 

 (outbuilding)
Outbuilding entered  

and power tools stolen Bromlow During daytime  
31st October 

Theft 14ft Bateson twin  
axle trailer stolen Pennerley Between  

2nd Oct – 7th Nov
Causing intentional  

harassment Bromlow Suspect identified.  
7th November

Theft 
Cash which had been 
 hidden in an outdoor  

location at the property 
Hope Common 2nd – 5th November

Criminal damage Trees damaged Aston Rogers Linked to a long standing  
neighbour dispute 

Robbery Vehicle stolen Snailbeach Enquiries ongoing.

Burglary Padlock attacked and  
disused mine entered.  Snailbeach 17th – 19th October

Burglary  
(outbuilding) 

Outbuilding entered, 
 chainsaw stolen Hyssington During 18th October 

Burglary  
(outbuilding)

Outbuilding entered, hedge  
cutter and batteries stolen Bromlow

12: 30 18th October.  
Offending vehicle L383CCP,  

red Isuzu Trooper.  
Vehicle 

 shown in trade,  
linked to other burglaries  

within the force. 

Dogs worrying 
 livestock 

8 sheep killed from being  
chased and / or 
 attacked by dog

Land near The 
 Bog visitor centre 16th – 18th October 

Theft Garden items Worthen Linked to  
neighbour dispute 
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Telephone: 01743 791 208 
(8am - 5pm Monday to Friday) 

Email Address: john@minsterleymotors.co.uk 
Website: www.minsterleymotors.co.uk

2A, The Farriers, Annscroft, Shrewsbury SY5 8AN

Please note  

NEW TIM
ETABLE!
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Minster leyMinster ley   

MotorsMotors  
is a family run 
business and has 

been an 
established part 
of the Shropshire 
scene for many 

years. 
If it’s a friendly 
and eff icient 
service you are 
looking for, you 
need not look 

any further than  
Minster leyMinster ley   

Motors.Motors.   
We will be  
delighted to 

provide you with 
a comprehensive 

quot a tion at   
guaranteed prices 

for all types of 
coach hire and 

coach travel and 
for any size of 

group.

 Day Trips 
Enquiries Call: 01743 791208  

 
∞ December ∞ 

Saturday 1st Worcester Victorian Christmas Fayre £17 - The Victorian-themed street 
market is the leading street market in the greater Midlands region. Over 200 stalls fill 
the atmospheric streets of Worcester’s historic heart with colours, sounds and 
irresistible aromas of Christmas. From sparkly jewellery and festive home decorations 
to traditional roast chestnuts and warm-ing mulled wine—a wonderful range of 
products are waiting to be discovered. 

Wednesday 5th Penkridge Market & Boundary Mills £15 - Penkridge is your traditional 
local market, hosting up to 100 stalls selling 1000’s of products. Boundary Mills, one 
of the UK’s largest mill store retailers offering brand names at up to 70% off RRP.

 

775  Tuesdays only 
                Pontesbury Shop 09:30 Newtown 13:50

Minsterley 09:35 Kerry 14:00
Plox Green 09:38 Sarn 14:10

Hope 09:40 Blue Bell 14:15

Gravels 09:45 Church Stoke 14:20
White Grit 09:48 Bishops Castle 14:35
Llan Turn 09:51 Bishops Castle 14:40

Bromleys Mill 09:55 Lydham 14:43

Lydham 09:57 Bromleys Mill 14:45

Bishops Castle 10:00 Llan Turn 14:49
Bishops Castle 10:05 White Grit 14:52
Church Stoke 10:20 Gravels 14:55

Blue Bell 10:25 Hope 15:00
Sarn 10:30 Plox Green 15:02
Kerry 10:40 Minsterley 15:05

Newtown 10:50 Pontesbury 15:10

 

Pontesbury Shop 08:50 Ludlow Assembly Rooms 13:15
Minsterley 08:55 Craven Arms 13:30

Hope 09:00 Long Meadowend 13:35
Gravels 09:03 Aston on Clun 15:17

White Grit 09:05 Lydbury North 13:50
Lydham 09:10 Little Brampton 14:00

Bishops Castle 09:15 Clunton 14:02
Colebatch 09:20 Clun 14:05

Clun 09:35 Colebatch 14:20
Clunton 09:38 Bishops Castle 14:25

Little Brampton 09:40 Lydham 14:30
Lydbury North 09:50 White Grit 14:35
Aston on Clun 10:03 Gravels 14:37

Long Meadowend 10:05 Hope 14:40
Craven Arms 10:10 Minsterley 14:45

Ludlow Assembly Rooms 10:25 Pontesbury 14:50
Does not run on Bank Holidays except Good Friday

745  Mondays and Fridays only 
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Quaker Meetings 
 Shrewsbury Quaker Meeting House 

Corporation Lane, Coton Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 2NU 
10.30 am every Sunday 

Clun Valley Quaker Meeting 
The Community Centre 

Grange Road, Bishop’s Castle  
10.30 am every Sunday, except 1st Sunday of month 

Hazelhurst Community Centre, Hazelhurst Close, Clun 
SY7 8LQ

Baptist Services 
 
 Snailbeach Methodist  

Church News 
***** 

December Services 
2nd. December - 2.45 pm 
9th. December - 2.45 pm 

16th. December - Carol Service - 2.30 pm 
23rd. December - No service 
30th. December - 10.30 pm 

Please come and join us on the 16th 
December for our Carol Service. Tea after. 

Thanking everyone who supported our 
coffee morning for Hospice at Home in 

memory of Mary 
We raised £565 with donations. 

 

Sunday services: 10.30 am & 3.00 pm 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 

Wednesdays 7.15 pm 
Held in the School Room, Snailbeach 
Elder: Mr. Joe Evans 01743 790 979 

All are welcome!

Stiperstones Group C of E Service  Rota December 2018

Date Habberley 
St. Mary

Hope 
Holy Trinity

Minsterley 
Holy Trinity

Shelve 
All Saints

Snailbeach 
St. Lukes

1st Sunday 
2nd December 

Advent 1 
Purple

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Pam

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

Revd Giles

2nd Sunday 
9th December 

Advent 2 
Purple

6.30pm 
BCP 

Evening 
Prayer 

Revd Giles

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

10.30am 
Christingle Service 

Revd Giles

Wednesday 
 12th December 

7.00pm 
Carol Service at 

Hope Village Hall 
Revd Giles

3rd Sunday 
16th December 

Advent 3 
Purple

10.30 am 
Holy 

Communion 
Revd Giles

4.00pm 
Christingle 

Service 
Revd Giles

Monday 
17th December

7.00pm 
Carol Singing & Christmas Music

4th Sunday 
23rd December 

Advent 4 
Purple

9.00am 
No Morning 

Prayer Service 
today

10.30 am 
Quiet Service of Said 

Holy Communion 
Revd Giles 

7.00pm 
Service of Lessons & Carols 

Revd Giles

Christmas Eve 
24th December 

Gold/White

5.00pm 
All Age  

Carol Service 
Revd Pam

7.00pm 
Holy Communion 

Revd Christine

4.00pm Crib Service 
Revd Giles 
11.30pm 

Midnight Mass  
Revd Giles

Christmas Day 
25th December 

Gold/White

10.30am 
All Age 

Communion 
Revd 

Christopher

No Service 

9.00am 
All Age Communion 

Revd Giles 

9.00am 
All Age Communion 

Revd Pam 
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A short story by 14 year old Meta Shiner inspired by a walk through the Snailbeach Hills.  
THE BATTLE OF DUSK 

As I wander through the ever changing world, my mind starts to walk. I am walking up 
and up into the hills like a child climbing a tree. I am exploring everything I can, smelling 
every flower, chasing every bug, counting every Autumn leaf as they fall from the trees.   
I am almost at the top now and the Sun is getting lower in the sky, almost as though it is 
falling, falling into the other hills surrounding me. It is a bomb and the earth is its 
target...it is getting closer and closer to the hill, soon all the light from my bomb will be 
gone then the moon will be the only light I have to guide me home.  
As I walk down my moonlit hill everything I see is solemn and my once orange and 
golden world is now nothing but silver and grey. The very floor beneath my feet has 
changed, every step I take makes a shape sound like the clashing of two swords on a 
battle field...   
The War has begun between the night and the day, the war called dusk, my beautiful 
world is now a battle field but not for long, darkness will cover the Earth and the night 
will win soon, but fear not! for the dawn will bring the rise of my Sun and my moon will 
be put to sleep until the battle of dusk once again.  

Meta Shiner - Snailbeach -November 2018
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Editor/Publisher: Patrick Marks - editor.sdn@mail.com 

Printers: SJF Design & Print - hello@sjfdesignandprint.co.uk 

Deadline for inclusion is midday on the 20th of each month. 

You can also leave items for inclusion at the Stiperstones Inn if you wish. 

   
November found Sandy trying to creep into the tent up at the 

Nipstone campsite on page 12. Well done to Phoebe of 
‘Crosswinds’, Snailbeach for being the first to let me know 

where he was. But where will he be skulking over Christmas?

1) You have 1/8, 1/4 and 1/2. If you give them a common 
denominator of 16 then you end up with 2/16, 4/16 and 8/16 
and so the answer is… 
Youngest Child: 2 games,Middle Child: 4 games, 
Oldest Child: 8 games, Parents: 2 games. 
2) The correct answer is “L.” 
All of the other letters are made up of 3 straight lines, while 
L is made up of 2. 
3) It takes one elf 5 minutes to make one doll. Therefore 100 
elves making 100 dolls would, of course, still take 5 
minutes. 
4) It was a grandmother (who is obviously also a mother) 
mother and daughter who went out for Christmas dinner 
together. 
5) If you charge 20 pence per vowel, the two-vowel word 
‘apple’ would cost 40 pence, three-vowel ‘banana’ 60 pence, 
and four-vowel ‘grapefruit’ 80 pence. Therefore, a pear 
would cost 40 pence. 
6) The question has already revealed the answer – ‘Tracy’s 
mother had 4 children’ – the fourth child must be called 
Tracy. 
7) A E F K L N O S W - snowflake. 
8) 44 mph. 
9) 54. Alternate between multiplying by 1.5 and multiplying 
by 2.

       

1) Germany 
2) Grapes 
3) Panettone  
4) Egypyt 
5) Oklahoma 
6) Ebenezer 
7) Blitzen, Comet, Cupid, 
Dasher, Prancer, Vixen, 
Dancer, and Donner 
8) Pere Noel 
9) Arnold Schwarzenegger 
10) Charles Dickens 
11) Four 
12) Eggnog 
13) Germany 
14) Pigs in blankets 
15) 7th. January 
16) An old lady/witch named 
‘Befana’ 
17) James Edgar, in 1890 
18) Silver 
19) Theodore Roosevelt 
20) Thomas Edison in 1870 
21) Robert L. May created 
Rudolph in 1939, when he 
wrote a Christmas-themed 
story-poem to attract 
customers in his department 
store 
22) The Grinch 
23) Clockwise 
24) Cloves 
25) A cabbage and a turnip 
26) A hen 
27) Wattle 
28) Brandy 
29) True 
30) Sugar plums 

Bumper Quiz answers 
from page 17

The sum of all the 
numbers on a roulette 

wheel is 

666


